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Note from the President: Reggie Askins

“The heart of the Master Gardner program is our volunteers. They are
dedicated, passionate about all things gardening and are willing to share their

knowledge with anyone interested in gardening.”
Quoted from the Texas Master Gardens website

I am borrowing these words because they so describe our wonderful, cohesive, and caring
gardening family. Our 2017 Spring Conference couldn’t have been better and the reviews
said so. Thank you everyone for every important part you played towards our success. We
truly showcased how much our Master Gardeners enhance the quality of life in Wood
County through our volunteer work.

Another priority of our organization is to educate and share Earth-Kind® horticultural
techniques. You all deserve a standing ovation here! People are talking about us; even the
youngster who was working the checkout lane at the Quitman Brookshire. We were talking
about wildflowers and she shared how much she enjoyed the Wildscape Garden at the Mine-
ola Nature Preserve. Next she is planning to visit the Quitman Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens, of which she had no knowledge; I assure you she does now!

Our next important event is the 2017 Master Gardener Training Class Graduation &
Luncheon. It will be on May 2nd at St. Dunstan church in Mineola. This year’s class is a
large dedicated group and they deserve a great show of support and welcome from our
membership. Due to limited event space it is very important to RSVP; please contact Linda
K. if you plan to attend. Clint will be cooking his great smoked brisket and we encourage
all attending Associates to bring a covered dish.

Enjoy the rains and temperate weather as gardeners. I look forward to seeing you all at our
May and June meetings.
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/Schedule Note from the Vice President: Melodee Eisheh

In March we had a lovely field trip to Scarbrough Haven in Emory, TX. On this tour
we had a beautiful day to see azaleas, redbuds and all manner of spring flowers in bloom.
The owners invited us to take a walk on their meandering paths, enjoy the vista of Lake
Fork and appreciate the architecture of the homes and greenhouse we saw. The room we
used for our meeting was stunning in its decor and its view to the outdoors.

We first enjoyed a tour of the grounds and facilities, then had our meeting. Lastly we
enjoyed a wonderful lunch of homemade soups, breads and all sorts of goodies which
Associates brought to share with each other.

April’s Wood County Master Gardeners was our very own, Tracie Justice. She demon-
strated how to make soap using herbs from our gardens. My husband and I enjoy using
Tracie's homemade soaps. I think it's great to know exactly what's in the products you put
on your skin. If you haven't made soap before, this was a good introduction and an inspi-
ration to try your hand at something new. Also, I should mention, Tracie is a new Texas

kMaster Gardener Propagation Specialist. /




VP Article Cont.

Our May18th meeting is just around the corner. I'm so excited to get to hear Mark McDonald speak on a little of the
prairie land history of our area. Mark is known as the "Alligator Man" and is a wildlife specialist. He does and can do
just about anything and everything in regards to animal or plant/tree life in East Texas. He rescues and relocates wild-
life, gives advice on wetlands, waterways and ponds, conducts research in a number of areas and is a prairie land special-
ist. Mark is also currently working with the Mineola Nature Center. I should mention he comes to us from the US For-
est Service and lives in Hawkins, TX. He has had many unusual experiences in our East Texas woods. You'll have to
come hear a few of his stories.

I want to thank those who participated in our CEU Subjects of Interest survey. Accordingly in June we will have a
program on "Edible Landscape" by yours truly. I tend to think a bit out of the box so you may find this topic and presen-
tation entertaining, enlightening and enjoyable. If you have some specifics you would like to me to cover, please let me
know. My husband and I eat wild and/or cultivated plants from our yard most of the year, sometimes it's just a nibble,
and sometimes much more.

July's meeting will be Nancy Falster on fermenting food from our gardens. We have all heard that fermented foods
are healthy for us, but do you know "Why" or "How" to ferment? Well come to this meeting and she'll show you how
and explain why. Do know it's an ancient method of preserving food for an extended period? We will learn some old
fashioned methods with newfangled equipment. We do fermenting quite often in my house.

In August we have scheduled Linda Timmons to present a PowerPoint of "Successes in Our Garden". Therefore, we
ALL need to be taking some pictures (okay I'm talking to myself especially) of our vegetables, flowers, bushes and trees;
landscaping, bird and butterfly paradises and our fairy gardens. Did I leave anything out?... Get ready to send Linda
your pictures when she send out an E-mail asking for them.

