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Saturday, October 4th, 2008—10am to 4pm 
Upper Trinity Regional Water District 

The fourth annual DCMGA fall educational 
event will be on Saturday, October 4, from 
10AM to 4PM.  This year we will be at the 
same location as last year, Upper Trinity Re-
gional Water District at 900 N. Kealy in Lewis-
ville.  The Upper Trinity site provides an excit-
ing and beautiful venue for our speakers, gar-
dening demonstrations and various other ac-
tivities.  As in past years, this year’s event is 
free to the public, and we will be offering fun 
and educational gardening related activities 
for all ages. 
 
Master Gardeners began planning for the 2008 
Garden InfoFest in June with a goal to build on 
the success of past events, and many of our 
members have stepped up to take key roles in 
the planning and implementation.  We are 
pleased that both veteran and intern members 
have volunteered their time and their talent 
to plan this year’s event.  The staff members 
at Upper Trinity Regional Water District have 
been enthusiastic partners as well and have 
willingly offered both their location and their 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We continue to use the theme “Gardening for 
Pleasure and the Planet” as it speaks to our 
goal to have a fun gardening related event for 
our visitors.  The event promises to provide 
opportunities for both Master Gardeners and 
our visitors to learn more about sound garden-
ing practices that are beneficial to our envi-
ronment.  Upper Trinity is committed to sound 
gardening practices as well, and their gardens 
which can be toured the day of the event 
demonstrate very well the effectiveness of 
“gardening for the planet”. 
 
Each visitor to the event will receive a free 
REUSABLE “goody bag” with gardening  
publications and products.  There will be 
drawings throughout the day for door prizes, 
and each visitor will receive a ticket to have 
an opportunity to win.   A new event for this 
year is a raffle that offers an exceptional prize 
for the lucky winner.  Visitors to the event 
receive a free raffle ticket if they bring an 
InfoFest flyer or newspaper coupon to the 
event.  Raffle tickets can also be purchased. 
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What’s Happening at the What’s Happening at the What’s Happening at the What’s Happening at the 
2008 Garden InfoFest?2008 Garden InfoFest?2008 Garden InfoFest?2008 Garden InfoFest?    

    
Speakers’ Sessions in the Up-
per Trinity Board Room 
 Malcolm Beck – 
 “Simple Solutions to 
 Soil, Air & Water 
 Problems 
 Steven Chamblee – 
 “Trees for Texas” and 
 “Texas Tough Plants” 
 Carolyn Oldham – 
 “The Sights and 
 Sounds of 
 Backyard Birds” 
 Kevin Fuess – “Wet 
 and Wild” 
  
JMG Activities 

Fun and educational 
activities following 
the Junior Master 
Gardener curriculum 
 

Plant Sales 
 Denton County Master 
 Gardener Associa
 tion—Plants and Gar
 den Products/Art 
  
Outdoor Education Activities 
 Rain Gardens 
 Drip Irrigation 
 Bees 
 Plant Propagation 
 Soil 
 Landscape Design 
 Bugs, Bugs & More 
 Bugs  
 “Ask a Master  
 Gardener” Booth 
 Denton Organic  
 Society 
 
Vendors 
 Wet Dog Irrigation 
 Fourth Street Art  
 Gallery  
 Natural Expressions 
 Backyard Concepts 
Tours 
 Upper Trinity Gardens 
  
Food and Drinks for Sale by the 
4-H Club 
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How Can Denton County Master Gardeners How Can Denton County Master Gardeners How Can Denton County Master Gardeners How Can Denton County Master Gardeners 
Participate in the 2008 Garden InfoFest?Participate in the 2008 Garden InfoFest?Participate in the 2008 Garden InfoFest?Participate in the 2008 Garden InfoFest?    

    
There are many opportunities for Denton 
County Master Gardeners to participate in 
this year’s Garden InfoFest.   You can do-
nate garden related items to be door 
prizes, silent auction items or items that 
can be sold at the Plant Sale.  Hand-
crafted items are best as they provide 
something unique that our visitors will 
surely want to buy at the plant sale or bid 
on in the silent auction.  The “goody bag” 
team will need help the week before the 
event preparing the bags for distribution 
to our visitors.  The venue design team will 
need several volunteers to help make signs 
and help plan the logistics for the event 
site.  You can work as a volunteer to help 
set up the day before the event or as a 
volunteer on several teams the day of the 
event. 
 
So if you still need volunteer hours to cer-
tify as a Master Gardener this year, volun-
teering for the InfoFest will be a good op-
portunity for you to earn those remaining 
hours.  Even if you don’t need hours but 
you do want to make a contribution and 
have a good time with fellow Master Gar-
deners at a fun event, come join the  
InfoFest team this year as we practice 
“Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet”. 
 
Most importantly, you can contribute to 
the success of the 2008 Garden InfoFest by 
taking every opportunity to talk about it 
with friends, neighbors and family and in-
vite them to attend.  Be sure to let them 
know about this fun, educational event 
that provides many opportunities through 
speakers’ sessions and demonstrations to 
learn more about one of our favorite top-
ics, gardening.  It’s an event the entire 
family can enjoy whether they’re partici-
pating in JMG activities, buying plants and 
other gardening products, bidding at the 
silent auction, attending the speakers’ 
sessions, watching the demonstrations, 
going on a garden tour or all of the above. 
 
 
 

Contact the following team leads to volun-
teer donations or time or both: 
 
Speakers – Carolyn Tinner (volunteers needed 
day of event to help “direct traffic” in the 
board room and provide support to speakers) 
 
JMG Activities – Susan Kilpatrick and Jenny Es-
tes (volunteers needed day of event to help run 
JMG activities for children of all ages) 
 
DCMGA Plant Sale – Mary Morrow (volunteers 
needed day of event to sell plants/other items 
as well as prior to event to pot plants and move 
plants to event site.  Donations of plants and 
other items are needed as well.) 
 
Venue Design – Linda Krimm (volunteers needed 
for event planning, day before event to set up, 
day of event for setup and take down.  NO-
TICE—One important “lesson learned” from last 
year’s InfoFest is that a good thing would be to 
hire some people to help with the heavy lifting.  
Linda is working with the Boy Scouts and ex-
pects to have several young men to help out 
with delivering tables and doing a lot of the 
heavy work) 
 
Goody Bags – Elizabeth Snapp (volunteers 
needed prior to event to assemble bags) 
 
Silent Auction – Peggy Widmer (volunteers 
needed to donate silent auction items and to 
assist with auction on day of event) 
 
Door Prizes – Tracy Durmick (volunteers needed 
to donate door prizes, pick-up door prizes from 
local businesses and to assist with door prizes 
on day of event) 
 
Outdoor Educational Activities – Connie Gregory 
(volunteers needed day of event for “Ask a Mas-
ter Gardener” booth and to help coordinate 
demos) 
 
Garden Tours – Linda Williams (volunteers 
needed day of event for docent-led tours in the 
Upper Trinity gardens) 
 
Vendors – Joe Bendzick & Sandy Read 
(volunteers needed day of event to help ven-
dors get set up and where assistance is needed) 
 
Photography – Zoe Broxson (volunteers needed 
to take still photos & video) 

 
General Questions About Garden InfoFest – 
Cheryl Parkinson 

GardenGardenGardenGarden  InfoFest 
Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
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New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...    

Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Sandy Read...lives in Aubrey and has been 
gardening for 25 years, the last 3 years here in N. 

Texas and in Mississippi before.  She enjoys gar-

dening, decorating, floral arranging.  Sandy spe-

cializes in farming and vegetable gardens, raised 

herb beds, landscape designs and butterfly/

hummingbird gardens.  She enjoyed the garden 

tours and wanted to gain more knowledge by be-

coming a Master Gardener. 

