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Education 

B.S. Horticultural Sciences, 1977, Texas A&M University 

M.S. Horticultural Sciences, 1982, Texas A&M University 

 

Research, Teaching and Extension Experience 

January 1978-September 1983-Research Associate, Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, College Station, Texas (Fruit 

Breeding and Variety Development) 

 

September 1980-September 1983-Instructor, Department of Horticultural Sciences, Texas A&M University, College 

Station, Texas. (Introductory Pomology, Temperate Fruit Production, Undergraduate Honors Program) 

 

May 1988- March 1996-Area Extension Grape Specialist & Extension Team Leader Lake Erie Regional Grape Program 

Cornell University/Penn St. University 

 

March 1996- Present- Asst. Professor & Extension Fruit Specialist, Texas Cooperative Extension, Fredericksburg, Texas 

 

Program Emphasis 

Jim Kamas has a 100% Extension appointment with Texas Cooperative Extension.  In this role, he works closely with tree 

fruit and grape growers across Texas.  Through formal educational programming, on-site visitations, phone and email 

contacts, he assists growers with cultural practice problems including fruit nutrition, pruning and crop-load management, 

orchard/vineyard ground cover management and disease and insect control.  He also currently is involved in several 

applied research projects on Pierce's disease.  Kamas currently serves as the outreach coordinator for the Texas Pierce's 

Disease Research & Education Program. 

 

Current Committees 

*California Dept. of Food & Ag. Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Scientific Advisory Committee  2001-present 

*Tier II Grape Board-  Clean Plant Network Board  

* Chair, Ad Hoc Committee, American Society for Enology & Viticulture 

 

Awards 

*2015- Texas A&M Vice Chancellor's Award for Excellence 

*2015- Texas Wine & Grape Growers Association- John Crosby Jr. Award for Lifetime Achievement 

*2014- Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Superior Service Award 

*2003- Texas Wine & Grape Growers Association President's Award for the "Advancement of Viticulture in Texas and 

 throughout the Region". 

*2000- Thomas V. Munson Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Texas Grape Industry 

*1996- Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Superior Service Award 

 

Overseas Experience 

*June/July, 2015 USAID Caucasus, Extension Mentoring Project, Ministry of Agriculture, Republic of Georgia. 

* December 2014 USAID Caucasus, National Conference for Agriculture and Consultancy Centers, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Republic of Georgia. 

*May-June 2013- Egypt, USAID Farmer to Farmer Program, Grape and Tree fruit production, Sinai and Nile Delta, 

Egypt. 

* October 2012- Private Consulting, Vineyard Establishment, Great Abaco, Bahamas 

*December 1995- Guatemala, Partners of the Americas- Grape Industry  Needs Assessment / ICTA Program Review 



*1992-1994 - Montserrat, W.I., Partners of the Americas- Introduction of Viticulture and Low Chilling Peach Production 

for Montserrat. 
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