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Local Events 

September 4, 5:30pm: The Wichita Coun-
ty Master Gardener Association meets at 
Rolling Meadows, 3006 McNiel, in the 
Media Center upstairs. We will learn 
about Mason  Bees from Ernie & Marilyn 
Putthoff. 

September 8, 8am—noon: Master Gar-
deners at the Farmers Market—Herbs. 
We continue to give away herb plants 
plus herb information & recipes.  

September 20, 5:30pm: The Burkburnett 
Garden Club meets at First Bank, in their 
Community Room.  Jeff Blacklock‘s pro-
gram will be Shade Gardening. 

Enter your volunteer (15)  & Training (6) hours in the MG  

volunteer management system https://texas.volunteersystem.org/ 

Association Contacts:   Jeff Smith,  President, 806-259-2751; Mary Rhoads, Vice-president, 940-704-5606; 

Michelle Howard, Secretary, 940-689-9184; Ernie Putthoff, Treasurer, 940-592-5463. 

State Directors:  Mary Barry and Grant Barry; alternates: Becky Trammell and Dennis Dohrer.  

WCMG Webpage: Beth Turlington, administrator    Newsletter & Facebook: Gail Elmore, editor/admin 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

 

 

September usually marks the beginning of fall and hopefully cooler 
weather and continued rain chances.  It will hopefully give us a break 
from the summertime routine.  You will not want to miss our Septem-
ber Master Gardener meeting on September 4th.  (NOTE:  This is the 
day after Labor Day.). In addition to conducting Master Gardener 
business, Ernie and Marilyn Putthoff will present a program about 
Mason Bees and building a Mason Bee house.  We can learn togeth-
er about this exciting topic at our meeting. 

Please remember to enter your Master Gardener hours on the Mas-
ter Gardener volunteer website.  To continue to be a certified Master 
Gardener, you will need to have at least 15 volunteer hours and 6 
training hours (CEU's) completed and entered on the website on or 
before December 31, 2018.  The meeting time counts toward the vol-
unteer hours, and the program time counts toward the training hours 
(CEU's).   

I hope to see each of you at our next meeting. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Smith, President 

Wichita County Master Gardener Association 

Left: Rain Lilies 
(Zephyranthes spp), 
Center: Oxblood Lily 
(Rhodophiala), Right: 
Snow on the Mountain 
(Euphorbia marginata). 

Photos by Gail Elmore. 

http://www.txmg.org/wichita
https://texas.volunteersystem.org


Garden 
Critters 

 
 
Left: Butterfly on Blue 
Mist flowers. Photo & 
comment by Sandy 
Ledy. 
 

Right: Enjoying the 
butterflies. Photo & 
comment by Jill Mil-
ler. 

According to the Gardener’s Supply Company (https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/growing-orchids/5072.html) the 
orchid is the largest family of flowering plants on the earth.  There are over 30,000 different species and 200,000 
hybrids.  This week’s picture of my Phalaenopsis Orchid plant had been without blooms for over 3 years.  The plant 
was losing its leaves and on its deathbed.  Last year at one of our MG meetings, an orchid expert spoke on varieties 
of and care of orchids.  Placing the plant outside in the cool October nights for about 2 weeks would awaken the 
plant and stimulate blooming.  The mission became to revive the orchid.  My wife commented, “looks pretty hope-
less!”  That’s all I had to hear, and the challenge had been accepted…now you see the rest of the story!  I did find 
care for this variety of orchid is for beginners, so this may have helped a great deal.  However, we gardeners find 
great victory in saving even just one plant, so I would suggest, “never give up!”  As Yogi Berra stated, “It ain’t over till 
it’s over!”  Photo & comments from Jeff Blacklock 

Phalaenopsis 
Orchid 

https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/growing-orchids/5072.html


Flowers! 
Top Left: Here is a picture of one of my Reblooming day lilies, Stella de Oro. So nice 
to have flowers when it is so miserably hot. Right: Miniature rose—Perfect for con-
tainer gardening!!Photos & comments by Mary Rhoads. 
 
Bottom Left: Black eyed Susan, (Rudbeckia), after the rain today. Photo & comment 
by Sandy Ledy. Right: The lantana and cannas have survived this heat wave. Photo & 
comment by Jill Miller. 



Top left: Heat stressed tree. This is a picture of my 40 year old 
oak tree (planted as a seedling). I had not watered it very 
much before July 11 and we were gone for 2 weeks during the 
really hot weather. Although I started watering it when we got 
back and we got the three inch rain Monday, I’m afraid I may lose it. The newspaper reported that with the 4.68 rain received 
officially, the year to date rainfall is only 12.67 inches. No wonder my poor tree may die. Word to the wise—soak your trees 
deeply. A lot of that 4” rain ran off.  
 
A pecan tree, Top right,  and a black walnut tree, Bottom Left,  showing effects of the lack of rain and high temperatures. They 
look worse than they did during the five-year drought when we could not water. The pecan had received no water except that 

provided by God thru 
July 24. The black 
walnut had been 
watered once 
monthly. Both have 
now been deeply 
watered.  Bottom 
Right: This is the 
same black walnut 
tree after a good 
soaking via hose. It 
has since received 
more water courtesy 
of the rain.  
Photos &  comments 
by Mary Rhoads. 
 

 
 



Master Gardeners at Work 
Top & Center: Dennis Dohrer’s program on gardening with  Native 

Plants at the Burkburnett Garden Club. Photos by Gail Elmore 

Bottom Left: Master Gardeners at the August Farmers Market. Slaving 

away! Photo & comment by David Graf. 

Bottom Right: Jeff Smith’s hard work paid off—Memphis Yard of the 

Month! Photo from Jeff Smith. 


