
President: Linda Timmons  

An introduction to your 

2016 executive com-

mittee.  

Linda Timmons, President.  
I havenõt been very active 
in the Master Gardener 
program for the last few 
years so I donõt know most 
of you very well.  I donõt 
even really know the exec-
utive committee so I decid-

ed for this first òPresidentõs 
Letteró I would do an in-
terview with each of the 
officers and share some-
thing about your elected 

officers.   

When did you take your 

Master Gardener train-

ing?  

I took the first Master Gar-
dener training offered in 
Wood County in 2003.  I 
was an officer for the first 
6 years because there 
werenõt very many of us 
and we all had to do 
something.  I was presi-

dent in 2006.  That was 
Clintõs first full year as 
agent here in Wood 
County.  Thatõs probably 

why he calls me òMomó.   

Our Vice President is 
Melissa Deakins.  This is 
Melissaõs second year as 
VP.  She took her Master 

Gardener training in 2014.    

Take note trainees, next 
year we may tap you for 
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When winter arrives, we  

gardeners begin dreaming 

up new ideas for our gar-

dens and start planning for 

the days of spring.  WCMG 

has some very talented 

members willing to give us 

tips for our endeavors. 

On January 21 Kathi 

Ladewig will share her 

knowledge of landscape 

design with us.  In our 

outdoor environment we 

are continually challenged 

to conform to the changes 

nature brings.  Loss of a 

tree can call for a new 

sunny garden design in-

stead of that shade gar-

den you had.  Kathi to the 

rescue! 

 February 18 will be an 

interesting investigation 

òFirst Detectorsó.  Ellen At-

kins, Linda Bradley and Peg-

gy Rogers have just complet-

ed a course on detecting 

diseases in our gardens.  

They will share this infor-

mation with us and give us 

some guidelines on how 

WCMG can help handle 

problems in our area.  

an office!   

Molly Mathis, our Secre-
tary, took her training in 

2013.   

Jan Whitlock, this yearõs 
Treasurer completed train-
ing in 2011.  Jan was our 
2015 Volunteer of the 

year.   

What did you learn from 

your Master Gardener 

training?  

The thing I learned that 
helped me the most was 
about pH.  It doesnõt mat-
ter what you do to the 

soil,                    (click here) 
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if the pH is off the plants simply canõt absorb nutrients.   

Melissa and Molly also thought learning about soil was the event that helped 

them most in their gardening.  

Molly was a big city girl all her adult life and never had a garden,  she was like a 

blank slate, everything helps her with her garden.   

Jan added that she has learned a lot from the other trainees and MGs.   

What is your gardening style?  

I have discovered over the years that I am what is called a plant collector.  I 

used to want to grow every new plant I saw, now I just want to grow every-

thing that will grow happily in East Texas.   

Jan loves perennials and enjoys a natural landscape, half sun, half shade.    

Melissa is challenged with a shady country yard.  She doesnõt have a lawn but 

grows hydrangeas in tubs doing her watering by hand from collected rain wa-

ter.  Melissa is looking for shade loving Texas natives.   

Molly loves working in her garden.  She grows old fashioned roses and a small 

vegetable garden.  Bell peppers are her favorite vegetable to grow and use. 

What is your favorite MG project?  

My favorite project since becoming a Master Gardener was the National Earth-

kind Rose trial.   Wood County hosted one of the first complete national trials.  

It took contributions from the city of Mineola (the site and mulch), the county 

(site preparation), businessmen (roses and equipment) and lots of volunteer 

workers (us).  After the trial was completed some of the top roses were kept 

and the area was turned into a garden.  Itõs called Beverlyõs garden and it is 

located about ½ block west of the train depot in Mineola.   

Mollyõs favorite project is the nature preserve.  She loves the beauty out there 

and enjoys working with the other volunteers.   

Melissa was very active last year in our spring conference.  Her forte is organizing.    

Janõs heart is at the Arboretum but she has been involved in most of our current pro-

jects. 

What would you like to see WCMGA start or improve?  

