
booth.  Linda Avant and Lin-

da Johnson showcased the 

Junior Master Gardeners 

Program.  Diana Davett and 

Karen Anderson operated the 

Grow Native/MG Wildscape 

booth.  The 2015 Trainees 

were the driving force behind 

this conference.  We have  

obtained some new members 

that are dedicated, innova-

tive, and willing to volunteer.   

Thanks to all who made this 

conference great.   

The 2015 Spring Conference 

presented by the Wood 

County Master Gardeners 

Association was a success 

this March.  Keynote speaker, 

Steven Chamblee of Chandor 

Gardens, Weatherford, TX. 

gave an in depth presentation 

on “Texas Tough Plants”.  

His PowerPoint presentation 

on easy to grow native and 

well adapted species for Tex-

as growing zones was in-

depth and loaded with easy 

to use tips and pointers to 

help our plants grow in our 

unique weather.  His 

handout listing the best 

plants for Texas is compre-

hensive and lists common as 

well as Latin names of rec-

ommended plants. 

The breakout seminar speak-

er was Deena Taylor, a Wood 

County Master Gardener, 

who gave a mini lecture on 

the square foot garden as 

well as Keyhole gardens.  

These gardens are used 

worldwide where water and 

space are in very limited sup-

ply.  If you want a “carefree” 

garden that is resource con-

serving and uses local and 

easily obtained items for 

feeding and watering, these 

are the gardens for you. 

Linda Timmons and Linda 

Long worked the WCMG 

Our appreciation goes out  to 

the following businesses who 

were this year’s SPONSORS: 

 State Farm Quitman-Steve 

 Mineola Chamber of Com-

merce 

 City National Bank-Quitman 

 Peoples Telcom 

 Wood County National Bank 

 Texas Department of Agricul-

ture 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

 Wildseed Farms 

 Southern Exposure Seed Exchange 

 The Victory Seed Company 

 Cades Building Materials Mineola 

When need of services please remem-

ber those who give back to our county 

and the WCMGA. 
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MG Wood Works 

Special Edition! 

Spring 2015 Conference 
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Steven has been ac-

tive in horticulture 

for over 30 years.  

After working with 

his father, he formed 

Southern Lawn Care, 

a landscape mainte-

nance company.  In 

1986 he joined the Ft. 

Worth Botanic Gar-

den as a Gardener.  

He earned his AAS 

degree in Horticul-

ture from Tarrant 

County Jr. College. He 

was awarded a Bach-

elor’s Degree in Hor-

ticulture from Tar-

leton State Universi-

ty.  His Masters of Sci-

ence degree in Public 

Horticulture Admin-

istration is from the 

University of Dela-

ware. After a stint at 

the Natural Science 

Museum in McKin-

ney, Texas he re-

turned to the Ft. 

Worth Botanic Gar-

den as the Grounds 

Manager/Education 

Director where he 

developed their self-

sustaining education-

al programs.  As Chief 

Horticulturist for 

Chandar Gardens in 

Weatherford, TX., 

Steven brings artistic 

expression to 

the garden and 

educational op-

portunities to 

the community.  

He is a Consult-

ing Editor and 

Author for Neil Sperry’s GARDENS maga-

zine.  He has a monthly e-newsletter col-

umn entitled “Native Son”, and is an Ad-

junct Instructor for Tarrant County Col-

lege and Texas Christian University’s Ex-

tended Education program. Steve is an en-

tertaining speaker who connected with 

the audience using humor, electronic me-

dia, and a knowledge of his Gardening 

Subjects that was evident, understandable 

and timely for his audience.  We thank 

him and his wife, Patti, for traveling to our 

Wood County 2015 Spring Conference. 