I hope you are all having a wonderful spring and may your thumb be green. Click to return to index

2017 Spring Conference

Wood County AG/NR- January-February Programs 2017

The Wood County Agricultural Committee and the Wood County Master Gardener Association helped
plan, implement, and evaluate the 2017 Wood County Master Garden-
er Spring Conference. One hundred twenty five (125) horticultural en-
thusiasts were in attendance at this program. Enthusiasts learned about
easy plant propagation, integrated pest management, value of rainwa-
ter harvesting, and tried and true, new and different, and unsung plants
to find and try in your landscape.

Clint Perkins

To the 2017 Spring Conference Committee and Presenters, —

When [ was called to accept the position of President of Wood Photo by Clint

County Master Gardeners I was honored, but also doubtful that I could do all the work this office requires.
Linda Timmons simply said “all you have to do was ask”. Truer words were never spoken.

Each of you said "yes" when called upon, which is the most wonderful word to a leader. You then gave
generously of your time and talent. The success of our conference is due totally to your efforts. I am so proud
to be a member of this organization and value your friendship greatly.

Thank you for all that you did with such expertise and enthusiasm,
Reggie



2017 Science Day By: Jan Whitlock

Some of the most important days on the Wood County Master Gardener calendar schedule are the Science
Days offered to third graders.

Weather permitting, we will gather at the Quitman Arboretum on May 22, 23, and 24.

As of this date, we have students from Winnsboro and Quitman participating. This has been a Wood Coun-
ty Master Gardener event for several years. There will be presentations for small groups at six different sta-
tions.

The topics covered will range from the foods we grow and ] LINIOr M d Ste I

eat to the proper use of and precautions to take when around

natural gas. Wood County Electric Co-op will be joining the G a rd e n e r

presenters this year and will add another interesting session for

the third graders. growing good kids..

If this sounds like an event you would like to help with, you can contact Wood County Master Gardener
President, Reggie Askins, for more information.

Click to return to index

Graduation 2017 Information By: Melodee Eishen

Hear ye, Hear ye!

It is now time to make plans for our Wood County Master Gardener Intern Graduation. The date is
Tuesday, May 9th, at 10:00a.m. Let me know you're coming or we can't adequately prepare. (We
ran out of meat last year.)

We need ALL current Wood County Master Gardeners to contribute potluck type food for the Intern
Graduation. Remember that the meat will be brisket prepared by our very own, Clint Perkins. So
salads, vegetables, bread, potatoes, rice, noodles, desserts, etc. will be appreciated.

We have a very large class of interns, so we will definitely need help with providing food for our
graduates and guests. We are asking this year that the current Wood County Master Gardeners not
bring guests due to limited space and large graduating class size. If you are not planning on attend-
ing graduation but wish to contribute to the feast, please make arrangements to send your food with
someone who is going or contact me to make arrangements.




Trees, Shrubs, and Vines for Spring Color By: Lin Grado

Spring weather is fickle in east Texas — freezing or hot, wet or dry — often in the same week. These fluctuations in
conditions can wreak havoc on spring flowers like tulips, or destroy the new growth on perennials. Woody plants like
the trees, shrubs, and vines that bloom in the spring are made of sturdier stuff — they bounce back from the changes
Mother Nature throws at them.

Everyone is familiar with Chinese wisteria, a purple- or white-flowering vine that will consume a trellis or arbor. Its
blooms are beautiful and sweet-smelling, but it takes a lot of pruning to keep it in check. Instead, consider the spring-
blooming native cross vine, with its hundreds of large trumpets of rusty orange and yellow. Another native vine is the
coral honeysuckle, with its blue-green foliage and narrow trumpet-shaped flowers that are coral-red on the outside and
yellow on the inside. The coral honeysuckle will bloom all summer along its 20’ length. Both of these native evergreen
vines will grow and bloom in sun or part shade, and need no supplemental watering once established.

There are many spring-flowering shrubs, but among my favorites are the various Viburnums that grow here with few
serious insect or disease problems. The woodland edges along east Texas roads are dotted with the native rusty black-
haw viburnum in bloom in early spring — a large shrub or small tree with glossy green leaves and metallic blue fruit in
the fall, and gorgeous fall color. In shady garden beds, plant burkwood viburnum, 8’ tall and 6’ wide, whose flowers are
so fragrant that they’ll cause a passerby to stop to enjoy the scent of spring. Another show-stopper — but for the bloom,
not the scent — is the Chinese snowball viburnum. The softball-sized blooms on this shrub start out a chartreuse green,
and then open a pure white, looking very much like a hydrangea bloom. The blossoms perform well in a bouquet, so cut
them and enjoy them in the house.

