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JCMG Members, 

I hope everyone is healthy and safe 

from Covid-19. The past few weeks 

have been 

nothing less than extraordinary. I 

think we can all say that we have 

never experienced a time like this in 

our lives. 

 

It is not unusual to see empty gro-

cery shelves when a hurricane raises 

its ugly head in the Gulf, but to have 

limited stock for weeks is unprece-

dented. Our children and grandchil-

dren are missing more than 2 

months of school, learning as much 

as they can through home schooling 

and online classes. Many have lost 

their jobs while doctors, nurses and 

first responders risk being exposed 

to the virus every day. 

 

Let us look at the positive side of 

this quarantine. I believe families 

are experiencing more time togeth-

er. Cooking and eating dinner every 

night together, playing together, 

studying together and generally en-

joying each other. We are not run-

ning in 10 different directions; in-

stead we are at home. I can honestly 

say I have enjoyed this time. I have 

tackled projects that my husband 

and I have been putting off. I have 

worked tirelessly 

in both my vegetable and flower 

gardens. I have picked up some of 

my sewing projects and finished 

them. 

 

This has been a time of worshiping 

online, shopping in stores where 

keeping six feet from you and the 

nearest person is normal, wiping 

everything you touch with a Clorox 

wipe, washing your hands at least 

10 times an hour and ordering food 

for pickup only. 

 

When times get back to normal, will 

we have learned something from all 

of this? Will we slow down a bit and 

enjoy the outdoors, will we spend 

more time with our family, will we 

determine our priorities by limiting 

our outside commitments and will 

we tend to our gardens? 

 

Stay safe everyone, 

Brenda Beadle 

JCMG President 
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ò Nothing beats the 

personal 

satisfaction of 

growing and 

producing a 

vegetable crop or 

even flowers.ò  

Agentõs Two Cents 
By David Oates, Horticulture Extension Agent 

By now, as you read this, we have 

been a full month plus a couple of 

weeks into the Stay at home/Stay safe 

restriction from the Corona Covid-19 

virus that has put everyoneôs world 

into a different perspective. I hope 

that everyone is safe and practicing 

good social distancing when venturing 

out for the house for essentials.  

Saying hello to your neighbor from 

afar is now the normal if you venture 

outside. No more shaking hands or a 

neighborly hug. We have seen increased 

usage of social media, email, web chats, 

and social interaction through a variety 

of video platforms such as Zoom, Mi-

crosoft teams, Webex, etc. to name a 

few. We are still able to communicate 

with each other through these platforms 

and stay connected. Even the old-

fashioned phone is still a good option 

for communication. Now you order your 

groceries, fast food, medications, and 

just about anything else online. You can 

pick it up at designated pick up loca-

tions or, in some cases, you can have it 

delivered to your doorstep to 

avoid social interactions with 

individuals. Most of us have uti-

lized this time to catch up on 

some neglected reading or 

watching our favorite program 

on tv. There is an app for every-

thing now. Who knew? Garden-

ing online? 

I would strongly encourage eve-

ryone not to forget gardening as 

one of those activities that can be 

done during this time of isolation and 

staying at home. You can devote any 

amount of time to a gardening project; 

all day or 10 minutes a day. It is up to 

you to decide on the time spent on a va-

riety of gardening activities and chores. 

Keeping active and involved with a gar-

dening project will help in several ways. 

Nurturing and tending to the daily ne-

cessities of growing plants will keep 

you active; both physically and mental-

ly. It will give you something to look 

forward to everyday. Nothing beats the 

personal satisfaction of growing and 

producing a vegetable crop or even 

flowers. It also instills a sense of a daily 

routine that must be followed on a con-

sistent basis for good results.  It also 

may create a sense of calm and personal 

achievement during taxing situations 

that we may be faced with during these 

uncertain times.  

I saw an advertisement recently for a 

virtual gardening program. It stated that 

you could have a beautiful garden that 

was full of color, multiple plants, little 

to no maintenance, season long color, 

and was easy to achieve from any gar-

dener despite their level of knowledge. 

Heck, it even allowed you change out 

plants if you did not like them or they 

did not grow fast enough for your taste. 

