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The sun was shining, temperature was  
delightful and because of the efforts of many 
of our Denton County Master Gardener  
members, this year’s Garden Tour and Plant 
Sale was a big success.  Each year our garden 
owners and their teams painstakingly work to 
make the gardens stunning for all to see.  

This year was 
no exception.  
More than 360  
visitors  
traveled from  
various parts 
of Denton 
county to  
enjoy the 
stunning  

gardens made available for their viewing 
pleasure.  There were many volunteers in 
each garden willing and waiting to show the 
guests all the interesting details of each  
garden.   
Our Diggin’ Deeper demos were a big hit, as 
always, giving the public as much education 
as they could absorb.   
The Plant Sale set up started the day before 
the tour and was quite the undertaking.   
Dozens of plants were delivered from many 
nurseries.  Each plant had to be categorized 
and organized and priced for optimum sales.  
Then there were the pass along plants that 
just kept being delivered all day long.  Our 
members planted and marked over 600 plants 
for sale. This year we had an extra bonus in 
the Garden Shoppe.  They generated much 
interest with their unique garden art and use-
ful tools.  On sale day not one question went 
unanswered and there were smiling faces 
everywhere.  It was truly amazing to watch 
this well oiled machine in action.   

Thanks go to all of our members who partici-
pated in the planning, preparation and imple-
mentation of this event. 
A special heart felt thank you goes to our 
members who opened their gardens for the 
tour and generously shared their vision, crea-
tivity and hard work: Patsy Day, owner & Sara 
Roland, captain; Laurel Wallace, owner & 
Janie Cindric, captain; Don & Imogene Wier, 
owners and Clarice Luce & Darla Bostick,  
captains; Brent Bloechle, owner & Anita  
Maynor, captain; Terri Smith, owner & Kimi 
Dailey, captain. 
Special recognition goes to the following 
team leads who worked tirelessly to identify 
and address issues related to their area of 
responsibility and lead their teams to success:  
Diggin’ Deeper Demos -  Mary Morrow, 
Publications - Mary Morrow, Sue Hudiburgh 
and Janie Farler, 
Plant sale - Shirley Manfredi, Monica Chaffin, 
Renee Laidlaw, Sandy Read and Al Kirchhoff,  
Garden Shoppe - Sandy Read and Renee 
Laidlaw, 
Publicity -  Pat Pape, 
Brocket pre sales - Jenny Estes, 
Plant Id - Janet Gershenfeld and Joan Stanley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a Celebrate success and debrief 
potluck luncheon at Carolyn Tinner’s house 
June 2 @10:30. It is our goal to build on the 
success of the year’s event and identify best 
practices and ones we should change.   
Please feel free to e-mail your 
feedback to looswoman@verizon.net 
Susan Loos and Carolyn Tinner 
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Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
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Mother Nature teased us earlier in the week with a forecast of rain for the weekend.  After causing us to hiccup, 
she relented and provided a gorgeous day for our Spring Plant Sale & the Garden Shoppe. 
After literally months of planning, the event came together seamlessly. On Saturday volunteers started arriving at 
6:30a.m.  Product again this year was almost gone by 11:30 even with a larger budget.  By 12:30 we were starting 
to organize the tear down and by 3:00 no one would have known that there had been an event on the property.    
Monica Chaffin (Pre-sale Roses and Perennials) organized and offered us our choice from Chamblee’s Rose  
Nursery website.  A new endeavor this year was the opportunity to pre-purchase a variety of perennial favorites 
compiled by various well-known local gardens and nurseries. Monica and her team, Leah Knack, Diane Block, Evelyn 
McMillan, Sally Hughes and Mary Morris had the pre-sale distribution area so well organized that all we had to do 
was give our name and pick up our plants.  What organization! 
Carol Fitch (Holding Area) pulled it off again this year.  She brought back her expertise and a few more stream-
lined ideas to just breeze through this year's event.   Customer satisfaction was the name of the game and Carol's 
team, Kelly Hicks, Lee Ann Keener, Peggy Durrett and Helen Marsee had it down pat.  Great job! 
Al Kirchhoff (Pass A Long Plants) got everyone dividing, repotting and labeling early on.  He rounded up one gallon 
containers and helped provide potting soil from Living Earth (thanks to Renee who secured the donation).  Al's 
team, Barbara Burgin, Betsy Faulkner, Becky Kennedy, Mary Morris, Tom Cindric, Judy Stewart, Barb Nebrig, Selena 
Schindler, Wayne Farley, Barbara Slone, Audrey Robinson, Sally Hughes, Marti Wall, Patricia Stirckland and Vonnie 
Eggleston counted over 600 Pass A Long Plants.  WOW, how much better can it get!             
Renee Laidlaw (Commercial Plants) and her team of Sandy Read and Monica Chaffin spent weeks visiting various 
nurseries shopping for just the right plants.  Renee’s team,  Janet Gershenfeld, Joan Stanley, Susan Loos, Jenny 
Estes, Susan Kilpatrick & Girls, Diana Ooten, Diana Almond, Cindy Reese, Jill Hoenig, Selena Schindler, Carolyn Tin-
ner, Diana Block and Debbie Van Ness placed the orders, coordinated delivery and organized pricing.  An enormous 
undertaking beautifully orchestrated!  
Brenda Wellenreiter (Cashiers & Assistants) was the perfect lead for the cashier area.  She brought in her team, 
Zoe Broxson, Shirlee Singer, Claud Singer, Ruth Bain, Judy Riley, Mary Morris and Stephanie Briggs, ran through the 
details and the day went without a hitch.  What a great show of teamwork! 
Sandy Read (Garden Shoppe) can buy it - can stage it -  can sell it.  She knows when to push it and when to let the 
product sell itself...when to charge full price and when to discount it.  It makes me tired just watching her, and she 
thrives on it.   She picked her team, Pat Pape, Ginny Lassiter, Marty Wingo and Peggy Widmer and they worked 
it.  The Garden Shoppe made over $3500 with special orders still to fill!  What a way to go!  
Thanks to all the Master Gardeners who gave of their time and effort on Mother's Day weekend.  Some came on Fri-
day to set up, some showed up very early again on Saturday to make sure that fellow Master Gardeners working the 
tour could pick up their pre-sale plants, do a little shopping and still make it to their respective gardens on 
time.  Let me assure you that you are truly appreciated and that your contribution is very well recognized! 
It takes a membership to bring together a successful event.  Your pride is well earned.  You deserve a big round of 
applause.  Congratulate each other and know that this event was awesomely well done!!!! 
Shirley Manfredi—Plant Sale and Sandy Read—Garden Shoppe 

