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Gardening Through Gail’s Lens  

January is for Planning, a snapshot of the month 
 

January is for getting off to fresh starts in the garden and this year 
my “garden” is SCMGA, so I am keeping my column as a monthly 

journal of observations about the people and activities who make 
up “my” organizational garden. 
 

First, I want to thank Elizabeth Waldrop, our immediate past president, for her 
leadership and helping to set the direction needed for this year’s Board of Directors 
strategic planning with our projects and committees. Kudos also for her exception-
al writing skill in “Elizabeth’s Thoughts” every month, Tyler Today magazine arti-
cles and continued work in developing community partnerships and activities. 
 

New year, new class: Heather Stephens and Chris Cochran successfully started 

with 12 new trainees who completed their application and background checks ac-
cording to TXA&M 2023 guidelines. We have a great group this year! They will 
need great mentors in April. If you want to help our trainees complete their intern-
ship and obtain Master Gardener Certification, here is an opportunity. 
 

Project Leaders met to promote communications and provide information to the 
Board to help  in developing our Strategic Plan for the next 1-3 years. Thanks to all 
Project leaders who contributed to this discussion and who have provided their 

strategic plans already. Making sure also, this is due January 31 to Gail Bean. 
 

2023 Interns are going into the “home stretch” to complete their required hours. 
Please, please, please get those hours in and get them in VMS. March 31 is around 
the corner. This is a great time to get your hours in at the Help Desk and to get 
additional hours at the Help Desk where it is warm and dry. You always gain gar-
dening knowledge there also! 
 

2024 Dues were due January 31 and I want to thank our members for making this 
a priority. I especially want to give a shout out to our Treasurer, Sara Emry-

Arthur and Assistant Treasurer, Colleen Huntsberger for their diligence in get-
ting us to PAID status. 
 

Thanks to our Speaker’s Bureau leaders, Becky and Dale Wade, we had a strong 
start to our 2024 Library Lecture series with Steven Chamblee speaking about the 
development of the Longview Arboretum. He is always an entertaining, witty 

speaker and he did not disappoint us! We will dearly miss him in East Texas! 
 

In volunteer groups, we roll with our member’s life changes and this year is no 
exception. We have some projects with leaders stepping down, so we have oppor-

tunities for new folks to step up to lead those projects. We also may have some 
projects that will end. If you are interested in opportunities to lead, we need you. If 

MG Grapevine 

Continued on page 2 
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In the vibrant glow of a community gar-
den, diverse perspectives and opinions can 

occasionally sprout into conflicts. However, just as plants 
need nurturing, so too does the communal spirit among 
gardeners. Embracing conflict as an opportunity for 
growth, Smith County Master Gardeners can cultivate a 
garden of harmony through effective conflict management 
and resolution. 
 

Open, transparent communication is the bedrock of conflict 
resolution. When disagreements arise, active listening be-

comes a vital tool. Each gardener brings a unique perspec-
tive, much like the varied flora in our gardens. Understand-

ing these viewpoints fosters empathy and lays the ground-
work for amicable solutions. 
 

Dive beneath the surface of a conflict to identify its roots. 
Often, disagreements stem from miscommunication, differ-
ing expectations, or unmet needs. By pinpointing the core 

issues, gardeners can address challenges at their source, 
preventing recurrent tensions. 
 

 

Cultivating Harmony 
Greg Grant 

Promoting a positive and inclusive atmosphere is akin 
to tending to the soil's fertility. Encouraging collabora-

tion, acknowledging contributions, and celebrating 
successes fosters a sense of unity. A shared commit-
ment to the garden's well-being becomes the common 
ground that binds gardeners together. 
 

In instances where conflicts persist, seeking mediation 

is a judicious step. A neutral third party, much like a 
seasoned gardener offering advice, can guide discus-
sions toward resolution. The goal is not merely to set-

tle differences but to cultivate an environment where 
conflicts are opportunities for communal growth. 
 

Embracing conflict management as an integral part of 

our gardening journey allows the Smith County Master 
Gardeners to nurture not only our plants but also the 
bonds that make our community thrive. Together, let 
us cultivate a garden where every gardener's voice is 

heard, and harmony blossoms amidst the blooms.   