Melissa is concerned with finding something our association can do to raise funds for 

expanding our educational projects.   

Molly would like us to be active in increasing awareness of what we can do to improve 

our environment.     

A priority for Jan and for me is to make WCMGs a more cohesive group.  We all enjoy 

Master Gardening and the many friends weõve made.  Weõre looking forward to sharing 

horticulture knowledge with Master Gardeners and our county in the coming year.  
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pixaby 

The winter season is an ideal planting time and a good time to take a critical look at your landscape and to make plans for future 

plantings and improvements. 

The wise gardener plans ahead, particularly when it comes to a new shrub and tree selection.  Do not put the cart before the horse.  

Be sure there is a basic landscape need before choosing new plants for the landscape.  Choose the best plant available to fit your 

needs.   

A good landscape design is one that achieves a maximum of enrichment or beauty, is useful to your needs and one that you can en-

joy.  Emphasis is placed upon how well the landscape functions so as to satisfy the need.   

In my opinion, the ideal landscape is designed for an individualôs need, and it is difficult to say what is a good landscape or what is a 

poor landscape.  What might be an ideal design for one individual might be totally wrong for another.  Landscape design is an art 

that has few rules.  Yet, there are definite guidelines for developing and improving a landscape design. 

 

Basic Steps to follow: 

Look at your landscape with a critical eye, and observe the existing home site.  Take note of the wind and sun direction in relation to 

the outdoor and indoor living arrangements.  Also notice the existing plants, structures, walls, walkways, and natural drainage.  

First observe the site to discover your landscape requirements and/or desires.  Perhaps the entrance walk is not located properly, or 

there is a desire for a pleasing view from the kitchen window.  The next step is to list all the landscape requirements and needs. 

Once you have discovered your requirements for the landscape, select the location that will support the requirements best.  For ex-

ample, the childrenôs play area may best be located to take advantage of an existing tree, yet in view from the kitchen window but 

somewhat removed from the patio area. 

After you have identified a location that best meets your requirements, the next step is to turn these requirements into activity spaces 

and give them size and shape.  Think in terms of outdoor rooms for these activity spaces and give them meaning just as you would in 

the interior of the home. 

The final step in the design process is to select the materials you need for your design implementation: plants, walls, surfacing, etc., 

which will best satisfy the original requirements, only then will you know the plants and other materials to order to make wise choic-

es.  The gardener must consider the ultimate plant size, form, and seasonal interest, growth requirements and the general character of 

the plant.  Will the plant do the job it is intended to do? 

(cont. on next page) 

 

 

AgriLife Agent Clint Perkins:  

Plan Before Planting  

County Extension Agent-Ag/NR:    Clint Perkins:  

 

 
Wood County TX  

AgriLife Extension Service  

618 South Main Street  

Quitman, TX 75783-0968  

Phone: 903-763-2924 

Interested in becoming a Mas-

ter Gardener and contrib-

uting to your county? If so, 

call the Wood County AgriLife 

Extension office  for more 

information and to sign.  



 

I like simplicity, others like complicated.  Whatever you intend, be sure the plants are doing a specific job and meeting the needs of 

the intended use of the landscape.  Do not over plant and be patient with small plants; they will grow into larger ones with time.  Be 

sure to group like plants together rather than scattering them out.  Use lines and masses of the same plant in odd number groups.   

Landscape maintenance is to be considered.  Plant only what you can properly maintain.  Make plant selections in regard to the time 

and efforts you can give.  A well planned landscape will promote outdoor enrichment and enjoyment.  Landscapes do not just hap-

pen.  They must be carefully planned for future enjoyment.   

Happy Gardening   

 

If the landscape design meets the requirements, hodgepodge results and ñovergrowniaò  (later)  can be avoided. sj  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WCMGs submitted a check to the Wood County Commissioner Court Friday December 4, 2015 for the amount of $155,160.72!!!!  
The value of the independent sector for Texas Volunteers is $24.66 per hour for 2014. That is 6,292 hours that Wood County Master 

Gardeners volunteered for the benefit of Horticultural Education and Garden Management throughout the county. This ceremony 

gives credence to the hard work and many hours of labor we provide our county and itôs citizens.  

