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Gail’s Comments 
February has been a month for focusing, evaluating and making 
decisions about our projects and the “people power” required to 
manage our core community education function.  
 

I want to share some changes and their timetables thus far.  
 

The Greenhouse has been a wonderful learning experience for 
our members, but is a 24/7 responsibility that for our volunteer 
organization has proven unsustainable. Our Project Leader, Debbie Taylor, has 
been extremely dedicated to the Greenhouse for the last several years. She is step-
ping down when this growing season is completed on May 31 or earlier-weather 
dependent. When that occurs, we will also be stepping away from this project. Rea-
sons for this decision include not only losing leadership, but the lack of tempera-
ture control and thus the inability to control growing conditions, the 24/7 nature 

of greenhouse management, and the maintenance of the space. I hope you will join 
me in thanking Debbie for her unwavering commitment and dedication in leading 
this project for the last few years. 
 

Garden Guides was refocused last year and conducted 10 tours. We so appreciate 

and thank Navye Cummings and Susan Seale as the co-leaders of this project. At 
this time, we will not be looking for leaders for this project. We will keep this pro-
ject as inactive in the event that we find we need to re-evaluate this decision. 
 

One leadership change to highlight is that of Youth Programming from Katy Bar-
one to Sherri Matthews.  All of us who have worked with Katy on various youth 

projects want to thank her for her tireless leadership, enthusiasm and dedication to 
teaching children about gardening. Kids Nature Detective Camp, now in its third 
summer, is a tribute to her vision for educating our community youth.  
 

This month The Board of Directors is focusing on Strategic Planning for the next 1-
3 years. Thanks go out to all Project Leaders who submitted their ideas and plans 

so that we can combine them and determine the people power needed to fulfill our 
education focused projects. 
 

I just want to leave you with this thought and I am not sure of its origin to give 
proper credit. 
“Successful volunteer organizations understand that their members are their big-

gest strength Most of us aren’t looking for the glory, but the networking and doing 
something together for the betterment of our community.” 
  Gail Bean 

MG Grapevine 
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Advanced Training is offered to certified Extension 
Master Gardeners whereby they may obtain greater 
knowledge that supports or expands specific county 
educational programs. Agents must approve a volun-
teer to attend an Advanced Training Class. Attendees 
of Advanced Training Classes should prioritize public 
education for the purpose of attending.  
 

Advanced Training classes provide a minimum of 16 
hours of education. Following completion of the train-
ing, an individual must complete a minimum of 20 
hours of volunteer service in the subject matter. These 
hours are in addition to annual recertification require-
ments. It is recommended that a designated program 
or project be outlined prior to attending the training 
class for the volunteer to be able to obtain certification. 
 

In the future, I would like for the Smith County Master 
Gardeners to host an advanced training on Bulbs but 

remember that all Advanced Training classes must be 
approved through Program Manager Nicky Maddams 
in the State Master Gardener program office. Ad-
vanced Training classes are offered on a rotating basis 
to distribute resources most appropriately.  
 

Prior to forming a new Advanced Training, educational 
material, and format, volunteer service opportunities, 

 

Advanced Training 
Greg Grant 

and the public need for information are consid-
ered. 
 

I would also like the SCMGA to create and main-
tain a database of all SCMGs who have received 
Advanced Training and in what subject(s) so we 
can all on them as needed for educational pro-

grams and requests. 
 
Current Advanced Training Offerings: 
Budding & Grafting 
Compost 
Earth-Kind®Landscaping 
Entomology 
First Detector 
Greenhouse Management 
Herbs 
Home Fruit (South Texas) 
Junior Master Gardener (JMG  
Plant Propagation 
Rainwater Harvesting 
Texas Superstars® (Alternately hosted by Bexar 
and Smith County) 
Tree Care 
Turf Grass 
Vegetables 
 

March Membership Meeting 
 

Is your yard muddled and in need of a make-over?  Or do you just want something other than turf grass for the great ex-
panse called a lawn?  If so, you won't want to miss our next SCMGA Monthly Meeting when Greg Grant will talk to us 

about lawn alternatives.  This is a broad topic and I don't know just how he will address it, but I'm certain it will be in-
formative and possibly even entertaining.  As I am in the midst of re-thinking and revamping my own yard, I can't wait to 

hear his ideas and suggestions.  See you there! 
 