Once again the Master Gardeners outdid themselves and put on seven fantastic Diggin’ Deeper Demos at each of the 
five gardens on the Spring Garden tour.  Many of the visitors expressed their appreciation for having us ‘around’ to 
demonstrate what the gardens illustrated, answer their questions, and provide tools to take home with them to try 
it in their own gardens.  A standing ovation goes to: 
Kristin Anthony (Garden Bed Prep) and Sue Newhouse (Bringing Birds to the Backyard) in Patsy’s garden; 

Sue Hudiburgh, Diane Land and Carol Rowley (Water Conservation) in Laurel’s garden; 

Carolyn Gold and Susan Cosio (Shade Perennials) in Don and Imogene’s garden; 

Wally Gehrke (Vegetable Gardening) and Kris Robinson (Worm Composting) in Brent’s garden; and 

Susan Musgrave, Vivian Hicks and Jan Hodson (Backyard Critter ‘Scape) in Terry’s garden. 

Janie Farler and Leah Knack coordinated the teams without a hitch. 

Each of these demonstrations were wonderfully illustrated and displayed, the demonstrators knew their subjects 
and were so enthusiastic about sharing it with the guests in the gardens.  Diggin’ Deeper Demos is a wonderful  
example of what the Denton County Master Gardener Association is all about.   
Mary Morrow—Diggin’ Deeper Demos 

 

2010 Spring Plant Sale and Garden Shoppe 
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         New Kids on the Block... 

           Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Wayne Farley 

Flower Mound 

...asleep as it will be dark. Daylight 
hours I am in the garden. 

Coleus, hostas — love variegated 
leaves when no flowers. 

When working as green house manager at 
Wolf Nursery in 1983-84. 

Complete greenhouse (would have 
been complete but spent 4 weeks in 
the hospital), to begin propagating 
plants for garden -- ultimately have an 
annual tour. 

Irving...Dallas County...about the same 
except less room. 

Antigue roses 

All things growing and healthy. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Kathy Frelich 

Flower Mound 

Studying various flowers, the birds and 
butterflies they attract. 

Passion vine — it’s beautiful, easy to 
grow, very prolific, attracts butterflies 
and you can watch their cycle —
caterpillar chrysalis to butterfly. 

It started when I met a Master  
Gardener years ago. 

To gain a better knowledge of land-
scaping — mixing annuals with peren-
nials and various colors 

East of Austin — it’s little hotter and 
dryer there. 

Crossvine planted around my pergola. 

Full of color, lush, lots of butterflies and 
hummers. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Susan Cosio 

Denton 

In my studio generating computer 
graphics, photographic nature, creating 
stained glass panels and flying to Cali-
fornia to visit family. 

There are sooo many...roses for their fra-
grance and beauty, morning glories and 
irises for their sentimental value, gardenias 
and stephanotis for their exotic beauty and 
scent; passion vine for their attraction of 
hummingbirds, bees and butterflies. 

I attended MG seminars in San Diego but 
was unable to devote the time to becoming 
a master gardener due to career and family 
obligations and promised myself I would 
become one when I retired. 

I plan to install a rain barrel, convert my 
sprinkler system to drip, continue to 
landscape with Texas specific plants. 

San Diego, California...temperate cli-
mate, minimal precipitation, NO 
BUGS!! Here, I love the rain and snow 
but could do without the fire ants! 

Growing a glorious bower of stephano-
tis starting with a six inch pot. 

My ideal garden would have a variety 
of plants that would reach their bloom-
ing peaks at different times of the year. 
They would have an assortment of tex-
tures and sizes. I’d have benches and 
arbors throughout and maintenance 
and watering would be minimal.  

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 
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         New Kids on the Block... 

           Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Jill Hoenig 

Flower Mound 

Running, bicycling, kayaking, sailing, 
hiking, skiing, scuba diving — out-
doors!! 

Varieties of Japanese maples. They 
are random and graceful. 

I love helping people and love gardening, 
so I’d like to be able to help people through 
gardening. 

To be more successful! Shade garden-
ing, vegetables, and roses in particular. 

Euliss, so gardening was very similar. 

We built a pond with waterfall under 
some trees in our back yard and then 
landscaped a large area around it. 

As close to nature as possible, as 
though it’s always been there. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Sally Hughes 

Denton 

Playing tennis, reading traveling. 

Plants that attract butterflies and their 
caterpillars. 

Interest in playing in the dirt. 

Maybe add an H20 feature — add  
plants to my shade garden 

Kentucky — Cleveland, Ohio — Rose-
burg, Oregon — Midland, Texas. Ky, 
Ohio and Oregon — anything grows. 
Midland and Denton can be a chal-
lenge 

Turning my yard into a great place to 
relax and spend time. 

H20 feature, lots of flowers blooming at 
different times, potting shed. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Kelly Hicks 

Krum 

Swimming in my pool, scrapbooking or 
working at the hospital ( I’m an RN). 

Desert willows — they are beautiful, 
wispy, prolific in flowers. 

My mother-in-law told me about the pro-
gram. We talk plants a lot. 

Will probably have to re-do some of 
them! I know I need soil amendment. 

Minnesota — short growing season 

Starting plants/trees from seeds given 
to me from a neighbor. 

I have no color in the winter — would 
love to have color year round. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 



         New Kids on the Block... 

           Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Helen Marsee 

Carrollton 

At the sewing machine - quilting, mak-
ing clothes for grandchildren; in the 
kitchen - love to cook, make bread; 
with a book—love to read.  

I love violas—winter hardy, beautiful 
colors, great smelling, tolerate heat 
better than pansies. 

Learned about the program with Texas 
Gardener magazine. 

Work with Carrollton’s first community 
garden, sharing knowledge and love of 
gardening with others. 

Tulsa. OK — Soil was river bottom 
sandy. Anything would grow. Carrollton 
is pure clay — huge adjustment! 

