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Officers for 2012 
President:  Jennifer Corzine 
Vice President:  Kathy Laughlin 
Secretary:  Kathy Denning 
Treasurer:  TBD 
 
Committee Chairs 
Administration:  TBD 
Timekeeping:  Kathy Denning 
Awards/Social:  Linda Jolly 
Children’s Activities:  Jennifer Corzine 
Communications: Nicky Maddams  
Class:  Jennifer Corzine/Kathy Laughlin 
Co-op:  Fred Vesperman 
Anderson Beautification:  Janeth Nevill 
Publicity:  Peggy Sloan 
Fundraiser:  Kathy Denning 
Go Texan Landscaping:  Mike Arden 
County Fair Judging:  Linda Jolly 
 
Texas AgriLife Extension 
MG Coordinator:  Jayla Fry 
Secretary:  Sandra Curl 
 
Newsletter  
Editor:  Nicky Maddams 
 
Article submissions, photos and information 
due by the 20

th
 of each month 

 
Send to:  biplanechik@yahoo.ca 
 
Website:  txmg.org/grimes 
 
Email:  grimesmastergardeners@gmail.com 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
 
November 10  Harvest Bake Sale fundraiser at 
Navasota Walmart (see notes on Page 2) 
 
November 13  9:00am Monthly Meeting 
Grace Smarsh will present “Bats”.  Elections will 
be held at this meeting. 
 
December 7  Christmas Party Potluck and 
Awards Ceremony at Martha’s Bloomers 
 
 
 

                    
 
 
 
 

 

 

Texas Superstars! 
See which Superstar is featured this month 

 

                   

 

Get to Know Your Fellow Master 
Gardeners! 

 
Visit with intern Martha Brogdon.  We had a hard 
time tracking down a current Master Gardener, so 
just the one this month! 

 
by  

mailto:biplanechik@yahoo.ca
file:///C:/Users/Nicky%20Maddams/Documents/Grimes%20MG/txmg.org/grimes
mailto:grimesmastergardeners@gmail.com
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 November Vegetable Planting                      
Guide 

Beets   Now - 10/20 
Broccoli *   Now - 11/15 
Brussels Sprouts*   Now - 11/05 
Cabbage*   Now - 12/31 
Chinese Cabbage  Now - 10/15 
Carrot    Now - 12/31 
Cauliflower*   Now - 10/31 
Kohlrabi    Now - 11/30 
Lettuce, leaf   Now - 11/30 
Mustard    Now - 11/15 
Spinach    Now - 10/25 
Turnip    Now - 11/20 
Radish    Now - 11/30 
 
•Use plants, not seeds; be sure to provide 
shade and adequate water  
 

HARVEST BAKE SALE 

 

Our Fall Harvest Bake Sale is on Saturday, 
November 10th at the Navasota Walmart. We 
will start at 8:00 and go until at least noon or 
until we sell out. Everyone is encouraged to 
participate! All proceeds will go into the 
general fund.  

Since we are Master Gardeners, we are asking 
that the baked goods contain fruits or 
vegetables - zucchini, carrot, apple, pumpkin, 
nuts, etc. We hope to have a generous 
selection of breads (1 loaf or 2 mini loaf sizes), 
cakes (9X13 or Bundt), muffins (dozen regular), 
pies, and cookies (2 dozen). Each item donated 
will count for 1 volunteer hour. 

Please bring your items packaged to sell and 
labeled with the name of the item, i.e. 
Pumpkin Bread, etc. 

- Cakes in or on disposable cake pans 
or containers.   

- Breads individually wrapped in 
plastic wrap or in Ziploc bags.  

- Pies in foil pie plates and wrapped in 
plastic wrap.   

- Muffins and cookies – bring in a 
container and they will be packaged 
at the sale. 

 

 

 

All pricing will be done on the morning of the 
sale. 

Items may be dropped off at Walmart at 
8:00am on Saturday morning, or on Friday at 
Martha’s Bloomers or at the home of Kathy 
Denning, 17614 Whippoorwill Rd, Navasota 
77868; 936-894-2358. 

To volunteer to donate or work at the sale, 
please contact Kathy Denning, 
mailto:kathy@rupturedisk.com. 

 

 
MARTHA BROGDON 

Where were you born and how long have 
you lived in Texas?  
 
I was born in Houston, Texas and grew up in 
Bryan.  My husband and I moved away in 1977 
and moved back to Texas in 1999. 
  
Where is the farthest you have traveled from 
Texas? 
 
I went to Germany for a month for the birth of 
my first granddaughter. 

Where would you go on your dream vacation? 

I would love to go to Costa Rica.  My husband 
and I are birders and the flora and fauna there 
is supposed to be wonderful! 

What is your favorite flower and tree?  Do you 
grow them? 

My favorite flowers are orchids and roses.   I 
grow them both.  My favorite trees would be 
maples, but unfortunately we don’t have them 
here in Texas. 

 

Where is the prettiest garden you have ever 
been to and what made it so? 

