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Williamson County Master Gardener 

JOURNAL 

Why?

Why aren’t the Master Gardeners 
involved in the farmers’ market at 
Lakeline?

Why don’t the Master Gardeners 
have a booth at ________________?

Why can’t the MG go on field trip to 
________________?

As president of WCMGA, I get these 
questions regularly. The answer is. 
“We can, if someone will take 
responsibility for the event.”

Anytime you start wondering the why WCMGA is not doing 
something that you think we should be doing, start thinking of 
how you can make it happen.

If you think we should staff an information booth somewhere, 
and you are willing to take responsibility for making the 
arrangements and finding the necessary volunteers, then 
submit a project proposal form to the Project Committee. The 
forms are available on our website.

If you think WCMGA should take a field trip and you are 
willing to make the arrangements, then submit your idea to 
the Program Committee.

WCMGA members are a great group and enjoy the chance to 
work and socialize together. However, someone has to be 
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willing to take responsibility to make things happen. So the next time you wonder why we are 
not doing something, start thinking of how you can make it happen.

What are we doing with all our money?

Looking at the current balance of our bank you account, you might wonder, “What are we 
going to do with all that money”? While WCMGA appears to have a healthy bank balance, our 
expenses have exceeded our income for the last four years. Yes, that is correct. We are 
spending more than we are bringing in. Our membership has expanded and our expenses 
have increased, but our dues and our fundraising efforts have remained fairly flat. 

According to our agent, Fred Hall, as a non-profit organization, WCMGA’s bank balance should 
be at least twice our yearly budget, preferably three times. Our current balance is only slightly 
more than our current budget.

We are always looking for ways to contain our cost and increase our income. Hopefully, we 
can increase our fundraising to the point that our budgets will break even and then eventually 
allow us to start saving again. We would love to reach Fred’s goal of having a balance of at 
least twice our yearly operating budget.

So, if you have wondered what we are doing with all our money, the answer is that we are 
using it to cover our operating expenses that exceed our income. (WCMGA members can view 
our budget information in the Member’s section of our website.)

Jeanne Barker

2013 WCMGA Garden Tour
The 2013 WCMGA Garden Tour was held on Sunday, September 29. The Program Committee 
wants to thank these talented, creative and hardworking Master Gardeners for offering their 
gardens for this fun tour. Mother Nature cooperated and gardeners are always prepared for the 
TX weather, so it was a great day.  The knowledge that established gardens provided, showing 
what works and hearing what doesn't was invaluable. So again, thank you to the hosts. Also, 
thank you to all those who attended and enjoyed the tour! Please click here for photos from the 
tour.

http://txmg.org/williamson/files/WCMGA-Garden-Tour.pdf
http://txmg.org/williamson/files/WCMGA-Garden-Tour.pdf
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This September marked the kick-off of the development of the nature trail at Berry Springs 
Park and Preserve, managed by Susan Blackledge. The project provides an opportunity for 
volunteers to help develop the trail system and work on tasks related to the restoration and 
management of the Preserve’s trail and natural habitat. The nature trail provides wonderful 
access to bird-viewing areas and to “outdoor classrooms” that are rich in educational 
opportunities.

The United Way Day of Caring fall event was a cooperative effort where volunteers from 
United Way of Williamson County, Williamson County Master Gardeners, Good Water Master 
Naturalists & 2013 Interns joined forces with park staff to work on clearing and marking the 
nature trail, to identify plants and remove invasive species, and to broadcast seed at selected 
locations along the trail and throughout the preserve. 
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Berry Springs Park and Preserve -
Nature Trail Volunteers at Work

by Cynthia Nelson
(photos by 
Susan Blackledge)

Berry Springs Donkeys
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Master Gardener Interns, Master Naturalists and 2013 Interns provided volunteer hours prior 
to the scheduled event to manage preliminary tasks, which included:

• Naming sections of the trail, and making and installing signs along the trail:  
o Berry Creek & Nature Trail
o Cedar Grove Trail
o Prickly Pear Path
o Yucca Way

• Mixing native wildflower seeds in buckets of soil to be broadcast on the workday.
• And, no volunteer effort is complete without the Berry Springs donkeys, who provided 

plenty of good material for the “Berry Springs soil mix!” 