Growing herbs—they-re so hardy, 
smell wonderful, useful for cooking. 

A garden that is beneficial to humans 
and wildlife and the earth. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Johanna Meinen 

Pilot Point 

Reading a book or working the bee 
yard. I also enjoy sewing and crafting. 

Flowers - color and smell - any flower. 
Herbs - rosemary - many uses - easy 
to establish - smell 

Buddy Cole...my husband called him 
one day to come to our house and 
identify a plant we found growing in the 
lawn. 

To plant flower beds around my prop-
erty and in my bee yard. To have a 
successful vegetable harvest. 

San Jose, CA. The climate was very 
temperate. You could throw almost 
anything in the ground and it would 
grow. 

I grew pole beans in San Jose that just 
could not stop producing. 

Flowers interplanted with anything edi-
ble. 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 

Becky Kennedy 

Argyle 

Volunteering at Teresa’s Resale dis-
persing clothing and needed items to 
those in need. 

Perennials, because I love to watch 
them come back each year and I can 
usually transplant to another location. 

The desire to improve the lives of children 
by giving them a taste of ‘the good ole 
days’ spent growing and gardening. 

First and foremost to get rid  of the 
moles! Second to have a very produc-
tive vegetable garden despite the 
spring floods. 

10 years in Tarrant County; no room 
for vegetables! Annuals became my 
friend... 

Producing enough tomatoes to go 
around. 

English garden with a stream and 
rocks of interest throughout, 

Where did you live prior to Denton County? 
How was gardening different there than here? 

What are your plans for your garden after  
you complete Master Gardener class? 

When you are not in the garden,  
where can you be found/ what are you doing? 

What interested you in becoming 
 a Master Gardener? 

What is your favorite plant(s) and why? 

What has been your greatest gardening 
 success? 

Briefly describe your personal, ideal garden: 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
BRENT BLOECHLE 

Drip  

Irrigation – For 

Every Land-

scape and all 

Climates 
By Robert Kourik 

Metamorphic Press, 

2009 
If reducing your water usage has been on 

your list of to do items, then this book 
will provide you with some great tips and 

instruction.  The author covers many as-

pects of the topic including how to install 

your own drip irrigation system, capture 
and save rainwater. Also, how drip irriga-

tion will increase your garden harvest and 

have healthier plants in your landscape.  

There are detailed instructions on how 
long you should irrigate and also help in 

selecting the type of irrigation need for 

trees, shrubs, and vegetables.  The au-

thor reviews tubing, emitters, timers, and 

goes through all the steps to make the 
installation simple, yet effective. 

 
 

The Cook's 

Herb Garden  
by Jeff Cox, Marie-

Pierre Moine 

DK Publishing, 

2010 
 

 
This is the “how to” book for growing 

herbs.  The books includes over 150 

herbs.  For each herb the author has 

included a photo, instructions for growing 

and harvesting, and how to use the herb 
in cooking.  There are sections on weed 

control, diseases, and propagating. The 

parts that I found most useful were those 

on harvesting and storing your bounty.  
There are suggestions for drying, 

freezing, and short-term storage.  The 

most enjoyable section was 67 pages of 

cooking and garnishing suggestions. The 
color photos made me want to head for 

the kitchen and start cooking. 
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DENIA RECREATION CENTER 
ALTERNATIVE TO FLOWER GARDEN 

 

There was a flower garden adorning the entry to the recreation center until some teenagers decided to rip it apart.   
Mary Morrow, Janie Farler, Judy Riley and Tracy Durmick used their 3 community service hours and made a plan 
that would be child proof, yet eye-opening.  With the assistance of the City of Denton contractor, Carlos, and his 
staff, this amazing mosaic came together after a couple of days of braving the cold, wet weather. 
The staff at Denia and its visitors liked the outcome so much they are submitting it for an award.  There will be a 
plaque displayed with the history of the Post Oak on the wall shortly.  Come by and take a look, we are proud of it! 



 

 

 

 

 

It is the new year spring clean-up, 
time to pull weeds, hoping for a 
clean pull, trying to avoid the ‘snap’ 
and you come across the start of a 
plant and wonder...  

 

do I pull or do I wait?   
Here are a few examples of some 
look a likes - can you tell which is 
which?  

Obedient Plant___ 
or Phlox___ 

one you want a hundred of,  
the other you get a hundred of... A. B. 

Poppy___ or 
Dandelion___ 

A. B. 

Queen Anne’s Lace__ 
or Larkspur___ 

A. B. 

Columbine 
 

A.___ or  B.___ 

A. B. 
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Mommy’s  

Little  
Helper??? 

BEVO,  
Brenda  

Wellenreiter’s 

new puppy 
 

Send your favorite 
‘critter in your yard’ photo to hawkilitle@aol.com 

Items Not  
Accepted: 
Ammunition 
Explosives 

Propane/Butane 
Cylinders 

Medical Waste 
 

 
 

Radioactive 
 Material 

Tires 
Business Waste 

Electronics 

What to do with your Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 

This HHW collection and disposal program is part of Denton County’s ongoing commitment to improve 

the environment in Denton County and to assist residents in their desire to safely dispose of HHW. As 

part of Denton County Storm Water Management Program, Denton County has entered into a contract 

with Upper Trinity Regional Water District (UTRWD) to assist the residents in collecting and disposing of 

their HHW. 

