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Local Events 

August 7, 5:30pm: The Wichita County 
Master Gardener Association meets at 
Rolling Meadows, 3006 McNiel, in the 
Media Center upstairs.  

August 11, 8am—noon: Master Garden-
ers at the Farmers Market—Succulents. 
Hoping to have examples of both indoor 
and outdoor plants.  

August 16, 5:30pm: The Burkburnett Gar-
den Club meets at First Bank, in their 
Community Room.  Anne & Dennis Doe-
her are bringing the program titled the 
Benefits of Native Plants.  

 

Enter your volunteer (15)  & Training (6) hours in the MG  

volunteer management system https://texas.volunteersystem.org/ 

Association Contacts:   Jeff Smith,  President, 806-259-2751; Mary Rhoads, Vice-president, 940-704-5606; 

Michelle Howard, Secretary, 940-689-9184; Ernie Putthoff, Treasurer, 940-592-5463. 

State Directors:  Mary Barry and Grant Barry; alternates: Becky Trammell and Dennis Dohrer.  

WCMG Webpage: Beth Turlington, administrator    Newsletter & Facebook: Gail Elmore, editor/admin 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Traveling Gardener 

This is the infamous corpse flower (Titan Arum) that blooms every 
seven to 10 years.  It is called the corpse because as it blooms, it emits 
an odor like rotting flesh.  This one is at the Meijer Gardens in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.  The picture is post bloom.  According to staff, when 
the flower was in bloom, over 7000 people came through the exhibit 
in two days.   Photo and comments by Becky Trammell. 

 

I hope all of you have survived the extremely hot temperatures 
we have been experiencing.  Hopefully, the hot temperatures 
will at least moderate soon.  Remember that you can cool off 
at our Master Gardener meeting on August 7.  Our nominating 
committee has been named and selected so they can begin to 
secure officers for the calendar year 2019.  

 

Please make plans to attend our August meeting, and I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Smith 

President, Wichita County Master Gardener Association 

http://www.txmg.org/wichita
https://texas.volunteersystem.org


Flowers! 

Center: Hardy Hibiscus blossom (White Buddie Jewel PPAF). 
Photo by Hunley Elmore.  
  
Bottom Left: Ornamental grass glistening in the morning 
sun. Photo & comment by Sandy Ledy. 

Top left: Here is a picture of a bee on an aconitum (monk 
hood, wolf bane, devil’s helmet) my husband took here in 
Taos New Mexico growing wild on the mountain. He saw 
it while hiking in the Carson National Forest. Plant is dead-
ly poisonous. Toxin is aconitine, which slows the heart 
until it and the respiratory system are paralyzed.  

Photo & comments from Mary Rhoads. 



Top right: Using a beach umbrella to shade plants at 112*. 
Photo & comment by Michelle Howard. 
 
Center left: Crinum lily. Photo by Gail Elmore. 
 
Bottom right: Ornamental grass glistening in the morning 
sun. Photo & comment by Sandy Ledy. 



Garden 

Critters 

Bottom left: Beautiful visitor to 
my  butterfly bush today. Photo 
& comment by Sandy Ledy.  
 
 
Bottom right: Strange visitor 
today  Not sure what this guy 
is..... Photo & comment by 
Sandy Ledy. 
Response from Mary Barry—It 
looks like a member of the as-
sassin but family.  There are 
several species.  I can't see the 
back legs but it could also be a 
leaf footed bug.  They are in the 
same family.  It says other in-
sects but it will eat caterpillars 
and bees.  Mary Barry 

Top left: Wild turkeys on parade. Photo & comment by Sandy Ledy. 

Top right: Honey bee on purple coneflower in my yard.  Photo & com-
ment  by Mary Rhoads. 

 
Center right: A neighborhood squirrel trying to stay cool on the patio. 
Photo & comments by Michelle Howard. 