Date:  Thursday March 7, 2024 
Time:  10 AM 
Place:  Tyler Rose Garden Center 
             420 Rose Park Drive 
             Tyler, Tx 75702   Gary Gardner 



Page 3                                                   MG Grapevine                                     Vol. XXXI No. 3 

 

REPORTS FROM THE GARDENS 

Heritage Rose Garden 
 

Let the clean-up begin!  It’s hard to look at dead leaves and stems and not 

do anything.  But that is the correct thing to do until mid-late February.  

Rose pruning begins around Feb 14, so we have gotten all the roses pruned 

except the once-blooming roses.  We only have a handful of those, but, if 

they are pruned now, we will be pruning off the buds that are forming in 

the stems.  They will get a light pruning after they have bloomed.  All the 

others bloom in the spring and fall.  We do a heavy pruning now and a 

lighter one after fall blooms.  Debby Watkins made the pruning quick with 

her hedge trimmer.  No need to worry about where on the stem you are 

cutting.  Hybrid Tea Roses are more particular about that.  Heritage Roses 

just appreciate a good trim to shape it up.  After pruning, we go back and 

clean out any dead wood.  Henry Burch spent a lot of time on his knees removing dead wood out of the Flameco Rosita 

bush.  We will be rewarded with beautiful and fragrant cherry-red blossoms. Diane Everhart was a willing assistant. 
 

The beautiful Muscogee Crape Myrtles were also in need of a clean-up.  Jim 
McClain brought his pole chainsaw and began removing dead limbs that 
would eventually come down.  Dora McClain and Trisha Wiggs worked 
clean-up carrying off the large limbs. 
 

Such beautiful workdays we had in mid-Feb.  It was still cold in the morn-

ings but sunny as the day went on. 

                                 
                               Linda Gurasich 

IDEA Garden 
“A feast for the eyes from spring through autumn!”. That’s how Proven Winners describes their first Smokebush, Cotinus 

coggygria, “Winecraft Black”. And we planted one in the IDEA garden just last spring in about the same spot where there 
was a yaupon holly tree. The yaupon didn’t make it due to one of our recent hard freezes so it was removed.  
 

We’re watching and waiting for the first leaves to emerge that will be a round shape with rich purple color. As summer 
comes on, the leaves turn a deep almost-black tone and then they finally turn to beautiful fall variations of reds and orang-
es. Large, soft panicles of bloom appear in early summer and the seedpods that form afterward is what creates the hazy, 
smoke-like effect this plant displays and is named after.  
 

Growing 4’ to 6’ tall and wide, with a natural rounded, dwarf habit, it’s a great 
size to fit into most landscapes!  Plant in full sun for the best success. 
 

The top three reasons to grow a smokebush: 
1.  Color/interest from spring through fall. 
2.  No pruning required. 
3.  Smaller size makes it easy to use in any yard. 
 

There is also another cultivar called ‘Royal Purple’ that is equally beautiful and 
highly recommended by Monrovia. Sounds like a very close cousin to the 
‘Winecraft Black”. Last year on a trip to King’s Nursery, we found that they had 
several in stock on location. Hope you will try one! 
  

  Laurie Graham 
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Shade Garden 
   

February was hallmarked by a well attended and productive Shade Garden 
planning meeting, out of which came our priorities for the coming year. Not 

to delay, we started with tilling and amending the large bed around the foun-
tain in preparation for the new irrigation installation. Tyler Sprinkler is al-
ready on the job, having dug the trenches and installed the pipe and fixtures. 
The more detailed work is to follow soon, so we can get started on imple-
menting the planting project.  
 