Residents need to pick up a voucher at Denton County Public Works to reserve a spot at one of the col-

lection events shown in this flyer. The vouchers are at No Cost to the residents and will be available on a 

first come first serve basis. Please do not bring any HHW to Public Works because we are not able to ac-

cept the waste. The residents will then need to bring the accepted materials to the chosen event for 

proper disposal.                Denton County Public Works 

(940) 349-3250 
 

Common Household Hazardous Materials: 
 Pesticides   Motor Oil 
 Herbicides   Antifreeze 
 Fertilizers   Brake Fluid 
 Gasoline   Paint 
 Fungicide   Aerosol Cans 

Recycling Dates and Locations: 

 
Flower Mound  Bakersfield Sports  
   Complex 
   1201 Duncan Lane 
   Flower Mound, TX  
Date:  June 26, 2010   
 
Highland   Copperas Branch Park 
Village   I-35 E SW of Lake 
   Lewisville Bridge 
Date:  October 16, 2010 
 
Lake Dallas Arrowhead Park 
   I-35E NE of Lake 
   Lewisville Bridge 
Date:  Fall Event 
  

 

This list will be updated as more events are 
added. Please check the website for updates:  

dentoncounty.com/dept/pwengineering 
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RIDDLE REE, RIDDLE REE 
THE GOLDEN GNOME IS HAPPY 

 

2010 GARDEN TOUR TICKET SALES CONTEST 
 

2010 INTERN CLASS sold the most tickets and 
 will enjoy a pot luck luncheon at  

Magoo’s Garden 
 

The following members sold the most tickets 
Barbara Russell, Mary Morrow—12 tickets 

Kristin Anthony, Carol Fitch, Linda Williams,  
Helen Marsee, Phyllis Minton, Barbara Sloan—10 tickets 

Luck of the Gnome goes to 
 Barbara Russell chose cooking class at Zoe’s 
Sara Roland chose mosaic mirror by Carolyn  
Barbara Sloan chose garden apron by Susan  

659 tickets sold...and counting! 
JENNY ESTES—TICKET SALES LEADER 
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We all search the web, some almost everyday, some a couple times a month—by 
popular request, a list of favorite websites related to gardening to get us started: 

dandlfarmandhome.com   
http://backyardheirloomseeds.net/default.aspx 
http://www.kitchengardeners.org/ 
http://www.nhg.com/ 
hobbyfarms.com  
http://www.hydrangeashydrangeas.com/index.html 
auntsuesbarn.com 

If you have a favorite gardening website you would like 
Included please send to hawkilitle@aol.com 

 

LOOK FOR 
 DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 

ON FACEBOOK 



   
 

DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING  

May 5, 2010 
Extension Office Conference Room 

10:00 a.m. 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

President Connie Gregory called the DCMGA Board of Directors meeting to order at 
10:00 A.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension office in Denton, TX.  In attendance 
were Joe  
Bendzick, Annell Burns, Wally Gehrke, Connie Gregory, Sue Hudiburgh, Janet 
Laminack, Maurine LeBeau, Adele Petty, Cindy Reese, Martin Richards, Carolyn 
Tinner, Linda  
Williams, and Donna Wolfe. 

II. MINUTES 
Minutes for the April Board meeting were forwarded to the Board available at the 
meeting.   Janet, Martin and Connie commented that Wayne has not submitted a 
project initiation form, Sue will delete that from the project administration sec-
tion of the April minutes.  The minutes were accepted with that change. 

 III. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Joe has submitted his resignation due to health issues.   Joe will continue to han-
dle receipts for the Garden Tour, and Shirley Manfredi has agreed to assume 
Treasurer responsibilities after the general meeting next week.  The board ap-
proved the change.  Thanks to Joe for his service as Treasurer this year.   
Copies of the year-to-date annual budget were provided.  Carolyn asked about the 
$500 expense for the Garden Tour, and Joe said it was money bag change.  Annell 
asked about the income listed for the demo garden; it was income from the gar-
den party.  Martin asked about taxable merchandise; it was garden shoppe stock 
and income for this year. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 

IV.         COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Project Administration – Martin Richards   

a. Projects are going well.   
b. Speaker’s bureau:  Shirley attended the talk at the state confer-

ence and reported to Annie.  We need to develop this part of our 
association.   

c. The Flower Mound Library series completed with excellent re-
sults. 

d. The Ask a MG booth participated in an Earth Day event.   
e. Children’s Garden is going great.   
f. A written report on the demo garden was submitted.   
g. Janet had a question about Clearcreek:  did they get it planted?   

Monique did not send a report. 
h. As of May 4, 5 people had registered for the rainwater harvesting 

workshop.  We are not going to do a pot luck dinner but will have 
a dinner at Sweetwater on Tuesday and invite the membership.  
It isn’t decided yet how that will be funded—if members will 
have to pay and if the participants will have to pay extra.  Mary 
volunteered to help out, and Peggy is looking for a few more 
volunteers. 

B. Communications – Janie Farler   Janie was unable to attend. 
a. Pat Pape sent a report.  The Denton Record Chronicle is sched-

uled to interview the Wiers.  Neil Sperry didn’t put us on his 
calendar.  We did have several other online and print mentions of 
the Garden Tour and Plant Sale.  Calloway’s mentioned us in 
their email.  Zoe was interviewed for a local TV program.   

b. The new website is still in progress.   The Extension is still wait-
ing on Jayla’s approval. 

c. Mary’s brochure on how to become a Master Gardener is now 
available. 

C. Education – Wally Gehrke:   
a. Jenny Estes sent a report about JMG status.  Jenny and Susan 

Kilpatrick have been working hard.   
b. Nancy McGinnis from Lewisville Farmer’s Market wanted a speak-

er for the 15th  (in addition to the Ask a MG booth).  She contact-
ed Donna, and Wally will do it.  They also want us to provide a 
booth or speaker on the 3rd Saturday of the month.  Wally will 
look into it.  We could rotate topics each month. 

c. InfoFest:  Linda will have a meeting after garden tour. 
D. Delegate at Large – Annell Burns 

We are down to 7 unpaid members.  Annell has contacted them all.  
How do we handle the last few?  Linda suggested that after 3 calls, we 
tell them (in writing) that they will no longer be associated with the 
DCMGA, and they need to contact us immediately if they are still inter-
ested in being members.  Annell will come up with a letter and have 
Connie approve.   

E. County Coordinator – Janet Laminack    
a. We have 12 teachers signed up for SWAT I from Denton ISD.   

Janet sent the flyer to LISD but has received no response.  We 
also have a scholarship available for books.  No one has signed up 
for SWAT II yet.   

b. The intern training class is just about complete, and only one 
person dropped out.  They will have a brunch at Sweetwater on 
the last day. 

c. The 2nd Saturday market day (Programs on the Porch): other 
agents have signed up for some Saturdays.  Maggie will be doing 
canning.  Linda said we could do an Enviroscape demonstration 
one day.   Or we could do the rainfall simulator and talk about 
the tall grass prairie.  (Robin is trying to tie into the history 
theme.) 