February Membership Meeting 
 

You won't want to miss our February meeting...it might 
even be better than Prozac. 
 

Date:  February 1, 2004 
Time:  10am 

Where: Tyler Rose Garden Center 
 

Elizabeth Waldrop will be speaking to us about 
"Cultivating Calm:  How caring for plants can help people 
care for themselves. In our fast paced modern world so 

many people are separated from nature and our health 
suffers for it. The current houseplant fashion craze shows 
how much people need plants in their lives. 
 

This talk discusses how plants improve health outcomes 
and the biomarkers of the people who are around them. 
We will also delve into how to utilize these benefits in 
your own life and focus on houseplant care and mindful 

interaction with all the plants in your life. 
  

See you there! 
 

 Gary Gardner 

you get a call from us, please consider joining us to carry 
SCMGA into the future as the dynamic, exciting organi-
zation it is. 
 

Speaking of leaders, I want to thank some who have 
“stepped up” this year already:  
 

Laurie Graham and Janie Fowler for the Home Garden 
Tour, May 18, 2024 
 

Sherri Matthews for current Youth Programming 
 

Beth Guinn and Belinda Kromer for East Texas State 
Fair  
 

Gary Gardner for From Bulbs to Blooms conference and 
bulb sale-date TBD  
 

In closing, I would be extremely remiss if I did not 
acknowledge all of our retiring members and their tre-
mendous contributions to SCMGA over their active vol-
unteering years. We absolutely couldn’t have done any of 
this work without YOU. THANKS A MILLION for every-
thing!  
 Gail Bean 

Gail’s Lens  Continued from page 1 
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REPORTS FROM THE GARDENS 

Heritage Rose Garden 
 

 There has been no volunteer activity in the garden the month of January as of this writing. But, the last Tuesday of the 
month looks promising.  We will see how the cold and wet weather affected the plants.  Since we have primarily herit-
age plants, they should be adapted to the crazy weather as much as possible.  
  

I started reading a book that is a 52 week journal of gardening thoughts throughout the seasons.  The title is The Com-

fort of Crows: A Backyard Year by Margaret Renkl.  Week 5 of the Winter Garden hit home for me.  My husband is a 
tidy guy and likes a tidy yard.  He often asks if it’s time to prune the dead “stuff”.  This chapter reinforced my 
knowledge that so many small critters need the dry hollow stems to over-winter in.  Birds need leaves on the beds to 
find insects that have burrowed under them.  We have watched juncos pecking and scratching around the leaves.  
Some butterflies overwinter in a chrysalis clinging to the dried stems of a summer garden.  Others overwinter in the 
ground buried under leaf litter.  So, be patient in your clean-up.  After I gave my husband that chapter to read, I don’t 

expect that he’ll be in a hurry.  
  

We will also be patient in the Heritage Garden.  There will be some clean-up.  But there will be a balance of what 

needs to be done as it is a public garden and needs to look good while still protecting the wildlife. 

                                      Linda Gurasich 

Shade Garden 
   

Winter chill and soggy weather kept us from 

very many Shade Garden work days in January, 
but we are grateful for the moisture filling the 
coffers for the warm days to come.   
 

While there is not much to report regarding the 

state of the garden (status quo), we do have 
something on our horizon. Starting soon we will 
begin a project aimed at beautifying the fountain 
area, to include an irrigation extension to im-

prove coverage to the beds and implementing a 
particular garden design. That area has been in 
need of some love for a long time and we have 

had the great fortune of a local citizen coming 
forward offering to fund the project.  
 

Since early fall a great deal of planning has taken 
place, along with preliminary meetings and ad-
ministrative details.  The timeline for starting 
the endeavor is in the works, with hopes to get 
the ball rolling in February. Look for an update 
on our progress in the next Grapevine. Hopefully 
we’ll have something to report!     
  

 Katy & Dana 
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Greenhouse Update  
 

Severe winter weather has come and gone, but left reminders in the greenhouse 
that it was there. We took a hit on our beautifully growing coleus, Persian shield 
cuttings, and Cat’s Whiskers to name a few. I’m not saying they are ready for the 
compost pile, but they will need some sunny warm weather to rebound. There is 
still hope for sure.  
 