Joan Rennie...has lived in Denton for the 
last 2 years, gardening before in Illinois and Flor-
ida.  She owned and operated a greenhouse and 
flower farm in Florida and worked in Agri. Business 
in the field of chemical fertilizers.  She specializes 
in flowers and ornamentals.  Since retiring she now 
has the time to dedicate to something she loves to 
do - garden.  She wanted to add to her knowledge 
and learn about gardening in N. Texas by becoming 
a Master Gardener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS BROWN THRASHER NABS A NICE MEAL FOR THE DAY  

PHOTOS BY MARY MORROW WHICLE VISITING IN SHREVEPORT LA 

SEND YOUR FAVORITE  “CRITTER IN YOUR YARD”     PHOTO TO ROTOTELLER06@AOL.COM 

Audrey Robinson...has lived in Denton 
for 28 years and has enjoyed gardening for the last 

10 years.  She specializes in flowers, wildlife and 

house plants.  She wanted to learn more about her 

favorite hobby - gardening, by becoming a Master 

Gardener. 
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Sara Rowland...has lived in Pilot Point for 
40 years and has gardened forever.  She specializes 
in flowers, some vegetables and wildlife.  Sara 
wanted to increase her knowledge and help others 
enjoy the beauty of the outdoors and growing 
things. 

Carol Rowley...has lived in Denton for 17 
years.  She has gardened in Seattle, Atlanta and 

New Hampshire prior to N. Texas since she was a 

toddler.  She specializes in ornamentals, flowers, 

indoor plants and a few vegetables.  She finds gar-

dening fun and interesting and becoming a Master 

Gardener is on her ’bucket list’. 

Tony Rossi... has lived in Lewisville for 25 
years and gardened in Las Vegas and San Deigo.  
He enjoyse gardening, woodworking and fishing, 
and specializes in flowers, vegetables and fruit 
trees.  Tony wanted to be able to produce better 
fruits and vegetables, learn which pesticides are 
safe to use around his grandchildren and help his 
neighbors with minor problems by becoming a Mas-
ter Gardener. 
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Do you have a periodic or recurring wet area in your yard?   Have you noticed an erosion problem? It could be around the down-
spouts from your house. Maybe a soggy wet patch happens each spring or after a heavy downpour.  Your home and yard itself may 
be causing or contributing to the problem.  The roof of your home, driveway, and sidewalk create a “hardscape” that water cannot 
penetrate so it collects and runs off.  Rainwater is welcome in Texas, but stormwater can be too much of a good thing 
Rain is not the only source of water.  Think about the overflow area from your swimming pool.   Sprinkler system water may collect 
in that gully between your house and your neighbor’s.  Washing the car in the driveway may send a canal to the sewer at the end of 
the block.  .  Residential watering of lawns and gardens, though well intentioned, often ends in excess run off.  Corral that water for 
gardening and help the environment at the same time.  Create a Rain Garden  
 

What is a Rain Garden?   
A Rain Garden is a landscaped area dug into a basin to capture water for use by plants or to soak deep into the ground where it is 
naturally filtered.  The broad definition includes all features to capture, channel, or divert fallen water on a property. It is designed to 
absorb stormwater and excess water runoff, particularly from impervious surfaces such as compacted ground, roofs and paved areas. 
Government and other studies indicate 30% to 70% of pollution in our water systems comes from stormwater that carries fertilizers 
and pesticides from lawns and gardens. A Rain Garden stores and naturally filters water protecting streams and waterways.  Rain 
Gardens control erosion too by slowing runoff.  The concept of a Rain Garden began in the 1990s in Maryland. They are now found 
all over the country as one of the fastest growing home landscapes techniques. 
A Rain Garden is a working eco-system that makes a lovely accent in front, back, or side yards. Most Rain Gardens contain native 
perennial plants that can adapt to the extreme moisture conditions. The plants absorb the water and transpire it into the air.  Water 
evaporates more readily because it is spread over a larger surface area. The rest percolates into the ground over time. 
A Rain Garden is shallow.  It is not a pond since surface water should not remain more than 4 days.  Surface water remaining longer 
than 96 hours could breed mosquitoes and other harmful insects. 
 

Building a Rain Garden 

Each rain garden is unique because of different conditions and desired results.  Take the time to plan.  The three planning areas are 
inventory of physical conditions, garden design, and plant selection.  
 

Inventory 

Inventory the physical conditions of your yard by creating diagrams and taking notes.  Take a look at your yard with a new perspec-
tive.  A “level” yard is not completely level with a two story house in the middle!  Note the slope and area of house roof, driveway, 
and hardscapes that collect water and deposit it in volume elsewhere. Mark the location of trees, shrubbery and existing raised beds.  
Indicate hills and valleys (or “mounds and dips”).  Look at subtleties in topology such as slope around walkways and driveways. 
Take neighboring properties into consideration where water may be a source or downstream destination.  Consider yard size and how 
much should be allocated to the rain garden. Also note what materials are naturally available such as rocks, excess soil, and of course 
plants that may need divided. 
Literally, gage the water.  Track the frequency, volume and velocity of water flow.  A rain gage may help determine how much water 
comes from clouds or sprinkler systems, but runoff is the criteria to measure.  Dig a hole in the analysis area and insert a long cylin-
der can (like a juice can) with the lip just below ground level.  After rain/watering events, insert a ruler to measure.  Downspouts and 
sloped areas indicate velocity and possible erosion factors.  The area where water is currently ponding may not be the optimal place 
to build the rain garden since the water is not able to be absorbed. If the Rain Garden will be in the current ponding area, plan on 
excavating to augment the bottom with gravel and sand for drainage. Or, decide on an alternate location that is more desirable for 
drainage, function, or aesthetic reasons.  When deciding on where to place a rain garden, examine how the water will get into the 
catch basin area.   
Soil permeability is important.  Water should collect in an area and percolate through porous soil. Heavy clay (common in Texas) 
does not absorb well.  Test a site’s soaking ability by digging a hole 6 inches deep and about 12 inches square.  Fill with hose water.  
If water is still in the hole after 24 hours, pick another location or plan on augmented the bottom.   
 

Design 

The garden design aspects are unlimited regarding the style, shape, and materials.  The physical constraints such as topography help 
to determine the location and size of your Rain Garden.  The volume of water and soil drainage capacity help to decide the size, 
shape and complementary features.  In addition to the rain garden basin, a swale (a trench with plants or grasses) may be necessary to 
direct the water into the collection area.  A dry creek bed (a trench filled with rocks)  or underground drain pipes can send the water 
to the rain garden. These are particularly useful to move downspout water away from the house.   Rocks in a dry creek bed can slow 
the water flow preventing erosion and aid the absorption area.  A Rain Garden on a slope will need a berm on the downhill side to 
hold back water during a storm.   

 

The Enviromental Landscape Technique: Rain GardenThe Enviromental Landscape Technique: Rain GardenThe Enviromental Landscape Technique: Rain GardenThe Enviromental Landscape Technique: Rain Garden    

Lynda Harvey 
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Decide on a shape that is aesthetically appealing that literally fits.  Popular shapes are  crescent, kidney, and teardrop forms.   Rain 
gardens are generally longer than wide, usually with the longer side perpendicular to water source.   
Select an area that is at least 10 feet away from the house for obvious flood avoidance. Also stay away from tree roots; avoid digging 
in tree drip line (under the canopy).  The drainage volume tests will influence the site selection.  If too much volume, plan on more 
than one rain garden repository which can be separate, or connected in a chain with swales, dry creek bed, or underground piping.  
Use a hose or string to mark off the area.  Or sprinkle flower or cornmeal to outline the shape.  Call the utility company to make sure 
no utilities are below ground.  Dig. Rain Gardens average 4 – 8 inches deep with a level  bottom.  High water volume and sloped 
areas would be at the deeper spectrum.  If water draining test was poor, dig deeper and partially fill with gravel and a layer of sand.  
Or, if soil is poor, dig deeper to allow for adding top soil.  If the Rain Garden is on a slope, create a terrace effect using the removed 
soil from the steepest point to the downhill side.   Use removed soil to level areas and to make a berm (dam area to retain water).  
Berms are around 6 inches high.  Rocks or landscape bricks can reinforce the berm and are a decorative accent. (Use those rocks you 
found during the yard inventory.) Amend the garden base with top soil and compost as necessary to provide a good bed for plants.  
 