 

 
 
F. Volunteer Coordinator – Donna Wolfe 

a. Donna said that we have sent 75 requests for the 
3-year volunteer screening for those who are due.   

G. Harpool Scholarship – Adele Petty 
a. We have a Texas Tech horticultural science major and Denton 

resident.  Adele nominated him to receive the scholarship,  
 Carolyn seconded, and the motion passed.  Thanks to Adele for 

handling the scholarship. 
b. In our February general meeting, there were suggestions for 

revisions of the scholarship rules.  Connie has put together an ad 
hoc committee to review the rules and make recommendations.  
Tracy Durmick and Kristin Anthony are the committee.   Mary 
Morrow has also been contacted.   

c. Publication of the availability of the scholarship was discussed.  
Adele sent information to schools, and we have advertised in the 
Denton Record Chronicle. 

H. Mentors – Maurine LeBeau 
Maurine has received a positive response from interns concerning 
mentors.  There seems to be some confusion about recording hours.  It 
would be helpful if we knew how they are doing on their hours so that 
we can help.  Maurine has heard that some may not be able to com-
plete hours due to personal reasons.  Thanks to Maurine for all her 
work with the mentors. 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Copeland Center Site for member meetings 

a. There is no charge for our use of the facility.  We can reserve the 
room for a specific day each month, but we need to do that soon.  
We aren’t sure if it would be available for night meetings; we 
need to explore that.  The meeting room is much bigger.  We 
would need to bring refreshments.    

b. We should bring up the possibility of moving our meetings to the 
Copeland Center at a member meeting.  We could reserve it a 
few times and ease into it, perhaps sign up for times when we 
anticipate big crowds.  (We would need to be sure to communi-
cate the location.)  Connie will check with Carol to see if she 
thinks there is a program, or perhaps Roundup, that we might do 
at the center this year to ease in.   There is also a new county 
building being built on Loop 288 that we might be able to use. 

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS/GROUP DISCUSSION 
A. Report on State Board Meeting of April 8 – Connie Gregory 

a. Connie reviewed the Treasurer’s report. 
b. The outreach committee has reviewed survey results and is de-

veloping initiatives (e.g. officer training, code of ethics, im-
proved communications).   

c. Grovesite is to be replaced by WordPress for MG websites. 
d. Glen Rose will be the site of the next state conference. 
e. Bexar County will host 2012. 
f. The next state meeting is August 7 in College Station. 

B. Garden Tour/Plant Sale – Carolyn Tinner 
a. It sounds like the weather should be good.  The pre-tour is today. 
b. So far we have $1000+ income, and money is still coming in. 
c. Linda asked about a follow-up luncheon.  We also need to meet 

to discuss InfoFest. 
C. Demonstration Garden report – Zoe   Zoe was unable to attend, but Cindy 

was present. 
a. Zoe submitted a written report. 
b. A workday is scheduled for May 22, and 9 interns are signed up.  

Materials will be delivered the day before.  Boxes will be built for 
the raised gardens. 

c. The groundbreaking ceremony will be June 5 (probably).  Jimmy 
Meredith will set up a tent with food to sell at the groundbreak-
ing. 

d. Cindy did a presentation at the Texas Farm Bureau, and they are 
interested in partnering.  One of the farmers volunteered use of 
his tractor. 

e. Dig TESS is done.  There are no utilities except along the street.   
f. Lush Lawn Sprinkler System is donating the water line work.  

Cindy is investigating what information is needed for the permit.  
We might be able to negotiate not having to pay for trash.  Joe 
said we might be able to meter for irrigation only, and that might 
solve the trash charge problem.  Irrigation people might know 
about that.  County commissioners will pay for the water.   

 
D. Rainwater Harvesting Specialist Training – Peggy Durant 

a. See above discussion under Project Administration. 
 

E. Other Announcements:  
a. Veggie show is June 19. 
b. Rototeller updates are due May 12. 
c. Rally for InfoFest:  May 26th at 10.  Linda would like to talk at the 

general meeting about InfoFest. 
d. Connie will attend a 2-day workshop on grant writing, so she will 

miss the next board meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 A.M. 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, June 2 at 10:00 A.M. 
NOTE: THE BOARD MEETING WILL BE ON JUNE 8 , 10 A.M. AT THE AGRILIFE EXTENSION OFFICE 
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DCMGA MEETINGS 
  JUNE 9, 2010 

9:00 AM 
Presentation by Binion Amerson 

DAYLILIES 
***COPELAND GOVERNMENT CENTER*** 

1400 FM 424, Cross Roads 

  AUGUST 11, 2010 
9:00 AM 

Presentation by Wally Gehrke 
FALL VEGETABLE GARDENING 

AgriLIFE Extension Office 

  JULY 14, 2010 
6:30 PM 

Presentation by Monica Chaffin 

DRIP IRRIGATION 
***COPELAND GOVERNMENT CENTER*** 

1400 FM 424, Cross Roads 
Tom Harpool Horticulture Scholarship Award 



 

Flying Stained Glass 
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Transparency protects animals from predators by allowing them to 
blend into their environment. Although not common, there are several—
usually ocean dwelling—animals that are completely or partially trans-
parent including species of jellyfish, shrimp and ice fish.  Contending 
for most beautiful among these natural wonders is the Glasswing But-
terfly. 

 
Found in tropical rainforests, the glasswing—also called 

clearwing—is brush-footed with transparent wings out-
lined with color. Of the 20 species of clear-winged 
butterflies, the most common is Greta oto of the  
family Nymphalidae and the tribe Ithomiini. It lives in 

Central America from Mexico to Panama. 
 

The species has a band of dark brown color around the outside of the 
wings and clear areas with brown veins in the middle of the wings and a 
wingspan of 2.2 inches. These glasswings feed on the nectar of flowers 
in the aster family.  
 
The striking red and purple caterpillars of Greta oto eat leaves of 
plants in the deadly nightshade family. From these poisonous food 
plants, the glasswing larvae collect toxic alkaloids that make them  
unpleasant for predators to eat.  
 
Environmentalists recognize butterflies as valuable 
indicators of ecosystem health and biodiversity. 
Their sensitivity to the microclimate makes them 
particularly useful in monitoring natural areas and 
habitats undergoing rapid change such as Central 
American rainforests. 
 