Another notable event was the big rain we had on February 11. Talk about a 
river runs throughout it! It came a gully washer. In the aftermath were nu-
merous washed out areas, especially the newly added granite path. Dana An-
derson spear-headed the efforts of the Wednesday crew to repair and amend 
the areas with decomposed granite-no easy feat. Many thanks to those who 

came out for the backbreaking work. To address one aspect of our run-off 
situation, Dan Gerber has started working on the creek beds in the wood-
land area in hopes of better directing the rain run off with less erosion and 

silt build up on the sidewalks.   
 

In terms of the plant collection, many of the Japanese maples are beginning to leaf out. Native azaleas and Red Buckeye are 
putting on buds while the Hellebores, Camellias and spring bulbs are brandishing a cheery display.  
  

   Katy Barone 

. Goodman-LeGrand Garden 
 

A special workday was held earlier this month. It was the City's joint event with UT 
Tyler and TJC.  We had 15 student volunteer helpers for about 1.5 hours.  It was a lot 
of fun ... for me ... and I think the students had a good time too.  They may not have 

expected the work they were in for there! It was a blessing for us! ! We had 3 MGs 
mentoring the students; Elizabeth Waldrop, Ann Hooks and myself. We had hoped 
for more MGs but that didn't happen. 

 
It was perfect weather. We made some major 

progress. Ann is a regular and is helping with 
the necessary research.  
 
Please consider joining us on this new project. 
You can contact me  (kromerb@aol.com) for 
additional information. 
 
                          Belinda Kromer 
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REPORT FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  
 -      

The February 2024 Board of Directors Meeting was held in person at the CottonBelt. 
 
Among the topics discussed were the following: 

• All reporting and dues and longevity records were submitted to TXMGA. We have 127 

certified members and 24 interns. 
• One half of the 2024 background checks had been completed by the date of the BOD meeting the rest are still on going 

through February. 
• A report was given on the status of Projects that are either currently without leaders or will be before year’s end. 
• There are still leadership needs in Speakers Bureau and Mentorship of Interns, which will be vacated after May. 

• Garden Guides, will not be an active project his year.  
• Greenhouse will not be active after May, and the Volunteer Coordinator position is not currently needed. 
• Intern Hours have been approved for the new class and updated. 
• A Financial Review of the Association will be conducted by Victor Long and Charlie Coleman. 
• The Bylaws will undergo review for updates to mirror changes from TXMGA that will be effective in 2025. 

• The Bylaws will be changed to include a small increase in the CE requirement. Our current Volunteer hours require-
ment is still slightly higher than the state requirement. 

• The Strategic Plans have been submitted to the President and a few were sent back for tweaking. The garden leaders 

of the Botanical Garden were asked to get together with a plan that included a signage, mapping and demonstration 
focused plan for the entire TBG. 

• The Speakers Bureau is called on to meet in March to finalize plans for 2024. 
 

                 Elizabeth Waldrop, Past President/Parliamentarian 

Seed Bank News 
 

If you have an upcoming event that could bene-
fit from seed packet giveaways, please get in 
touch (maryjmadden@gmail.com). We cur-
rently have a nice selection of seeds available.
  
 Mary Jo Madden 

Programming Committee Report 
 

The second program of Library Lecture Series hosted 
Baxter Williams, Master Rosarian. He delivered special 

information on taking care of roses to 64 interested 
gardeners.  
 

 A very special thank you to all the volunteers who 

helped set up and break down. 
 

Save the date for the next Lecture 15 March - Texas 

Superstars.  Lynette Sewell, Master Gardener, will 
discuss the Texas Superstar® program in which every 
effort is made to ensure that highlighted plants will 

perform well for Texas consumers.  
 

 Happy Gardening! 
 Dale & Becky Wade 

Books Project 
 

Everyone Wants (or Needs) Greg’s Books! 
 

