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Message From The President

JCMG Members,

According to weatherman, Greg
Bostwick, this has been the wettest
summer since 1991. Actually, I enjoy
the evening showers watering my
yard and plants. Yes, the grass
grows an inch every 24 hours requir-
ing mowing twice a week, but every
plant in the landscape is so green and
lush. Let’s not complain about the
rain as we are so fortunate to not live
in an area where droughts are com-
mon throughout the year.

Our Master Gardeners do a great job
volunteering and educating the public
about everything from trees to turf
care. We are in the community grow-
ing food for the Meals on Wheels
program, propagating plants at the
test garden, conducting plant sales
offering unusual and new varieties to
the public, or volunteering at the Bo-
tanical Gardens. Many have assisted
our extension agent with school pro-
grams. We share our knowledge with
other Master Gardeners and the pub-
lic. There is something for everyone.
Please think about what you want to
do and volunteer with one of these
groups. We all have our special tal-
ents and interests.

Our new Intern program starts in Sep-
tember. Try to make a few classes
during that first week and welcome
the new interns. If you have pictures
of Master Gardeners over the years at
events, bring them to the next meet-
ing. We will prepare a power point
video to show our new interns.

It is time to get our vegetable gardens
ready for the fall planting. Many of
our suppliers are not at capacity due
to the winter freeze so you need to
plan to purchase early while plants
are in stock. Bedding plants are also
still in short supply as well as roses.
Remember to drink plenty of water
and take breaks while working in the
August heat. The heat and humidity
can be brutal this time of the year so
wear a hat, apply sunscreen, and
drink plenty of water.

Enjoy the rest of the summer!

Brenda Beadle,
JCMG President
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“With all of the
rainfall received,
homeowners
have been

battling extreme

cases of fungal

issues ... ”
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Agent’s Two Cents
By David Oates

Jefferson County Horticulture Extension Agent

Rain! Rain! Go away! Don’t come
back until you are needed later in the
year! This could be the anthem for eve-
ry outdoor enthusiast who has endured
the spring and summer months with
constant daily rainfall here in Southeast
Texas. Some folks were getting rain
twice and, in some cases, three times a
day for a period time. Rain is a good
thing, but sometimes we all can receive
too much of'a good
thing. The spring and
summer months have
been a roller coaster for
wet and rainy days here
in Jefferson County. It
was almost a guarantee
that you were going to
get rain at some point.
With all of the rainfall
received, homeowners
have been battling ex-
treme cases of fungal
issues in the lawn, excess water stand-
ing in low lying areas, saturated lawns
that normally were dry, insect issues
from all the standing water, (yes mos-
quitoes that could take you down and
drive you back indoors immediately),
and a host of other water related haz-
ards.

Through all this adversity of wet
weather, Master Gardeners and garden-
ing enthusiasts have endured another
summer growing season plagued with
challenges and have prevailed. Several
folks were able to have some decent

garden harvests and maintain their
landscapes despite the soggy, wet con-
ditions. Master Gardeners are a resili-
ent group of folks who will work
against the odds to have that perfect
garden or a landscape that belongs in a
magazine.

[ want to thank all the volunteers who
worked tirelessly to improve the Test
and Demonstration Gardens and assist-
; %% ed with other events held by
the Jefferson County Master
M Gardeners this spring and
S48 summer (even dodging the

R deners. I think you will be
impressed by the improve-
ments and updates. I would
also encourage every Master Gardener
to make time to volunteer in all our ac-
tivities, especially our group activities,
as we restart a lot of programs due to
COVID-19 restrictions being lifted.

As the old saying goes, “If you don’t
like the weather today, just wait 10-15
minutes and it probably will change.” 1
think this saying is appropriate given
the unusually wet summer months we
have experienced this year. Let’s hope
for a drier and more predictable fall
season. Stay safe and happy gardening!
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Jefferson/Chambers
Rainwater Barrel
Making Class

Saturday, August 14 , 2021

Pre-registration required by August 6th
(space limited); $45 fee, includes
constructed rain barrel

Registration: 8:30am
Program: 9 am-Noon

Speaker:
David Oates,

Count'y Location: Cove
E;(teer:clgn Community Building
g . 5735 South FM 565
Rarticaiture Cove, Texas 77523

For more information
Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension—Jefferson County

(409) 835-8461

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all
persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or
gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M
University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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“Gardens in
Southeast Texas
need to be able
to drain well
after heavy
rains, but still
hold enough

water for plants

to survive during

periods of dry

weather.”

Building an Earth-Kind® Raised Bed
By: Melissa Start, JCMG

The weather this year has been a chal-
lenge for many gardeners. While
some have been successful, other gar-
dens have failed. There seemed to be
no relief with inches and inches of
rain falling in July. What is a garden-
er to do during this type of weather?
The key to success is proper soil prep-
aration and raised bed construction.