Wood County is known for flowering trees - Mexican plums, redbuds, and flowering dogwoods all call east Texas
‘home’, loving our well-drained, acidic, sandy soil. You can find varieties with different bloom or leaf colors that will
also do well with a little care. Our native buckeyes are understory trees that sport clusters of bright red flowers, with
shiny chestnut-like fruit in the fall. Fringe trees —our native Grancy Graybeard or the even showier Chinese fringe tree -
are covered in small white fringy blooms in late spring — plant them with some protection from afternoon sun for best
results. There are many other spring-flowering trees that we can grow, such as crabapples with fragrant flowers ranging
from white to almost red, some varieties with larger fruit that’s great for jams and jellies.

Finally, spring color is not just from flowers. Many trees and shrubs can provide beautiful spring color from the new
foliage that is braving the shifting temperatures. Some Japanese maples have gorgeous red foliage as they leaf out, and
Chinese photinia (not the disease-prone red-tip) will light up your garden with new growth color ranging from light
green to pinkish to red.

These shrubs, vines, and trees may not line the big-box store shelves; look instead at your local nurseries for these
plants, and ask them to order it if you don’t see it in-stock. Most likely they’ll be glad to bring in a showstopper plant
that grows in east Texas gardens.

“ Rusty Blackhaw at the
Quitman Library is a spring
blooming shrub or tree

“ This crossvine at the Quitman
Arboretum provides a wonderful
spring photo op ”

S

“Vivid pink blooms and purplish
foliage on the Prairie Fire crabapple “

“Snowball viburnum blooms start
out chartreuse then turn to white ”

Click to return to index




Gardening in Texas = Critter Control By: Ellen Atkins

The xeriscape garden had taken a while to become reality. I had collected a variety of succulents to use in the
bed and had taken plenty of niggling time to get the plan just right. Finally the raised bed was constructed
(husband sweat equity) and filled with purchased garden soil, topped with cardboard and mulch and decorated
with a dead tree and an old wagon wheel. Yucca, agave, guara, desert willow, and cactus were added. Ah, the
xeriscape bed was finally completed. I was enjoying watching the growth; which plants were happy there,
which were struggling to get acclimated, which ones would need to be replaced. It was time to turn my atten-
tion to the kitchen garden.

Sauntering out to the greenhouse one morning I stopped in my tracks at the sight of my xeriscape bed! There
were two gaping holes right in the center of the bed! Plants were up-ended, mulch, cardboard and soil were
strewn everywhere and I was furious. It had to be the neighbor's dog that I had seen retreating from that side
of the house. My first thought was to grab my shotgun and put an end to the garden marauder but I realized
that would most likely upset my neighbors quite a bit. I would need proof that the dog had done the damage
before I approached my neighbors with the "polite" demand that the dog stay off my property. So, the game
camera was posted at the appropriate direction and height. Within a week I would have the ammunition I
needed to correct this unpleasant situation.

Sunday afternoon I retrieved the sim card from the camera while mentally composing the speech I would soon
deliver to my unsuspecting neighbors. I just hoped the picture would be clear and distinct enough for all to
see the digging dog. The first picture was my husband mowing. Next was a bird, then the wind. Come on, I
thought, it has to be here. The next three pictures were of a skunk, the next was an opossum, next were two
squirrels, and finally a couple of photos of a fox. A FOX? NO DOG? Boy, did I waste a lot of energy think-
ing about a silly dog. Now I had to turn my thinking energy into how to outsmart a fox. Of course, the fox
has the advantage of timing; the fox is happy to dig when I am not present or awake. When it came to repair-
ing the bed, I decided to use the natural soil that is found on my property-the kind that dries as hard as bricks.
Into this soil I embedded a piece of metal that had sharp points to deter digging. Ireplaced the plants that
were salvageable and topped all with mulch. I felt sure I had taken care of Mr. Fox.