We are trying to have Greg’s books available for purchase at as 
many of the SCMGA events as possible. 

Please let me know as soon as possible 
when there is an event that would be ap-
propriate. I will try to be there or have 

someone on my team there.  
 

And, I have openings for 2 additional team 
members to help with 

books. It entails picking up 
books, taking them to the 
event, setting up the table 
and returning books to the 

Cotton Belt building after 
the event. Of course, being 
friendly and allowing people 
to give you money for the 

books is also part of the fun. Please contact 

me (maggie.taliaferro@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 

                       Maggie Taliaferro  

mailto:maggie.taliaferro@gmail.com
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VMS Update  
 
It’s almost time for our new Membership Directory. Did 
you know that the information printed in the directory is 

taken directly from our VMS? 
 

Please take a few minutes to check your VMS details 
before March 10. Click on Your Information, then Edit 
Your Profile. We will pull your name, address, email ad-
dress, phones, and preferred phone, so make sure they 

are accurate. 
 

Let us know if you have any problems 
  
 Mary Hamlin & MJ Madden 

Education Dispatch 
 

In February we only had one education project, it was The 
Fruit and Nut Conference. That may not sound like much,  
but it was a big, very well-attended conference and SCMGA 
made quite a few meaningful contacts.  
 

Belinda Kromer and Nan Bateman were rockstars man-
ning the table. I want to thank them very much. 
 

Over the conference we talked to 126 people about garden-
ing.  Many of the folks were either new to our area and need-
ed specific info for our soil and weather, or were new to gar-
dening entirely. It was so great to get to talk to folks about 
our favorite subject and to put good information and re-
sources in their hands. 
 

Lots more  education events are coming up in March! If you 
want to volunteer, check out the Eblasts! 
 

 Elizabeth Waldrop 

Historian’s Corner   A Short History of the E-Blast 
 

Every week, without fail, our Friday E-Blast shows up in our email boxes.  If you are a pre-2017 Master Gardener you 
might share stories with us of keeping tabs with pen and paper of hours and CEs and dates and times and commitments.  I 

recall Greg mentioning in our intern class that the average age of a Master Gardener floats around 60 and up-
wards.  Frankly, the act of remembering details grows to be more of a challenge as well as accuracy of data-
gathering.  This volunteer joined at age 72 so I have quickly come to appreciate E-Blasts and VMS and rely on the ease of 

simply clicking to review events and meeting times and opportunities and record hours/CEs. 
 

As it turns out I have learned that the short history of E-Blast and VMS go hand in hand. In 2017 VMS was mandated by 
Texas Master Gardener at the state level.  In 2020 during one of my intern class sessions, we were introduced to Jean 
Smith and she talked about a mysterious (to me) online replacement for pen and paper recording of hours and CEs.  I re-
member hearing pros and cons about it but it was here to stay--the state MG organization had mandated all associations 
would put VMS to use for reporting.  At that meeting Jean Smith demonstrated the use of VMS for us and helped us sign-
up. She even mentioned something called the Friday E-Blast. 
 

In a recent email interview with Mary Hamlin (Class of 07), she gave me the short history of the E-Blast.  Mary, aka the 
Blaster, stated: 
 "Prior to that [the state MG mandate] we hand wrote on a form and gave it to Martin Davis who entered it into a spread-
sheet, so at that time all data was strictly local.  When VMS was rolled out, Jean Smith was the first administrator, and she 

put out the weekly email.  As far as I know she came up with the term eBlast.  I remember at the time thinking it was ap-
propriate.  When she moved out of state about 3 years ago I picked up the job along with also being a VMS admin.  So I 

inherited the job and the name.  Each Wednesday I put out a call [to committee leaders/board of directors/Greg] for eBlast 
info, and people send me whatever they want in it." 
 