Planting 

Before planting anything, test!  Wait for rain or other water event.  Determine if water is contained and it does drain/evaporate at an 
acceptable rate.  It is easier to modify the size and shape of the rain garden basin before plantings. The test time also reveals how 
moist the soil will be which determines plant selection. 
Rain Garden plant selection is very similar to regular plant criteria, except for extra attention to water tolerance. Which plants to se-
lect depends on garden zone, moisture or water requirements, sun/shade, size of the area and plants, and desired effect for function 
and appearance.  Native plants are preferred because many native plants are tolerant of flooding and drought. Natives do not need 
fertilizer and self replicate.  Many natives have deep plant roots that create additional channels for storm water to filter into the 
ground.  Divide existing perennials that will appreciate the new conditions!  Rain Gardens can be themed or designed with a special 
purpose such as a bird or butterfly garden.  Trees, shrubs, flowering and foliage plants should all be considered. A good source for 
suggested plants by geographic area including trees and shrubs is the Brooklyn Botanic Garden link http://www.bbg.org/gar2/topics/
design/2004sp_raingardens.html    
A Rain Garden can have its own zones of moisture.  Very wet areas may require bog plants.  Perimeter areas may use different 
“marginal plantings” just like plants that grow along creek beds and lakes. Some research or trial and error may be necessary for 
your unique Rain Garden. 
My Rain Garden is a series of basins because of water volume and location restrictions.  It starts with a triangular form in a shaded 
area.  A dry creek bed bordering two sides joins together and  carries excess water to a second oval basin in the sun. The water vol-
ume required a larger basin area, but other garden features prevented digging any bigger.   Possible tree roots, the vegetable garden, 
and garden path with gate necessitated a third basin connected by underground piping.  The plants are different in the three basins.  
The shaded area stays damp, while the other two basins go dry in the sun.  The shaded Rain Garden has Japanese water irises, anem-
ones, corkscrew rush, papyrus, lemon balm, Mexican petunia, Turks cap, and Joe-pye weed.  The sun basin has canna lilies, day-
lilies, lizards tail, water spider lilies, frog fruit, and corkscrew rush.  The other sun basin will have monarda (bee balm), canna lilies, 
blue mist flower, and phlox.  I divided and transplanted my existing plants to test what would be successful.  Plants from suggested 
lists that did not work were coneflowers—the wet periods were too wet for them.  Coneflowers did flourish along the border of the 
dry creek bed along with sedums, bearded irises, and sages which require less water.   
 

Maintenance 
The first year plants should be watered during dry spells to get established initially.  Weeding may be needed the first two years be-
fore the perennials are established enough to dominate the area.  The basin can be mulched.  Plants may need some spring clean up 
and occasional sprucing.  The Rain Garden concept is to naturalize and self maintain which makes the ongoing maintenance simple. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     SHADE BASIN                              DRY CREEK                SUN BASIN 
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Southern Sun: A 
Plant Selection 
Guide 
By Jo Kellum 
University of 
Mississippi Press 
 
 
 

The book provides lists of 
perennials, shrubs, trees, ground 
covers and a few annuals that are 
ideal for a sunny southern garden.  
The author selected plants that are 
heat tolerant, can survive with 
humidity and can stand the dry 
summer weather.  There are over 
250 beautiful photographs displaying 
the plants up close, at a distance 
and in flower.  A majority of the 
plants contained in the book 
produce colorful blooms or 
distinctive fall foliage.  This book is 
a great resource for selecting 
materials for your garden that can 
survive the Texas summer. 
 

Southern 
Shade: A Plant 
Selection Guide 
by Jo Kellum 
University Press 
of Mississippi 
March 2008 
 
 
 

The author has compiled a 
collection of 47 perennials, 
annuals, trees and shrubs, and 
vines.  Each plant selected has 
multiple large color photographs 
showing the plant during different 
seasons, with many up close photos 
of flowers.  Growing characteristics 
such as size and rate of growth, 
shade tolerance, and climate zone 
are listed for each plant.  One note 
that is included, which I 
particularly like, is whether the 
plant is invasive.  Also included are 
suggested plant pairings and 
location placement within the 
garden.  While the book does not 
cover a multitude of plants, those 
included are covered thoroughly. 
 
 

BOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWS    
BRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLE    
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CARRYING ON A MISSION  

WHILE CELEBRATING THE SUCCESSES OF OUR YOUTH 
ANDI HAWK 

Under the radar of our Master Gardeners’ mission of educating Denton County residents and increasing the availability 
of horticultural information while expanding horticultural projects, the Denton County Livestock Association produced 
another successful Youth Fair and Rodeo this March.  This event brings youth from all over the county to compete in 
rodeos, queen/princess pageants, livestock contests, home economics, and environmental sciences that include col-
lections, entomology and horticulture. 
The DCMGA is responsible for the horticulture department and contest during the youth fair.  The horticulture show 
requires caring for a live plant from the tag-in date until the show, which is approximately 6 weeks of time.  The 
classes available include foliage, flowering, succulents, trailers/vines, bulbs, herbs, ferns, hanging baskets, dish  
gardens, and bonsai.  Plants are judged according to the ideal standards for the species with thirteen other qualities 
evaluated.  The show’s contestants compete in a Junior division (13 and under) and a Senior division (14 and over) 
and include youth from 4-H programs, FLA, home schools, and some of our own MG’s children.  Ribbons are awarded, 
as well as a certificate for best of show. A Grand and Reserve Champion is selected from each division and since last 
year, there has been a $100 scholarship awarded to the Grand Champion of the Senior division and a$50 scholarship 
awarded to the Grand Champion of the Junior division. 
Because of John Cooper’s interest in increasing horticulture awareness and education for our youth, the DCMGA be-
came involved with the Youth Fair in 2002.  In the first year it was separated from the home economics division and 
the DCMGA served as judges only for the horticulture show.  Maurine LeBeau took over the project and created an 
organized event that includes a check-in process for the plants, an educational work book, a system to classify en-
tries and judge the plants, as well as a volunteer “Rota” for an organized show.  Andrea Hawk became the project 
manager in 2006 and was officially listed as the horticulture superintendent for the horticulture division of the DCLA 
Youth Fair and Rodeo in 2008.  During the first two years of organizing the information to my understanding and in-
corporating suggestions from MGs, 4-H leaders and the DCLA community as well as being among the excitement of the 
young competitors, I always heard “I want to know more”. 
In response to the requests for knowledge, this year the MGs provided more pre-show educational opportunities,  
including Joanne Fellows seed starting class from which two blackberry lily plants were entered into the show,  
horticultural poster contests through the 4-H groups, décor by D&L Farm and Ranch supply, and judging by Adele 
Petty, Annelle Burns, “Tropical John” from Natural First, and Michael Nack from Four Seasons Nursery.  The entries 
expanded from 32 last year to 75 this year, with an increase in varieties and vigor of plants as well as a renewed in-
terest from the FLA groups.  CONGRATULATIONS to all the competitors and their success in producing a show worthy 
specimen! 
With the show’s and children’s success, I cannot begin to give enough thanks to all the MG interns and veterans for 
their help at tag-in, registration, and the show.  This is a great project for a less intimidating introduction to volun-
teering in the community. Also a special thanks is owed to our three-time photographer Jim Spencer and his wife Sara 
for their time and donation of the digitally photographed plants, Susan Kilpatrick for the extra help at tag-in and pro-
moting horticulture in the 4-H group, Pat Thompson for collecting the DCLA registrations and money at tag-in, Donna 
Wolfe for opening the extension office and hanging out on a Saturday for the tag-in event to save us from the ele-
ments, Linda Harvey for keeping the numbers under control on judging day and Maurine LeBeau for silently covering 
my back. 
As it is most certain that I will be moving out of Denton within the year, this project will need a new program man-
ager.  As we educate our residents in our community, let’s not forget the youth and their interests in horticulture or 
in honoring  one of John Cooper’s many missions of educating the youth and increasing their awareness of horticul-
ture. 
This is a wonderful project with specific time limits, and offers flexibility particularly if you are in the work force.  I 
can be reached at AndHaw@msn.com or 940-390-7207 if you have any interest or questions about this project. 
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING 