As days passed by, I gradually stopped checking the xeriscape bed thinking I had overcome the excavating
critter. Then one morning while taking out the garbage, I looked at the xeriscape bed. Something wasn't right.
Walking closer I saw a large hole at one end of the bed and another at the opposite end. The fox was back!
Didn't it get all the moles the last time? My visual evaluation of the garden showed that the beast had tried to
dig in the same location of the last mess it had made but was repelled by the sharp metal. So now I have an-
other repair to make. At least I still have a piece of metal with sharp points to place in these holes.

Click to return to index




Winnsboro Nature Trail/Garden By: Twyla Waters

The Winnsboro Nature Trail/Garden has been a lingering vision to bestow upon visitors of the Gilbreath
Memorial Library, a local church, and the nearby neighbors in Winnsboro. Whether you stand on the li-
brary patio and gaze out at the garden or walk along the trail, there has always been something to see. Both
the peaceful garden and the scenes of destruction provided educational moments. Destruction? Yes, our
garden and trail were victims of many gophers and then the city ran new water pipelines, for the neighbor-
hood, through them. Both situations greatly interfered with our plans; however, we look forward to re-
accomplishing and adding to our Winnsboro Nature Trail/Garden in 2017.

Last year, the Sensory Bed was stripped of the flowering bulbs and moved to what is now the Bulb Bed.
The American Heritage Girls came out and worked with us to obtained their community volunteer hours.
Our 2016 Master Gardener Trainees worked with us while obtaining their 50 training hours. They helped
spread the “mulch, mulch, mulch” and plant perennial flowers in the sensory bed. Thanks to both groups
your help was greatly appreciated.

This year, we're looking forward to seeing what will reappear from last year’s plantings and are excited to
add to the gardens, increasing our original vision. When you come out to help us in this exciting project,
please be patient as our new vision is still in its infant stages. But hey, this gives everyone a chance to help
build and have input to a new and unique garden in our county.

Until later, happy gardening.

For more information on our Winnsboro Nature Trail/Garden and work times please contact Twyla as the
work hours are on a floating schedule. Sj

Tomato Basil Soup By: Reggie Askins

At our March luncheon meeting many of you requested my soup recipe so here it is. A word of caution, 1
cook like my Mom did which is by taste, looks, and smell never as an exact science.

Large can tomato juice
Can of chopped tomato
Large chopped onion
Large handful of chopped basil
Stick of butter
3 Tb of flour
7 cup of parmesan cheese

Half and half/creme

Melt butter and sauté onions and basil till slightly tender. Add flour to thicken stirring constantly. Stir in
Juice then canned tomatoes or fresh if in season. Simmer a short while stirring occasionally. Last add
cheese and at serving time add creme.

Click to return to index




Many Gardening Things to Consider for Upcoming Months:
By: Clint Perkins, AgriLife Agent

May welcomes the approach of summer - a change of season and warmer weather.
Busy days of gardening and landscaping are in store for outdoor gardeners in completing spring chores and in
preparing for summer.

Plants should be mulched with pine straw, straw, leaves, wood chips, etc. to conserve moisture (this
may not seem important now but it will in June and July). A 4" - 6" mulch layer will help to control weeds
and keep the soil cooler during the summer months. Every gardener needs to use mulch as an Earth-Kind®
approach to gardening. Mulches help to improve plant growth in several ways. They keep the soil cool, con-
serve moisture, prevent weeds and provide a slow release fertilizer that will benefit the plants.

Along with mulch, you may want to think about establishing a compost pile or bin if you don’t al-
ready have one. Organic materials such as leaves and lawn clippings will decompose when mixed with your
soil to form an enriched organic garden soil. You will need to water your compost pile from time to time.
Also, mix in a commercial nitrogen fertilizer to speed up the decomposition process.

“My evergreen plants and trees are losing their leaves. What can [ do?” Many
homeowners take the description of “evergreen” too literally and often are concerned
when evergreens such as magnolias, euonymous, live oak, gardenia and some hollies, lose

some of their leaves during late spring and early summer. The new growth on many ev-

ergreens will cause a yellowing of old leaves and leaf drop. In most cases this is nothing

Brown foliage on an ever-

. . . . green does not always

to be concerned about, just Mother Nature putting on a new spring coat of green and dis- indicate a dead tree.
http://homeguides.sfgate.co

carding the old. m/tell-evergreen-dead-

67372.html
Climbing roses can be pruned now if need be after their major peak of bloom.