Wood County Master Garden-

ers.  Deena also recom-

mends the following web-

sites: 

http://www.debtolman.com 

http://www.debtoman.com/F

ieldGuide.pdf 

http://www.texascooppower.

com/texas-stories/nature-

outdoors/keyhold-gardening 

http://www.inspirationgren.c

om/keyhole-gardens.html 

Our very own Wood County 

Master Gardener gave a 

breakaway seminar on Key-

hole and Square Foot Gar-

dening.  She has become the 

local expert on these fasci-

nating  gardens.  If you want 

a garden that is water wise, 

compact and organic she has 

the garden for you.  Deena  

has built these gardens and 

hosted seminars in the local 

area for several years.  If you 

want more info  contact the 

http://www.mysquarefootgar

den.net/growing-vertical 

http://www.gardeners.com/o

n/demandware.store/Sites-

Gardeners-

Site/default/Page-KGPIS 

F e a t u r e d  S p e a k e r :  S t e v e n  L .  C h a m b l e e  

S e m i n a r  S p e a k e r :  K e y h o l E / S q u a r e  F o o t  

G a r d e n s  D e e n a  T a y l o r ,  w c m g a   

P a g e  2  M G  W o o d  W o r k s  



barrel used for collecting rainwater 

in the good old days.  Thank you, 

Reggie, for doing a good job of dis-

guising that old blue barrel. 

The last item was a 4 ft.  Garden 

Obelisk for growing lush vines.  

Cade’s Building Materials in Mineola 

donated the lumber and WCMG 

Louie Theriault constructed it.  

Thank you, Louie, for building such 

a beautiful yard structure.   

The winner of the Potting Bench was 

Juanita Davis.  The Obelisk was 

won by Patty Alford and the Rain-

barrel was won by Rosemarie Kastran.    

 We printed 400 tickets and started pre

-sales in January, 2015.  I printed an-

other 100 tickets before the confer-

ence.  “Job well done” to all ticket 

sellers. 

Article and Photos By: Karen Ander-

son 

Raffle Items:  2015 Spring Conference  
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Thank You to our vendors.  Please frequent the business that participated and 

donated door prizes to our 2015 Spring Conference.  Your patronage matters. 

Thank you to the 2014 class for their 

contributions of time and materials 

constructing the raffle items.   

Lori Clark volunteered her husband 

to build a Potting bench and she did 

the decorations.   It was a beautiful 

potting bench with a built in tray for 

soil, hooks for hanging tools and 

shelf for storing supplies.  Lori add-

ed medallions for decorations.  

Thanks to Tom and Lori for a fabu-

lous job. 

Reggie Askins decorated a 55 gal. 

barrel used to collect rainwater.  She 

made it look like an old time whiskey 

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  

A r b o r e t u m   

Buy some of your new plants at the Spring Plant sale 

that benefits the Arboretum and Stinson House on 

April 11. The Friends are refurbishing the historical 

Stinson house and gardens.  For more information 

see : www.facebook.com/quitman.arboretum07 

 

 



Tracie justice of Justice Farms 

brought her “A-Z of Minerals and 

Trace Elements” supplements.   

“Home of the MIRACLE Tree”:  

WWW.AZOMITE.COM  

Moringa Trees—Azomite Dealer-

Eggs/Produce 

Sandy Tibbbs carries Audubon 

Society approved bird seed as 

well as innovative yard art and 

specialty embroidery.  See her 

shop at 113 E. Broad Street in 

downtown Mineola. 

S p r i n g  T i m e :  R e c y c l e d  A r t  b y  L a u r a  &  

C l a r k  D r i v e r  

A Z O M I T E –  J u s t i n  F a r m s  

L o s t  C r e e k  o f  M i n e o l a  " w h e r e  

N a t u r e  i s  f o u n d ”  

P a g e  4  S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n –  2 0 1 5  M a r c h   

Let the 

owners or 

sales people 

know that 

you found 

them at the 

WCMG  

2015 Spring 

Conference! 

Bart Soutendijk: Botanical Artist 

Bart draws beautiful flowers on his 

home computer.  See their full 

story in the “East Texas Natives 

Plants Society Magazine”.  He also 

does Wire Wall Murals. 