Gardens in Southeast Texas need to be
able to drain well after heavy rains,
but still hold enough water for plants
to survive during periods of dry
weather. Texas A&M’s Earth-Kind®
program provides a method for build-
ing raised beds that not only allow
drainage of excess water, but also con-
serve water during times of drought.

When building a raised bed, the goal
is to have healthy soil. Healthy soil
allows drainage of excess water, while
retaining the nutrients and water nec-
essary for plants to grow expanded
root systems. To build a raised bed,
start by marking out the space for the
raised bed and removing the top 3” to
4” of native soil and sod to prevent
weeds from growing later. Line the
bed with an edging material G
such as landscape timbers,
rock, brick, or concrete
blocks. Raised beds should
be at least 6” tall for good
drainage. A semi-permeable
weed barrier can be placed at ZiS8ss
the bottom of the bed to pre-

The Latest Dirt

vent grass and weeds from growing;
however, it will not prevent nut sedge
from growing. That is the reason
weed removal 1s important before
building your beds. Now would also
be a good time to install any irrigation
hoses/pipes that will be used. Drip
irrigation is the best way to efficiently
water plants without wasting water.
Next, add a high-quality landscape
soil mix, leaving 2” to 3” of space at
the top of your edging material. Work
in 3” of fully finished compost, which
looks like coffee grounds, to your mix.
DO NOT till the native soil under-
neath; tilling will activate any leftover
weed seeds. The soil will drain better
if it is slightly higher in the middle of
the bed. Pat the soil down slightly,
put in your plants and add 3”-4” of
mulch on top of the soil. Mulch helps
retain water and prevent weeds from
growing. Mulch breaks down over
time, so add more mulch about twice a
year. Do not allow the level of the
soil to fall below the edging of your
bed. This will prevent the bed from
draining adequately.
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Fruit and Vegetable Show
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“When
planting in the
fall, make sure
the plants you

choose are
hardy in zone 9

and will not

freeze during the

winter months.

Planting Your Fall Landscape
By: Melissa Start, JCMG

Fall is the perfect time to plant trees
and shrubs in your landscape. During
cooler season, the tops grow slower,
while the roots grow quicker. This
causes your plants to establish them-
selves faster. New plantings need to
be watered frequently, and the regular
rainfall that we normally experience
during the fall months will make your
work easier. After growing under-
ground all winter, the roots of your
plants will be better equipped to han-
dle the heat of summer. Here are
some tips for planting your fall land-
scape.

When planting in the fall, make sure
the plants you choose are hardy in
zone 9 and will not freeze during the
winter months. We have mild winters,
but some tropical and subtropical
plants will not survive our winters.
Native plants are always a good
choice because they grow wild in con-
ditions similar to our area. Also,
choose a healthy plant from a quality
dealer. You don’t want to buy a plant
that looks bad just because it is on
clearance. It will not be a bargain if it
dies.

Once you have chosen your plants,
you will want to put them in the
ground. First, dig a hole the depth of
the root ball and wide enough in di-
ameter that you have about six inches

el because it will settle a little over
time. When planting large trees or
shrubs, do not amend or add fertilizer
to the soil. You want to fill the hole
with only native soil and water thor-
oughly. If you add compost to the
hole where you planted the tree, the
roots will tend to grow in a circle in-
stead of out into the native soil. You
can, however, add compost to the top
of the soil. Then put a 2 to 4 inch lay-
er of mulch around your plant. Do not
allow the mulch to touch the trunk of
the tree or shrub. This will help your
soil retain moisture. Water it every
day for the first 5 days, if it doesn’t
rain, and then once a week thereafter.

If you are planting fruit trees that need
well-drained soil, you can build a
raised bed in which to plant a tree. |
planted a peach tree in a raised bed
during the spring of 2020. It has tri-
pled in size since then despite the rain
that we had this year. Soggy, wet soil
is not friendly to many fruit trees such
as peaches.

of space on all sides. Plant the tree or &

shrub just above the existing soil lev-
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Announcements

Fall Plant Sale
October 9

Test Garden

Don’t forget to input your volunteer
MG hours on the new site:

https://vms.texasmg.org/sec_login/

JCMG Master Gardener class
9 am to 4 pm daily
Sept 20, 21, 22, 23, 24
and 1 pm to 5 pm on
Sept 30, Oct 7 and 14th.
Cost §175
Call 409 835-8461

To enroll

Educational programs of the Texas ASM Agril ife Extension Service are open to all people withont regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability,
genetic information or veteran status. The Texas ASM University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Conrts of Texas Cooperating.