August 6, 2008 
 

 I. CALL TO ORDER 
President Zoe Broxson called the DCMGA Board of Directors meeting to order at 10:03am. Those in attendance were Zoe Broxson, Janie Farler, 
Joanne Fellows, Carolyn Gold, Sandy Hiatte, Mary Morrow, Adele Petty, Carolyn Tinner, Brenda Wellenreiter, Linda Williams and Donna Wolfe. 
 II. MINUTES 
DCMGA Secretary, Kyle Nayfa, presented the minutes to the Board via email.  Corrections were noted and made. 
 III. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Brenda Wellenreiter, Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s Report.  The ending balance as of July 2008 is $21, 109.15.  All except 3 members have 
paid dues for 2008. 
 IV.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Project Administration – Linda Williams will provide a copy of the updates to 2008 projects for the web RT.  She stated the Clearcreek Natural 
Heritage Project was mainly a Master Naturalist project and they had done extensive work to date with the project.  At this time we will not assist 
with the project unless the Master NaturalistS extend an invitation. 
Sensational Settings sent a letter asking if we would like to participate in their annual fund raiser, which would consist of the MG making a table 
setting.  It was decided we would not participate this year since there is no educational benefit to the project. 
Carolyn Gold advised she had received a letter from Robin, curator at Bayless Selby House, asking for our continued assistance with maintenance 
of Bayless and the new African American Museum.  Design planning and planting of the gardens around the AA Museum has been completed and 
the Historical Commission receives help from the county for those needing community service hours and trustees.  Zoe will send a letter to Robin 
explaining our position. 
Linda explained the Upper Trinity Watershed and Rain Management Specialty Class to be taught by Dotty Woodson on Oct 15th.  They are looking 
for approx 10 MG who would receive the training and then conduct classes and tours to the public.  Sandy made a motion for the DCMGA to par-
ticipate and Zoe second, all present voted in favor.   
Linda advised Liberty Christian School in Argyle has requested a MG mentor to help develop an outdoor classroom.  They have recd funds through 
grants and the PTA.  Heather Lytle, LCS teacher, will be coordinating the project.  Linda will talk to JMG for their assistance in obtaining a mentor. 
Ways and Means – Jackie provided a list of merchandise needed to purchase for the upcoming GPP Garden InfoFest and other MG events.   
Communications – Adele Petty advised she would be sending an article for the Denton Record Chronicle as soon as pictures were obtained at the 
Scholarship presentation at August General Meeting.  She gave an update on GPP Garden InfoFest publicity.  Adele would like to pursue the mem-
bership providing a column to the Denton Record Chronicle in place of John’s column.  She spoke to the newspaper and they would like a sample 
column before making a commitment.  Janie offered to do an article on BEES. 
County Coordinator  Report – Donna advised the list for Horticulture agent has been narrowed down and an offer was in the making.  She will keep 
us updated and hopefully we will have an agent in place in the next couple months. 
 V.  ANNOUNCEMENTS – GROUP DISCUSSION 
2008 GPP Garden InfoFest – Cheryl gave an update on the GPP GIF.  Everything is on schedule and the next meeting is August 12th.  Speakers for 
the seminars are Malcolm Beck, Steven Chamblee and Carolyn Oldham. 
State Meeting Update – Sandy attended the TX MG meeting and gave an update on the agenda.  A plan is in place to have an EarthKind Rose Dem-
onstration Garden in each county, currently 27 counties have one in place.  Bylaws were voted on and changes will be posted on the website.  The 
2009 Texas Conference is in Marshall from Apr 23-25, and for 2010 it will be in Dallas County. 
Dallas Arboretum MG Day – Carolyn Tinner requested funds to have a display for the MG booth featuring our GPP Garden InfoFest.  Brenda made 
a motion for $200 to be spent for material for the MG booth featuring the GPP Garden InfoFest and the other projects DCMGA participate in, 
Linda second, all present voted in favor. 
Scholarship Presentation – Mary advised David Gershenfeld and his family will be present at the August Meeting for the THHS presentation.  She 
will call Tom and see if he will be able to attend.  
2009 Intern Class – final touches are being put on the 2009 Intern Class.  We have 6 applications for the class. 
IBM Grant – Sue Hudiburgh, a 2008 intern and IBM retiree, brought us an opportunity to apply for a grant from IBM.  The board elected to apply 
for the grant which is available to  non-profit organizations to help fund their projects.  We will ask for a $1000 cash award that will be used toward 
the purchase of a laptop and projector that will be used by instructors at future intern classes and speaker’s bureau presentations. 
Entomology Budget request – Joanne gave a review on the progress of the Entomology Specialist Committee, she advised the specialists would 
need $300 to purchase shadow boxes for display.  Sandy made a motion to approve $300 for the Entomology Specialist, Brenda second, all present 
in favor.  
Promotional Committee – Janie requested 5 hanging metal sign holders be purchased for the GPP Garden InfoFest and future projects.  Linda made 
a motion to approve $500 and Sandy second, all present in favor. 
2009 GPP Garden Tour/Plant Sale – Zoe advised a program lead is needed for the 2009 GPP GT/PS and that garden selection commence asap.  The 
2008 garden owners will be asked to man the committee and Mary suggested they pick a garden selection lead amongst themselves. 
Other – Nominating Committee – Linda will be contacting current board members and committee chairs to see which individuals are interested in 
serving in either their current jobs or different jobs in 2009.  She is looking for members to fill leadership positions. 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm 
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Homeowner needs to know how to "remedy" copperheads on his property 

TOP TEN SNAKE Q&A 
Why shouldn't I kill any snake I find? 
Most people are bitten when trying to kill or handle a snake. As a general rule, snakes are just as frightened of you as possi-
bly you are of them. Often they move as quickly as possible in the other direction. Snakes cause no property damage, but 
seeing a snake or its shed (skin) may frighten some people. Snakes--with their diet of rodents and insects--can actually help 
protect the plants in your yard and garden. 

What are some of the venomous snakes ? 
The venomous varieties can be grouped into four basic categories: coral snakes, copperheads, cottonmouths (also known as 
water moccasins), and rattlesnakes.  

Aren't all the patterned snakes dangerous? 
Most patterned snakes are not venomous and therefore not dangerous to people or pets. In fact, several of our most beneficial 
snakes are often killed by people who mistake them for venomous snakes. Many young snakes have patterns that they will 
lose by adulthood. The patterns help them hide from predators. 

How can I tell venomous & non-venomous snakes apart? 
The rattlesnakes, copperhead, and cottonmouth are pit vipers. They are characterized by a pit between and slightly below the 
eye and nostril, long movable fangs, a vertically elliptical "cat's eye" pupil, undivided scales on the underside of the tail, and 
a large triangular-shaped head that has a small, smooth, shiny cap over the nose. Non-venomous snakes have round pupils, a 
large smooth cap over the top of the head past the eyes, divided scales on the underside of the tail, no pits and no long fangs. 
Unlike venomous snakes, most non-venomous snakes cannot bite through clothing. 

Aren't all snake bites dangerous? 
Unlike venomous snakes, most non-venomous snakes cannot bite through clothing, because non venomous snakes have many 
tiny teeth. On bare skin, these small teeth will make superficial cuts similar to briar scratches. If you, a child or a pet is bitten 
by a non-venomous snake, the bite will look like a horseshoe of tiny scratches. If you or your pet are bitten by any snake that 
you suspect is venomous, get medical attention immediately. Clean any snakebite area well with soap and water and wipe it 
with hydrogen peroxide. If only one or two puncture wounds are present, if you are allergic to snakes, or if you are not sure 
the snake is non-venomous, go to a doctor. Many more people die each year from bee stings than from snakebites. 