I’ve been to the Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
in Alabama.  It is the most beautiful, serene 
place!!! 

What restaurant do you go to more than any 
other? 

I like trying different places when we do have a 
chance to go out… I have many favorites. 

What is your favorite season? 

We lived in Connecticut for 16 years… so I 
would say autumn in New England… Beautiful 
foliage, cool, crisp mornings and dancing fall 
leaves!!!  (And Spring in Texas) 

Why are you a Master Gardener or Intern? 

I wanted to join to learn more about gardening 
and to meet friends interested in gardening as 
well. 

What is the closest you have been to a natural 
disaster? 

Hurricane Ike when we lived in The 
Woodlands. 
 
When in your life have you needed an alibi? 
 
You don’t want to know. 
 
When was the last "back to nature" 
experience you have had? 

I think moving from The Woodlands to the 
”country” close to Navasota has been a “back 
to nature” experience for us.  We are more or 
less starting from scratch in learning many 
things. 

Where would you like to go that is "off the 
beaten bath"? 

Costa Rica 

What vegetable do you hate? 

I don’t really care for radishes. 

What do you love the smell of? 

Angel Face Roses 

What is your favorite ice cream? 

Bluebell Cherry Amaretto Cordial…they don’t 
make it anymore. 

What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

mailto:kathy@rupturedisk.com
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If I have to pick one, I would say washing 
windows. 

What electronic gadget could you not live 
without? 

My iPhone… although I wish I wasn’t so 
addicted to it. 

 

 

Martha’s picture of Washington State lupines 

Are you a social butterfly or do you prefer 
solitary endeavors? 

I prefer smaller groups of friends usually. 

Name one wonderful childhood memory 
involving gardening. 

I remember being in a Junior Garden club in 
Bryan growing up.  It was always fun going on 
field trips to the nursery and picking out my 
own plants to bring home for a special place in 
the yard. 

What would you say is your garden style?  
(Country, cottage, formal, sculptural, etc.) 

I don’t know that I have a particular style or 
much of a garden at the moment, but I love the 
cottage style gardens. 

 

TEXAS SUPERSTARS ® 

Sharon Murry bring us this month’s Texas 
Superstar®:  Mexican Bush Sage. 

The Mexican Bush Sage also known as the 
Salvia leucantha performs its star act in 
September and October.  That is when it bursts 
with striking fuzzy spikes of purple/white 
flowers that can be up to 18 inches in height. 
This great shrub with its silver/gray blue/green 
foliage makes an attractive addition around 
small trees or anywhere in the landscape in full 
sun.  It grows best and stays thick with regular 
watering but will tolerate periods of drought.   

 

The shrub itself may grow to 3-4 feet in height 
and 3-4 feet in width.  The flowers also make 
great cut flowers that will last several days.  
The Salvia leucantha is a tender perennial 
which makes it hardy in the lower zones of 
Texas. (Zones 8-10).  Cut it back in early spring 
after the last frost date.  In northern areas of 
Texas, the roots can be protected with a layer 
of organic mulch.  It is also an excellent plant 
for attracting hummingbirds and bees to your 
yard.  The Texas Superstars™ are a line of 
successful plants researched by Texas A&M’s 
horticulture CEMAP testing program.  
Consumers can be confident these plants, 
given proper care, will perform well in their 
home landscapes. 

 

The strawberries are in!  In the 
ground! 

 

Many thanks to Ann DeWitt for organizing the 
strawberry orders and contacting everyone 
upon their arrival!  Thanks to Jamie Bruns for 
picking up the berry plants and packing them 
into bundles!   

We were given an extra 90+ plants which have 
been put into small pots by Jamie Bruns and 
Ann DeWitt.  They are currently in Jamie’s care 
and will be sold to the public and the funds 
added to our coffers. 

 

 

 

THE RELEAF PROJECT 

Submitted by Jamie Bruns, MG Coordinator for 
this Project 

Reforesting those areas affected by the 2011 
Tri-County fires. 

1. $25,000 was donated by Anheuser 
Busch to purchase trees.  No overhead costs, 
all the money goes to the purchase of the at 
least 1000 trees.  The amount of trees is 
dependent on the cost of the trees.   

2.     This is an all-volunteer driven project. 

3.     4,000 residents of Grimes, Montgomery & 
Waller counties that were affected by the Dyer 
Mill & Riley Road fires will be sent post card to 
register to receive a tree.  They have to agree 
to plant the tree immediately upon pick up, 
preferably in their front yard and agree to 
follow up site survey done by the TA&M Forest 
Service. 

4.    Trees will be 10 gallon trees of various 
different species 

5.    One Large tree will be donated to each 
county and a “Community Tree Planting” 
ceremony will occur while planting same in a 
highly visible public location.  This is supposed 
to happen in October (I have not heard any 
other details from Grimes Co about the date) 
Officials from the county, state, Anheuser 
Busch, Forest Service, TAMU will be on hand 
for the ceremony. 

