
 

  

 

2012 Nacogdoches Master Gardener Association 

Officers  

Sylvia St. Andry, President; Donna Chrostopher, Vice 

President; Anite Kite, Secretary; Gwen Jeffers, 

Treasurer 

 

Presidential Ponderings 
Sylvia St. Andry 

 

Thank you all for electing me as President. 

As your President, I will do my best to 

promote gardening and Master Gardeners in 

our community. My job is easier thanks to 

my talented and dedicated slate of officers.  

 

Because of your hard work and dedication to 

our shared mission of service, education, and 

gardening, we have made great strides  in 

developing our Demonstration Garden and in 

growing our community outreach initiatives. 

Under my leadership, I look forward to 

seeing us finish current projects and 

implement exciting new ones. I’m looking 

forward to an exciting 2012! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A fundraising idea to sell plaques for 

Demonstration Garden benches was a huge 

success! 
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January Community Day 

In the Demo Garden 

 

Several community members turned out to work 

with Master Gardener’s to get the Demonstration 

Garden in top shape for spring. 

 

 

 

Linda McLean directing some SFASU volunteers 

on work that needs to be done in the BIADA beds. 

Anita Kite giving the herb beds a little TLC. 



  

 
I wish that this picture could show what I 

saw happening in the small area of flowers in 

front of our house. Although the zinnias and 

several varieties of basil dominate, there are other 

plants among them.   The flower patch, as small 

as it was, was teaming with different kinds of life. 

I saw at least half a dozen butterflies, some I 

recognized like the Gulf Fritillary, Monarch, 

Little Sulphur, and Buckeye. There were also 

many varieties of native bees and honey bees.  

So now you’re wondering what gardening 

has to do with politics. Some gardeners tend to 

concentrate only on specific plants. Regardless of 

whether our focus is vegetables, flowers, bushes, 

trees, or a specific variety, we tend to forget to 

look at the big picture. Now, I'm not saying that 

there is anything wrong with this, but there is 

much more to gardening than growing tomatoes 

and few radishes or concentrating on a wealth of 

day lilies. That's why the small area of plants in 

front of our of our house attracted so many 

 

different creatures.  If it was only zinnias, then 

Gulf Fritillary would have been its main 

user.  The bees and other butterflies were dining 

on basil, snap dragons, cone flowers and other 

plants.  

I know, you are still wondering what 

connection there is from gardens to politics and 

politicians.  Well you see, many gardeners are 

much like politicians because they are single issue 

individuals. It’s impossible to imagine just 

growing and then just eating only one type 

of vegetable or fruit.  Where would the balance 

be?  With such a narrow approach, it’s no wonder 

so many people lack so many nutrients. The 

similarity is the same with the politicians and 

those that vote for them.  

As a gardener, even a plant that is not a 

favorite of yours might be very useful and enjoyed 

by others. Try growing it and you might be 

surprised what benefits it might hold for the 

wildlife it attracts or the shelter it offers smaller, 

tenderer plants, or even what a wonderful mulch 

or compost it makes to nourish your favorites.   

The same holds for the politicians. If they stick 

mainly to one issue, then they will leave you 

hungry for more.  Elected officials are a perfect 

example of what can happen when one-issue 

subjects or looks-good examples become the 

“diet” of our nation, our state, or our local 

governments. Select those plants and politicians 

that you do like and who support what you 

believe, but make sure they serve more than one 

purpose in life.  

 

John Makow  

on  

Pollinators and Politics 



 

  

Mike and Danna Hasley, were 

instrumental in obtaining sand, compost, and 

contacts, setting up irrigation and planting. Gary 

Peacock, past President, helped with construction, 

bed preparation. Sylvia St. Andry, President, for 

continuing support in many ways and her hard 

work on the beds, and this is in addition to her 

large Butterfly Garden she planted.   

Mike Hicks, whose dedication and of 

course, his tractor, has smoothed the ground in 

front of the beds for the future parking spaces, 

and has filled all the raised beds with sand base 

and compost.  Last, but not least, my wonderful 

husband Don, who came and worked alongside 

us. Thank you all so very much.  This shows what 

teamwork can do, which is the focus of all of our 

projects in “The Garden.”  

 

 

The last three months of 2011 were good 

for changes in the Demo Garden.   Now that this 

awful summer has passed, with watering being 

the main activity, the Master Gardeners are back 

in full swing; weeding, planting and building, 

always with visions of future mature landscapes 

in mind. This is our “Flagship” of the 

organization.   

The building part I refer to is the 

completed construction of the BIADA beds, 

located adjacent to the Herb Garden.  I originally 

chose and designed this project to demonstrate 

what plants to use as host plants for Beneficial 

Insects, leading to more organic methods and less 

toxins in our yards for our children, pets, wildlife, 

and of course, our groundwater.  With the 

suggestion of JoAnn Carter, these beds now are 

also designed specifically for compliance with 

the Americans for Disability Act law, which will 

allow disabled folks to enjoy gardening. The 

timeline for completion of this garden should be 

within the next two years.  

I want to thank some special Master 

Gardeners who have helped me get this far. 

JoAnn Carter, Past President, has helped me get 

started in more ways than I can describe in this 

article, from the ADA idea to dirt work to 

construction with the help of the probationers, 

and much more. She also brought the equipment 

to the Garden as needed, so the timbers could be 

cut and construction could get started.  

 

 

Member Spotlight: 

Linda McLean 
 

 



   

 

 
 

Our 2011 graduating Master Gardener Interns: 

Yvonne Aiavolasiti (on left), Nancy 

Cunningham, Tom Lostracca, Kathi Corday, 

Mike Russell, Rachel Galan and Martha 

Breedlove (Below) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 2012 Master Gardner Interns. 

 

Welcome all recent and soon to be Master 

Gardeners. We are excited to add your excitement 

and various areas of expertise to our group. 

MG Intern News 



Visit Saturdays At West Main 

& Pearl Street 

http://www.farmermktnac.blog

spot.com/  

 

  

Lunch –N- Learn 
 Starting the year Off With a Bang 

 
 

  

Attendees enjoying delicious home cooking 

courtesy of the Nacogdoches Master Gardeners. 

 

Speaker Cindy Hoyt 

 
 

Our first Lunch –N- Learn held Thursday, January 

12 had 114 attendees sign in with 78% of our 

Master Gardeners and Interns attending - - - 

WOW! Cindy Hoyt from the Pineywoods Herb 

Farm was the speaker. Extension Agent, Crispin 

Skinner and MG, John Makow fried fish and hush 

puppies for the community. Thank you to Cindy 

Hoyt, James and Ozeda Lynch of Lynch Farms, 

Dr. Carroll Gregory, Nacogdoches Chamber of 

Commerce, Bancorp South, and the Lamp-Lite 

Theatre for door prize donations. 

http://www.farmermktnac.blogspot.com/
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  More Member News… 

If you have a minute, then check out “Get it Growing” on Red River Radio (88.9) at 7:19 

Monday – Thursday http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/  

 

 
 

Lunch –N- Learn 

 

Second Thursday of each month 

12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

Courthouse Annex, 203 West Main. 

 

 

Around East Texas 

 

Great List of more gardening events form the 

Smith County Master Gardeners - 

http://scmg.tamu.edu/coming-events/ 

 

A Request… 

We need perennials to replace those that were 

accidentally mowed over in the demonstration 

garden. Phlox, Lantana, and Chrysanthemums 

among others would be a welcome donation. 

 

A Plea… 

I need help weeding, mulching and dividing 

bulbs on the beds facing University. 

 

Thank you, Phillip Gregory 
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