Unfortunately, if you want to see live Greta oto and other glasswing 
butterflies, you will need to go to them. According to John Watts, the 
insect specialist at Texas Discovery Garden, they do not import  
glasswing chrysalis because the species fares poorly in the brightly lit 
Butterfly House at the Discovery Garden, preferring the darker  
environment typical of a rainforest. 

Barbara Brown 



 
In April I did something I have never done before at Fairoaks.  I took about 30 minutes and 
just walked through the gardens and looked at all of the plants that were popping their 
heads out of the ground or blooming for the first time after the long winter.   
 
I was pleased that most of the plants transplanted from Fairhaven have survived!  The beau-
tiful blue-black salvias, sages, the hibiscus with the huge dinner plate size blooms, the roses, 
cannas, yuccas and ferns.  Last year we also transplanted several large knock out roses, two 
huge crape myrtles and a bridal wreath spirea.  They are so at home you would never even 
guess that they were in someone else’s yard not too long ago.  As I walk through the gardens 
I remember the many gardeners who have spent time here watering, weeding, digging, plan-
ning and planting.  This story is about them! 
 
The real story is not about the plants at Fairoaks it is about the MG Interns who come each 
year and give their blood (during the rose pruning), sweat and hopefully not many tears in 
the extensive gardens at Fairoaks.  When I say Interns I mean all of the MG’s who have 
worked at Fairoaks and Fairhaven too, because weren’t we all Interns at one time? 
 
Over the past three years the Interns come and go, each one leaving a lasting mark on the 
landscape at Fairoaks.  I remember not only who helped with which project but those who 
donated their plants too.  I have been blessed to have one or two Interns who come back 
each year to continue the work they started as Interns and continue as Veteran MG’s. 
 
One thing I like best about working at Fairoaks is having the opportunity to meet a large 
number of Interns each year when they come to work at Fairoaks or to try their hand at the 
annual rose pruning.  Fairoaks is a good place to get your 70 hours of service.  The project 
has work days from February through November.  Each year the Interns bring such a wide 
range of experience with them.  I have learned so much from them!  I have made some good 
friends among all the gardeners I have met!  
 
Each year there are Interns who stand out in my mind, not only the Interns who take on a 
small or large area or project but the ones who come every week and weed or water.  With-
out the Interns who love to weed there would be no beautiful flower beds!  There are also 
interns who have taken on the job of watering the trees.  This is a big job that gets even big-
ger when the temperature goes up and the rain stops!  We have planted over 31 trees at 
Fairoaks in the last three years, including several types of oaks, lace bark elms, and red 
buds.  It takes about 2 hours to deep water the trees each week until they are ready to be 
on their own. 
 
Fairhaven is no longer a MG project but as I walk through the gardens I remember one day 
about 8 of us mucked out about 10 years worth of leaves and stuff that had accumulated in 
the pond!  I couldn’t have paid anyone to do that but there we all were with muck up to our 
elbows, having a lot of fun!  I don’t think I will forget the smell either! 
 
I could go on and on about everything the Interns have done over the last 3 years but the 
most important thing is, this project could not exist without you!  Thank you! 
 
Barbara Burgin 
Project Manager Fairoaks Retirement Community  
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As I write this, the Spring Garden Tour and Plant Sale is just over and the final tally is not yet 
in, but I am confident that it was as successful on a financial level as it was an outstanding ex-
ample of teamwork in action. That’s what I am talking about when I say, once again, Team-
work makes the Dream Work. You all helped make it happen and once again I express my admi-
ration and gratitude for all your efforts. The profits realized here enable us to continue to pur-
sue our mission and service to the people of Denton County. 
 
 The new Demonstration Garden moves forward – beds are being constructed, Dino dirt is on 
site and the plan for the focal garden is in process. Longer standing projects are progressing – 
the Children’s Garden, some new initiatives at the Bayless-Selby House, new plantings at Fair 
Oaks. We have once again had positive participation in the DCLA Youth Fair, the DCD Seedlings 
Distribution, the Redbud Festival, LLELA Earth Day and the Ask A Master Gardener Booth is par-
ticipating in numerous local events to further our presence in the community. The Spring Li-
brary Series in Flower Mound was very well attended. 
 
 The 2010 Intern class has completed its instruction and many are well on their way or have 
already finished their service hours. 
 
 SWaT will once again offer Level I training in-service to teachers in June and Level II in August 
and Riding the Rails is going strong. 
 
 The annual Flower and Vegetable Show in Denton will be June 19th. 
 
 DCMGA will sponsor a Rainwater Harvesting Specialist Training June 28-30. The class will in-
stall two rain barrels at the side of the Demonstration Garden collecting water from the adja-
cent Family Resource Center. One rain barrel will serve the Center and the other our Garden. 
 Planning for our Fall event, starting with a rally meeting, will ensue from the end of May until 
the first Saturday in October. 
 
 The days of a laid-back summer for the DCMGA are a thing of the past! So, I encourage each of 
you to become involved in any or all of these activities as your schedule permits. 
 
It is especially incumbent on us to support the Fall event, as we do the Spring Tour and Plant 
Sale. This event is our gift to the community and speaks volumes about our dedication to our 
mission to educate Denton County citizens about safe, effective and sustainable horticultural 
practices that promote development of healthy gardens, landscapes and communities. 
 
 May we all have a safe and productive summer. Go Team! 
 
Connie Gregory 
  



 
 
 
 
 

As dictated to an aspiring gardener – Mary Khazen Karish 
 

I still remember the royal treatment I received upon my arrival at the Community Garden.  
It was early spring.  A gentle breeze rustled through the branches of the trees, as they were 
busy donning their colorful dresses.  The flowers were just awakening from their winter 
slumber. And the butterflies ever so gentle, planted kisses on my rosy cheeks.  Then there 
were the humans… 
 

My first encounter was with my Butler!  I discovered not only she spoke our language she 
also understood how we felt.  She has a hearty laugh, and if it wasn’t for fear of stretch 
marks, I would have joined her too.  She tells lizards where to find gourmet bugs, earth 
worms the location of the best compost material, and even butterflies the best tasting flow-
ers.  She knows what type of food we like best, and is not shy in sharing it with the commu-
nity gardeners.  I love it when she hosts me in her plot in the summers.  She is truly a lady 
that recognizes noble lineage among the vegetable world. 
 