I would like to take a paragraph and thank Doc Fletcher for being there when I 
needed help. He has been helping me out just about every day since October, he has 
really stepped up for me. He drives in every day from Bullard and checks on the 

greenhouse. He sends me a detailed report of what he sees when he’s there so I can 
react if needed. He is one of those above and beyond Master Gardeners and I want 
to give him credit where credit is due. He also comes to the greenhouse just about 

every time we meet on Wednesday. We love you Doc Fletcher for being such a great 
person and Master Gardener. 
 

We will be starting seeds this week for cool weather crops. We have to get those 
tomato seeds growing so they can hit the ground running come March. It will be 
interesting to see if the winter storms are over when we start planting all these 
seeds. I can only hope and pray Mother Nature has mercy on us. 
 

  Debbie Taylor 

IDEA Garden 
What better time to use the old adage, “out with the old, in 
with the new” than the beginning of a new year! That’s 
just what the IDEA garden is doing with the pergola on our 
patio! 
 

The existing pergola was built around the mid 2000’s 
when Andie Rathbone was President. The shed was built 
fairly quickly after the gardens were developed and it was 
later decided that a pergola was needed. So the MGs con-
tracted to have it built and solely paid for it, then and now. 
What no one knew at the time or in the years since is that 

it should have had a yearly protective seal coat applied! 
Unfortunately, it wasn’t and the result, almost 20 yrs. lat-
er, is a hollowed out beam which became a safety concern. 
No good solution to replace the beam resulted in the deci-
sion to get bids to have the aging pergola taken down and 
to build a new one. The Board of Directors voted to accept 
a bid and we are anticipating the new one going up very 

soon. Hopefully, we can put sealer on it, maybe not every 
year, but often enough to protect it from the elements and 
enjoy it for many more years. The interesting thing is 

whoever built it back then failed to run the ‘rafters’ the 
correct way in order to block the sun. So this time around, 
we have made sure to correct that misstep and to have it 
built correctly without having to add the lattice! 

When I started this article for the Grapevine, I had high 
hopes that the pergola would be finished and I would have 

pictures to share with you. However, city permits, the 
Christmas holidays and then old man winter have all con-
tributed to delays! If all the stars align, I’m hopeful the 
hired crew will be able to get it done as soon as we have a 
good weather week! Watch for new pictures in an upcom-

ing issue! 
 Laurie Graham 

Demolition set for February 5th! 
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REPORT FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING January 18, 2024 
 -  

     

The January 2024 Board of Directors Meeting was held in person at the Cotton Belt. 
Among the items discussed were the following: 
• We have 150 members plus Interns, and 115 have paid their dues 
• Update on Shade Garden irrigation and fountain area plans 
• Update on replacement of the IDEA Garden pergola 
• Submissions for State awards have been completed 
• Status of getting strategic planning 3-year plans from leadership 
• The large number of Project/Committee leadership vacancies 
• Planned financial training for those in leadership 
• The need for more newspaper articles to meet our commitments to two newspapers 
 

                 Elizabeth Waldrop, Past President/Parliamentarian 

Social Media    
 

It’s been a cold and wet month and things have been a little slow on our Facebook account.   But certain topics lik Crape 

Murder and planting onions were still popular. As I  told the new class, I’m always looking for content – especially in our 
slow months.  So, if you see anything interesting, please forward it to me at andie.rathbone.66@gmail.com.  And that goes 
double for good jokes.   
 

  Andie Rathbone 

 
Here Are the top three posts for January: 

   

#1 January 22  
Time to Plant Onions   

89,830 People Reached  

#2 January 14 
Society Garlic  

8,944 People Reached  

#3 January3 
Things To Do  

8,219 People Reached 

mailto:andie.rathbone.66@gmail.com
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New Class News 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 31 completed their first month of training with 12 students. We’re excited to welcome Ann Butler, Annette Van-
Duren, Lisa Burton, June Reese, Roxanne Terrell, Rachael Kelly, Ruth Sauer, Teresa Bristow, Pam Sigman, Cheri Lundin, 

Sharon Bayless, and Vicki Harper Quijas. 
 

