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Welcome to the monsoon rains. Who would have thought that the lake levels would be full or almost full in June? This reinforces the advice
we give to everyone in Central Texas to plant in raised beds not only for the drainage and soil moisture in summer but this saves the plants
when we have the deluge of rain when we finally do get some. It seems that we either do not get any rain or we get way more than we need at
one time. As the climatologists say, we live in a constant drought with periods of floods. The good news is that most of us have good looking
landscapes no matter what kind of turfgrasses we have. The experts say we have a 90 % chance that El Niño will continue through the
Northern Hemisphere summer of 2015, and a greater than 80 % chance that it will last through 2015. I am a believer after the last couple of
weeks. What this means is that we will have more rain this year than normal and from other sources, it will be cooler than normal.

If you have been out to the demonstration/research gardens or seen some of the pictures, you know that the Landscape Committee and the
individual garden chairs have been busy installing drains to route the water away from the gardens. Still, they report that they have been
donating produce to various charities each week. Hats off to the folks that regularly meet on Tuesdays and Fridays to maintain the gardens.

The new Master Gardener class will be starting in August this year and there is one day left in June to attend an information session to get an
application for the class. After the last session we had 20 applicants for the class and we hope to get 35. Hopefully you have notified any
friends that may want to take the class.

Starting next month we will be appointing a nominating committee which will start looking for officers to serve for the year 2016. You will be
seeing emails asking if you are willing to serve as an officer for the Executive Committee, and shortly thereafter, if you are interested in
serving on one of our five committees, which with the Executive Committee, form the Board of Directors. This is your opportunity to step up
and make a difference in our association. Look for the information coming soon.

The Help Desk still needs volunteers and this is a great opportunity to increase your knowledge of the horticulture questions that come across
the desk. You will learn more volunteering for the Help Desk than just attending advanced training sessions. You can work with an
experienced master gardener and see how it all works. Try it, you will like it!

I hope all of you have a great summer. See you at the monthly meetings.
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Stepping Up to the Plate

What’s the response when you ask an artist and nature lover to illustrate a state license plate? When the artist is Collene Sweeney and the
plate will support a favored conservation organization, it is yes.

“I felt extremely honored to be asked to design it,” says the retired Texan about being approached because of her botanical illustration skills to
develop a plate for the Wildflower Center in fall 2013.  “I said, ‘I just want to do this for fun!’”

Sweeney first began to create black-and-white botanical illustrations for the Center in 2011.  A master gardener with degrees in fine arts and
technical illustrations, she met with the Center’s former plant conservation director about drawing at-risk plants and more and signed up to
volunteer once a week.  “I had lunch with Flo Oxley, who’s a dynamo, and I’ve been here ever since.”

That said, a career as an industrial designer at IBM and developing icons and images for computer software wasn’t an exact fit.  “I hadn’t done
pen-and-ink drawings since I got out of college,” she notes.  Sweeney has since provided nearly 200 drawings to help the Center illustrate
natives using minute details that photos can’t always duplicate.

For the specialty Texas Wildflowers license plate, she depicted a Texas bluebonnet, pink evening primrose, Indian paintbrush and Indian
blanket to be recognizable at high speeds.  How long she worked on several variations, she can’t recall.  “When I get involved in my art,” she
says, “I essentially lose time.”

Her favorite time sink? Drawing the texture and other details of seeds from plants such as Caroline snailseed (Cocculus carolinus) and
bigtooth maple (Acer grandidentatum).  Some drawings require three visits to the Center to observe the plant, but she doesn’t mind.  “I am just
absolutely fascinated with the design of some of them – how beautiful and bizarre they are, like from an alien planet.”

Another favorite: depicting the sometimes-varying leaves on the same ash tree.  Millions of ash trees in Texas are at risk of being killed if
emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) continues spreading Westward, making it especially important for the Center to correctly identify these
trees.  That is done before freezing ash seeds (for storage) in case there is a need and a way to resurrect their populations.  Sweeney’s
drawings that depict those diverse leaf shapes on individual trees have helped with ash species identification.
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Hearing about threats to native plants has left its own mark on Sweeney.  She has made seed collections for the Wildflower Center, whose
staff can’t always gain permission to enter privately owned landscapes.  The collections have included a copper lily (Habranthus tubispathis)
at her family’s ancestral home near Waco and the uncommon Williamson County winecup (Callirhoe involucrate var. lineariloba) at a friend’s
place near her home.