Then there was the Teacher!  She claims she is a retiree, but the way she lives life, I would 
say she is a cross breed between Martha Stewart and Oprah Winfrey, with her funny anec-
dotes and related mysterious escapades as she organized the Denton Vegetable Show.  I love 
listening to her stories.   
 

And before I forget, there was the Angel.  Although she is not yet with wings, she can cer-
tainly lift you up.  She never gives up on any plant, no matter what.  I have heard her urging 
other gardeners to keep tending to withered plants, only to see them bloom in full glory.  I 
think she blows a little bit of love on them when no one was looking, except of course yours 
truly!  She can shame you to pieces with her disarming simplicity and gentle kindness.  I 
have also admired her magical skill, the propagation.  If Neiman Marcus ever took to garden-
ing, the Angel would over shadow any of her designs.   
 

I can go on with my news, but it is almost noon, and I have yet to work on my sun tan. My 
psychologist recommended I needed time to recover after last year’s shock.  You see, my 
butler took me to the Denton Vegetable Show to show me off.  I looked radiant with smooth 
red cheeks and flawless figure.  At the time, I felt bad for my neighbor, the eggplants and 
invited them to show off their- let’s say their dull leathery skin.  Upon arrival, I checked out 
the competition, and realized no one was a match for me.  The strawberries with their bad 
acne, potatoes with their rough brown ridges, eggplants nicknamed - Black Beauty. 
 

To my dismay and ultimate shock, the strawberry acne got first place, and the leathery egg-
plant got second.  I do not understand how those humans are wired.  I consulted with my 
mentor, the Jersey Cow.  I am told she is at least 7 years old, and had lived with humans all 
her life.  She whispered in my ear that humans, unlike cows grow grass to cut it.  They simp-
ly lack the knowledge of the cows of using resources wisely.  It is to be expected to make 
the wrong decisions. 
 

It is all I can handle for today.  Fortunately, I am invited to a brunch that one of the garden-
ers is hosting this weekend.  I am certain to occupy the center piece of a salad bowl, bask-
ing the rest of the vegetables in my lustrous rosy cheeks.  I do not mind the attention I re-
ceive; after all I am a tomato… 
 

 
Guess who is the Butler, the Teacher and the Angel? 
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Denton County Master Gardener Association 

cordially invites you to  

Groundbreaking Ceremonies 

June 5, 2010 

10 a.m. 

1614 E McKinney, Denton 
(in front of the courthouse,  

next to the Woman’s Resource Center) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JILL PEAK - WINNER OF THE ‘NAME THE GARDEN’ CONTEST  
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GARDEN PARTY T-SHIRTS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE EXTENSION OFFICE - $10 



 While I hesitated to send my check for this year's conference because it seemed somewhat 
pricey, I also asked myself...well, what would it cost if I had to pay hotel as well?  Knowing that it 
was right in my backyard and that the fee included meals, I just could not pass it up.  So, I signed up 
for Friday only. 
 I am glad that I made that decision.   Not only was it informative but it was also fun, and the 
food was outstanding.   Zoe Broxson and I arrived in time for the Doug Welsh's talk:  The Top Ten 
Mistakes Made by Gardeners and Yardeners.    At 10:00 we broke out into our scheduled sessions.   
Zoe and I attended The Importance of Evaluating and Interpreting Volunteer Programs.  Landry 
Lockett did  a good job in helping us to understand the steps in the assessment of a program. 
 At 11:00 Zoe chose Orchids...They're not Just for Proms any More and I went to Plants that 
Conserve Water with Steve Huddleston.   He went through the 12 easy steps for saving water which 
can also be found in his book, Easy Gardens for North Central Texas.  After lunch,  Zoe and I headed 
to our next session.  Zoe to Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme...Herbs Can Make Your Landscape 
Sing and I to Exciting New Horizons in Earth-Kind™ with Dr. Steve George.  Even thought I've heard 
Dr. George speak a number of times, I never tire of his passion or his humor. 
 The next session for Zoe was Grant Writing and for me How to Clone Your Antiques (Roses, 
that is)!  Our final session found Zoe in The Contemplative Garden and me in Speaker's Bureau:  
Developing, Improving for the Future.  This session confirmed that DCMGA is not the only organiza-
tion needing more speakers.   It appears that few counties can accommodate all the requests they 
receive.   This is an area for growth. 
 After the sessions we visited the vendor area to look at all the 'goodies'.  We also enjoyed the 
silent auction. During dinner, Texas Master Gardeners recognized those individuals who had complet-
ed their certification in the various Specialist Training areas.   It was refreshing to see the number of 
MGs who have an interest in these areas:  Entomology; Plant Propagation; Earth-Kind™; Greenhouse; 
Rainwater Harvesting; Vegetable; and JMG.  Denton County was well represented by Mary Morrow and 
Sara Roland for Greenhouse and Lynda Harvey and myself for Earth-Kind™.   It was thrilling to get my 
certificate and pin.  At the end of the meal, while the Silent Auction was tallying the final numbers, 
we were entertained by Rose-Mary Rumbley who talked about all the food/vegetable festivals around 
Texas.   When I finally hit my bed about 11:00, it felt good.  I was tired after getting up at 5:00a.m., 
being inundated with information all day, and eating too much good food.  But I was so glad that I 
made the decision to attend the Conference.  Janet counted 20+/- Denton County Master Gardeners 
who attended during the day.  What a turnout! 

Don't miss the opportunity to attend the 2011 State Conference. 
It may not be in 'our backyard' but it'll be just 'down the road' in 

Glen Rose. 

Glad I Went to the 

2010 Texas Master Gardener Conference 
Shirley Manfredi 

Association of the year  
3rd Place - DCMGA 

 

Individual of the year 
2nd Place -  Janie Farler 

 

Education Project of the year 
& JMG Project of the year  

1st Place - SWAt 
 

Publications 
2nd Place - Intro to Vegetable Gardening 
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Session attended by Shirley Manfredi 
 This was one of the sessions that I was fortunate enough to get to attend at the conference.   
Dr. Steve George's passion for the Earth-Kind™ concept as well as his sense of humor never disappoints 
an audience.   
 