   Heather Stephens 

 

Historian’s Corner 
 
The Year in Photos? 
 

Remember your high school yearbook?  Did you know SCMGA has a collection of Yearbooks from 1995 housed in the 
office?  
 

The SCMGA Historian is the designated editor for the SCMGA 2024 Yearbook. I need photos.  Why?   
Photos of monthly/annual events, gardens, conferences, community service projects are photographic proof and a record 
that Smith County Master Gardeners are excelling in fulfilling our Objectives as stated in our bylaws (p2).   There-
fore, as you volunteer or head up a committee or project or display, please send jifs!  
 

Enter my contact info below and send photos from YOUR activity in January. marybethmccown@gmail.com OR text 
a few to 512-963-3693.  And thank you. 
  Marybeth McCown 

  Class 2019 and SCMGA Historian. . .  

  and former editor of Coldwater High School Yearbook 

mailto:marybethmccown@gmail.com
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VMS Update  
 

In 2023 SCMGA volunteered 15,873 hours, worth 
$504,761 at $31.80/hour, to Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion, Smith County and the City of Tyler, and achieved 
2748 CE hours.  That's a serious chunk of change!   
 

Congratulations to SCMGA for its contribution to the hor-
ticultural education of our area! 

 
 

  
 Mary Hamlin 

Mentor Program 
 

The Class 31 Mentor Team is being assembled. Mentor 
Training will be offered on February 13 from 10-12 and 
February 26 from 10-12 in the Extension classroom. 
Mentors who have not completed this training must at-

tend one of these sessions. Mentors who previously com-
pleted the training are welcome to repeat the class for a 
refresher. Students and Mentors will meet on March 
28th at a potluck lunch hosted by the Teaching Assistants 
and the Mentor Team from 12-1.  

 
 Heather Stephens 

 

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!!  
 

Tyler Morning Telegraph (Weekend only) 
February 4 – SCMGA Library Series – Lynn McGinnis 
February 11 – Why Red? – Lynn McGinnis 
February 18 – Shadow Trees & Black Lace – Marinda Arney  
February 25 – Waiting on Springtime! – Marybeth McCown 
 
Tyler Morning Telegraph under Lifestyles at https://www.tylerpaper.com. 
 

Lindale News & Times (Thursdays only)* 
February 1 – SCMGA Library Series – Lynn McGinnis 
February 8 – Why Red? – Lynn McGinnis 
February 15 – What’s New in the Garden – Ivan Greening 
February 22 –  Nun’s Orchid – Marketta Tefteller 

February 29  – Growing Herbs in Pots – Alice Bailey 
 
You can read the Lindale News & Times online for free at https://www.lindalenewsandtimes.com/current-edition.  

 
*Note: Please remember the Lindale News & Times is a small local newspaper with lots of hometown flavor, so if there’s an important 

community issue, high school football or the 4H is having a livestock show or even if a large corporation buys a full page ad, we get 

bumped that edition.  They do try to use all the articles we send, however the date might be. 

 

Tyler Today Magazine  
March/April issue of should be on the shelves and online mid-February – article about Azalea Bonsai.  
 
 

Tech News! 
 
Our Tech Committee will meet February 5th.  If you have any tech issues (within reason, LOL!) you think we need to address, let me 
know.   
If you are slightly tech savvy or even very tech savvy, we’d love to have you on our committee.  If you’re interested, please contact 
me lynnmac@suddenlink.net.   
And don’t forget you can watch some of our videos on our YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener 
   Lynn McGinnis 

https://www.tylerpaper.com
https://www.lindalenewsandtimes.com/current-edition
mailto:lynnmac@suddenlink.net
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Smith+County+Master+Gardener
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Education Dispatch 
 

We have a table set up for February 9th at the Fruit and Nut Conference. I want to thank Nan Bateman and Hannah 
Dietz for volunteering to staff that table while I am doing a Speaker’s Bureau talk that morning. You ladies are wonderful. 

Thank you for stepping up. 
 