Plan to feed rose plants on a monthly basis with prepared rose food or % to %2 cup per plant of a complete
and balanced fertilizer such as 15-5-10. While we’re talking about fertilizing ornamental plants, feed crepe
myrtles to get that abundant summer bloom. Apply approximately 2 cup per square yard of soil of a com-
plete balanced fertilizer.

Are you looking for a few good plants to spruce up the landscape? You might consider the following
choices. You will need to plant summer annuals that can take the heat such as periwinkles, marigold, and
portulaca. Annuals for shade may include Impatiens, caladiums, bedding begonias and fern. Summer peren-
nial choices can be selected from Shasta daisy, dusty miller, hosta, daylilies and coreopsis.

Gardening should be fun! It should also be a continuous learning experience _
(continued on next page)

County Extension Agent-Ag/NR: Clint Perkins

Wood County TX

Agor(i)Lifeollilthnsion Service Interested in becoming a Master Gar- TEXAS A&M

618 South Main Street dener and contributing to your coun- L

Quitm(:;, Txa%mge_%%g ty? .If' SO, call. the Wood County GRI IF E
Phone: 903-763-2924 AgriLife Extension office for more EXTENSION

information and to join.
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AgriLife Agent Cont.

and allow for endless experimentation. Unfortunately in Texas, there are many insects and related
pests that also will enjoy your garden. Their damage can interfere with growing acceptable produce. There
are several approaches to dealing with insect pests. Natural control merely allows nature to run its course;
whatever vegetables survive can be harvested. Organic gardening stresses plant health through the use of
natural fertilizers; controlling pests with cultural, mechanical and biological methods; and using only pesti-
cides of natural origin (botanical insecticides, microbial insecticides and insecticidal soaps and oils).

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service advocates the philosophy of Integrated Pest Manage-
ment or IPM. This philosophy is similar to organic gardening except that it does not rule out the judicious
use of synthetic insecticides. IPM is a method of keeping a pest population below intolerable levels by us-

ing a combination of suppression tactics that are:

1) least disruptive to the environment; 2) socially acceptable; 3) most effective; @ N, ®

cartrina

4) least expensive (particularly in production agriculture).

Farmers and gardeners keep an eye on pest populations and the beneficial insects

that are their natural enemies with routine monitoring or scouting. This helps them
http://www.texasinsects.org/

decide when control measures are needed.

Weeds can be one of the gardener’s biggest headaches. Let’s take a closer look at this subject. The
definition of a weed is simply a plant growing out of place. A corn plant in a rose garden could appropriate-
ly be considered a weed. Weeds are a pest because they can rob moisture and plant food from the soil. To
control weeds it’s best to destroy them as they break through the soil surface. Cultivate the garden plot shal-
lowly as soon as you can after a rain or after watering. Be sure to cultivate only the upper crust of the soil
surface. Refrain from working wet soil.

Some people try putting an end to hand hoeing through the use of herbicides (weed killers). Chemi-
cal weed control is fine, but be certain that the herbicide you use is registered for the flower or vegetable
crop you plan to use it on. Always read and heed the manufacturer’s directions carefully; otherwise you
may wind up destroying your desirable plants, as well as the weeds. In general, a long-handled hoe is the

best tool for control of undesirable plants in the garden. It’s certainly the safest.

Happy Gardening
Clint Perkins

Clip-art

Click to return to index
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Wildscape at Mineola Nature Preserve By: Linda Timmons

If you’re looking for the Texas wildflowers you don’t need to go far. The Wildscape has been putting on a
show for several weeks. The Bluebonnets are fast going to seed but there are at least a dozen other wildflow-

ers strutting their stuff.

The biggest statement is the Evening

Primroses. .

They are everywhere. Blossoms open Indian blanket

slowly at dusk, gradually expand or blanket flower

during the night, in full flower by (Gaillardia pul-

morning. Flowers may last up to four chella) are already

days before turning pinkish and with- showing up.

ering These heat and
drought tolerant
flowers usually
herald summer.

Wine cup (Callirhoé involucra-
ta) usually meander along the
ground but they also climb up
neighboring plants.

If you’re lucky you
can see the Rain
lily (Cooperia pe-
dunculata) blooms.
They appear a few
days after heavy
rains.