How far can a snake strike? 
A snake can only strike with authority within a distance of half its body length. So a distance of four feet or more will keep 
you safe. Give the snake time to go on its way. Remember, most snakes -- even venomous ones -- are not aggressive and 
would rather avoid a confrontation with people. 

How can I avoid snake bites in my yard or while hiking? 

Keep grass short. Eliminate weeds and brush. Do not place hands or feet into dark places. Stay out of dense vegetation. 
Watch where you step.  

Can snakes bite while swimming? 

Only if the snake and the human swim into each other. A snake can raise its body 1/4 to 1/3 of its length from the water sur-
face using water tension, but water tension is insufficient for a coiling strike or for jumping into boats. Snakes usually flee 
humans, both in and out of the water. See water snakes. 

Will snake repellant keep snakes out of my yard? 
Mothballs and many other so-called snake repellants don't work. Snakes can be discouraged from staying in an area by cut-
ting off their food supply and cover. Mow closely around homes and outbuildings, and store firewood and lumber away from 
residences. Reduce mulch layers around shrubs to about 2 to 3 inches in depth to discourage small animals. Snakes also are 
often found in or near mulch piles and compost piles. 

How can I keep snakes out of my house? 

Snakes sometimes enter buildings looking for food. In spring and fall, young black rat snakes are the most frequent ‘visitors’. 
Nonlethal control measures are the most commonly practiced forms of control. Close cracks and crevices in building exterior walls 
and floors and around pipes and utility connections with 1/4-inch mesh hardware cloth, mortar or sheet metal. All doors and win-
dows should have tightly fitting screens. Add weather stripping around exterior door frames. 

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/gaston/Pests/reptiles/snakefaq.htm 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/junior_naturalists/moresnakes.phtml#s21 
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The fifth annual Master Gardener FHFV show was held June 21st under the 
pecan trees at Bayless-Selby and Fireman’s Park.  Despite the heat, there 
was a cooling breeze, which kept contestants and Master Gardeners cool 
and calm.  We scored several firsts: 
 We had local cable coverage,  
 Zoe was interviewed,  
 Thirty-five MGs participated, our largest turnout , and 
John  Cooper was a judge.   
John provided real guidance for the other 2 judges.  It was really special to 
see John in his element.  He does know vegetables and flower and fruits 
and herbs.  Trees, too, but trees are not eligible.  Ribbons and cash prizes 
were awarded to the winners in each age division: child, youth and adult.  
Arrangements were included in an open division.  Best-in-show was chosen 
from the reserve and grand champions in each division.  The criteria used 
for determining the winners were the difficulty of growing the species and 
the quality of the entry.  Billie Hubbard from Krum won Best-in-Show for 
her onions, which she had planted  along her driveway among some of her 
flowers.  She wanted us to know the onion sets came from Calloways.  See-
ing the smile on her face made the day worthwhile for all of us.  Cash 
awards were provided by NorthStar Bank.  Kyle Nayfa of Edward Jones pro-
vided bottles of water for volunteers and the public, he also provided pens 
for the registrars.  Ribbons were provided by our main sponsor, Denton City 
Councilwoman, Pete Kamp. 

see photo gallery at dcmga.com/newslettersee photo gallery at dcmga.com/newslettersee photo gallery at dcmga.com/newslettersee photo gallery at dcmga.com/newsletter    
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OCTOBER 22, 10AM—NOON 
2009 MASTER GARDENER TRAINING CLASS  

ROUND UPROUND UPROUND UPROUND UP 
AT THE TEXAS AGRILIFE EXTENSION OFFICE IN DENTON 

 

This is an opportunity for new folks interested in becoming a Master Gardener to talk to us old folks and ask questions 
about the class, service and training hours, the association, and projects.  Join in for an informal gathering, enjoy 
refreshments, and bring a friend who has a mutual interest in gardening. 

Other important dates for becoming a Master Gardener: 
 

Application deadline:  November 1, 2008 
MG Class begins:  February 5, 2009 

Tuesdays, 9am—3pm 
MG Class ends:  May 3, 2009 

Denton County Master Gardener Association 

Planning Retreat 

  October 29, 10am 
 

So, you are a Master Gardener or an Intern and sometimes you wonder…..How did they decide to do that?  

Who decided to do it?  Why did they decide to do it?  I really like the programs, but I would like to go in 

another direction.  I wish there were more road trips – Gosh, why don’t we have meetings on my side of 

the County.    Having more meetings in the evening would be better for me.  How do I get more involved?  

How come no one ever asks me to…………….!!!! 

Well, come to the Retreat and get in on some of the doins. 

It isn’t Halloween – but I think it is close enough, so please do come in costume.  We will have a contest 

for those who participate.  The Women’s center is a relaxing atmosphere – you can have lunch (for a small 

fee or bring your own) with some folks who have common interests and you get to have a SAY in what goes 

on that day and into 2009.   What could be better? 

The Retreat is a time to reflect on what we have done, are we doing it right for our membership.  How 

could we improve? What could we do different?  What could we add?  Where do we want to be this time 

next year? How about in 3-5 years?  

Without EACH of YOU – there is no reason for us to worry about the above.  So, it is important for you 

to be heard and to stay planted in the organization.  If you are unable to spend from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 

p.m. with us – please plan to spend part of the day with us.  Should you be unable to join us at all, please 

send your positive ideas, comments or thoughts to me and I will try to incorporate them in the day.  If 

you would like to have a summary of the meeting that hopefully will give you some idea of where we are 

going next year – let me know, and we will make them available at our meetings. 

IF you can’t do much of the above but you still want to be asked – let me know that too.  We are always 

looking for folks to join in and make the load lighter and more fun!! 

Hope to see you there – be sure to wear your name badge so that we recognize you in your costume. 

Thanks, 

Linda Williams 

1st Vice President 

page 11 
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Basis of Superstition 
 
One of the most unusual superstitions of ancient folklore dates back to 9th century glassblowers 
in Africa.  African tribes used glass objects as a talisman against evil spirits, often hanging glass 
bottles and luminous objects such as pie tins and ribbons, in trees near a loved one’s gravesite.  
The tradition holds that evil spirits, attracted by sunlight reflecting off the jewel-toned bottle, 
are dazzled and can’t resist crawling into the sparkling bottles, only to become trapped inside 
where they could do no harm, thus protecting the people who live nearby.  The low moan emit-
ted as wind blows across the bottle neck is said to be the wailing of the spirits ensnared within.  
Glass objects hung in fruit and nut trees ensured that pilferers and thieves would be also 
thwarted.  Using protective talismans for home and garden continued to be a common practice in 
the 1700’s with bottle trees standing guard over rural homes and cleansing farmlands. 
 
The tradition followed the people, crossing the Atlantic during the slave trade era,  settling in 
the southern United States. Little documentation exists, but a best educated guess is that the 
tradition was centered among the Bantu slaves coming from Zaire and Angola to the US, South 
America and the West Indies. And as people changed, so did the stories and myths that were 
passed from generation to generation.  The central legend was that an empty glass bottle placed 
outside the house could capture roving spirits at night, where their fate was sealed, and they 
could be destroyed in the sunshine next morning.  Ardent believers in Georgia help the process 
along by greasing the neck of the bottles. 

 
The Europeans adapted this practice 
into hollow glass spheres known as 
‘witch balls”, while the practice of 
hanging bottles in trees became 
widespread in the Southern states, 
where it continues to be used today, 
as much unique, colorful garden dé-
cor as a repository for malcontent 
spirits.  The tradition survived into 
the late 20th century in the rural 
South with Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia and Tennessee the cultural 
center for the Southern Bottle Tree, 

although travelers and anthropologists noted bottle tress in the eastern Carolinas and southern 
Virginia in the late 1990’s.  One example of community involvement occurred during the 1878 
yellow fever epidemic in Memphis, where families victimized by the disease hung medicine bot-
tles on tree limbs to ward off evil spirits associated with the plague. 
 
 

Southern Bottle Trees:Southern Bottle Trees:Southern Bottle Trees:Southern Bottle Trees:    
 Superstition or Solution?  Superstition or Solution?  Superstition or Solution?  Superstition or Solution?  