Representing the Association were: (L-R) Jenna Nelson, Karen Anderson, Sandra McFall, Petra Jones, Sylvia Johnson,  

Linda Timmons and Clint Perkins. 

AgriLife Agent Clint Perkins cont.:  

Volunteer Hours Count in Wood County by Sylvia Johnson 

(click to return to index) Photo by: Terry Jones 

(click to return to index) 



QUITMAN ARBORETUM AND BOTANICAL GARDEN 

THE OPEN HOUSE AT CHRISTMAS FOUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD WITH-

OUT ANY POWER, AND THOSE OF US AT THE STINSON HOUSE WERE 

SCURRYING AROUND LOOKING FOR CANDLES AND MATCHES.  THE 

GUESTS DID NOT MISS THE ELECTRICITY.  ALL OF THE FOOD AND BEVER-

AGES WERE CONSUMED WITH GUSTO AND AN ACCOMPANYING 

AMOUNT OF ANIMATED CONVERSATION.  THE OLD HOUSE BEAMED 

WITH PRIDE AS IT HAD BEEN DECORATED òTO THE GILLSó.  A GREAT 

EVENING WAS HAD BY ALL.  IF YOU MISSED THIS PARTY, WE DO HOPE 

YOU WILL JOIN US FOR THIS CELEBRATION NEXT YEAR. 

THE ROSE GARDENS HAVE ENJOYED THIS MILD FALL WITH ITS WARM DAYS AND COOL NIGHTS.  THE REMAINING 

GARDENS HAVE SETTLED INTO THEIR WINTER MODE. A FEW BLOOMS HERE AND THERE, AND THE GRADUAL DYING 

BACK OF SUMMER  GROWTH REVEAL THOSE SELECTIONS THAT WERE SUCCESSFUL, THOSE THAT NEED TO BE RE-

THOUGHT, THOSE THAT NEED A NEW LOCATION, THOSE THAT WERE A BIG MISTAKE AND THOSE THAT WERE 

òPROVEN WINNERSó.  WE DO HOPE THAT YOU WILL JOIN US AS SPRING ARRIVES TO JOIN THE GARDENING SQUAD 

AS WE READY THE BEDS FOR ANOTHER  YEAR OF UNPREDICATBLE TEXAS WEATHER AND MANY GUESTS WITH THEIR 

CAMERAS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again the Stinson House was decorated in its usual glory, lots 

of Christmas trees and table decorations. It is always a great joy to 

see the different rooms.  

There was an abundance of food put out for all of the visitors to sample. When the lights went out, candles 

where placed about and they gave the rooms a Christmas flair. Thank goodness the musicians brought their 

own battery powered lights and could play to entertain the crowds.  Thanks to Association member Ann Nor-

ris and her group òIn Harmonyõs Wayó  for providing the uplifting seasonal music. 

(click to return to index) 

Stinson Open-House by: Petra Jones 

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE PICKETT FENCE by: Jan Whitlock 

Stinson House Christmas Invitation  



Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

     

 

WILDSCAPE EDUCATIONAL GARDENS  

 

The year 2015 was a very strange and challenging year for all gardeners.  First it was cold and flooding, then 

switched to drought thru the summer and then back to flooding for the fall.  It made it very hard to schedule work 

days when it seemed like it was raining every Tuesday, but we were able to squeeze in some days.  

Again this year, we used the Rainwater Collection system to demonstrate and inform the trainee classes from 

Wood County and Van Zandt County.  In September the Ag tour made a stop at the Mineola Nature Preserve for 

lunch and a tour of the òWildscapeó gardens and Rainwater Collection system. 