Before retiring in 1998 and moving to Tyler, Mary Hamlin wrote that she "had used computers only in a limited capaci-
ty.  I really wanted to know more so I enrolled in TJC and eventually got an associate degree in IT."  In fact, Mary added 
that the TJC "Microsoft Office course is one that everybody ought to have." 
 

And that is the short history of E-Blast.  Composed and sent faithfully each week,  Next time E-Blast arrives in your box, 
read it and reap the benefits of keeping up with current events and opportunities. 
 

Special thanks to Mary for taking the time to answer my questions and satisfy my curiosity about the history of E-Blast.   
 

 

   Marybeth McCown 
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New Class News 
 

Class 31 is 2/3 of the way through their training. We can’t wait 
for you to meet this great group of 12 future Interns when 

they graduate.  
 

And speaking of Interns, Class 30 is 92% of the way through 

internship and many of these hard workers have already com-
pleted their requirements for certification.  
 

We’re all looking forward to next month when we’ll recognize 
both classes at the Annual Awards celebration on April 4! 
 

 Heather Stephens 

Social Media    
We’re coming out of the winter doldrums, and even though we didn’t really have a harsh winter, it always perks people 
up when the temperatures warm up & things start to bloom.  We’re currently promoting a lot of events – both our own 

and those of other Master Gardener groups.  I hope you’ll all remember to share our events to your personal feed, and 
also go to some of the other MG events we help to promote. 
 

As most of you know, I’m going to be leaving Tyler at the end of April, and I’m happy to tell you that admin duties for 
our Facebook page will be taken over by Stephanie Osborn.  Stephanie is a member of SCMGA Class 28 and is experi-
enced in social media.  She’ll be taking over the page on April 1 and I’m happy to be leaving the page in such competent 

hands. 
Here are the top posts for February: Andie Rathbone 

 
 
 

Tech Committee 
 

Tech Comm is considering making some 
How To videos and loading them on our 

YouTube channel. If there’s a gardening 
subject or technique you would like us to 
consider please email me with your ideas.  Also, if you have 

any tech issues (within reason, LOL!) you think we need to 
address, let me know.  AND if you are slightly tech savvy or 
even very tech savvy, we’d love to have you on our com-
mittee.  If you’re interested, please contact me 
(lynnmac@suddenlink.net).   
 

And don’t forget you can watch the videos we have on our 
YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener 
 
 Lynn McGinnis 

Calendar Committee News 
 

It is time to begin working on our 2025 Gardening Guide/
Calendar.  Our first meeting will be March 12th at 1:00 in 

room 116.  
 

I welcome all to come and give their input on our subject for 
next year.  If you can’t make it send me an email with your 

thoughts of what you would like to see in the calendar.  We 
still have a few 2024 calendars to sell.  If you are doing talks, 
please take some to sell. 
 Sherri Matthews 

#3 February 1   

 16, 669 reached 

#2 February 17    

40,998 Reached 

 #1 February 16   

1,361,273 Reached 

mailto:lynnmac@suddenlink.net
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener
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Home Garden Tour 
 

Thank you to those who volunteered to be on the selection committee to look at gardens for 2025! Janie Fowler has 
compiled that list and is figuring it out with who, what, when, where and how still to be decided! All that will not take 

place until around the middle of May! 
 

Since the first committee meeting Jan. 22, ad sales started and are going great! Mary, Becky and Kim are hoping to 
have all sales done and payments received by first part of March. Libby Sanson, our composer of the five garden 
writeups, is hoping to have those done for the booklet sometime around the first week of March. Some of the beautiful 
pictures that Lyn Benson took for the booklet last May will accompany the writeups. Our own creative Lynn McGinnis 

has been working on the booklet cover, flyers, tickets and yard signs. The overall designs and colors will be very similar 
to last year’s with just a couple of changes but we are very pleased with how good it looks! Lynn has also offered to write 
the article for ‘Tyler Today.’ 
 