Fleabane (Erigeron phila-
delphicus) is a tough plant
that looks very delicate.

In ages past it was thought
that dried fleabane was
poisonous to fleas.

Sundrops
(Calylophus berlandi-
eri) also called Texas
primrose is a sweet
little perennial that is
successfully growing
and blooming. It will
continue to bloom
though out the sum-
mer.

Indian paintbrush
(Castilleja indivisa )
Orange colorful parts
are bracts that sur-
round the pointy white
or light green flowers.

Yarrow (Achilla Millefolium
Click to return to index




Farmers Markets By: Judi Luce

Wonderful turn out for the Spring Conference! The information from all
the speakers that were scheduled to talk on varies subjects was excellent.

Everyone has been busy starting seedlings of herbs, vegetables and varies
other plants to sale at the markets. The booth will have information on soil
testing, tip books, tree and wildflower brochures and free wild flower pack-
ets to give away.

Spring is in the air and that means the Farmers Markets (FM) will soon be opening with all the wonderful pro-
duce, plants, home made breads and crafts.

May 6th is the opening day for the Mineola FM and we will be there with our MG booth to help to help kick

l—l .- ,_“’g start that market off. We will return here on May 20 th .

R\

We will be in Mineola May 6th for Saturday market days and in Winnsboro
May 20th. The last day scheduled is in Mineola for June 3rd to conclude the
WCMC Farmers Market booths for this year.

—

Any of our 2017 class is welcome to come and help and get in those volun-
teer hours! In fact all current Associates are encouraged to help too. The
committee is planning to offer herbs, vegetable, and plants. The WCMG Tip
Book and other brochures and garden tools will also be offered for sale.

The goal of the WCMG Farmers Market volunteers is to help educate the public and to bring awareness
about the Master Gardner's Association.

The FM team includes Jenna Nelson, Gwen Fleishman, Linda Timmons, Toni Maddin, and Judi Luce. . .
Click to return to index

New Citybugs-winter's lady beetle invasion By: Mike E. Merchant

Many of you may have gotten calls this win-
ter about lady beetles in homes. I’ve just
published a short blog post that might be
helpful in explaining the situation about the
multicolored Asian lady beetle. These bee-
tles entered homes last fall, but get restless
when daytime temperatures fluctuate up into
the 80s (or 90s in some attics). They may
be a little confused about our winter temper-
atures, but I don’t want you to be confused
about how to respond to these calls. Please
pass on to your Master gardener desks as
appropriate.

http://citybugs.tamu.edu/2017/02/24/lady-beetle-
invasion/
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QUITMAN ARBORETUM AND BOTANICAL GARDENS
By: Jan Whitlock

Inside and Outside the Picket Fence

Here we are looking at the middle of April and plants that usually don’t do much until
June are waking up and strutting their stuff. The amaryllis found just inside the picket
fence at the Stinson House are breathtaking this year. [ am trying to remember to regroup
mine at home for this kind of display.

Barn builders report the end is near . . . on the completion of the storage building they are constructing. The
siding is in place and doors and windows come next. As someone who can barely hammer in a nail without
destroying my thumb, I have been amazed at their skill and expertise. I am sure there will be a ribbon cutting,
dedication, and perhaps a glass of the bubbly (ginger-ale) offered up to this delightful and functional addition
to the Quitman Arboretum.

Another successful plant sale has come and gone. Many thanks to those who came out and supported this ef-
fort. As you well know these are the funds that keep the Arboretum and the Stinson house afloat.

The hard work and dedication of this year’s intern class for the Wood County Master Gardeners has been ex-
ceptional. New friends have been made, much has been learned, and much was accomplished by this hard-
working crew. The “old-timers” thank you from the bottom of their hearts for all the assistance you have ren-
dered in pursuit of volunteer hours. We hope we have not worn you to a frazzle and that you will return and
join us as full-fledged members of the Wood County Master Gardeners. CONGRATULATIONS on your up-
coming graduation. Remember — the coffee is on.

Plans are underway for a Mother’s Day Brunch. Saturday, May 13" will be the date for this event. Tickets are
on sale at the Arboretum website and Face book page. https://www.quitmanarboretum.com. Guests are encour-
aged to wear their big hats if they desire and join us for a relaxing meal and a stroll in the gardens.