In the spring and again in the fall the rains came and kept coming. Flooding made it difficult keeping the beds in 

shape and the weeds out.  Due to the rains and then the heat, it took most of the summer to get the horse trough 

planters installed and plants in place under the pergola.  In June we were again blessed with some young adults to 

help at the gardens but of course it rained 2 of the 3 days.  However, they really worked hard that one day.  Oh to 

be so young and strong again.  

We did apply for a grant to help establish a òMonarch Butterfly Way-Stationó in the gardens.  There were so many 

proposals to the grant offer, the funding organization had to reduce the grants.  Our $500 request /proposal was 

reduced to $100 actually received, but every little bit helps.   

The year of 2016 is going to be a busy one if the rain will give us a break.  First on the agenda is òSpring Flingó 

which will be held on April 23 from 9:00 -12:00 at the Pavilion.  Our theme is òNo Green Thumb Requiredó and the 

topics that will be presented by Wood County Master Gardeners are òLasagna Gardeningó, òSensory Garden plants 

and designó and òGardening on Wheelsó with guided tours of the òWildscape Educational Gardensó.  So keep this 

date open on your calendar and come join us for an informative and fun day.  You can also receive volunteer hours 

for any work you do on this project.   

We are also replanting the bed under the òOvergrowniaó shade tree, re-vamping the òMonarch Butterfly Way-

stationó, òSensory Gardenó and acquiring more grasses for the òGrass Hill Gardenó.  If anyone has ideas or sugges-

tions for the garden please let us know (Karen Anderson or Joan Morgan).  

Despite all the cold and rain the flowers were beautiful this spring and again in the fall.  All the grasses planted 

the previous year were spectacular and some were over 5 ft. tall.  The Princess Caroline Napier grass has now sur-

vived through 2 seasons and looks beautiful each year.  

In March, the Wood County Master Gardeners lost one of itõs long time members, Lucy Germany, òThe Edible 

Weed Ladyó.  Lucy loved the òWildscape Gardensó and would have let every weed live out its life at the Preserve.  

During the òSpring Flingó we will be placing a memorial brick in the òMonarch Butterfly Way-Stationó in honor of 

Lucy.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mineola Nature Preserve by: Karen Anderson 

(click to return to index) 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜŜŘΚ bƻǘƘƛƴƎΚ  9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚ .ȅΥ {ȅƭǾƛŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 
 

 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŬǊƳΥ 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weed 

 ǿŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΣ Ϧŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜϦΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŀǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǳƴπ

ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǎŜǩƴƎǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŬŜƭŘǎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ƭŀǿƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ŀȄƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ϦǿŜŜŘϦ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ōƻπ

ǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ 

ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŎǊƻǇ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎŜƴǳǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ 

ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ōǊŀƳōƭŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǘŜŘ ƭƻƎŀƴōŜǊǊƛŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŀǎ ǿŜŜŘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ 

ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǩƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ  

²ǿ ǿΦƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎƪƴƻǿƘƻǿΦŎƻƳΥ  ²ŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜΣ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƭŀǿƴ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǇŀŎŜΦ aƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΣ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ 

ƻũŜǊ ŎƭǳŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ 

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƛǘŎƘŜƴǘŀōƭŜƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΦŎƻƳκǿƘŀǘ-ƛǎ-ŀ-ǿŜŜŘκWǳƴŜ нлΣ нллу ōȅ 5ǊΦ bƛŎƻƭŜ {ǳƴŘŜƴŜ    

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ƅƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ ƛǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦέ   5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿŜŜŘǎέ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀƭ ƘŜǊōǎΚ  CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΧ άǿŜŜŘǎέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǝƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŜǧƭŜǎΣ ŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜŘ ŎƭƻǾŜǊΣ ǇƭŀƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŎƭŜŀǾπ

ŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ǎǝƴƪȅ .ƻōΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǿŜŜŘέ ƛǎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ 