Anne Patullo has volunteered to head up a small group to develop plant labeling for each homeowner’s garden. Labels 
were purchased and they are already working on hand printing those for the gardens and they will look great! Education 

topics have been decided for each garden and Elizabeth Waldrop is gathering information and helpers. Will announce 
topics for each garden next month. 
 

Sign-up Genius will be the system of choice for all the docents to sign up for a shift and MJ Madden has been helping in 

its development. The new class will be signing up the end of February and general membership signup will begin some-
time the middle of March. Be sure to watch for that signup announcement! 
 

Co-team leaders are as follows: 
Roberts garden - Chris Cochran and Katy Barone  
Jarvis garden - Cindy Harrington and Libby Sanson  

Harrison garden - Jami Brumfield and Denise Rasco  
Cullinane garden - Belinda Kromer and Mary Bonrepos  
Brown/Watson garden - Debby Watkins and Ann Hooks 
 

The next task to be tackled and developed will be Jot-Form in order to have the public 
able to pay online. Our capable Treasurer, Sara Emry-Arthur and Asst. Treasurer, Colleen Huntsburger will be doing 
that and also will train the cashiers who sign up to work the shifts in the gardens. 
 

It’s exciting to have all this underway and we appreciate all these willing volunteers! It will be May before we know it 
and will be fun to see it all come together! 
 

Equally exciting will be to see all five garden’s landscaping waking up and offering us their best in blooms! Mother Na-

ture always has it her way but rarely disappoints! 
Stay tuned! 
Any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!  Laurie Graham 

   Janie Fowler 

   Co-Chairs HGT 

There’s a new pergola in the IDEA Garden!  
 

The construction was completed last week, and IDEA Garden 
volunteers are quite pleased with the results. This project was 

entirely planned and funded by SCMGA, and the new structure 
will provide years of beautiful and safe outdoor community 
space. Be sure to stop by and check it out on your next garden 
workday! 
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Youth Project 
 

Our Kissam School Garden is going very well.  We have all our cool season seeds and plants in the ground.  Thanks to Katy 
Barone and Hazel Bateman for donating potatoes and onions to plant.  We will be doing the warm season crops in a few 
weeks so if you have a few extra plants you want to donate, let me know.  The kids are so excited to watch everything 
grow.  Hope we can get some things to produce and they can taste some vegetables they have grown. 
 
   Sherri Matthews 

CHANNEL 19 
We continue to be grateful for our partnership with Channel 19.  Besides having a super method of educating 
the public on best gardening practices, we’ve also got an excellent way to promote our group’s events.  We’re 
looking to use the channel to promote our garden tour and also our educational workshops this summer.  In 
the meantime, here’s our schedule for March: 
 

March 7 Gardening for Pollinators  Gail Bean 
March 14 MG at the Library  Lynette Sewell 
March 21 Epic Tomatoes  Laurie Graham 
March 28 Things to Do in April  Jolana Damkroger 

   Andie Rathbone 

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!!  
 

Tyler Morning Telegraph (Weekend only) 
March 3 – Building a Hummingbird/Pollinator Garden – Yvonne Hogan 
March 10 – Time To Get Busy – Doc Fletcher 
March 17 – Irish Luck – Marinda Arney  

March 24 – Don’t Pull That Sledge – Kaylee Browning 
March 31 – Bring the Azalea Trail Home – Terry Strecker 
 

Tyler Morning Telegraph under Lifestyles at https://www.tylerpaper.com. 

 

Lindale News & Times (Thursdays only)* 
March 7 – Japanese Maples, My Story – Debbie Taylor 
March 14 – Growing the Lucky Shamrock – Jim Powell 
March 21 – Texas Superstars Spotlight – Woody Shrubs – Libby Sanson 
March 28 – What’s in the Garden – Lynn McGinnis 
 

You can read the Lindale News & Times online for free at https://www.lindalenewsandtimes.com/current-edition.  
 

