
W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardenerõs E- Gardening Newsletter . The purpose of this newsletter is 

to give you a month -by-month agenda of what you should be doing with your landscape. We will feature hor-

ticultural articles that we hope you will find interesting, and important dates where you can find the Master Gar-

deners speaking, demonstrating, and passing out information relative to your garden. If you would like to receive 

this newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com, click on subscribe , and it 

will be sent around the 1st of every month. Best of all; itõs FREE!   Susan Clark, Editor  
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Listen to KBEC...... 
 

Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on 

1390 AM. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners 

have a 5-minute segment every 

week, offering you helpful infor-

mation on what you need to be do-

ing in your landscape, as well as 

ñhappeningsò around the county. 

Be sure to listen in! 

Melinda Kocian 

Master Gardeners 2013 Gardening Calendar
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners are proud 

to present our 7th annual gardening calendar. 

The goal this year is to provide you with in-

formation about Earth-Kind® practices that 

produce great results by wisely using and/or 

conserving our natural resources. Featured 

articles discuss ñConserving Waterò, 

ñCompostingò, ñLandscaping for Energy 

Conservationò, ñImproving Landscape Soilò, 

and ñProtecting Landscapes from Insect 

Pestsò.  As always, the calendar will include 

month-by-month gardening information, soil 

preparation, and fertilizing timelines.   

Your free copy will be available by December 7th, at one of our many calendar sponsors. 

Please thank them for sponsoring this yearôs gardening calendar; without their sponsor-

ship, there would be no calendar. 

Ennis  

Tex-Scapes Greenery  

Ennis Chamber of Commerce 

Midlothian  

EarthTones Greenery  

Midlothian Conference Center  

Maypearl  

The Cowboy Bank of Texas  

Maypearl Insurance Agency 

Red Oak  

Keithôs ACE Hardware 

Waxahachie  

Anneôs Health Food Center & Market  

ARK Country Store  

Boyce Feed & Grain  

Brazos Valley Equipment Company 

CNB Bank of Texas - all facilities  

Carlisle Chevrolet Cadillac  

City of Waxahachie  

College Street Restaurant & Pub  

Creative Quilts of Ellis County 

Garden Inspirations  

Gingerbread Press  

KBEC 1390 

Larken Farms Orchard  

Pam Daniel, Ebby Halliday  

Living Magazine  

Rolandôs Nursery & Landscape (both 

locations) 

Travis Equipment  

The Doveôs Nest  

The Greenery  

The Rock Pile  

Universal Outdoor Design 

Waxahachie Civic Center  

Waxahachie Daily Light 
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Itôs December...What Needs To Be Done? 

Planting 

e  Plant pre-chilled tulip and hyacinth bulbs promptly after removing 

them from the refrigerator. Plant berry-producing trees and shrubs to 

attract birds to your landscape and for winter color. Some good choic-

es are possumhaw holly, yaupon holly, Carolina buckthorn, rusty 

blackhaw viburnum and American beautyberry. Select plants from 

the nursery with the berries on them to know what you are buying.  

e  Plant fruit and pecan trees.  

Fertilizing and Pruning 

e  Do not top crape myrtles or remove the central leader of any shade 

tree. 

e  Cut back dead foliage of asparagus and add some compost. 

e  Apply a root stimulator such as liquid seaweed or a mild solution of 

water-soluble fertilizer to newly planted trees and shrubs. 

Garden Watch  

e  Protect tender vegetation from the cold with a lightweight freeze 

cloth that is available at most nurseries and garden centers.  

e  Continue to water lawns and newly planted trees, shrubs and perenni-

als if rainfall is insufficient.  

e  Remove hoses from faucets to avoid freeze damage inside your 

house. 

Odds and Ends 

e  It is a good time to determine what plants did well in your landscape 

and needed less maintenance. Choose among an array of draught

-tolerant, sustainable plants and those with EarthKind and Texas 

Superstar designations.  

e  Use plants that attract birds, bees and butterflies to your land-

scape. They are some of our best pollinators.  

e  Plan to keep a garden journal next year. 

Container Gardens  

The ancient Babylonians had some of the 
first known gardens in the world and cre-
ated perhaps the most famous container 
garden of all time. The Hanging Gardens 
of Babylon were one of the Seven Won-
ders of the Ancient world. Container gar-
dens can be used for herbs, vegetables or 
simply ornamental plants. A container 
garden can be soothing with the planting 
of a single color or complementing colors 
that jump out demanding attention. Con-
tainer gardens in Ellis County offer the 
advantages of limiting water usage by 
reducing the area that requires water. 
Another advantage is that for people with 
disabilities, container gardens raise the 
soil level that is easier on the back and 
knees. Container gardens also offer an 
alternative to mining through the caliche. 
The soil of a container is far easier to con-
trol than a patch of earth! 

MG Photo Contest Entry 

MG Photo Contest Entry 



Ellis County Master Gardenerôs E-Gardening Newsletter December, 2012 ð Page 3 

 

Featured Texas Wild Flower of the Month  
Submitted by Melinda Kocian  
Ellis County Master Gardener  

Tropical Sage ï Mint Family (Lamiaceae) 

Salvia coccinia Buchoz ex Erlinger 

Region:  1-8 (Ellis County is Region 4) 

Size:  1 ï 3 Feet 

Blooms: March ï December, Perennial 

Tropical Sage is an upright, aromatic, hairy plant with square stems typical of the mint 

family. Bright red flowers are about an inch long and two-lipped, with the upper lip nar-

row and extended forward. The lower lip is broad and three-lobed. Flowers are in clus-

ters of well-separated whorls that form a long, slender spike. Leaves are opposite and 

stalked, saw-toothed or scalloped on the margins. Other red Salvias in the state are S. 

roemeriana, usually found in shaded, rocky woods, with erect to reclining stems; S. greggii, a woody shrub of west Tex-

as; S. regla, found in the Chisos Mountains and S. penstemonoides, a rate Edwards Plateau endemic. Their flowers at-

tract many pollinators, especially hummingbirds. A long flowering season makes them a reliable source of nectar. As the 

name sage implies, Salvia can be used in condiments, or the leaves dried for tea. Salvia is represented in Texas by twen-

ty-one species, six of which are shrubs. 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association announced its annual photo 

contest is under way, beginning September 1, 2012. Last date for submis-

sions is March 1, 2013. 

Grab your cameras and get out in your yard, garden, and Ellis County and 

take your best shot! You can submit up to five photos, so you may want to 

submit photos from different seasons, as well as, your personal favorite. 

Vegetables and summer garden pictures are great, but donôt forget to include 

beautiful fall and winter photos, too. Please do not include people in your 

photos. 

For contest details and submission of entries, go to Photo Contest at 

www.ecmga.com. There is no cost to enter the contest, and photogra-

phers can enter up to five photographs per category. Prizes will be 

awarded to first, second, and third place in each of two categories: 

ñSingle Specimenò and ñIn the Gardenò. Each winner will receive a gift 

certificate from one of the following businesses: Rolandôs Nursery or 

The Greenery in Waxahachie or EarthTones Greenery in Midlothian. 

ECMGA AECMGA AMATEURMATEUR  PPHOTOHOTO  CCONTESTONTEST  

 

Save The Date! 

Saturday, March 16, 2013 