ñLove is no hot-house flower, but a wild plant, born of a wet night, born of an hour of sunshine; sprung from wild seed, 

blown along the road by a wild wind. A wild plant that, when it blooms by chance within the hedge of our gardens, we call a 

flower; and when it blooms outside we call a weed; but, flower or weed, whose scent and colour are always, wild!ò  

~John Galsworthy 

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƳŜǊǊƛŀƳ-ǿŜōǎǘŜǊΦŎƻƳκŘƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅκǿŜŜŘ 

мΦ м ŀ όмύ Υ  ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻŦ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΤ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Υ  ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ 

ƻǾŜǊƎǊƻǿ ƻǊ ŎƘƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ όнύ Υ  ŀ ǿŜŜŘȅ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ō Υ  ŀƴ ŀǉǳŀǝŎ ǇƭŀƴǘΤ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŀǿŜŜŘΦ  

нΦ н ŀ Υ  ŀƴ ƻōƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ō Υ  ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΤ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Υ  ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǳƴŬǘ 
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 So youõre going to buy chickens.  Chances are youõve already picked a breed or two, know what colors their 

feathers will be and also what colors to expect from their eggs should you be lucky enough to get any.  But wait. Do you 

know how their caruncles will appear?  Yes.  Caruncles.  According to Mirriam Webster, this generally refers to protuber-

ances found on the head and neck including combs, earlobes,  and wattles.  Apparently their uses vary but are primarily 

employed in mating and controlling body temperature.  These come in all shapes sizes and a couple of colors.  For in-

stance, Ayam Cemani and Silkies have black combs. 

A roosterõs comb may increase slightly in size and brilliance when mating behavior is evident; more blood is be-

ing pumped into the area in order to attract hens.  The roosterõs comb may also appear brighter when warm tempera-

tures increase blood flow to the comb in an attempt to cool the bird  

Combs 

The fleshy growth atop the birdõs head is referred to as the comb and occurs  most commonly in chickens, tur-

keys and pheasants.  Currently there are nine recognized combs:  buttercup, cushion, pea, rose, single, strawberry, Silkie, 

ôVó and walnut. As referred to above, the primary function of the comb is to cool the birds through vascular blood flow to 

both the combs and wattles.      

       Buttercup:  Sicilian Buttercup                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

  This comb is a bowl shaped crown, sitting atop the center of the skull and the deep center 

recess is completely surrounded by points or serrations.  This is a rare breed, imported from Sicily as 

hatching eggs during the 19
th

 Century and accepted into the  American Poultry Associationõs Stand-

ards of Perfection in 1918. 

                                                        

   

Cushion Comb:  Chanteclar  

The cushion comb is exclusive to the Chanteclar breed that was developed in Quebec to produce a 

chicken ideal for egg and meat production in Canada..  The cushion comb begins at the approximate 

place where the beak meets the skull and extends to the middle of the head.                          

  

                                                                                                                           

    

tŜŀ /ƻƳō 

Breeds:  Ameraucana, Araucana, Asil, Brahma, Buckeye, Cornish, Cubalaya, Shamo, Sumatra, Yokohama 

 The pea comb sits low on the head and is of medium length.  It has three ridges running length-

wise with the center ridge being slightly higher and larger than the other 

two.  Both outer ridges have small rounded serrations. 

                                                                                                                                                                  

wƻǎŜ /ƻƳō 

Breeds:  Ancona, Belgian DõAnver, Dominique, Dorking, Hamburg, Minorca, Rosecomb, Seabright and 

Wyandotte  

This is a log, broad, nearly flat comb that should have a convex shape to the top and protrude well 

over the back of the skull.  The shape can differ significantly between breeds. 

                                        

Caruncles & Wattles Oh My!  By: Lynn ArronSpeer 

By AbbyDog 11 Mo. old hen  

By RhodeRunner - Partridge Chanteclar - 1 yr. 