Originally scheduled on September 20, The United Way Day of Caring fall event was 
rescheduled to September 24, due to the 100% chance of rain predicted on the 20th. Fourteen 
volunteers were still able to participate, and the rain made it much easier to remove invasive 
plants. In addition to removing invasive plants, volunteers:

• Seeded 10,000 square feet of wildflowers and native grasses along the trail and in the 
Native Plant Garden at the trailhead,

• Mulched sections of the trail,
• Installed rocks, cactus plants and wildflower seeds at specific locations to identify trail 

entrances and intersections.
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Wildflower Soil Mix 
Left to right: Tom Marshall, Pam Goolsby, Cheryl Alvis, Amber 

Wells, Susanne Paclebar, Mikey Molleur

Cedar Grove Trail Sign Going Up
Jim Abreu (sign maker) and Cyndi Nelson (post painter)
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Volunteers working on the section of the nature trail near the Berry Springs overlook had a little 
added excitement, when activity on the opposite side of the waterway caught everyone’s eye:

(Caution is advised when viewing the following photograph, if you are the least bit 
squeamish about RATTLESNAKES!)

Needless to say, all who paused to take in the view and capture the attached photo were 
relieved to be on the opposite side of the bank from this pair.

Mark your calendars for the next Nature Trail workday! The next United Way of Williamson 
County “Day of Service” is scheduled on the Martin Luther King Holiday - Monday, January 
20, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Additional information will be sent as the date approaches.

It promises to be an equally rewarding opportunity to continue the work on the Berry Creek 
Nature Trail and to enhance Berry Springs Park and Preserve, which has been recognized for 
its outstanding trails and picnic facilities - thanks in great part to its volunteers.

Hope to see you there!
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Snake Break 
Left to right: 

Mike Harper, Bonnie Sladek, Pam Johnson, Patty Osga, Cheryl Alvis, JoAnn Beneat, Susanne Paclebar, Rick Robbins (in the hat showing 
behind Susanne), Charles Grimes, Sandra Roberson, Susan Gates, Kent Perry
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Berry Springs Park Workday
by Joyce May

Williamson County Master Gardeners joined in the effort October 12 to 
spruce up Berry Springs Park and Preserve during the facility’s annual fall 
workday and potluck luncheon.

Partnering with representatives from Good Water Master Naturalists and 
the Boy Scouts as well as individual volunteers, Master Gardeners tackled 
various beautification projects. These included pruning, trimming, weeding 
and wildflower planting.

Susan Blackledge, park manager, said the volunteer contribution makes a 
huge impact both aesthetically and financially on the county-run facility.
“They are it. We have no horticulturist for this park other than the volunteer 
efforts,” she said.

Master Gardeners maintain a volunteer presence throughout the year at 
Berry Springs Park and Preserve, considered by some to be the best kept 
secret in Georgetown.

Located at 1801 C.R. 152 in Georgetown and opened from 7:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m., the park offers a serene setting to picnic, camp, hike and fish.
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JoAnn Beneat Betty Jo Phillips

Amber Wells and Melissa Veliz Rosanne Martine

Benjamin Veliz and Caitlin Wells Pamela Johnson
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If turnout to a September 21 Williamson County Master Gardener seminar entitled 
"Landscaping Your Home in a Drought" is any indication, the subject of maintaining a beautiful 
yard during dry conditions is on the minds of many homeowners.

Winola Van Artsdalen served as program organizer. She expressed her excitement for 
community response to the event, which drew 120 attendees, the maximum amount allowed in 
the conference room at the Williamson County Extension Office in Georgetown.

"We were full five weeks before the event," Winola said. “It is obviously a timely topic and 
people are eager to learn more."

Cat McGrath, a certified Master Gardener in Texas, New Mexico and Missouri, who specializes 
in xeriscape, kicked the morning off with tips on how to plant native, drought tolerant and 
adaptive plants to yield year-round color. Cat said homeowners do not have to turn their yards 
into a gravel pit in order to conserve water. She cautioned, however, that newly planted natives 
may need supplemental watering the first year or two. “It is a mistake to think that native plants  
don’t need  water,” she said. “They don’t once they are established.”
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Landscaping Your Home in a Drought, 

WCMGA Fall Event - A Big Success!

BY JOYCE MAY

Cat McGrath offered tips on 
how to plant native, drought 
tolerant and adaptive plants to 
yield color all year long.
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Bob Whitney, former Williamson County Extension Agent, brought his humor and expertise in 
discussing soil health and maintenance, starting with the dictum that “soil is not dirt.” Mr. 
Whitney stressed the “right plant, right place” philosophy for growing which begins with 
knowing what type of soil you have and which plants do best in it. “In other words, go look at 
what is failing in your neighbor’s yard and don’t plant that,” he joked.

Pam Penick, an Austin-based landscape designer and author, was the day’s final presenter. 
Author of "Lawn Gone! Low-Maintenance, Sustainable, Attractive Alternatives for Your Yard,” 
Ms. Penick inspired attendees with a photographic tour of gardens both traditional and 
whimsical.

