
Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service  
are open to all people without regard to race, color,  

sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin.

The Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the 
County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating.

3.68

Prepared by 
Camille Goodwin, MG 2008

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Galveston County Office
Dickinson, TX  77539

INSECT PESTS

Large Milkweed Bug

Type of Pest: piercing/sucking insect 

Type of Metamorphous: simple (egg, nymph, adult stages)
Other Common Names: Milkweed Bug

Period of Primary Occurrence: summer

Plants Affected: Milkweed (butterfly weed)

Indentifying Characteristics of Insect Pest
• Milkweed bugs are very colorful 

• Adults are 9/16 – 10/16" long, black with reddish-orange on head, sides of pronotum and 
wing covers

• Milkweed bugs have Y-shaped head markings and crossing orange bands across the wings

• They have long sucking mouth parts

• They are found in small groups on milkweed plants, usually under the leaves

• Easy to breed and are used extensively in research

Description / Symptoms
• Milkweed bugs pierce the walls of seed pods to feed on the seed and they eat the green 

tissue of plants  

Best Management Practices (BMP)
NONCHEMICAL
• They have few natural predators because they taste bad from compounds found in the  

milkweed plant

• Pest if you are raising milkweed plants for butterflies 

CHEMICAL
• Not required but if infestation is severe, plant oil sprays and neem products can be tried
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http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/beneficials_intros/beneficials-D_type_metamorphosis.htm


The information given herein is for educational 
purposes only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names is made with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service is implied.

Use pesticides only according to the directions on the 
label. Individuals who use chemicals are responsible for 
ensuring that the intended use complies with current 
regulations and conforms to the product label. If the 
information does not agree with current labeling, follow 
the label instructions. The label is the law.

Always remember to read and heed six of the 
most important words on the label:  

“KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN”
All images are copyrighted by the Galveston County Master Gardener Association (GCMGA).  

These images are for educational use only and may not be used for commercial or non-educational purpose without written permission from GCMGA.
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Sources
http://insects.tamu.edu/extension/youth/bug/bug027.html

http://www.life.uiuc.edu/ib/109/Insect%20rearing/milkweedbug.html 

http://entomology.uark.edu/museum/milkbug.html
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