It sounded too good to be true. After a 

little investigation, I found out that you 

could indeed have a beautiful garden. 

All it took was a little time on the com-

puter and a lot of $$$. A monthly sub-

scription and you could indeed have the 

best-looking garden that only you could 

access from your computer. That is one 

way to have your own private garden! 

I would encourage everyone not to give 

up on your gardening activities during 

this time of uncertainty. Stay safe during 

this time of social distancing and happy 

gardening.  
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Earlier in March, before COVID-19 

hit the states, I decided that this year 

would be my first COVID-19 Victory 

Garden. Gardens before provided 

food, fun and experiments. Little did 

I know how widespread the pandemic 

would become. COVID-19ôs reality 

is: sheltering in place, wearing a 

mask and having six feet of distance 

between you and others, using apps to 

buy groceries and an endless chore of 

wiping door-knobs and surfaces. The 

worst is no family with which to cele-

brate. How do I cope with this dilem-

ma? Gardening is one way to effec-

tively cope with the challenges of 

sheltering in place. 

One way to help combat the effects of 

this virus is to plant your own Victory 

Garden, or if you have limited spaces, 

a couple of containers of vegetables. 

Itôs not too late to find transplants at 

grocery stores or big box stores. Veg-

etables that can still be planted (as of 

mid-April) according to the Jefferson 

County Spring Vegetable Planting 

Guide include bush beans, corn, cu-

cumber transplants, okra, corn, south-

ern peas, pepper transplants and 

sweet potatoes. Not being able to go 

to these stores very conveniently had 

me looking at the spring seed vegeta-

ble packets stored in my refrigerator 

in an old coffee container. Using old 

seeds is a gamble but one worth tak-

ing this year. I planted a 3-year old 

zucchini seed packet, 4-year old 

green bean seed packet and a 3-year 

old pepper seed packet. The zucchini 

is successfully growing. The green 

beans only came up half-heartedly, 

but I still have some more to sow. 

Amazingly, the bush beans that fell in 

the empty cinder block spaces have 

sprouted! So that will provide another 

source for planting and will make the 

cinder block garden sturdier with the 

extra soil. No pepper seeds sprouted 

yet, but I still have a few seeds left 

with which to try again.  Four bell 

pepper plants from last year that still 

had growth on them after winter were 

recycled by pruning off the dead 

parts, fertilizing and watering. Refrig-

erated store vegetables can be re-

grown, but thatôs another story.  

Planting flowers will provide beauty 

in your yard and home. Some com-

mon summer flowers to plant include, 

but are not limited to, coleus, impati-

ens, marigold, periwinkle, petunia, 

sunflower and zinnia. Again, I am 

looking in my old seed flower pack-

ets.  

I am thankful for gardens, 

sunshine, Zoom, text mes-

saging, Facebook, Google, 

drive-in church services, 

doctors, nurses, all support 

medical personnel, grocery 

stores and workers, teach-

ers, the mail service and 
Red Velour Tidal Wave Petunia  

òSome common 

summer flowers 

to plant include, 

but are not 

limited to, coleus, 

impatiens, 

marigold, 

periwinkle, 

petunia, 

sunflower and 

zinnia. ò 

COVID -19 Victory Garden Provides Enjoyment  

By: Eileen Slater 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic.  

First 

Photo Contest 
By Melissa Starr, JCMG 

Thank you to all who participated in our contest! 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic.  

Second Place: 

 Eleanor Lazenby 

With almost 60% of  the votes, 

�'�H�E�E�\���3�D�U�N�H�U�·�V���E�O�D�F�N���V�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�W�D�L�O��
butterfly photo won by a land-

�V�O�L�G�H�������(�O�H�D�Q�R�U�·�V���E�D�E�\���P�R�F�N�L�Q�J��
bird photo got 30% of  the vote 

and is a great representation of  

new life in the spring.  Third 

place was a three way tie be-

�W�Z�H�H�Q���&�H�F�L�O���+�L�J�K�W�R�Z�H�U�·�V���V�S�L��
�G�H�U�Z�H�E���D�Q�G���'�D�Y�L�G���2�D�W�H�V�·���S�L�Q�N��
roses and gaillardia.  

Congratulations!! 