Bob Whitney, former 
Williamson County Extension 
Agent, made a one-day return 
to Georgetown to present a 
talk on soil health and 
maintenance. He visits here 
with Denny Schey. Following 
his return from South Africa, 
Mr. Whitney now runs a 
consulting business based in 
De Leon, Texas.

Pam Penick, landscape 
designer and author signs a 
copy of her book for Round 
Rock resident Shirley 
Bowman. Her talk, “Kiss 
Your Lawn Goodbye” 
served to alleviate fears 
that xeriscaping means 
moonscape or gravel. She 
encourages homeowners to 
lose what she considers the 
boring monoculture of 
lawns and incorporate a 
variety of plants, hardscape 
and fun features into their 
yards.
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The event also featured a plant sale, demonstrations and displays as well as an opportunity to 
tour the flourishing vegetable, herb and rose gardens located on the Extension Office grounds.

Williamson County Master Gardener Mary Sexton 
delivers plants to Ray Wahrenbrock’s vehicle 
during a plant sale held September 21 in 
conjunction with the seminar on landscaping in 
drought conditions.

Williamson County Master 
Gardeners hosted a plant sale in 
conjunction with its “Landscaping 
Your Home in a Drought” seminar 
September 21. Plants for the sale 
came from local wholesaler Joss 
Growers.
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by Winola Van A!sdalen

Mon"ly Gardening Tips

November Gardening Tips:

Only water as needed. If you have been watering twice a week, you should be able to 
cut that to once a week now or not at all during periods with adequate rain.

Add compost for nutrients and mulch for protection from temperature extremes, or you 
can just add mulch knowing that, as it breaks down, it will add nutrients.

If you plant now, be sure to mulch well. This is a good time to plant shrubs and trees to 
develop roots to be well established for next summer.

Check your landscape for bulbs that need to be divided. Overcrowded bulb plants will 
not bloom well.

You can remove dead and overgrown branches from shrubs and trees not susceptible 
to oak wilt.

If you did not spread top dressing last month, do it now to add nutrients to the soil and 
help it hold more moisture next summer.
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December Gardening Tips:

Only water as needed. Be sure to keep mulch on plants for protection against 
temperature extremes. As organic mulch breaks down, it also adds nutrients, a double 
reward for your efforts.

This is the best time to transplant bushes and shrubs, so roots can settle in before 
spring growth. Be sure to mulch.

This is the safest time to trim oaks, while the nitidulid beetle, which carries the fungus, is 
less active, but still do paint the wounds!

Check your gardening stores and catalogs to give Santa some helpful hints for 
Christmas shopping and be sure to use the beautiful foliage from magnolia, yaupon, 
artemisia and others in your holiday decorations.

Texas Ma#er Gardener Conference in $Allen

Wayne Rhoden, Jeanne Barker and Claire Hall attended the Master Gardener 
Conference in McAllen. Williamson County Master Gardeners also came home with 
two first place awards. 

Our 2012 Directory achieved a first in the publication category. Congratulations to 
Grace Bryce who put the Directory together last year!

And Our Lady of the Rosary Cemetery received a first place in the projects category. 
Congratulations to Claire Hall, who headed up the project, and to all the Master 
Gardeners who have volunteered at Our Lady during the past two years!

Congratulations! Y& Rock!
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Monthly meetings are held at the Williamson County Extension Office, 3151 SE Innerloop 
Road, Suite A, Georgetown, Texas. 

November 11, 2013 6:30 p.m. 
Personality of Roses

Speaker: Mike Shoup, the author of the book, “The Empress of the Garden.” He 
specializes in Antique Roses and will offer an interesting insight in to the personality of a 
rose in the garden. His newest book will be available for sale after the meeting. One 
hour educational credit. for this meeting.

December 9, 2013 
Awards Dinner instead of monthly meeting (see below)

January 13th, 2014 6:30 p.m
Citrus Plants in the Pot and In the Yard

Speaker: Michele Pfluger of Green-n-Grow Nursery will share information on growing 
cold hardy citrus in Central TX, both in a container and in the ground. She may bring a 
few plants to sell. One hour educational credit. for this meeting.

Save the Date
Williamson County Master Gardener Meetings
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December 9, 2013 6:30pm, dinner starts at 7:00pm
Awards Dinner
St. Gabriel Community Center at 445 E. Morrow Street in Georgetown.