Sweeney sowed spare seeds of this winecup in her yard to do even more.  “I’m really seriously collecting seeds now for my property and
focusing in on our natives, especially pollinators.  This work has made me intensely conservation-minded – and much more knowledgeable
about native plants.” Barbra A. Rodriguez is the media relations manager for the Wildflower Center.

Photo credited to John W.
Clark of the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center.
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From My Garden Gate

By Sandy Watson

My gardening style is continually evolving. In earlier days, emulating Gertrude Jeckyll and her mastery of cottage gardens was my goal.  I’m
no longer sure what my style is. Perhaps all my uncertainty is due to increased knowledge.  Or could it be exposure to Pinterest and
YouTube? Whatever the case, I have discovered a whole new world of gardens. Captivated by these incredible gardens, the people who built
them, and at times plants that are new to me, I thought you might also enjoy hearing about these pioneers in garden design.

Nicole de Vésian has fascinated me for at least 15 years now. After a career in fashion, lastly with Hermes in Paris, she retired following the
death of her husband to Bonnieux, Luberon, Provence. For the next ten years, starting when she was 70 years old, she transformed a crumbling
estate into one of the most beautiful gardens in France. Designing Jardin De La Louve (Garden Of The She-Wolf) launched her second career
at age 79. She had no training in garden design whatsoever, but her experience designing textiles and fashion sense led her eye. What an
inspiration!

As you look at photos of the estate, you will see elements of her influence on garden design that remain in America today. Concrete garden
balls, wire baskets, use of boxwood and Italian cypress for structure, gravel as a base for courtyards; all of these things are still very much in
vogue.

I was curious about the climate of Provence. My research concluded that there is approximately a ten to twelve degree difference, more or
less in our overall temperatures, except that our summers can be hotter and our winters are colder. And of course, we have much more
humidity! But, hey, I’m an optimist and I would really love a Provençal garden. And we certainly have access to limestone! In internet photos I
recognized rosemary, lavender (of course), and thyme, the plants you would expect to be in a Mediterranean garden. In others, you see
Jerusalem sage, iris, and even yucca! Each one of those is right at home in Texas heat.
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It’s so easy to overlook the lowly boxwood. She planted loads and loads of incredibly inexpensive, drought tolerant, freeze resistant boxwood.
But her vision of it is different: artistically pruned, planted in masses and exquisitely placed. We may not want to maintain all that boxwood,
but then again as a backdrop for other plantings, it can be intensely dramatic.  And another thing it has going for it, you can get it anywhere.
Last fall I decided to channel Nicole and add structure to already existing plantings by buying boxwood which was on sale at many big box
stores. Not all boxwood is equal here in Central Texas. Japanese Boxwood (Buxus microphylla var. japonica) is a good choice.  This variety
is deer proof and can withstand our heat, humidity and tricky soil. You can get the 6 ft. version or a dwarf 2-3 ft. size. If you want a more
native plant, try dwarf yaupon holly, although it grows much more slowly. Pam Penick recommends buying from local nurseries as insurance
against blight which is known to strike boxwood along the east coast. She also recommends Winter Gem, Buxus (sinica var. Insularis), if
you are looking for a smaller, slow growing cultivar for part sun/shade areas.

While most of us may not have a beautiful home in France, there are things we can learn from the late Madame Nicole de Vésian, who died
in 1996 at the age of 82.

Here are a few things I have learned from the garden icon I consider a mentor:
1. Get the “bones” of your garden right.
2. Structure is important and leads your eye.
3. Color doesn’t have to come from flowers alone.
4. Use what grows well in your area no matter how common and use it in MASSES for added drama.
5. Follow your instincts and never give up no matter your age or circumstances!

Resources:

Nicole de Vésian: Gardens, Modern Design in Provence, by Louisa Jones, 2012

Pam Penick’s Blog: http://www.penick.net/digging/?p=25342

A video tour of La Louve on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZQWbQ0QhRg&list=PLgvl9Kf99Xcz4ATDx1QsJ55ab2MiJJXEEar

http://www.penick.net/digging/?p=25342
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Photo by Clive Nichol.

Photo by Kirsten Honeyman.

Red flowering plant - Jupiter’s Beard (Centranthus ruber)
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Photo credited to John W. Clark of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.

Photo by GardenDesign.com
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Photo credited to John W. Clark of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.
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Photo by GardenDesign.com    Rounded plants are thyme!
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Are you like me? I am working in my yard wondering what is this weed? Why isn’t my Pineapple Guava producing, the leaves on my roses are sure
looking puny, I wonder if it’s time to separate those bulbs, can I cut back my asparagus yet???  Oh well, I will look that up when I finish mulching.
Finally done and it’s time to fix dinner, go to a meeting, clean house, do laundry and all those questions float out of your mind until the next time you
are working in your yard.