Www.wirewallart.com 

Www.notesonnature.com 



 

 

 

Q u i t m a n  G a r d e n  C l u b  

Y a r d  A r t  b y :  F r a n n i e  

M a r c h m a n  G a r d e n  C l u b   

H a r m o n y  O r g a n i c s  

b i l l @ h a r m o n y - o r g a n i c s . c o m  
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Local 

Products and 

local produce 

are better 

than 

wholesale and 

big box store 

items.  

Please shop 

locally!” 

The Garden Club  sales Gardenias each spring.  

They are the landscapers for the Quitman Library.  

Purchases of their  flowers raises money for the  

Library garden and reading nook.  Established in 

1946 thy have meetings at the library 2nd Tues-

days 2-4 pm.  For more info on this group contact 

Anna Wilkins who is also a WCMG!   

QuitmanGardenClub@gmail.com 

Bill Strange and Glen 

McIlvain showcased their .  

Harmony Organics product 

line. NATURAL PLANT AND 

SOIL FOOD, etc. which are 

dedicated to their commit-

ment to sustainability and 

natural/organic products 

www.harmony-organics.com 

What a great way to recycle old dishes 

and lighting fixtures.  Monies raised by 

this group goes to Scholarships for Min-

eola Kids.  For more info or to purchase 

their amazing art, contact the Mineola 

Garden Club  at: 903-638-6389 



 

G r e y ’ s  N u r s e r y  a n d  G a r d e n  C e n t e r  

S t a r  D r a g o n f l y  H e r b  C o m p a n y   
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Local owned and 

locally made 

organic products 

show that you 

care about your 

health, the 

community and 

the environment. 

Support our 

vendors. 

Grey’s Nursery located on Highway 

37N (1/2 mile North of Wal-Mart on 

the right) carries a wide variety of 

vegetables, flowers, trees, shrubs 

and soil amendments.  Dana has 

supported WCMG for years and is 

always available for consultation.  For 

more info call: 903-569-9029 

Located  on Elm Street in Winnsboro, 

;Susan Thames sells delicious teas, 

natural face creams and salves, dried 

herbs, herbal extracts, fresh eggs 

and much more! 

For class schedules on Native Edi-

bles and more  see her on Facebook 

or contact her at: 903-588-4313 or  

stdragonfly@yahoo.com 

Hooten’s Land and Tree  Ser-

vice, LLC of Emery, Texas 

Beautiful plants and innovative 

irrigation supplies. Gardening  

Supplies, Plants, Yard Art and 

landscaping. 

H o o t e n s  L a n d  a n d  T r e e  

Handmade Garden and yard homes/art. His 

design/Audubon/custom by WCMG Hubby David.  Da-

vid’s workshop is in Yantis.  For more info on his unique 

and beautiful items contact him at:  

davidaskins@peoplescom.net. 

W h i m s i c a l  H a b i t a t  —  

D a v i d  A c k e r s  



 

 

Main Event Photos: 
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Setting up the Conference-all 

pitch in to help and make  

the day fun! 



 

W O O D  

C O U N T Y ,  

T E X A S  

Extension Office 

Wood County, 

Texas  

618 S Main St. 

Quitman, TX 75783 

9037632924 

Your Address Line 4 

Www.wcmgtx.org 

“What sets Master Gardeners apart from oth-

er garden associations is their special train-

ing in the art and science of horticulture.  In 

exchange for their training persons who be-

come Master Gardeners contribute time as 

volunteers, working through the cooperative 

Extension office to provide horticultural-

related information to their communities. 

Master Gardeners are representatives of the 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service.  In all volun-

teer work related to the program, Master Gar-

deners follow the research based recommen-

dations of the Extension Service.” 

“Time to Plant Smarter” 

Conference 

March 28, 2015 

TXMG.ORG/

WOODCOUNTY/ 
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