Catered Fajita Bar with chicken and beef fajitas, flour and corn tortillas,Spanish 
rice,pinto or refried beans, guacamole, pico de gallo, shredded cheese, tortilla chips 
and salsa, sweet and unsweetened tea and brownies for dessert. For our 
vegetarian members we'll have a bowl of sauteed peppers and onions to fill their 
tortillas and a pot of home made beans cooked without meat or bacon.

We will not be selling alcoholic drinks this year but any one can bring their own 
bottles of favorite wine or other drinks. There will be clear plastic glasses provided 
for them.

Our decorations for the evening will be in the colorful southwestern-style.

There will be door prizes and different awards given out during the evening. 
WCMGA members who attain 100 volunteer hours for the first time will receive a 
shirt with our logo, others will get award pins.

All WCMGA members, interns and guests will pay $10.00 for the dinner

WCMGA Awards Dinner
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Educational Opportunities for Master Gardeners

Monument Cafe Gardening Classes
500 S Austin Ave, Georgetown, TX 78626

November 16, 2013 from 10:30am - 11:30
Garden Class with Michelle Perry: Backyard Composting Turn your garbage into black gold for 
your plants! 

November 23, 2013 from 10:30am -11:30
Garden Class with Michelle Perry: Organic Pest Control Learn how to keep pests at bay 
without using harsh chemicals.

Leander and Cedar Park Classes

Also classes (and volunteer opportunities) are available in Leander and Cedar Park. Contact 
Mary Hargita for more information. 

Leander gardening classes are held at the Mason Homestead, 11015 Bagdad St (next to the 
Leander Library).

November 7, 2013 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Testing and Amending Your Soil

Cedar Park gardening classes are held at their Recreation Center, 1435 Main St, Cedar Park, 
TX 78613, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month except for the August class which will be on the 
27th. Some speakers and volunteers needed.

November 19, 2013 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Indoor Container Gardening including Living Arrangements for the Holidays (speaker needed)

mailto:maryhargita@gmail.com?subject=Leander%20and%20Cedar%20Park%20Classes
mailto:maryhargita@gmail.com?subject=Leander%20and%20Cedar%20Park%20Classes
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Travis County Master Gardener Education Classes

How to Prune Landscape Trees
Thursday, November 14, 2013, 10am-12pm
Travis County Agrilife Extension Office
All trees need to be pruned at times in their lifespan. Pruning, done properly, can improve 
a tree's structural strength, maintain its health, enhance its beauty, and protect property 
around it. Pruning done incorrectly or carelessly, however, can ruin a tree permanently. 
Learn about tree selection, pruning correctly for different types of trees, and the right 
season for pruning. Participants' questions will be welcomed. Register at:
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/index.cfm/productDetails/productid/1296/ or call 
979-845-2604.
$10 fee, $15 late registration. 

Natural Gardener:

There are free classes available at The Natural Gardener.

Online classes:

The state Texas Master Gardener Association allows only 3 online educational hours per year.  
They offer 12 different  free online EarthKind Modules from which to choose. The link for these 
classes its here: 

WCMGA also has approved the webinars from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center to the 
approved list.  There is a small fee associated with their webinars.

A total of 3 online educational hours per year is allowed whether they are all through A & M or 
a combination of EarthKind and Wildflower.

http://www.naturalgardeneraustin.com/view-all-events.html/
http://www.naturalgardeneraustin.com/view-all-events.html/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/
http://www.wildflower.org/webinar/
http://www.wildflower.org/webinar/
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Officers for 2014
The nominating committee presented a slate of officers at the September meeting. No 
nominations were made from the floor, so the slate was accepted by acclamation: Wayne 
Rhoden as President, Cat McGrath-Farmer as Vice President, Annie Bowersox as Secretary, 
Sandy Lawrence as Treasurer.
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You can find the WCMGA Calendar here: 

Newsletter 
Submissions

Thank you to those Master 
Gardeners who submitted 
articles, pictures, and ideas for 
this newsletter issue. In 2014, 
we will publish monthly 
newsletters. If you would like 
to contribute to the January 
2014 Wi!iamson County Master 
Gardener Journal, please send 
your submissions to Jinna 
MacLaurin at 
jinna_maclaurin@yahoo.com by 
December 15th, 2013. Thank-
you!

As you garden, volunteer and 
learn, please take a moment to 
share your experiences with 
other gardeners. 

http://txmg.org/williamson/calendar-2
http://txmg.org/williamson/calendar-2
mailto:jinna_maclaurin@yahoo.com?subject=WCMGA%20Newsletter%20
mailto:jinna_maclaurin@yahoo.com?subject=WCMGA%20Newsletter%20