6.    Master Gardeners, Arborist, Forest Service 
will be unloading, sorting & tagging trees on 
December 7 from 1-4pm. 

7.    On December 8 from 1-4pm the trees will 
be handed out and each participant will have a 
short tree planting instruction demonstration 
by MG, etc.  The tree will be accompanied by a 
water bag, tree guard, and a hand out.   

8.  The same thing will happen again on March 
2

nd
. 

Pick up point will be The Calendar Garden in 
Magnolia. 
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN STUDY SERIES 

Plan ahead….FEBRUARY 18 & 19, 2013 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN COURSE II 
 
This course will feature some of the best 
and most popular instructors from the past 
as well as an outstanding featured speaker 
for our "outside" topic.  
 
Master Gardeners who complete a course 
may apply 12 hours of credit to their 
requirements for continuing education.  

 

Watch for more information: http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu 

 
 
 

TIMELY TIPS FOR NOVEMBER 
From Neil Sperry 

 

Plant: Trees and shrubs. Fall is the best time to 
get them established prior to the return of next 
summer's heat. Pansies, pinks, snapdragons, 
flowering cabbage and kale, for winter color. 
South Texans can also plant petunias, 
calendulas, stocks, sweet alyssum, poppies. 
Daffodils, grape hyacinths, Dutch iris and other 
spring bulbs. Give tulips and hyacinths at least 
45 days of "chilling" in refrigerator at 45 
degrees F. Plant them into ground no sooner 
than late December. Protect tender plants 
from sub-freezing weather with frost cloth. All 
digging, dividing of spring perennials must be 
finished early in month. Native plants, also 
established shrubs and trees that need to be 
moved, can be transplanted after the first hard 
freeze. 

Prune: Keep mowing at normal height until 
first frost. Letting grass grow tall actually 
weakens it. Use mower to remove fallen tree 
leaves, and shred them for the compost pile. 
Dead and damaged limbs can be trimmed 
while you can still distinguish them from 
healthy growth. Tidy up flower and vegetable 
gardens by removing stubble and fallen leaves 
and fruit, particularly if diseases or insects 
were an issue this season. Save major pruning 
of trees and shrubs for mid-winter. 

Fertilize: Water-soluble fertilizer to new annual 
flowers to encourage good early growth before 
winter. Apply one cup of lawn-type fertilizer 
per cubic yard of compost to aid  

 

microorganisms. Turn the pile monthly to keep 
it blended together. Cut back on feedings 
made to plants inside your house until brighter 
days of spring. Apply high-N or all-N lawn food 
to cool-season ryegrass and fescue turf late in 
month. Apply at half the recommended rate. 

On the Lookout: Brown patch in St. Augustine. 
The blades pull loose easily from their runners 
(which remain attached), because the blade 
sheaths will be rotted. Apply labeled turf 
fungicide. Apply broad-leafed weed killer 
containing 2,4-D late in month if you see non-
grassy weeds such as clover, dandelions and 
henbit starting to grow. If you don't spray now, 
they'll continue to grow all winter, but you'll 
have to wait until it warms up in spring to 
treat. Houseplants you're bringing indoors 
should be checked carefully to detect any pests 
that might travel with them. Treat while 
they're still outdoors. 

 
 

CLASS OF 2013 
Do you have friend who also loves to get their 
hands in the dirt…er, soil? 
 

 

 

Speakers are booked and dates are set:  The 
Master Gardeners Classes for 2013 begin on 
Tuesday, February 26

th
 from 8:30am – 

12:30pm. 
 

 

 

EXTENSION OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBERS: 

   MG  Desk: 936-825-0140 

   Sandra: 936-825-0465 

   Latisha: 936-825-0468 

 

  

 

 

Questions Received at the 
Extension Office: 

No questions were submitted to the 
newsletter during the month of October. 

 

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT! 
The good witches of Grimes County MG 
provided great fun and treats for the ghouls, 
goblins, princesses and fairies of Anderson on 
October 27

th
.   

 

 
Marti Luedtke, Kathy Laughlin, Dianna 
Westmoreland, Jennifer Corzine and Jamie Bruns.  
Thanks for Marguerite Corbello for the photo! 

 

 

 
Dianna and Kathy.  Photo courtesy Dianna 
Westmoreland 

 

 

 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
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THE FALL SOCIAL 
Ann and Thom DeWitt hosted the Master 
Gardeners at their home for our annual Fall 
Social potluck and meeting on October 9

th
.  

Ann and Thom have a Facebook page for their 
home on Loblolly Lake.  They’d love to have 

you stop by!  Loblolly site photos courtesy Ann 
DeWitt. 

            

     

 

 

 

Loblollly Lake, the home of hosts Ann 
and Thom DeWitt 

Time for Socializing 

Cathy Hardeman, Jamie Bruns, Kathy 
Laughlin, Carol Garnett, Pat Randall and 

Martha Brogdon 

Dianna Westmoreland and Nicky 
Maddams 

MG Meeting Time 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Loblolly-Lake/152438974874655?ref=ts&fref=ts