Our fearless leader, Pam Riley, has been in poor health for many months and we would appreciate your sup-
port and prayers for a speedy recovery. She has literally built the Arboretum from the ground up with the help
of some Master Gardeners and friends, adding a beautiful venue for the residents of Wood County, and espe-
cially Quitman, to visit and enjoy.

We are looking forward to hosting the annual Science Days for Wood County third graders in a few weeks.
Linda Avant and other Wood County Master Gardeners have been presenting this program for a several years,

and it is always a big success for students and teachers alike. Mark your calendars for May 22", 23", and 24"
If this sounds like an event you would like to participate in — see you at the Quitman Arboretum!

Photos by: Petra Jones

Click to return to index




PUZZLE By: Ellen Atkins

UP AND DOWN WORDS-Gardeners Edition

How to play:
Look at the clue to solve #1. The second part of the answer to #1 is the first part of the
answer to #2, and so on.

Clues:
1. Staycation 5. Free plant food
2. Place for flowers 6. Conserves moisture
3. Tool 7. Beautify a bed
4. Fall task

1. STAY

NN

7. CULTIVARS

We hope you all enjoy the puzzles. There will be a new one each issue. Need the answers?
Come to the next meeting! Click to return to index

Did you Know? By: Sylvia

Butterflies might be more attracted to your weeds than your flowers.

the fragrance and nectar. According to the Smithsonian Institute, new cultivars of pop-
ular flowers have been bred for enhanced color and size, but have often lost their fra-
grance in the process. So everyday weeds, like dandelions and clovers, might actually be the most appealing
things in your yard to butterflies (they hate pesticides, too). Taking care to choose heirloom flower seeds can
get them to also fly your way .goodhousekeeping.com

Colorful blooms aren't the chief reason these insects love your garden — it's more about fEMFSS® |
7

When selecting flowers for butterflies, try to get the old fashioned types, especially single-flowered types.
Double flowers tend to have less nectar. Provide Food and They Will Come. It is important to provide food
plants not only for the adult butterfly, but also for the less-attractive larval stage. By supplying larval food
plants, butterflies will be attracted to your yard to lay their eggs for future generations,
http://agrilife.org/etg/2012/06/2 1/attracting-butterflies-to-your-garden/



http://www.gardens.si.edu/come-learn/docs/butterfly%20gardening%20fact%20sheet.pdf
http://www.burpee.com/heirloom-seeds-and-plants/all-heirloom-flowers/
goodhousekeeping.comC:/Users/sylvia/Documents/2016%20ww
http://agrilife.org/etg/2012/06/21/attracting-butterflies-to-your-garden/C:/Users/sylvia/Documents/2016%20ww

Wood County Master Gardeners Association Officers for 2017
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President — Reggie Askins
Vice-President — Melodee Eishen
Secretary — Jan Whitlock
Treasurer — Tracey Snow Murphy

Online with WCMG

—“MG Wood Works” Newsletter: You are all invited to submit your thoughts and learnings both new and
old to this newsletter. You are permitted to count time writing articles as volunteer hours. If you have ques-
tions please contact the editor: Sylvia Johnson mgnewsletter@hotmail.com.

—Website at http://txmg.org/woodcounty for up-to-the-minute news and scheduled events,
back issues of the newsletter and seasonal videos. Any new content for the web-site can be
sent to Keith Zimmerman.

—Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/Wood-County-Master-Gardeners-Inc-205733709448425/?fref=ts
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1534107646899295/

—CEU—ON LINE: http://txmg.org -look to side of page, click on Training, click on Training Op-
portunities, click Earth-Kind Training for Master Gardeners, almost to bottom of page you will

find Directions. There are 12 subjects, click on arrow in front of subject for video then click on
survey or test. You are not graded on the test.

—Sunshine: Know of a member who needs a warm thought or sympathy? Contact Laurie Fisher

—Volunteer Hours: http://texas.volunteersystem.org Just click on the link and you will see
where to enter your password. Before logging in, right click on the page and save to favorites
or bookmark or Create Shortcut to you desktop. Thanks for entering your hours. If you need
help contact Peggy Rogers.

—Newsletter: Unless otherwise annotated, all photos in this publication were taken by the
author of the article in which they appear.

You can find all E-mail address and/or contact information on the Membership Roster
sent to you by E-mail or on the Member Roster on the Volunteer Hours Website site
above. -SJ Editor-

Click to return to index
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