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Checklist for June, July and August
Bedding Plants

•	 Plant: Most annuals and perennials were planted in the spring from March to 
May. However, containerized plants can still be planted in the summer, and the 
earlier in the summer the better. Take into account the increasing temperatures 
and water demands. Newly planted bedding plants will need to be watered more 
frequently for good establishment. 

•	 Annual plants to consider: Celosia, cosmos, Mexican heather, nicotiana, 
pentas, purslane, salvia, sedums, sunflowers and zinnias. 

•	 Perennials to consider: Angel trumpet, butterfly weed, coreopsis, daylily, 
native hibiscus, lantana, plumbago, salvia, Shasta daisy, pennisetum, verbena 
and yarrow. Many of the perennials listed make great specimens for a pollinator 
garden!

Lawns
•	 Plant warm-season grasses throughout the summer. Planting in June will provide 

more opportunities for lawns to become established before going dormant in the 
winter. 

•	 If you fertilized your bermudagrass, zoysia and St. Augustinegrass lawns in April, 
you can make another application this month. Do not fertilize centipedegrass. 

•	 Herbicides: It’s time to stop using weed killers in the lawn during these hot 
summer months, as the heat will cause injury to the lawns. 

•	 Pesticides: Chinch bugs and mole crickets are a problem this time of year. If 
these are a problem in your lawn, follow pesticide labels and directions to deal 
with any issues these pests cause.

•	 Mowing will be the most common practice in the home landscape these summer 
months as the grass thrives and grows aggressively. Be sure to cut your lawn to 
proper heights once a week or every other week depending on growth and rain 
activity: 

Bermudagrass, 1-1 ½ inches; centipedegrass, 1-2 inches; St. Augustinegrass, 2-3 
inches; and zoysia, ½-1 ½ inches. 

Shrubs and Trees
•	 Plant: Increasing heat and water requirements make planting shrubs and trees 

this month more challenging; however, container plants can still be installed. Be 
aware of the need for more frequent watering as plants use water faster when 
it is hot and they are actively growing. Transplanting trees and shrubs from one 
location to another this month is not recommended.

•	 Pests: Control aphids on crape myrtles. For roses continue a spray program that 
includes both a fungicide for black spot control and an insecticide to control 
pests. 

•	 Prune roses in August to get them in shape for fall blooming season by cutting 
back to the desired height and removing all dead, diseased and spindly stems.

•	 Fertilize roses just after pruning with a rose fertilizer to provide extra nutrients 
for the fall bloom. 
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