
 
 

Tawny crazy ants 
 

The Tawny crazy ant, formerly known as the Rasberry crazy ant, was originally found in Harris 
County in 2002.  It is currently confirmed in 27 Texas counties. 
 
Tawny crazy ants have a cyclical population level throughout the year with populations peaking in late 
summer, decreasing in the late fall and then increasing again in the spring.   Tawny crazy ants are 
capable of biting, but do NOT sting like fire ants.  They are mostly nuisance pests, but can reach 
extraordinary population levels (in the millions) and can become a problem when getting into 
electrical equipment.  Tawny crazy ants do not have nests or mounds like fire ants; they tend to nest 
under things- rocks, landscape timbers, flowerpots, etc.   
 

 
 
For more information on this particular ant species go to 
http://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/ants/rasberry.html 
 
Treatment Options 

 Removing harborage areas- fallen limbs, rocks, leaf litter, etc. These ants will nest under pretty 
much anything on the ground, so you may want to remove anything that is not necessary. 

 Alter moisture conditions (crazy ants prefer moist, humid conditions)- reduce watering, repair 
any leaks, improve drainage 

http://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/ants/rasberry.html


 Eliminate honeydew producers from area.  Crazy ants tend honeydew producers such as 
aphids, whiteflies, hoppers, mealybugs and scale insects. 

 Use pesticide sprays to treat infested areas- under rocks, along landscape edging, etc.  
Pesticide sprays can also be used to create a barrier around the outside of the home.  Piles of 
dead ants may build up in treated areas, so they must be removed to keep the barrier 
maintained. 

 Hire a pest management professional (PMP).  PMPs have access to pesticides that are 
unavailable to homeowners and they also have experience dealing with pest problems 
regularly. 

 
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. 
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