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JCMG Members, 

Our summer is ending and hopefully 

so will Covid-19 and hurricanes. It is 

time to plant our fall garden. I visited 

the Seed and Need garden this week 

and they have planted carrots, brocco-

li, cauliflower, just to name a few. 

They have an impressive garden on 

Major Dr. with all of their production 

benefitting Nutrition and Services. 

If you haven’t visited the JCMG test 

garden lately, you should try to make 

some time to visit. The volunteers 

have really done a great job cleaning 

it up, and the green house sale helped 

clean out all of the extra plants that 

we will not have to house over the 

winter. 

Our Winter Sale was such a success 

last year that we are going to conduct 

another one in January. Only this 

time, it will be an online sale. We will 

offer roses, fruit trees, and pecan 

trees. The sale will begin January 29 

and conclude February 4 with pickup 

on Saturday, Feb. 6. Please mark your 

calendars for that week as we will 

need volunteers to transport and pick 

up orders and assist on Saturday to 

distribute orders. 

We will also begin our Intern pro-

gram on February 16, 2021. If anyone 

of our members is interested in speak-

ing or teaching a topic to the new in-

terns, please contact David Oates. 

As my garden is beginning to shut 

down for the summer, I have harvest-

ed red cayenne peppers, jalapeno pep-

pers, bell peppers (both red and 

green), sage and basil. I have started 

clearing my beds for winter plantings. 

Carrots and potatoes seem to my best 

producers in my winter garden. 

I, like many of you, am enjoying the 

last blooms of the summer. My zinni-

as have bloomed beautifully this sum-

mer as well as my bougainvilleas. In 

a few weeks it will be time to move 

the plumerias into the garage so they 

can rest during the winter. 

I hope that we can all spend time with 

family during this upcoming holiday 

season. I know many are concerned 

about large gatherings during the pan-

demic. We must all do what is best to 

keep ourselves and those we love 

healthy and safe. 

Happy Thanksgiving Master Garden-

ers! 

Brenda Beadle 

JCMG President  

Upcoming Meetings: 

November  12: Tyrell 

Park 6pm  (Face to 

face or Zoom) 

December 12: Tyrell 

Park 

January 14: TBA 
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“ Throughout all 

these conditions 

and adversities, 

gardeners and 

gardening 

enthusiasts have 

proven that they are 

up for the 

challenge, whatever 

it may be. .”  

Agent’s Two Cents 
By David Oates, Horticulture Extension Agent 

The fall season is finally upon us here in 

the Southeast Texas area. Hopefully, by 

the time that you are reading this, cooler 

weather has arrived and is here to stay 

for an extended duration. The last cou-

ple of months have been a challenge for 

gardening with weather conditions that 

would be extreme for most, but are the 

normal for residents in Southeast Texas. 

With all our extremes that we have ex-

perienced, it truly makes gardening a 

challenge. We have seen two major hur-

ricanes in less than two months, record 

rainfall for the year, and extreme heat 

for the summer months just to get start-

ed. When you throw in a multitude of 

issues related to the weather such as 

fungal pressures and diseases, insect 

damage beyond belief, ongoing stress 

related issues affecting our tree canopy, 

and just downright harsh growing condi-

tions affecting our outdoor daily activi-

ties, it is a wonder why anyone would 

want to be outside in the garden or yard. 

To top off this drudgery, we are still 

faced with a multitude of Covid-19 pan-

demic issues that will most likely stay 

with us for an extended period. 

Throughout all these conditions and ad-

versities, gardeners and gardening en-

thusiasts have proven that they are up 

for the challenge, whatever it may be. 

Covid-19 has proven to be a challenge 

for all parties involved. We have been 

forced to rethink a lot of our program-

ming and our activities. We have tried 

to maintain a good variety of informa-

tional activities and programs via dis-

tance platforms such as Zoom and 

Teams Meetings, where we can still 

share information and ideas with each 

other to highlight our successes and 

maybe our failures (maybe not so much 

on the failures?) while limiting our per-

sonal interactions with other individuals. 

Gardeners have embraced multiple new 

ways of doing things in the gardens and 

landscapes. Some of these ideas have 

been quite successful. Have you ever 

participated in a drive-thru plant sale, an 

outdoor education seminar, or online 

educational seminars? Master gardeners 

can check these events off their list now. 

These activities are possible due to the 

diligence and hard work of volunteers 

such as yourselves. The current re-

strictions have made everyone appreci-

ate multiple types of activities that we 

sometimes do not think anything about 

or give a second thought. 

Whether you are working hard at catch-

ing up on your backlog of gardening 

educational videos online or working in 

the vegetable beds and making prepara-

tions for next season, I encourage every-

one to simply strive to learn something 

new everyday and apply that to your 

daily activities. 
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The sweet smell of pine needles and the cas-

cading flowers of Christmas cactus tantalize 

the senses at Christmas.  Plants make won-

derful decorations and Christmas gifts, but 

what do we do with them after Christmas?  

If you don’t want to take care of your 

Christmas plant, give it to a friend who has a 

green thumb.  If you want to try your hand 

at keeping them alive, follow some of these 

tips. 

