
PLANTING DAYLILIES 

 

1. Plant in an area that receives at least 6 hours of sun per day.  Late afternoon 

shade is best.  

2. Soak the roots in water for one hour before planting. 

3. Loose, loamy soil is best.  Add compost to improve soil if needed. 

4. Dig a hole several inches larger in diameter than the spread of the daylilies roots. 

Form a cone of packed soil in the middle of the hole and spread the roots of the 

daylily over the mound. Then cover the roots with soil, gently tamping it down.  

5. Have the crown of the daylily at soil level. Do not bury the crown of the daylily. It 

is better to plant the daylily too shallow rather than too deep. The crown is the 

white part of the plant just above the roots.  

6. Space the daylilies 18-24” apart.  If you want, you can plant more than one fan in 

the same hole to create an instant clump. 

7. Add a 3-1-2 ratio fertilizer around the soil, taking care not to get any fertilizer 

between the fans of the daylily. In the fall, try to use a slow-release fertilizer.  

8. Water the plant well to remove any air pockets around the roots.   

9. Mulch your plants to provide consistent soil moisture but keep the mulch an inch 

or two away from the crown.  

10. Most daylilies in our area will multiply each year, some more rapidly than others.   

In general, they will not need dividing for four or five years.    

 

To learn more about growing and caring for daylilies, visit the American Daylily Society 

website at https://daylilies.org.  

 