 
SHER HARNISH 
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Bottle trees disappeared as farming was mechanized, as emptied tenant houses were razed, and 
the South became less dependent on a human labor force. Rural areas and traditions were 
pushed out by a more cosmopolitan approach.  Although the bottle tree isn’t everyone’s fancy, 
many master gardeners have created them.  Horticulturalist, author and talk show host Felder 
Rushing has several in his home gardens in Jackson, Mississippi. 
         (SHER’S BACKYARD BOTTLETREE) 
Construction Tips: 
 
Imagination is the key here.  The range of sizes, 
shapes and techniques is endless.  The original bot-
tle trees were mainly dead trees, unusable for other 
purposes.   
 
Cedar trunks, live or dead, shorn of branches, are 
the preferred frames.  Cedars are desirable because 
they are resistant to rot, have branches that point 
heavenward with regularity, most often at a 45 de-
gree angle, and the diameter of terminal branches is 
constant, without thickening or flaring near the 
trunk – this means bottles can slip over the branches 
right up to the trunk, rather than dangling at the far 
reaches of the limb.  You can leave your tree where 
it grows on your property, plant it elsewhere in con-
crete or mount a small cedar trunk in a large con-
tainer for portability.  You can cut back the 
branches to 12-18” all along the trunk, or cut back 
the branches into a sculpted pyramidal shape, nar-
rowing from 12-18” at the bottom down to 6-8” as 
you go up the tree.  Dead trees are easy to drill.  
You can easily fill in gaps and bare spots in the sym-
metry by drilling downward slanting holes 3-5” 
deep.  Tap in PVC pipe, rebar or wooden dowels; a 
5” deep hole will support the heaviest bottle; 3/8” 
PVC will fit nearly all bottle necks and most decanters. 
          
Be sure your tree is stabilized before attaching your bottles.  This is often done by sinking the 
bottom 1/3 of the trunk in concrete.  I drove a galvanized 3/4” pipe into the ground, then used-
plastic ties to snug my Eastern Red Cedar trunk up against the pipe.  The base of the trunk sits 
on a perforated brick above ground level to further protect it from moisture and rot.  Once 
dabbed with matching grey-brown paint, the pipe, plastic ties and extra dowel rods are virtually 
invisible. 
 
Alternate methods include pounding large deck nails into a pressure treated 4X4 timber, ham-
mering rebar into tree trunks or posts, and even drilling holes in a steel post, although this will 
certainly call for a heavy-duty drill bit and some muscle!  Even easier is purchasing a ready-made 
rebar frame on the internet. They come in a variety of shapes and sizes, and can even be custom 
made to fit your space and needs.  Most bottle tree sites also sell colored bottles.  
Even a discarded artificial Christmas tree can be put to use. Either push the trunk into the 
ground or anchor it securely in its stand.  Fold over or cut back the branches to the desired 
length, then just push the bottles over the bristly branches to hold them in place. 
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14 page 14 

 

Or, as an alternative, suspend bottles with wire from the limbs of a living tree.  In place of col-
ored bottles, use clear bottles filled with colored water to offer some extra pizzazz.  A newer 
form of the old bottle tree is the “bottle fence”. Topping a section of metal fence with upside 
down bottles seems to offer the same general protection and good luck as a bottle tree. 

 
Why blue?  Blue bottles, particularly cobalt blue, are highly 
prized by bottle tree aficionados.   According to Southern 
folk beliefs, the color blue is an especially potent spirit re-
pellant, warding off evil and bringing good luck, renewal and 
peace, offering a cleansing and quieting mood, much like the 
serenity of water and sky.  This belief is also seen in the tra-
ditional blue paint trim of window and door frames or the 
blue front doors in many rural southern homes.   
 
Many bottle tree websites also sell colored bottles, although 
traditionalists insist the thrill of finding bottles in odd places 
is part of the fun of owning a bottle tree.  Wine and water 
bottles, Milk of Magnesia and other medicine bottles, per-
fume bottles and treasures from thrift stores are all accept-
able additions.  Brown, green and blue, including the cov-
eted cobalt blue, are relatively easy to locate, while finding 
a red or mauve bottle is cause for celebration.  
 
Whether you believe in the superstition behind the tradition 
or just want a unique addition to your garden, a glass bottle 
tree could be the way to go.  For our ‘black thumb’ non-
gardening friends, it could be the ideal tree:  it doesn’t die, 
it requires no water or fertilizer, no pruning or spraying, and 
it remains in full bloom 24/7/365.  For gardeners with chil-
dren or grandchildren 4-12 years old, check out award win-
ning children’s’ author Evelyn Coleman’s The Glass Bottle 
Tree for an inspiring tale of a girl, her grandmother and a 
bottle tree.   

 
 
 
Resources: 
 
Bottletree.com (pre-formed rebar frames, bottles) 
Southernbottletrees.net  
Bottletreeman.com (rebar forms, bottles, bottle fence panels) 
BottleTreeBob.com  (s-m-l-xl-customized trees in a wide variety of shapes ,also colored bottles 
by the case!) (Pictures on page 12 and 14 are from bottletreebob.com) 
Compassist.com (bottles for sale) 
Corners of Texas, by Francis Edward Abernathy. From African Spirit Catcher to  American Folk Art 
Emblem, pg 131-134. 
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 October  8   ***6:30 PM*** 
Denton County Extension Office 

Sustainable Landscape Designs for North Central Texas 

“Native Dave” and Christy Ilfrey will present “Sustainable Landscapes for North Central Texas”, a program 

about designing and implementing a landscape that, once established, thrives on ambient rainfall with only 

supplemental irrigation, reduces maintenance tasks, and reflects local natural beauty.  David, a 7th generation 

Texan, completed the prestigious Longwood Gardens Professional Gardener training program and earned the BS 

in environmental studies at Texas State University at San Marcos.  Christy (a transplant!) completed the BA in 

English from the same university. She is a writer and professional speaker. Their mission is to inspire positive 

changes in the community by way of design and consultation services, writing projects and speaking engage-

ments. They have received accolades for their commitment to conserve, preserve, restore and celebrate 

Texas' natural resources. 

    

September 10     9:00 AM 
 Denton County Extension Office 

Abandon Your Pipes and Blow up Your Heads!  
Norman Werbeck 

A DCMGA member of the class of 2008, Norman introduces us to new technologies that use 
30-50% less water and promote healthier root structures. In addition to conserving one of 
our most important resources, water, these techniques will also help save money on water 
bills!  Norman is owner of Wet Dog Irrigation and is a Licensed Irrigator in the state of 
Texas. 

DCMGA MEETINGS 

November 12           10:00 AM and 1:00PM 
Gaylord Resort Grapevine, Texas 

Glorious Gaylord Resort Dressed Up for the Holidays 

We are fortunate enough to be invited to tour the Gaylord botanical gardens as they complete their preparation for 
the upcoming holiday season. A guide will take us through the facility and explain the myriad functions that take 
place. You might be interested to know that each plant is cleaned daily to prevent disease, whether transmitted by 
humans or natural sources. We will need to register for this tour in advance in order to keep the group size manage-
able for our guide. As the date gets closer, we will send an email requesting reservation commitments. 
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Even though the current summer temperatures don’t provide the best gardening 
opportunities, Denton County Master Gardeners are busy with various volunteer ac-
tivities including Help Desk, Speakers Bureau and projects.  Cheryl Parkinson’s Gar-
den InfoFest team is busy working on this year’s event which will be at Upper Trin-
ity Regional Water District on October 4, and the 2008 InfoFest promises to be bet-
ter than ever.  Plan to volunteer on one of the teams to help set up the InfoFest 
and support all the activities that will be going on InfoFest Day. 
 