If you have a poinsettia, put it in a sunny 

window.  It needs at least six hours of indi-

rect sunlight per day.  When the soil is dry, 

water it, but remove any water from the 

drainage tray.  Poinsettias also like tempera-

tures between 65-75 degrees.  If the poinset-

tia survives until October, about 8-10 weeks 

before you want it to bloom, put it in total 

darkness for 12 

hours a day and 

give it only 6 

hours of sunlight 

each day.  This 

will force the de-

velopment of 

blooms. 

Christmas cactus 

can be easy to grow.  They will grow well in 

low light conditions near a sunny window, 

and they love temperatures between 60-70 

degrees with high humidity.  Allow them to 

dry out some between watering, and feed 

them a light application of fertilizer every 

two weeks. 

This time of year, Christmas tree shaped 

rosemary bushes are popular gifts.  To grow 

this rosemary, put it in a location where it 

gets at least six hours of sunlight every day. 

 Water it only when the top two inches of 

soil is dry and never leave the pot in stand-

ing water.  Overwa-

tering is one of the 

leading causes of 

container rosemary 

death.  As the plant 

grows, it can be 

trimmed to keep its 

shape, but don’t 

throw away the 

trimmings.  They 

are great herbs to 

use for seasoning 

meats and vegeta-

bles. 

Follow these tips 

and you can enjoy your green Christmas 

decorations and gifts long after the holidays 

draw to a close.  

 

Caring for Christmas Plants 
By: Melissa Starr, JCMG 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 



Master Gardener State Awards
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Our Master Gardeners worked very hard in 2019.  We entered several state awards’ cat-

egories and after waiting several months to learn of  the results, we are excited to an-

nounce that we won awards in three categories.  Congratulations! 
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“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

The smell of pine needles in the air and 

the smells of cookies baking in the oven 

at Christmas are all childhood memo-

ries that will never be forgotten.  I re-

member Christmas trees during family 

gatherings at my grandparents’ house 

decorated with delicate, white, cro-

cheted snowflakes, but I 

also remember Christmas-

es when there wasn’t a 

traditional tree.  A few 

times, when all the grand-

children were small, we 

had something nontradi-

tional such as a potted 

Norfolk Island Pine. My 

grandmother decorated it 

with tiny ornaments and 

set it in the living room.  

Sometimes the nontradi-

tional moments are the 

ones you remember for a 

lifetime.  There are many 

potted plants sold as deco-

rations at Christmas time, 

but if you want to deco-

rate a small tree, the Italian stone pine, 

Aleppo pine, and Norfolk Island pine 

are the most common. 

Italian stone and Aleppo pines are usu-

ally bought at the store already shaped 

as Christmas tree topiaries.  However, 

they can only tolerate low light indoors 

for a couple of weeks.  Unless you have 

a window that allows direct sunlight for 

6 hours or more, these trees need to live 

outdoors as soon as you are finished 

using them as a Christmas tree.  While 

indoors, check the soil daily to see if 

they need water.  Even though they are 

drought tolerant, they will dry out 

quickly indoors.  If the top one inch of 

the soil is dry, water them.  Because 

these pines like alkaline soil, they will 

not survive planted in the ground in our 

area.  However, if you plant one in Cen-

tral, West, or South Texas it should 

grow to 50 feet tall there. 

Norfolk Island Pines, on the other hand, 

do not have as much dense foliage and 

have a more “Charlie Brown Christmas 

tree” look.  It can stay indoors longer 

than Italian stone pines, but it cannot 

survive Texas outdoor temperatures.  

Any temperature above 95 degrees will 

burn the needles, and anything below 

freezing will kill the top of the tree.  If 

you decide to plant it in the ground, be 

aware that they grow 200 feet tall in 

their native habitat.   With our cold and 

hot temperatures, however, that should 

not be a problem here. 

Growing trees in pots can be rewarding, 

but tricky.  These trees can make beau-

tiful patio plants, but they need to be 

cared for more than a tree in the yard.  

Make sure you let the soil dry out some 

before watering. Once the soil is dry to 

a 1 or 2 inch depth, it is time to water.  

Every year, gently pull your tree out of 

the pot and either repot it into a bigger 

pot, or add an inch or two of fresh pot-

ting soil mixed with the recommended 

amount of organic fertilizer to the bot-

tom of your current pot.  Organic matter 

in the soil breaks down over time, and 

organic fertilizer won’t burn the roots.  

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Norfolk Island Pine 
By: Melissa Starr, JCMG 



Master Gardener Shortcourse 

Feb 16-29 and every Thursday 

afternoon until March 18 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, 

genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

1225 Pearl Street, Suite 200 

Beaumont, TX  77701 

Phone: 409-835-8461 

Fax: 409-839-2310 

Hotline: 409-835-8742 

 

The Latest Dirt 
MISSION STATEMENT 

To encourage and support the horticultural  

community of Southeast Texas through  

education and example. 

 

2019 Officers 

President—Brenda Beadle 

Vice President—Sarah Sloan 

Secretary—Debby Parker 

Treasurer—Marianne Kirkpatrick 

At Large— Dorothy Norris, Stellina Reed,  

John Hughes 

Past President—Eileen Slater 

 

Newsletter Staff: 

Editor:  Melissa Starr 

 

                         We’re On The Web: 

               http://txmg.org/jcmg/ 

               http://jefferson.agrilife.org 

Announcements 

Online Winter  

Fruit/Nut Tree and Rose Sale 
 

January 29 through February 4, 2021 
   

Orders will be picked up at the garden on Sat-