By MooMee56  Louie, Brahma - 1 yr. Cockerel 

By Mama Hen Chris - Gold Laced Wyandotte - 2.5 yrs. hen 



Single Comb 

Breeds:  Ancona, Andalusion, Australorp, Barnevelder, Belgian DõUccle, Campine, Catalano, Cochin, 

Delaware, Dorking, Dutch, Favorelles, Fayoumi, Holland, Java, Jersey Giant, Lakenvelder, Leghorn, 

New Hampshire, Marans, Minorca, Orpington, Plymouth Rock, Production Red, Rhode Island, Sussex, 

Turken and Welsummer 

A properly formed comb will extend from the beak past the skull and will contain several serrations 

that are small in the front and very distinct in the mid -section.  An older henõs comb may become 

floppy but is no  indication of a health concern on its own.  

 

    

 

Strawberry Comb 

Breeds:  Malay 

This comb is similar to both the pea comb and the cushion comb but it distinctly sits further for-

ward on the skull than either of those and protrudes over the top of the beak.  Additionally, it is 

wider than either of those two and resembles the hull of a strawberry in texture.  

                                             

 

 òVó Comb 

Breeds:  Appenzeller, Crevencoeur, Houdan, La Fleche, Polish and Sulta   The prominent òvó is very 

evident, along with the extreme wattles.  

 

 

 

 

Walnut Comb 

Breeds:  Orloff, Silkie, Yokohama 

The unmistakable walnut shape and lumpy texture is the singular mark of the Walnut Comb whose 

comb sits far forward over the beak. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from the Editor:  Just as in gardening and landscaping it pays to do your research before you buy.  Sj 
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By BarnGoddess01 - Jackson, Blue Copper Marans - 6 mos. Cockerel 

By The Bird-

By SilkiesForEver - Murphy - Silkie - 7 mos. - Cockerel 

By TexCalkas ð Polish ð 2 yrs. Cockerel 
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2016 Training Class Schedule 

2016 WCMG Intern Class Schedule

Date Subject Speaker Hours Chapter

1/5/2016 Botany, Structure, & Process Clint Perkins 3 1

1/12/2016 Soil 1 Clint Perkins 2 2

Reporting of Volunteer Hours Peggy Rogers 1

1/19/2016 Soil 2 Clint Perkins 1 2

propagation 1 Katie Cater 2 1

1/26/2016 Propagation 2 Katie Cater 2.5 1

Project Introductions Project Leaders 0.5

2/2/2016 Composting/Vermicomposting/Containers Holly Ross 3 3

2/9/2016 Herb Gardening/ Gardening in Containers Kathy Ladewig 1.5 6

Keyhole Gardening/ Square Foot GardensDeena Taylor 1.5 6

2/16/2016 Vegetable Farming Lowell Tanksley 1.5 6

Home Vegetable Gardening Ellen Atkins 1.5 6

2/23/2016 Growing Turf Clint Perkins 1 8

Drip Irrigation John Fox 2 3

3/1/2016 Entomolgy Allen Smith (TFS) 3 4

3/8/2016 Intergrated Pest Management Linda Timmons 3 4

3/15/2016 Gowing Fruit & Nuts Tommy Phillips 1.5 5

Texas Natives Liz Soutendijk 1.5 3, 7

3/22/2016 Earth-Kind Peggy Rogers 2 3

1st Detector Peggy Rogers & Linda Bradley 1

3/29/2016 Tree I.D. Eric Taylor (TFS) 1.5 7

Trees for the Urban Environment Daniel Duncam TFS) 1.5 7

4/5/2016 Landscape Design Linda Timmons 3 7

4/12/2016 Rainwater Harvesting Karen Anderson 3 3

4/19/2016 Field Trip Peggy Rogers

4/26/2016 Graduation St Dunstans Episcopal Church (Invite Friends & Family)

Total Hours 50

Tuesdays 8:30- 11:30 a.m.

As we know all schedules are subject to change.  However, changes will be sent out via E-mail ASAP when they oc-

cur.  All Associates are encouraged to attend as many classes as possible.  Come to update/reinforce your 

knowledge.  Come to see current Associates and to meet possible new Associates.  We need to support the 

instructors, the presenters, each other and the trainees. 