Dallas Arboretum “The Masters of Gardening” September 6 (9am-5pm) 
The Dallas Arboretum is one of the favorite places in the Dallas/Fort Worth area for 
all Master Gardeners.  This year the Arboretum is welcoming Master Gardeners for 
a special day that honors them and their accomplishments.  Every Master Gardener 
can enter the Arboretum’s gardens free of charge (exception is $5 for parking) on 
September 6 and bring one guest for free as well.  Additional guests are welcome 
to attend, but they will pay the usual entry fee unless they are members of the Ar-
boretum or an organization that shares membership privileges with the Arboretum.  
Be sure to wear your badge to obtain free admission. 
As part of the festivities, Jimmy Turner will be presenting a 90-minute talk on his 
field trials for the year beginning at 9am.  The cost for Jimmy’s presentation is $15 
($13 for Arboretum members), and reservations are needed.  Call 214-515-6540 or 
email education@dallasarboretum.org to register if you are interested.  Advanced 
training credit will be given for attending Jimmy’s presentation. 
 
Local Master Gardener Associations have been invited by the Arboretum to show-Local Master Gardener Associations have been invited by the Arboretum to show-Local Master Gardener Associations have been invited by the Arboretum to show-Local Master Gardener Associations have been invited by the Arboretum to show-
case their accomplishments at special booths that will be located near the gift case their accomplishments at special booths that will be located near the gift case their accomplishments at special booths that will be located near the gift case their accomplishments at special booths that will be located near the gift 
shop.  DCMGA will have a booth consisting of 2 6shop.  DCMGA will have a booth consisting of 2 6shop.  DCMGA will have a booth consisting of 2 6shop.  DCMGA will have a booth consisting of 2 6----foot tables where we will high-foot tables where we will high-foot tables where we will high-foot tables where we will high-
light our accomplishments and upcoming events including the InfoFest and this light our accomplishments and upcoming events including the InfoFest and this light our accomplishments and upcoming events including the InfoFest and this light our accomplishments and upcoming events including the InfoFest and this 
year’s Roundup.  Please consider volunteering for a 1year’s Roundup.  Please consider volunteering for a 1year’s Roundup.  Please consider volunteering for a 1year’s Roundup.  Please consider volunteering for a 1----hour shift starting at 9am to hour shift starting at 9am to hour shift starting at 9am to hour shift starting at 9am to 
work in the DCMGA booth.  You will receive credit for service hours including trans-work in the DCMGA booth.  You will receive credit for service hours including trans-work in the DCMGA booth.  You will receive credit for service hours including trans-work in the DCMGA booth.  You will receive credit for service hours including trans-
portation to and from the Arboretum if you work in the booth that day.  portation to and from the Arboretum if you work in the booth that day.  portation to and from the Arboretum if you work in the booth that day.  portation to and from the Arboretum if you work in the booth that day.      
    

2008 Roundup 
This year’s Roundup will be at the Extension Office on Wednesday, October 22.  The 
public will be invited to come to the Roundup and hear about the Master Gardener 
program and how to become a Master Gardener.  Encourage your friends and 
neighbors to attend the Roundup if they have an interest in joining the 2009 Intern 
Class.    
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2009 Garden Tour  
It’s time to start planning for next year’s Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
Garden Tour and Plant Sale.  The first step is to select the 5 gardens that will be 
featured on the tour scheduled for the Saturday before Mother’s Day in 2009.  All of 
us love our gardens, and the 2009 Garden Tour will be an opportunity for 5 of our 
members to share their special spaces with other Master Gardeners and the public 
on Tour Day.  All DCMGA members’ gardens are welcome to be considered as tour 
gardens for the 2009 Tour.  The selection committee will be looking at various crite-
ria in their selection process including educational opportunity, location, parking 
options and safety.  Gardens that have been on previous tours are welcome as well 
if there are changes (and there always are) in the garden since the last time it was 
on tour.   
Perfection is not required.  I think every Master Gardener sees the flaws in their 
own garden and thinks of what they’d like to accomplish and sometimes overlooks 
what they have accomplished to create their personal paradise.  Gardens will be 
evaluated on their current features, and extensive renovation is not expected or 
required.  Each garden will have at least one captain and a team of volunteers to 
help it get “tour ready”.      
Please consider offering your garden for consideration on the tour in 2009.  All of us Please consider offering your garden for consideration on the tour in 2009.  All of us Please consider offering your garden for consideration on the tour in 2009.  All of us Please consider offering your garden for consideration on the tour in 2009.  All of us 
are proud of our gardens, and this is a great opportunity to share what you have ac-are proud of our gardens, and this is a great opportunity to share what you have ac-are proud of our gardens, and this is a great opportunity to share what you have ac-are proud of our gardens, and this is a great opportunity to share what you have ac-
complished with your fellow Master Gardeners and the public.  We also welcome complished with your fellow Master Gardeners and the public.  We also welcome complished with your fellow Master Gardeners and the public.  We also welcome complished with your fellow Master Gardeners and the public.  We also welcome 
the opportunity to have a “project” garden on the tour so feel free to recommend the opportunity to have a “project” garden on the tour so feel free to recommend the opportunity to have a “project” garden on the tour so feel free to recommend the opportunity to have a “project” garden on the tour so feel free to recommend 
a project for consideration as well.  The 2009 garden selection team will start up in a project for consideration as well.  The 2009 garden selection team will start up in a project for consideration as well.  The 2009 garden selection team will start up in a project for consideration as well.  The 2009 garden selection team will start up in 
September, so please give Zoe Broxson (817September, so please give Zoe Broxson (817September, so please give Zoe Broxson (817September, so please give Zoe Broxson (817----430430430430----1237) or Linda Williams (9721237) or Linda Williams (9721237) or Linda Williams (9721237) or Linda Williams (972----
355.3780) a call if you’d like to share your garden with the selection team and pos-355.3780) a call if you’d like to share your garden with the selection team and pos-355.3780) a call if you’d like to share your garden with the selection team and pos-355.3780) a call if you’d like to share your garden with the selection team and pos-
sibly be featured on the 2009 tour.  sibly be featured on the 2009 tour.  sibly be featured on the 2009 tour.  sibly be featured on the 2009 tour.      
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I’ve been very happy to spend part of the summer this year in colonial Mexico.  A close friend rented a house in San Miguel de Al-
lende, which is almost in the geographic center of the country, for the month of July.  When she invited me to come for a visit, I 
enthusiastically accepted her invitation and packed my bags for the trip.   
 
Mexico is one of my favorite places to visit, especially the beautiful colonial cities that are located in the center of the country, 
and visiting the many gardens that are there is one of my favorite activities.  The first garden that attracted my attention on this 
trip was the one at the house my friend rented in San Miguel.  I knew that it was a gardener’s paradise the first time I approached 
the front entry that was entirely framed by profusely blooming bougainvillea.  It only got better from there.   
 
The house had three garden areas.  The first one was an enclosed patio on the ground level that included a fountain and many 
trees planted in huge pots.  There was a larger patio located on the second level with (I counted) 50 pots that contained trees and 
blooming plants including every color of bougainvillea that exists.  They also had many plants that attract butterflies including 
butterfly bush, verbena and various sages.  It was fun to watch the butterflies and hummingbirds come every day to feed.  There 
were lots of herbs in pots that we took advantage of when we elected to cook at the house.  The third garden was on the roof of 
the house and had a beautiful view of the center of San Miguel including the town’s famous church, La Parroquia. 
 
Since the owners are absentee tenants, the gardens are cared for by a gardener who comes to the house 3 times a week.  He 
cleans the leaves and blossoms that have fallen from the plants from the floor of the various gardens, waters all the pots, prunes 
as needed and fertilizes on a regular schedule.  The gardens at this house demonstrated very well that it’s possible to have large 
plantings, including a small forest, in pots.  Most of the plants are tropicals which live all year in San Miguel where it never 
freezes.   
 
One weekend during my trip, I traveled to Guanajuato, another beautiful colonial town located about an hour and a half west of 
San Miguel.  While I was there, I visited the gardens at the Museo Exhacienda San Gabriel de Barrera.  In traditional Mexico a haci-
enda was a place where a product was processed or manufactured.  Hacer is a Spanish word that means to make.  Hacienda San 
Gabriel de Barrera was a location where, beginning in the 17th century, silver was extracted from the ore taken from the various 
mines in Guanajuato.  Today modern technology is used to extract silver from the mines that are still active in Guanajuato, and 
the hacienda has been converted to a beautiful museum and garden, actually 17 different gardens.  
 