SOLUTION
Sign up for the HELP DESK!
The questions you get to research are the SAME questions you ask yourself everyday but don't have time to get them answered.  The HELP DESK
is set up with all the latest research, books, articles, digital libraries, and all at your fingertips!  The two hours you spend might be answering easy
questions or researching to find answers!  You talk to people who are so thankful you have called them and excited about anything you are sending
them.

THE HELP DESK!
Kaye Davidson, with the help of the extension agency office, has set up a comfortable environment to do all of the above.  Everything from the
computer to a microscope is easily at your disposal. Fred is often close by to answer your questions.  Frequently you will not know the answer
immediately, but after a bit of research you will find it!  If you get a question late in your shift or you just can’t find the right answer ANYWHERE,
note it on the log as “pending” and the next volunteer will follow up.

NO- it's not a time to bring a tantalizing book, knit a blanket, or play computer games.  You use this time to check the incoming questions,
(sometimes there aren't ANY), find answers to those questions you came up with in your own garden---someone else will have those questions
too!  Check the logbook to see if you need to research a question that was not answered by the last volunteer.  Further your own Master Gardening
Education.

QUALIFICATIONS
Basic computer skills, (e-mail, input of information, researching internet and documents--training available) willingness to learn, happy telephone
voice, and a little excitement about what you are doing.  Get the training--it will be scheduled soon!  Let Kaye Davidson know you are interested!
(kaye.d@suddenlink.net.  And, see you at the Help Desk!

WANTED – Hours That Benefit Both You and
Williamson County

By Rebecca Caldwell
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Water and Fertilizer: Less is More
by Jean Legan

Central Texas heat and humidity can wreck havoc on landscapes and gardens.  With longer summer days and higher heat indices, we often
feel the urge to “do something”...from over watering our turf and garden to over fertilizing landscapes!  Prudent irrigation and natural fertilizing
techniques will protect and sustain your garden and landscape throughout the summer. Here are a few pearls for successful home garden and
landscape management.

As a rule of thumb, most turf grasses require an inch of water per week.  There are some drought tolerant turf varieties i.e. Buffalo grass, which
do well in areas with lower annual rainfall amounts.  In our area, Bermuda grass and St. Augustine grass varieties are most commonly used in
landscapes.  These grasses are well-adapted to central Texas weather, tolerate our annual ambient temperatures and are easy to maintain.
During the summer months, it is important to raise the lawn mower deck height. This keeps grass blades longer and protects moisture in root
zones.  Keep in mind, mowing should only remove the top third of the grass blade.  Using the “mulch” setting on your mower will recycle
clippings and provide a natural nitrogen fertilizer for your turf.

My greatest “sin” in home gardening is over watering during the summer months.  After watching my tomato plants wither from rampant
Alternaria, I converted my garden pop-up irrigation to a drip irrigation system, on a separate zone from the turf.  Drip irrigation puts water right
where the plant needs it—at its roots!  Also I purchased an inexpensive moisture meter!   These two changes made a significant difference in
my tomato yield and my summer water bill.   Water and fertilizer requirements for vegetable gardens will vary depending on the type of crops
you select for summer gardening.   Applying straight compost (or a 1:1 mix of compost and mulch) as a top dressing in your garden serves the
dual purpose of maintaining soil moisture levels and fertilizing plants concomitantly.   Heavy feeders such as tomatoes will require frequent
applications of nitrogen fertilizer during the summer.  Using a liquid based nitrogen fertilizer such as fish emulsion every two weeks provides
rapid release of nitrogen to growing veggies and enhances moisture levels in the root zone.
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During periods of extreme drought or heat, trees may exhibit a variety of heat stress symptoms from wilting leaves to stunted growth.
Depending on the type, size and age of the tree, heat stressed trees become more susceptible to insect damage and disease.   During
periods of extreme drought, prudent tree watering is the best option.  Conventional turf irrigation systems cannot substitute for deep
watering trees during a drought.   Concentrated watering of the area below tree branches during the early morning or evening hours is
recommended.  One to four inches of water should be applied every 10 days during drought periods.  For more information about
managing heat stress in trees, please visit the Texas Forest Service at http://txforestservice.tamu.edu.
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Mosquito Repellents
by Wizzie Brown

I was planning on doing an article on cochineal scale, but in light of recent rains, I thought I would cover mosquito repellents.  I know I just did
a general article on mosquitoes, but this will provide more information on the repellents themselves.  As you have probably noticed, we have a
bumper crop of mosquitoes this year, so make sure you take the proper precautions while spending time outside.