See you in class, SJ             (click to return to index) 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Master Gardener of the Year: 

Jan Whitcomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Innovator of the Year: 

Melissa Deakins  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach Person of the  

Year: 

Gloria Jean Rosewall 

2016 Wood County Master Gardener Awards by: Clint Perkins 



Picture from TG website 
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Texas Master Gardener Magazine by Karen Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Leader of the Year: 

Linn Grado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rookie of the Year: 

Keith Zimmerman 

 

 

Great job everyone!  And a special thanks to those who took the time and effort to vote this year.  Recognizing 

each other is one of the ways we all feel better about ourselves, our organization and our volunteerism. sj 

Time sure sneaks up on you when you lest expect it.  If you have friends or family who like to garden or 

want to learn more about gardening in Texas, a gift subscription to Texas Gardener Magazine would make 

a great gift.  It is easy and puts a little money in the Wood Co. Master Gardener bank account for educa-

tional programs and projects during the year.  

Attached is an application for a gift subscription or one for yourself.   If for a gift, be sure and include all the 

information for the recipient and your name for the acknowledgment.   It will take a few weeks for the or-

der to be processed but a card will be sent letting your friend or family know they will soon be receiving a 

wonderful magazine about gardening.  

If you have a subscription up for renewal and renew it thru our Master Gardener association, we receive a 

percentage of the renewals.  

Do you have an òOops, I for got someoneó n my Holiday listó?  This is a great gift that is meant not to arrive until after New Year! sj 

clipart 



 

The yearly Christmas Party was held again this year at St. Dunston Church in Mineola.  The Rector Rev. Thomas A. Pantle gave a 

warm Christmas prayer and bid us all welcome to his hall.  While the turnout was small (where were you all?) it was a warm and 

heart lifting affair.  The food this year was a smorgasbord of Master Gardener favorites, homemade with love and contained enough 

variety to fill everyoneôs plate at least once!  Thank You to all who brought those ever popular East Texas staple, the Casserole.  The 

salads were inventive and fresh and added a great counterbalance to the rich casseroles.  Thanks to the MGs who brought the Ham 

and the Pork Roast, they just topped off the meal.  Speaking of topping off the meal, the dessert table was once again groaning under 

the weight of the many sweet and beautiful cakes, cookies, pies and candy.  If anyone went home hungry they must have slept 

through the event.  However, I donôt think that would have been possible because we had lovely and lively Christmas music provid-

ed by MG Associate Ann Norris and her musical group ñIn Harmonyôs Wayò.  What a popular local group and what a treat for all 

attendees.  ñIn Harmonyôs Wayò provided wonderful entertainment for both the MG Associateôs Christmas Party and the Stinson 

House Holiday Party.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again this year, our special thanks to the MG Associates who ar-

ranged our use of the hall and worked so hard setting up/taking down and 

working the kitchen.  We appreciate the hard work and hours you provided 

on our behalf. 

 

 

 

 

There is so much talent in our Association and it is during the annual Christmas Party we see some of the artistic Associates shine.  

This year the table center pieces were inventive and cleverly spectacular.  Nature provided most of the  components  and our artistic 

Associates found inspiration in the landscape around Wood County.  Creative and  quirky, they were a site to behold.  Great job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 MG Associateõs Christmas Party by: Sylvia Johnson 

ϦLƴ IŀǊƳƻƴȅϥǎ ²ŀȅϦ 
²Ŝ ƳŜǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ vǳƛǘƳŀƴ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ  DƭŜƴŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊϥǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴΣ ōǳǘ 

ǎŀǿ ǳǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǳƪǳƭŜƭŜǎΦ  !ΦbΦ 



One centerpiece came with great toys for 

boys.  Linda Timmons included small gourds 

that just happened to be shaped just like 

twirling tops.  Twylaõs boys could not resist.  

Hey mom,  watching them entertained us 

too!  



The following are pictures of the party and those who attended.  We loved having our friends and families join us in this 

special occasion.  Enjoyé 
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