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Local Events 

July 10, 5:30pm: The Wichita County 
Master Gardener Association meets at 
Rolling Meadows, 3006 McNiel, in the 
Media Center upstairs. Susan Morris will 
tell us the requirements if we ever decide 
to have a plant sale. 

July 14, 8am—noon: Master Gardeners at 
the Farmers Market—Urban Gardening 
with an emphasis on small trees and 
dwarf fruit trees. 

July 19, 5:30pm: The Burkburnett Garden 
Club meets at First Bank, in their Commu-
nity Room.   

July 26, 6:30pm,Thursday: The Texoma 
Water Garden Society will meet at the 
home of Mary Rhoads, 16012 FM 1954, 
Wichita Falls, TX.  Call or email Mary for 
further details (940-704-5606)
mary.rhoads1948@gmail.com  

Enter your volunteer (15)  & Training (6) hours in the MG  

volunteer management system https://texas.volunteersystem.org/ 

Association Contacts:   Jeff Smith,  President, 806-259-2751; Mary Rhoads, Vice-president, 940-704-5606; 

Michelle Howard, Secretary, 940-689-9184; Ernie Putthoff, Treasurer, 940-592-5463. 

State Directors:  Mary Barry and Grant Barry; alternates: Becky Trammell and Dennis Dohrer.  

WCMG Webpage: Beth Turlington, administrator    Newsletter & Facebook: Gail Elmore, editor/admin 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

I hope all of you are having a good summer and that you have a 
great Fourth of July.  I also hope you plan to attend our next Mas-
ter Gardener monthly meeting.  Our meeting date this month is 
July 10 (the second Tuesday of the month) due to the Fourth of 
July holiday.  Our program for the month is Susan Morris, who is 
the Environmental Health Administrator for Wichita Falls.  She will 
let us know of the requirements if and when we should ever de-
cide to have a Master Gardener plant sale as well as other infor-
mation. 

I look forward to seeing each of you at our meeting on July 10. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Smith, President 

Wichita County Master Gardener Association 

Pictures of daylillies 
taken at Glenda Mae’s 
Daylily Farm on the 
16th. Located be-
tween Edom and Mur-
chison (near Tyler and 
Canton) it is worth the 
trip. Not your normal 
fern baskets—these 
are at Glenda Mae’s 
Daylily Farm also. Each 
fern basket is 3-4 feet 
across. Photos & com-
ments  by Mary 
Rhoads. 

http://www.txmg.org/wichita
mailto:mary.rhoads1948@gmail.com
https://texas.volunteersystem.org
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ROLLING PLAINS TREE SEMINAR – SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 

A tree seminar is being planned for Saturday, September 22, 2018.  Thus far, David Graf has lined up the 
following speakers:  Steve Chaney, Horticulture Agent in Tarrant County; Patrick Dickinson, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research (the one Michelle Howard sent us the link to for his presentation on shade gardening); 
Kourtney Blevins, Texas A&M Forest Service; and Jeff Floyd, Horticulture Agent Ector-Midland.  The semi-
nar will be from 9:00-3:00; tentative topics are shade area gardening, pest issues/disease, pruning, soil 
moisture, and tree health.  This promises to be an excellent in-depth seminar with a group of outstanding 
speakers.   

Help is needed from the Master Gardeners to contact sponsors who would like to either just support this 
seminar or would like to have a table at the seminar to promote the services their business offers.  If you 
would be willing to assist by contacting a prospective sponsor, please contact Mary Rhoads 
(mary.rhoads1948@gmail.com or 940-704-5606) so that contacts can be coordinated as we don’t want to 
have several people contacting the same business.  The fees for sponsorships have not yet been set. 
 
Plans are for the seminar to be held at the Region 9 Education Center.  Early registration (prior to August 
15) will be $20; late registration will be $30.  Registration will include lunch.  If sufficient sponsorships are 
not obtained, the fees may have to be increased to cover the costs of the seminar, which include speaker 
fees ($500), A&M fees ($10/person), lunch cost (est. $9-$10/person), location rental ($125), and the cost 
of snacks.  David has indicated that he has a budget line item which will cover the location rental. 