Activity times for mosquitoes can vary.  Most people are familiar with the four D’s- DRAIN (standing water), DEET (wear some repellent),
DUSK & DAWN (stay indoors during dusk and dawn to avoid peak populations) and DRESS (wear long sleeves and long pants).  While this is
still good advice, it may be a good idea to spread the dress and repellent advice for anytime you will spend time outdoors.

When outside, try to wear long pants and a long sleeved shirt in light colors.  I know it’s getting hot, but if you can stand getting a little hot, it
can reduce the number of mosquitoes that can reach your skin.  Repellent should only be applied to clothing and exposed skin.  Do not apply
repellent underneath clothing!  If you want to apply repellent to your face, spray your hands with repellent and rub it onto your face.  Do not
spray repellent directly into your face or near eyes or mouth.  Make sure to apply repellent outdoors.  Do not allow children to handle
repellents. Wash hands before eating, smoking or using the restroom.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends using a product registered with the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) containing
one of the following active ingredients: DEET, picaridin, IR3535 and some of the products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus.

DEET, also known N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide or N,N-diemethylbenzamide, was developed by the U.S. Army in 1946 to protect soldiers in
insect-infested areas.  Pesticides containing DEET have been used by the general public since 1957.  Products containing DEET should not
be used on children younger than 2 months of age (read the label and check with your pediatrician if you have questions).  DEET has a slight
odor and may have a greasy feel to some people.  It may damage plastic, rubber, vinyl or synthetic fabrics.  DEET may be irritating to the eyes
and skin for some people.  DEET comes in a wide variety of concentrations, so choose the one that will work best for your situation.
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Picaridin was first made in the 1980’s and resembles a natural compound called piperine (which is found in plants used to produce black
pepper).  Picardin has been used in Europe and Australia for many years, but has only been in the U.S. since 2005.  Picaridin is non-greasy and
is odorless.

IR3535, or 3-[N-Butyl-N- acetyl]-aminopropionic acid, ethyl ester, was developed in the mid- 1970’s and became registered for use in the U.S. in
1999.  It is registered as a biopesticide by the EPA because it is functionally identical to a naturally occurring substance (an amino-acid). It may
dissolve or damage plastics and may be irritating to the eyes.

Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or PMD (para-menthane-3,8-diol) are essentially the same thing; PMD is the synthesized (lab created) version of
oil of lemon eucalyptus.  “Pure” or “essential” oil of lemon eucalyptus is not labeled as a repellent and has not undergone testing and should not
be used as a repellent product.  OLE/PMD has been on the market in the U.S. since 2002.  OLE/PMD should not be used on children younger
than 3 years of age.  The natural product (OLE) has known allergens within it while the synthetic version (PMD) has less of a risk to allergens.
This product is classified as a biopesticide.  OLE/PMD has a varying range of residual, some offering about 20 minutes of protection while other
products may last up to two hours.

Many factors play into how long a repellent will last for a person.  Some of these are:
· The concentration (or percent of active ingredient) of the product.  You can find the percentage on the product label.
· Person’s attractiveness.  Some people are more attractive to mosquitoes than others (and no scientific research has proven that it is

because of eating garlic, taking vitamin B, using tobacco products, etc.).  A person’s genetic code plays a large part on what makes a
person so attractive to mosquitoes.

· Frequency and uniformity of application.  In other words, how often is the repellent applied and how good of coverage did you get?
· Activity level of the person.  The more active the person is, the more sweat they produce which can cause the repellent to wash off the

surface of the skin.

As a word of caution, there are products that combine sunscreen and insect repellent.  The CDC recommends that if you need sunscreen and
repellent, that you choose two separate products.  Sunscreen should be applied more often than repellents.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Extension or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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by Winola VanArtsdalen

● Look at other landscapes for plants you like that are surviving hot weather.
● Remove spent blooms from plants regularly.
● You can trim oaks now, but paint all wounds on oaks any size, any season, immediately!
● Check that all planting beds, shrubs and trees are protected with mulch and that you are watering deeply.  If you have an

automatic system, be sure someone has access to system when you are away in case of problems.  Remember that trees and
bushes need slow, deep watering.  Water at their driplines, where the feeding root system of a tree or shrub is located.  See photo.
With a large tree, this will take several hours.    You can lay a slowly running hose on the ground and move it around, or, for
smaller trees, you can circle soaker hose and leave it there.  Then, just disconnect when finished and reconnect water hose to
soaker hose circle to water next time needed.  After watering flower beds, garden, or trees/shrubs, use a long handled screwdriver
a few hours later or the next day to see how deeply the soil is moistened.