On the Saturday the 24th of February we have been scheduled to do a program for the Whitehouse Library on basic gar-
dening. I need a couple of volunteers to help me with that set up and with a demonstration after the program. Please 
email or text me if you would like to help with that. You won’t have to do any teaching, but I will need assistants to show 
folks how to set up and plant a mini raised bed garden, pass out handouts and the like. It is a fun time and people really 

enjoy the demo. 
 

I will be doing that same program on Wednesday March 6th for the Food Bank and would love a few volunteers for that. 
That one will have a demo portion, but the food bank will also have the audience plant out some of their fresh food beds 
on site. We will be able to not only teach but also give all the learners their own hands-on experience in the garden. 
 

We are jumping right into this spring with a full schedule of programs. There are  three programs in March, three in 
April, two in May, one in June, two in August, two in September and one in October and we are still getting requests. 

There will be plenty of chances for someone who wants to help out to be part of an educational program or table set up.  
Also, if anyone wants to do a lunch and learn on their favorite topic for Master Gardeners, please let me know. We can 

talk about your idea and get it scheduled. You all have so much knowledge and we would love you to share it with all of 

us, in an informal, easy-going environment of fellow gardeners who love to geek out over pruning, tool sharpening or 

building something for their garden. 

   Elizabeth Waldrop 

From Bulbs To Blooms 
 

A steering committee met recently to discuss the future of our 

annual bulb sale and share ideas for 2024.  New Co-Chairs for 
the B2B Committee are myself, Gary Gardner, and Julie O'Bri-
en.  An email will be sent in the very near future to members of 

the B2B Committee regarding the next meeting date, time, and 
location.  I look forward to the meeting as we further organize 

and delegate responsibilities in order to keep things running 
smoothly.  Our B2B 25th Anniversary Sale and Conference last 
year was a great success.  This year we're down-shifting a bit 
but still planning for and expecting a great sale as well. 
 

Don't forget our "Bulb Show N Tell" time at each Monthly Meet-
ing.  You can bring a flower, leaf, or any part of a bulb that 
might be blooming, or not, that might be of interest to the 
group.  Be prepared to share a brief description or com-
ment.  We have a lot on our meeting agenda so please keep your 
comments short. 
 
Here’s a shot of two amaryllis purchased at our sale in October, 
‘Grand Diva’ and ‘Rilona’ 
  
 Gary Gardner 
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Calendar Committee 
 

It is nearly time to start planning for the 2025 calendar.  We will have our first meeting in March.  If you have any ideas of 
things you would like to see in there, let me know.  We need a great theme again.  There are still several 2024 calendars 
that need to be sold.  If you have a speaking event please take some to sell.  I would love to sell them all again this 
year.  They contain some great information that many people would like to have.  
 

   Sherri Matthews 

Programming Committee Report 
 

Library Lecture Series 2024 season kicked off with 71 gardeners 
braving below freezing weather in attendance. Stephen Cham-
blee, former Executive Director, Longview Arboretum, gave us a 
behind-the-scenes look at the beginnings of the Arboretum, it’s 
current status, and a look at its future.  
 

 A very special thank you to all the volunteers who helped set up 
and break down.   
 

Save the date for the next Lecture: 16 February - Things I 
Wish I Had Learned Sooner - Baxter Williams, Master Ro-
sarian, American Rose Society, gives a light-hearted look at both 

the right information about rose horticulture against the histori-
cal lore that has been passed down.  
 

 Dale Wade 

 

Youth Programs 
 

Hazel Bateman and I are working with Kissam Intermediate 
School to get a garden going.  We started in the fall and got a 

few things grown.  They have 13 raised beds that we are using 
for square foot gardening.  We are ready to start again for 

spring.  If anyone would like to help, we could use some more 
help.  If you have some extra seed potatoes, onion sets, or 
plants you don’t need we would love a donation.   
 

Please contact me for details about the days and times that we 
volunteer there (matthews1952@sbcglobal.net) 

 
 Sherri Matthews 

Bulb Farm Report 
 

Last spring, I dug hundreds of daffodil bulbs at the home of 
someone who bought several at one of our B2B sales more than 

10 years ago. They languished on a shelf in the AgriLife store-
room until I came upon them in October, and took them home 
to plant. Didn’t get around to it for a few weeks, you know how 
things go….. Found this yesterday! 
 