Bottom Left: My tiny garden is growing like crazy! Photo & comment by Jean Payne. Right: Container tomato 
plants. Planted in styrofoam coolers. Cut drainage holes in bottom of cooler.  Photo & comments by Sandy Ledy. 

mailto:mary.rhoads1948@gmail.com


 

     The Lilies of the Field     

 

Although one might ponder, why would we consider the Easter Lily, Lilium longiflorum, this time of the year.  
Their fragrance has long dissipated into memories past. The finely adorned trumpet has browned, and decom-
posers have transformed hidden nutrients into packets of sweetness augmenting enriched compost.  All that 
remains of the day are green stalks and scales.  The bulb beneath never truly sleeps but waits for the cold of 
winter and warmth of spring to push upward new life with fine greenery adorned with resounding trumpets of 
beauty. 

 

Again, one might ask, “why consider spring time Easter lilies this day?”  Their arrival in my garden was late this 
year.  Prolonged coolness in April delayed the lilies’ grand entrance, however, how magnificent their appearance 
was.  Bulbs planted from Easter’s past, sprang forth with striking glory and extended the peace and joy brought 
by that season.   

 

Again, I say, “why consider the ‘Lilies of the Field’, today?”  As we approach our 
nation’s Independence Day, may we reflect upon the following words from one of 
our great hymns: 

  

In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was born across the sea, 

With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 

As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 

While God is marching on. (Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910) 

 

May we garden in such a way setting us and others free from all the things which 
easily snatch us away from the peace and good will of the garden.  May we remember the soil which we garden 
and upon which we stand, was paid for with great measure.  May we also not be anxious about our lives.  
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these” (Matthew 6:28-29). 

 

Yes, I think, no I know, today as is any day, is most excellent for consid-
ering the “Lilies of the Field”.   

 

Happy July 4th! 

 

from Jeff Blacklock 

Additional resource link: 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/publications/lily/
lily.html 

 

 



Plant Spotlight 

 
 

Pink Skullcap Scutellaria suffrutescens 

Pink skullcap is native to the northeastern region of Mexico. It has a neat, 
mounding growth habit and works well as an edging plant at 8-12 inches tall by 
2 feet wide. The tiny blooms resemble snapdragons and last from May until 
November. Plant skullcap in full or part sun in average soil with good drainage. 
Once established, the water requirements are low, even during summer. Early 
spring is a great time to prune out the old woody stems. 

From Michelle Howard. 



Flowers! 

Top, Left: Magnolia ‘Little Gem’ with bees vis-
iting blossoms. Right: Wildflowers. Pho-
tos & comments by Sandy Ledy. 

Center Left: Pond Damselfly—Ischnura 
posita (Fragile Forktail), Identified by Dr 
Roy Vogtsburger of MSU. Found on a 
pickerel rush in my water garden. Photo 
& comments by Mary Rhoadsl  Right: 
Crape Myrtle Tree ‘Natchez’. Photo & 
comments by Sandy Ledy. 
 
Bottom Left: This hibiscus was grown 
from seeds given to me by Jeff Smith, 
from the one he planted at his grand-
mother's house as a child. Right: Day 
lilies stretching toward the sun. Photos 
& comments  by Jean Payne. 

 



Top Left: Sunflowers in my daughter's garden. Right:  Another 

Magnolia ‘Little Gem’ with bees. Photos & comments by Sandy 

Ledy. 

Center Left: These day lilies were planted where they grow now 40 

years ago by my grandfather (1978). They made it through the 

drought with minimal watering. The clump has increased in size 

but not by much, especially considering it is 40 years old. Photo & 

comments by Mary Rhoads.  Right: Wild flowers today. Photo & 

comment by Sandy Ledy 

Bottom Right: Walnut Caterpillars. Photo & comment by Mary 

Rhoads. 



Farmer’s       

Market 

The June theme was Activities with Children.  Michelle Howard had a 
"Egg Head" project planting grass seed in eggshells and putting faces on 
the eggshells.  Sandy Ledy  directed children in making their own Fairy 
Garden.  She had a base and children were able to pick items to place in 
their garden The children loved the projects and parents got some other 
ideas for gardening with children.  About 75 children were able to make 
the projects.  Photos & comments by Marilyn Putthoff. 



 

 

Registration is open for JMG Specialist Training this July in Denton county. We encourage all Extension 
volunteers and or agents to attend! Please share as you see fit!  

July 24-26, 2018 

 

https://dcmga.com/events/2018-junior-master-gardener-specialist-training/ 

 

 

State Information 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dcmga.com_events_2018-2Djunior-2Dmaster-2Dgardener-2Dspecialist-2Dtraining_&d=DwMFAg&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=_487O8yBmwVuWHn5_xzubA&m=2z0KC4nzIX19_kJVkSCKZzla9izFk9i7j2cyIu1ZNpw&s=e49ISMw1t-hAOSMlSsz3vHd