● Though fertilization is usually recommended in August for Bermudagrass, do not fertilize during drought, as it causes more leaf
growth at the expense of roots.

● Take care of the gardener.  Try to work in the cool of the morning and evening or in shade.  It is advisable to wear sun protection,
use mosquito protection when possible, and always drink plenty of water.

● Keep water available for pets and wildlife.  This can be as elaborate as a pond, or easier maintenance like a disappearing fountain
with a slow moving pump.  It can a pan of water with stones in it changed with fresh water often.  For butterfiles, dig a shallow
hole, put some decomposed granite in it and keep moist.



Williamson County Master Gardener Newsletter                                                                                                          Summer 2015

Page 19

● Turf:  Raise mower height in hot, dry weather to 3”.  Keep blades sharp and mow frequently to avoid cutting more than one third of the
leaf blade on any cutting.  Brown mowing strips in your turf is a sign too much of blade was cut.

Source:  Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service
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Williamson County Master Gardener Meetings

Monthly meetings are held at the Williamson County Extension Office, 3151 SE Innerloop Road, Suite A, Georgetown, Texas.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Social time is held from 6:30 p.m. until 7:00
p.m. The program (usually an educational speaker) is from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Monday, July 13, 2015, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.: Steve Reynolds will speak about bromeliads. One hour educational credit.

Monday, August 10, 2015, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.: Theresa Wilts will discuss starting seeds for fall. One hour educational credit.

Monday, September 14, 2015, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.: Betsy Ross will teach us about building better soil . Betsy Ross raises beef on grass. She in turn has
learned the benefits of compost teas and worm composting to improve the soil structure which leads to improved
forage which leads to improved cows and the resulting beef.  She will be talking about improving soil structure, and
how we as homeowners can accomplish that and reap the benefits. One hour educational credit.

Monday, October 12, 2015, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.: Wild Organics. One hour educational credit.

Save the Date
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Educational Opportunities for Master Gardeners

Williamson County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Webinars and Patio Series
Webinars and patio lectures are held at the Williamson County Extension Office, Extension Training Room, 3151 SE
Innerloop Road, Suite A, Georgetown, Texas. Webinars and patio lectures are free. Call 512-943-3300 to register by noon
on the Thursday before the class. For more information, see http://williamson.agrilife.org/.

Williamson County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Classes
Unless otherwise indicated, classes are held at Williamson County Extension Office, Extension Training Room, 3151 SE
Innerloop Road, Suite A, Georgetown, Texas. Call 512-943-3300 or register online at http://williamson.agrilife.org/program-
registration/.

http://williamson.agrilife.org/
http://williamson.agrilife.org/program-registration/
http://williamson.agrilife.org/program-registration/
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Travis County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Master Gardener Classes
Seminars held at Zilker Botanical Garden are free. Zilker Park entrance fee is $2 per adult ($3 for non-Austin-residents),
$1 per child or senior. For more information, call (512) 477-8672. Zilker Park is at 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin,
Texas.

You must register for seminars held at Travis County Extension Office online by phone 979-845-2604. Location and fee for
classes is noted in description. Class sizes are limited. The Extension Office is at 1600 Smith Road, Austin, Texas.

July 18, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
“Pond Basics– The Big, Bad and Beautiful” Come learn about the steps of building a pond in your backyard
and the best tips for success. Jeannie Farrier, Austin Pond Society Board Member and 2014 President, and
also a retired teacher, has had ponds for over a decade. Her most recent pond holds 10,000 gallons. Free of
charge. Held at Zilker Botanical Gardens.

August 6, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
“Backyard Basics– Backyard Chickens” Are you ready for the fun and rewarding experience of keeping your
own backyard chickens? Ally Stresing will help you get started with this informative talk on raising the home
flock. Ally Stresing is an accomplished vegetable gardener who decided that no backyard garden is complete
without chickens. Registration: $10 through 8/2, $15 starting 8/3 and onsite. For more information, see
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty.