*Note: Please remember the Lindale News & Times is a small local newspaper with lots of hometown flavor, so if there’s an important community 

issue, high school football or the 4H is having a livestock show or even if a large corporation buys a full page ad, we get bumped that edition.  They 

do try to use all the articles we send, however the date might be. 

   Lynn McGinnis 

https://www.tylerpaper.com
https://www.lindalenewsandtimes.com/current-edition
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From Bulbs To Blooms 
 

Don’t you love this time of year? The bulb displays are spectacular around Smith County! I love pe-
rusing my gardens every morning to see who decided to make an appearance overnight. It’s almost 

like getting a little present every morning. 
 

We are already gearing up for 2024 Bulbs to Blooms and are full steam ahead in planning. We have 
identified Leaders for all 28 subcommittees (yes it takes that many!) and have had the first meeting 
of the year for the Leaders. Now we need more folks to serve on these subcommittees. Can you help 
us? If so, send me an email (julieobrien17@icloud.com) or shoot me a text (903-780-3913) and we 

will find the perfect spot for you based on your talents, interests, and amount of time you have avail-
able. WE NEED YOU! Thank you to those who have already agreed to serve on a subcommittee. You 
will be contacted by someone soon. 
 

We also need every SCMG to put on your detective’s hat and help us 
find nice bulbs growing in the area so that we might acquire them for 

our bulb sale. So, as you are out and about, especially in the rural are-
as, keep your eyes peeled for drifts of eye-catching bulbs. If you see 
any beautiful displays, please jot down the address, take a picture, and 
send to Anne Pattullo. No other action by you is needed. Anne and her 
peeps will take it from there. Also, if you have any growing on your 
own property that are doing particularly well, please let Anne know. 
It’s the perfect time of year to start looking for Spring bulbs and we 
need everyone to look all year round for bulbs growing in every season 
to add to our sale. 
 

Finally, SAVE THE DATE! The 2024 From Bulbs to Blooms Confer-
ence and Bulb Sale has been set for October 19th. 
May your bulbs be gorgeous and plentiful this Spring, 
  
 Julie O’Brien 

              B2B Co-Chair Mrs. Lee’s Garden 

Membership  News 
 

It’s time to order name badges!  
 

Anytime we participate in  SCMGA activity, we are re-

quired to wear our identifying name badge. 
If you have misplaced yours, or you would like to have 
a spare to tuck into your glove compartment, here is 
your opportunity. 
 

Amanda (amanda.southard@ag.tamu.edu) is taking 
names and collecting money. The new badges will cost 
$12 each, and she will place the order on  March 8. 
Badges will be delivered to her prior to the April meet-
ing. The onky decision you need to make is to order 
one or not. 
 Mary Jo 

More From our VP 
 

Consider “The Buddy System”. 
 

You remember it, right?  You kept tabs on your 
“buddy” so he or she didn’t go missing.  They weren't 
necessarily your “buddy” in reality, it was just a way 
of keeping track of someone.  Let’s apply that ap-
proach to our Master Gardener group.  Have you 
missed seeing someone in the gardens or at a meet-
ing?  Start with your friends then move to outer cir-
cles.  Give them a call or send them an email to make 
sure everything is okay.  We don’t want to lose anyone 

because they felt like nobody cared or they didn’t be-
long. 
 

Get my drift?  I knew you would!  Need to make a 
phone call?  I do and I’m going to make it right now! 
 

 Gary Gardner 

mailto:julieobrien17@icloud.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

March 2024   Sm i th  Coun ty  Mas te r  
Gardener s  

Grapevine  

deadline 

Shade Garden 
workday 8:30 AM 

SCMG BOD 
CottonBelt 

10:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Shade Garden 
workday 8:30 AM 

SCMGA Meeting 
Rose Center 
10:00 AM 

    

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Office closed 

Cal Comm. 1:00 
HRG meets 1:00 

MGs At The  
Library 
Noon 

Kids Camp Meet 
1:30 Rm 116 

                                                        