 Mary Jo First Bloom 
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Mastering Your Garden 
 

CHANNEL 19 
 

It’s been a roller coaster month for doing our Mastering Your Garden Spots.  So thank you 
to everyone who braved the cold and rain to do our spots.  We’re hoping that next month 

will bring us better weather.  Fingers crossed.  Here are our spots for February: 
 
February 1 Fruit & Nut Conference Greg Grant 
February 8 The Language of Flowers Elizabeth Waldrop 
February 15 MG at the Library TBD 
February 22 Pruning Roses Debby Watkins 

   Andie Rathbone 

SCMGA  

IN MEMORIUM – CHARLES MINETREA 
 

Charles Minetrea, past President of Smith County Master Gardeners passed away at his home in Arnold, 

MO on January 20, 2024. Charles and his wife Lynda were members of SCMG Class 8 and were active in 

the IDEA Garden, the Bulb Sale and other SCMG activities, serving as SCMG President in the 2004-2005 

fiscal year.  He was also active in the Men’s Garden Club in Tyler and the Fanny Marchand Garden Club in 

Mineola. After the death of his wife, Lynda, Charles moved to Missouri to be near to his daughter’s family.  

Services were held at the Bartley Funeral Home in Grand Saline on January 25th
. 

   Andie Rathbone 

Goodman Museum Gardens Project 
 

The Goodman Garden restoration project is going well. Having spent many hours in the garden and the Smith County His-

torical Society Archives, we have uncovered a trove of information about the gardens.  Our information now includes plant 

lists and the shapes and locations of various plantings and gardens that once graced the grounds. We have also uncovered 
actual ground from wildly encroaching liriope. 
 

Though we will never be able to replace the heart of the Goodman's garden, that the family charmingly called the Flower 
Yard, we are going to be able to plant some of the plants the family cherished, in the areas that currently exist.  That will 
help to restore the garden to its the late Victorian splendor. It will be a garden with a slightly tropical feel that concen-

trates on white and yellow blooms and perfumed flowers. 
 

Our faithful volunteers have weeded, trimmed, pruned and planted. Besides our constant battle against monkey grass we 
are also defending from greenbriar and eager squirrels. Our little band of once a month warriors valiantly fights on. 
 

The city is promising to rebuild the greenhouse this year, fingers crossed. When that is done, it will add one of the original 
structures back to the property. It will allow us to have some old camellias, like White Empress, to show off to visitors. The 
Goodman's had several large potted camellias that were over 80 years old in that greenhouse when Sallie Goodman Le 
Grand died. They also had an exotic collection of chrysanthemums from the Philippines. 
 

We have completed a plant list that we have given the museum director, and a tree list for the City Arborist to supplement 

the "grove" plantings with trees the Goodman's mention in their copious correspondence. We are writing seasonal articles 
on the Goodmans and their gardens that are posted to the Museum's website.  
 

We would love to add to our little army of workers. We meet on the second Friday of every month at 9 am. In February we 
are meeting the first Friday because of the Fruit and Nut Conference. We invite you to come out and help us preserve a 
piece of Tyler's historical legacy.  
   Elizabeth Waldrop 
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Home Garden Tour 
 

With many decisions made beforehand, the first HGT commit-
tee meeting was held on Monday, Jan. 22, so ‘thank you’ to 
about 30 members who attended on a rainy day! Most of the 
same people that had jobs last year have joined us again to do 
the same tasks and we are so grateful for that! 
 

So the process has begun and we are off to a great start! 
 

Assuming there will be a garden tour in 2025, there is one sub

-committee, Garden Selections, that we need to fill right away. 
That consists of about 5 to 7 people to look at properties this 
May for next year’s tour. We like to see gardens at the same 
time the tour takes place. It involves scheduling a few days with potential homeowners and the committee to go around 
and try to select the best candidates. I have already started a list of potential gardens from ones we looked at last year and 

hopefully, we will have more suggestions. There is also a ‘criteria sheet’ to help you make your choices. Please let me 
know ASAP if you would be interested in doing this for our 2025 tour!! 
 