August 8, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
“Photography in the Garden” Learn how to take plant pictures with impact –namely composition and lighting.
This seminar will begin with an overview of cameras (film & digital), lenses and composition. Course
prerequisites: study the owner’s manual on your camera. Sam is a long time photographer and Master
Gardener specializing in presentations on Beneficial Insects and Plant Photography. In 2009, he was selected
as “Photographer of the Year” in the Travis County Master Gardener photo contest. Free of charge. Held at
Zilker Botanical Gardens.

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty
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September 10, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
“   “Backyard Basics- Natural Pest Control” Come to learn how to tell pests from other insects found in your backyard. We will
   Focus on integrated pest management to avoid many problem pests you may experience. Wizzie Brown serves as Program
   Specialist – IPM in the Austin metroplex encompassing Travis County and surrounding counties.
   Visit her blog at http://urban-ipm.blogspot.com/ Registration: $10 through 9/6, $15 starting 9/7 and onsite. For more
   information, see https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty.

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty
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Monument Cafe Market Gardening Classes, 500 S Austin Ave, Georgetown, Texas
No information available on August classes at this time. For more information, call 512-240-4715.

Saturday June 27, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
“Alternative Garden Design” with Michelle. We’ll discuss some permaculture inspired water wise ways to build a
garden.

Saturday July 4, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
“July in the Garden” with Michelle. Join us for our monthly series where we go over the garden to-do list.  Learn
what to plant, what to harvest and other timely garden tasks. This class is perfect for the beginning gardener and
those new to growing in Central Texas.

Saturday July 11, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
“Drip Irrigation for the Home Garden” with Michelle. Save water and grow happy plants using drip irrigation.  Learn
about all the bits and pieces here.

Saturday July 18, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
“Backyard Composting” with Michelle. Learn how to transform your food and yard waste into black gold for your
plants.

Saturday July 25, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
“All About Weeds” with Michelle. Learn how to identify and manage common weeds using organic methods.

For Summer 2015, Katy is offering weekly 10:00 a.m. KIDS GARDEN CLASSES!  In June they are on
Tuesdays and in July they are on Wednesdays.  The offering is for kids aged 5 to 8. $5 per child.  Call
512.240.4715, e-mail michelle@themonumentcafe.com, or stop by the Market to register.

Hill Country Water Gardens and Nursery, 1407 North Bell Blvd, (Hwy 183), Cedar Park, Texas
Call 512-260-5050 for class information.

Natural Gardener Gardening Classes, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, Texas
Classes are subject to change so please call first to confirm. Classes are held outdoors under an open air canopy – be sure
to dress for the weather. Arrive early for best seating. You are welcome to bring your own chair. Classes last about an hour.
For more information, call 512-288-6113 or see http://www.naturalgardeneraustin.com.

http://www.naturalgardeneraustin.com
http://www.naturalgardeneraustin.com
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Online Classes

The state Texas Master Gardener Association allows only three recorded (static) online educational hours per year from the
12 different free online EarthKind Modules. The link for these classes is: http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/.

WCMGA also has approved the webinars from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, http://www.wildflower.org. There is
a small fee associated with their webinars.

A total of three online educational hours per year is allowed towards certification, whether they are all through A&M or a
combination of EarthKind and Wildflower.

There is no limit on live online educational hours per year allowed for certification through Texas A&M AgriLife Extension.

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/
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Tuesday, September 22, 2015 thru Friday, September 25, 2015
International Master Gardener Conference - Horticultural Horizons in the Heartland

Mid-America Center, 1 Arena Way, Council Bluffs Iowa 51501
See http://calendar.tamu.edu/?calendar_id=771&y=2015&m=09&d=22&eventdatetime_id=20836&.

Events of Interest to Master Gardeners

http://calendar.tamu.edu/?calendar_id=771&y=2015&m=09&d=22&eventdatetime_id=20836&
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This issue of the Williamson County Master Gardener Newsletter was made possible because of the contributions of the
following Williamson County Master Gardeners and Interns: Wayne Rhoden (president), Jinna MacLaurin (senior editor and
layout), Val Black (cover photo), Wizzie Brown, Rebecca Caldwell, Jean Legan, Catherine Nickle (interim editor,
proofreader), Wendy Odlum (proofreader), Winola VanArtsdalen,and Sandy Watson (article and proofreader).

If you would like to contribute to the Fall 2015 Williamson County Master Gardener Newsletter, please send your submission
to Catherine Nickle at cathnickle@gmail.com by September 1, 2015. As you garden, volunteer and learn, please take a
moment to share your experiences with other gardeners. Thank you!

Copyright 2015 Williamson County Master Gardeners Association.
WCMGA is a volunteer program of the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Service.