He went through the achievements of the program: 
- The first phase of the rose trial is complete resulting in the naming of 21 cultivars.  
-  Phase two is now in progress in Farmerville, Tx, with the largest rose field trial in the country. 
- City of Tyler has the world's first totally Earth-Kind™ Rose Garden. 
- Cleburne officially switched 26 parks to the Earth-Kind™ program. 
- The first elementary school (through third grade) to do a rose field trial is in Burnet, Tx. 
- Eight universities across the country are now involved in Earth-Kind™ research. 
- Kordez Roses (Germany) stopped the use of all pesticides for the last ten years.  We are taking their 
top 20 rose varieties for testing. 
 
 Dr. George reminded us that the Earth-Kind™ program is the umbrella for the home landscape.   
The reason roses were the first plant to be tested is that they are perceived to be the hardest to 
grow.  This perception is largely based on the modern Hybrid Tea.  By creating a science based pro-
gram to identify those varieties that would survive with no pesticides, fertilizers and minimal water 
once established, the program could expand from there.  Plans are now in process for various counties 
to do field trials in the following areas: 
  - Ornamental Grasses  - Annuals 
  - Shade Trees   - Small Trees (Denton) 
  - Perennials   - Vines 
  - Herbs    - Homeowner Vegetables 
  - Roses   (Tomatoes, Peppers, Asparagus, Radishes, etc) 

 
To end, Dr. George listed the dreams for the pro-
gram: 
- For every park in the nation to be an Earth-
Kind™ Rose Park. 
- For every elementary school to do an Earth-
Kind™ Rose Field Trial (15 plants) 
- For there to be a Master Gardener field trial in 
each county. 
- For homeowners to be involved in Observational 
Trials on one plant for new varieties. 
- To use Tree City USA, Arbor Day Foundation, as 
a role model for an Earth-Kind™ Rose City. 
- To challenge every Grandfather to plant an 
Earth-Kind™ rose with his Grandkids. 
  
Mutabilis Rose from Magoo’s Garden 

Exciting New Horizons in Earth-Kind™ 
Dr. Steve George 

Landscape Horticulture Specialist for Texas AgriLife Extension 
National Coordinator of the Earth-Kind™ Environmental Landscape Management 
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Mutabilis was introduced prior to 1894 and is one of the most famous and beloved of the old garden 
roses. Amazing medium sized single blossoms that pass through three distinct color phases (hence the 
name Mutabilis, since the blooms "mutate" in color) beginning with yellow, changing to pink, and  
finally to crimson. Mutabilis is also known as "The Butterfly Rose" because its blossoms look like 
brightly colored butterflies that have landed on the bush. Named 2005 "Earth-Kind® Rose of the Year" 
by Texas AgriLife Extension Service, this is a large, attractive shrub that is supremely easy to grow 
and has great heat tolerance making it well suited for growing in the South. Be sure to give it plenty 
of room to grow. Can also be pruned to form a spectacular rose tree 8' to 10' in height.  For more info 
go to http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/cultivars.html. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
We have been very busy at the children’s 
garden! We are demonstrating many ways  
to grow plants- we have a compost area, 
container pots, flowers from seed, and  
vegetables from seeds and transplants.  We 
have built trellises and beanpoles, planted 
lettuce and spinach seeds and transplanted 
tomato and pepper seedlings.  The children 
are having a great time. They come twice a 
week to plant, water, and weed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We think our tomatoes suffered from too 
much water in April and look stressed, but 
our potatoes are growing deep roots and  
appear very healthy.  Our carrots and radish 
tops are just peeking through the soil.  The 
lettuce is growing in abundance – we have 
already thinned it out.  The children  
sampled the sweet tasting stevia plant and 
smelled the fragrance of the lemon balm.   
It is wonderful to see the progress in the 
garden from week to week and the garden  
is only beginning to grow - patience,  
patience, patience… We can’t wait for the 
veggie show in June! 

 
The Children’s Garden Committee: 
Barbara Brown  Jacqueline Carney 
 Helen Marsee    Jane Moore 

 
 
 

 
I have some 3 foot diameter tree rings (concrete)  

that I would like to pass along.  
Contact Susan at hsuchand@hotmail.com  

 
 

 
Prefabricated stream bed.  

Measures approx 5 feet by 16 inches wide. 
Approx 18" drop. Contact Peggy:  

peggydurrett@verizon.net or 972-317-7263 
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Patsy 

Day's  
Garden  

Laurel 

Wallace's  
Garden  



Don & Imogene 

Wier's 
Garden  

Terri 

Smith's 
Garden  



Brent 

Bloechle's 
Garden  

HUMMINGBIRD FACTS - good to know! 
Excerpt taken from High Country Gardens Catalog 

 

◊ Hummingbirds are a beautiful, entertaining and cost effective form of pest control! 
 

◊ They eat large quantities of small insects such as aphids and whiteflies as an essential 
part of their diet. 

 

◊ Hummingbirds require lots of energy.  They have the fastest wing beats of any bird and 
their hearts beat up to 1,260 beats per minute. 

 

◊ A hummingbird can rotate each of 
its wings in a circle, allowing 
them to be the only bird which 
can fly forwards, backwards, up, 
down, sideways or sit in sheer 
space. 

 

◊ Hummingbirds may visit 1,000 
flowers per day and a well 
planned flower garden provides 
them with the nectar and insects 
they need. 
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2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS ROTO TELLER STAFF 

Barbara Brown- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Class of 2010 
Barbara Burgin- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Class of 2007 
Jacqueline Carney- - - - - - - - - - - - - - Class of 2010 
Connie Gregory-  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Class of 2008 
Mary Karish- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Class of 2007 
Susan Loos- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Class of 2009 
Shirley Manfredi- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Class of 2008 
Carolyn Tinner- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Class of 2002 
 

Brent Bloechle.............................Class of 2003  
Susan Cosio.................................Class of 2010 
Janie Farler.................................Class of 2003 
Mary Morrow............Editor............Class of 2001 
   
   

We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER; let us know what you like and don’t like— 
E-mail the Editor at hawkilitle@aol.com.  Also send suggestions, comments, or questions. 
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