We are considering having yard signs made to put in MG member’s yards that are highly visible with lots of traffic. It’s 
difficult to find businesses that will let us display huge banners so we have opted to use these signs. If you would like to 
put a sign in your front yard advertising the HGT, please let me know soon so we can get those ordered. The Jr. League of 
Tyler uses these same type signs for their “Misteloe and Magic” event so we want to try the same method of advertising. 
 

Docent signup will be sometime in March on ‘Signup Genius’ so be looking for that to come out! The tour addresses are in 
the January Grapevine. 
 

Please contact me or Janie if you have any questions! 
 

  Laurie Graham & Janie Fowler 

  HGT Co-chairs     
 

2023 Volunteer Hour OverAchievers! 
 

First year MG  
hours 100-199 from April 1 to Dec 31 
Gary Gardner 195.5  
Libby Sanson 135 
 
  
Dana Anderson 
Betty Atchley 
Katy Barone 
Betsy Browder 

Henry Burch 
Mary Cantrell 
Chris Cochran 
Navye Cummings 
Jolanq Damkroger 

Linda Gurasich 
Cindy Harrington 
Colleen Huntsberger 
Brooks Kerr 

Shirley Long 
Victor Long 

Sherri Matthews 
Mary Beth McCown 
Lynn McGinnis 
Linda Munn 
Denise Rasco 
Lynette Sewell 
Chris Steavenson 
Heather Stephens 
Becky Wade 
Dale Wade 
Debby Watkins 

MG hours 200-499 
 
Gail Bean 
Janie Fowler 

Martha Fowler 
Terri Gerber 
Laurie Graham 

Lenka Johnson 
Andie Rathbone 
Cynthia Siegel 
Brenda Strong 
Debbie Taylor 

MG Hours 500 + 
 

Belinda Kromer 
Mary Jo Madden 

Elizabeth Waldrop 

MG hours 100-199 
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Bulb Fairies 
 

We all know that Lenka is going through some stuff, right? Well, her sister Ruth, who lives in Connecticut, wanted to do 
something nice for her last fall, so she got in touch with the Help Desk. Her idea was to create the slope of daffodils that 
Lenka had long envisioned on her land near Troup, but she needed help. Could Master Gardeners help, she asked…. And 
the answer was no, we do not provide services for personal projects. 
 

But friends do things like that, right? 
 

Brenda Strong offered a good price on the remaining daffodil bulbs from the B2B sale and Lenka’s brother Jack footed 
the bill, as his contribution to this gift. Lenka’s daughter Jade, who lives nearby, was going to clearly mark the planting 
area for us, to make sure we put them in the right place, because this was going to be a surprise—maybe we could do 

this one day while Lenka was away….. 
 

So much for a surprise, as Lenka noticed Jade strolling around the property, looking like she didn’t quite know what to 
do…… 
 

Miles were shared to get Ruth on site (thanks Belinda), a small cadre of friends was recruited, some refreshments were 
provided, and  on December 120th 450 daffodil bulbs got planted exactly where Lenka Johnson wanted them. 
 

Tricia Wiggs was there, and she took this photo of the rest of us: Lucy Morgan, Gary Gardner, Brenda Strong, Ruth 
Lamy (Lenka’s sister), Lenka, Debby Watkins, Mary Jo Madden, Belinda Kromer. 
 

Looking forward to a photo of the area this spring! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29   

February 2024   Sm i th  Coun ty  Mas te r  
Gardener s  

Grapevine  

deadline 

Shade Garden 
workday 8:30 AM 

SCMG BOD 
CottonBelt 

10:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Shade Garden 
workday 8:30 AM 

SCMG Meeting 
Rose Center 

10:00 AM 

    

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

Shade Garden 
workday 9:00 

Office 
Closed 

HRG/IDEA 
Garden Work-
day 9:00 AM 

Goodman 
Workday 9:00  

Office 
Closed 

 

Fruit & Nut 
Conf 

Class 31 
Meets 9:00 

MGs at the 
Library 
12:00 

Tech Meeting 
1:00 

Kids Camp 
Meets 1:00 

  