The part of the hacienda where the ore was actually extracted is where the 17 gardens, each with a different design, are located 
today.  The gardens were started in 1947 by the last private owner of the hacienda, Mrs. Elsa Bas de Armida.  The property was 
transferred to the State Government of Guanajuato in 1975 and is now operated as a museum and public garden.  The garden 
styles include Japanese, Chinese, English, Arabian, Roman and Mexican with typical plants and decoration for each type.  There is 
an orange orchard and an area with numerous pergolas.  The hacienda is a wonderful place to spend an hour or a day visiting the 
wonderful gardens, the magnificent house and a very interesting gift shop with arts and crafts from all over Mexico. 
 
On the final day of my trip, I visited the Botanical Garden of San Miguel de Allende.  Actually the correct name for the garden is El 
Charco del Ingenio which comes from a natural pool nestled in a canyon that is located on the 150-acre property.  The garden is 
dedicated to the preservation of Mexican flora with its surprising variety of families and species.  Approximately 90% of the prop-
erty is in its natural state with well-maintained paths that meander throughout the property.  In the rainy season natural water-
falls flow from a lake that’s located on the property into the canyon.   
 
In addition to the restoration of native vegetation, El Charco del Ingenio maintains an extensive botanical collection of Mexican 
plants, many of which are rare or in danger of extinction.  Consisting mainly of cacti (of which Mexico boasts the greatest diversity 
in the world) and other succulents, these plants have been collected from many parts of the country or propagated in the nursery 
located at the garden.   
 
Plants in the collection of Cactaceae range in size from large columnar and barrel cacti to shrubby and clustering plants and many 
smaller species with dazzling flowers.  Many large specimens have been imported into the gardens as rescued plants.  It is possible 
to find some of the cacti blooming at almost any time of the year, but the tour guide said the most impressive cactus blooming 
period is May-June.  There are numerous wild flowers blooming at all times of the year in the garden.  The rainy season begins in 
July, so there were many blooming wild flowers the day I was there.  I was happy to learn there is such a large property that’s 
dedicated to the preservation of a natural habitat in an area of Mexico that’s experiencing rapid growth and development. 
 
Visit their website at www.laneta.apc.org/charco/index-english.htm to learn more about the garden and its collections of plants 
and the wildlife that can be found there.   
 

 

ZOE BROXSON 
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Botanical Garden of San Miguel de Allende  

HOME IN SAN MIGUEL 

Museo Exhacienda San Gabriel de Barrera  
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It’s that time of year once again, when we are looking for 

 a few good Gardeners to work on our Board for 2009. 
 

To give you fair warning.  We have asked, in general.  I am now putting a want ad 

out, in general.   I will be calling you next.   It is an opportunity to work with 

some great folks and maybe get to know a new Agent a little better……and show 

them how great DCMGA is. 

 

We have a number of positions to fill.  Some of our Board has graciously ac-

cepted the challenge to work another year.  It is sometimes nice to change jobs 

and/or Board members in general.  So, if you have a specific job that you think 

you can do, or would like to do.  Or, if you know someone who fills the above bill – 

please call or write:  Linda Williams 972-355-3780 – lylelinda@msn.com    

 - No resume is required -  
just a strong desire to see DCMGA continue it’s successful trend. 
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Aunt Sue’s Barn is a 10 acre start up community supported 
agriculture (CSA) farm  located on the Denton/Wise County 
line,  just north of the Dallas / Fort Worth Metroplex.  We 
offer several varieties of blackberries and raspberries, as 
well as some peaches and nectarines. 
Our luscious berries are hand picked at the peak of matur-
ity to offer the best flavor.  Once you’ve tasted a freshly 
picked blackberry or raspberry, perfectly ripened and still 
warm from the sun, you’ll know what you’ve been missing!  
Who ever thought agriculture could be this decadent?! Aunt 
Sue’s Barn is a doorway to the agricultural experience.  

 As a farm member, you can bring the kids, pick your own berries, and enjoy a family excur-
sion.  Be sure to bring some sunscreen – berries grow best in full sun.   See auntsuesbarn.com 
for more details or email Sue Newhouse at suenewhouse@yahoo.com 
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 Sun Screen Fabric roll 6 x 25 ' unopened 
1 roll weed barrier fabric 3' x 60' unopened 

2 - 14" heavy scroll coco wall basket 
1 - scroll iron plant stand 13" diam 
1 pkg 24" sturdy bamboo plant stakes 

antique old double metal sink, drain plugs included... 

 

 

 

 contact Sue Newhouse at suenewhouse@yahoo.com 
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ADVANCED TRAINING offered FREE to the first 10 Master Gardeners who are interested 

and would enjoy presenting programs to Homeowners Associations, Civic Groups and/

or School children throughout Denton County grades 4, 5, and 6 on Watershed Manage-

ment and Water Conservation.    You WILL be asked to make presentations over the 

next year if you sign up for this training.  

Dr. Dottie Woodson is going to present a class to Denton County Master Gardeners in 

partnership with Upper Trinity Regional Water District.  This class is going to be held on 

10/15/2008 from 9:00 to 4:00 at Upper Trinity Regional Water District on Keely Road 

in Lewisville.  Lunch and refreshments will be provided at no charge.  

The morning session will deal primarily with presentations to Homeowners Associations 

and Civic Groups directed toward watershed protection and water conservation in our 

gardens and the importance in our environment in general.    

The afternoon session will be directed to those who are interested in giving presenta-

tions to school age children on the same topics. 

 All attendees will be given a primer on conducting tours through Upper Trinity gardens, 

which were designed and labored over by Denton County Master Gardeners from 2000 

until 2005.   

 Please contact Donna Wolfe ( donna.wolfe@dentoncounty.com or 940.349.2883)  or 

Linda Williams (lylelinda@msn.com or 972.355.3780)  if you are interested in this  

training  and service committment-  

we only have 2 slots left!!!!!!!!! 
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CONTRIBUTING EDITORS ROTO TELLER STAFF 

Brent Bloechle ........................................Class of 2003 
Zoe Broxson............................................Class of 2006 
Annell Burns............................................Class of 2003 
Sher Harnish............................................Class of 1999 
Andi Hawk..............................................Class of  2005 
Lynda Harvey..........................................Class of 2006  
Maurine LeBeau......................................Class of 2002 
Linda Williams........................................Class of 2000 

 Brent Bloechle..........................................Class of 2003 
 Janie Farler...............................................Class of  2003 
 Sue Hudiburgh..........................................Class of 2008  
 Mary Morrow............Editor.....................Class of  2001 
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We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER, let us know what you like and don’t like— 
Email the Editor at ROTOTELLER06@aol.com, also send suggestions, comments, or questions  

 2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  ZOE BROXSON 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  LINDA WILLIAMS 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  JACKIE KERSTETTER 

SECRETARY  KYLE NAYFA 

TREASURER  BRENDA WELLENREITER 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR  DONNA WOLFE 

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR  ADELE PETTY 

DELEGATE-AT-LARGE  CHERYL PARKINSON 

PAST PRESIDENT  SANDY HIATTE 

2008 COMMITTEE LEADERS 

PROJECT  ADMINISTRATOR LINDA WILLIAMS 

WAYS AND MEANS JACKIE KERSTETTER 

PUBLICITY ADELE PETTY 

WEBSITE JANIE FARLER 

ROTO TELLER MARY MORROW 

PROGRAM ANNELL BURNS 

ADVANCED TRAINING DIANA BLOCK 

AUDIT ANNIE BRACKIN 

MENTOR MAURINE LEBEAU 

AWARDS MAURINE LEBEAU 

HOSPITALITY CLARICE LUCE 

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU LYNDA HARVEY 

HISTORIAN TBD 

SCHOLARSHIP MARY MORROW 

TECHNOLOGY LUCILLE DEL VECCHIO 


