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W 
HERE CAN YOU FIND PLANTS THAT 

WILL KEEP WHILE YOU MOVE FROM 

SEATTLE TO DALLAS, THAT WILL SURVIVE THE 

HOT HOT HEAT OF MC ALLEN TX, PLANTS 

FOR SHADE , FOR SUN , THAT ARE TALL, 

SHORT, BLUE, ORANGE, BUTTERFLIES LOVE, 

HUMMINGBIRDS LOVE, DRY AREAS, WET AR-

EAS, SOMETHING UNUSUAL...THESE ARE JUST A 

FEW OF THE   REQUESTS HEARD BY MASTER 

GARDENERS AT THE PLANT SALE!  AND THERE 

WAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE, NO EMPTY 

HANDS AT THIS YEAR’S PLANT SALE.  THE HY-

PERTUFA CONTAINERS AND GOAT MILK SOAP 

(CREATOR CURTIS GOLD) WERE A BIG HIT. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO SCOTTY KOLB FOR HOST-

ING THE SALE IN HER GARDEN. NUMEROUS 

THANKS TO ALL WHO POTTED PLANTS-WE 

HAD OVER 2000 PLANTS!  THOSE WHO HELPED 

DURING THE SALE: SANDY HIATTE, SUSAN MUS-

GRAVE, KATHLEEN GIELINK, CAROLYN GOLD, 

LINDA HARVEY, LYNN BYNUM (MARY MOR-

ROW’S NEIGHBOR) . MANY THANKS TO THE 

COMMITTEE: CAROL FITCH, TRACY DURMICK, 

DIANNE PENCE, KRISTIN ANTHONY, CAROLYN 

TINNER, JUDY RILEY, BRENDA WELLENREITER, 

AND MARY MORROW. 

WE HAVENT HEARD THE FINAL FIGURES, BUT... 

O 
ur gardens were just beautiful this year... 
what a crowd we drew! Our yearly  
attendance continues to escalate and the num-

bers are indicating we set some records this year, with 
some gardens reporting as many as 400+ visitors.  
The board approved a generous budget for this event 
which allowed two new items this year. One was the 
printing of small posters and the other was the produc-
tion of new road signs. Having a degree of continuity 
between the gardens helped people find their way and 
the aqua color was easy to notice along roadsides. 
I would especially like to thank our captains and  
owners this year for the smoothest event.  Hats off to  
captains: Janet Gershenfeld, Carol Eggert,  
Janie Farler, Zoe Broxson, Cheryl Parkinson and 
Mary Ellen Richards. Mary Ellen has been a tour 
captain since the first tour, with the exception of the 
year when her garden was on tour.  
 

 Our feedback from the public has been fabulous and 
that is due in no small part to the dedicated work of 
our garden owners who have been preparing their 
gardens for years (and just didn’t know it!). Many 
thanks to Joan Stanley as a returning gardener and to 
our new garden owners: Adele Petty, Scotty  Kolb, 
Debbie Van Ness, and JoAnne Fellows.  
One former Master Gardener called to say she wanted 
to renew her certification and said every garden was 
so beautiful that she couldn’t choose a favorite!  
Thanks to all who worked in the gardens, sold tickets, 
promoted merchandise, manned gates and acted as 
garden guides--it takes us all to make it work. 
We can’t forget to thank behind the scenes contribu-
tions of Brenda Wellenreiter as our treasurer and Pam 
McClimon who did a fabulous job of promotion. 
Please plan to attend the July general meeting when 
some of our members will be recognized for their 
efforts. 
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DARLA BOSTICK 

PLANTS “FOR YOU AND YOURS” SALE 

ANNE BANKS 
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JOANNE FELLOWS SCOTTY KOLB 

THANK-YOU EVERYONE... 

DEBBIE VANNESS 

JOAN STANLEY ADELE PETTY 
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‘I hesitate to  

 

use the word 

 

Xeriscape 

because 

frankly, for 

some, the 

word evokes 

thoughts of...’ 

 “YUCCAS ARE NOT YUCKY” SUSAN RANDOLPH 
After last year of record 
low rainfall, many smart 
homeowners are looking for 
ways to save water and also 
use adapted, drought toler-
ant plant material. Xeris-
capes, plantings adapted to 
extremely dry habitats, are 
certainly an option. I  
hesitate to use the word 
Xeriscape because frankly, 
for some, the word evokes 
thoughts of cactus and 
tumbleweeds. The exotic 
appearance of the yucca 
can change your mind 
about that derisive descrip-
tion. 
Yuccas are as tough as boot 
leather yet they have a 
dramatic silhouette: grace-
ful, attractive foliage and 
flowers that form tiered 
candelabra of fragrant, 
white or cream to a red 
color. There are about 40 
species of this magnificent 
plant to fit most any space, 
with small species reaching 
1’ tall while larger types 
may top 15’. Many of the 
species grow 
natively in Texas. The plant 
is a much sought after ever-
green shrub. Most species 
are slow growing and have 
sword-like leaves, however 
many are not ‘pokey’ but 
soft and pliant. There are 
even variegated ones for 
bonus color! 
Best of all, Yuccas seem to 
thrive on neglect and re-
quire little care once estab-
lished. Very hardy to heat 
and cold, tolerating some 
partial shade and both dry 
conditions and soils 
that are wet for only short 
periods. With our mild tem-
peratures here in Denton 
County, Yuccas do  
extremely well and even 
look particularly stunning in  
container gardens. 
 
 
 

Here is a sampling of our 
favorite and most versatile 
Yuccas: 
The Spanish Dagger (yucca 
aloifolia) gets its name 
from its very sharp, sword-
like leaves. The gray-green 
leaves are about two feet 
long and 2 inches wide. 
Flowering most often in the 
summer, this yucca can 
occasionally surprise you 
with fall flowers. It is 
a rapid grower that clusters 
with age.  For those of you 
that might be concerned 
about the sharp leaves of 
most yuccas, there are 
several alternatives for 
you. The Soft Leaf Yucca 
(yucca recurvifolia) has 
pliable bluegreen foliage 
that bends and droops at 
the tips and produces a 3 
foot tall flower spike bear-
ing creamy blooms all sum-
mer. 
The Red Yucca (hesperaloe 
parviflora) is a lovely plant 
that forms a 4-6 foot tall 
spike with dark pink or yel-
low blooms from summer to 
frost. The leaves reach 3 
feet in height but are nar-
rower and not as ‘pokey’. 
The combination of the Red 
Yucca and ‘Knock Out’ rose 
makes a breathtaking im-
pact in the garden. 
Most popular is the 4 foot 
Yucca ‘Margaritaville’ for 
its bright yellow and char-
treuse bands or strips of 
color through the center of 
the leaf. The tips of the 
leaves are flexible, and not 
‘pokey’. This variegated 
Yucca is excellent as a con-
trast plant in numerous 
garden settings or as an 
accent specimen in court-
yards. All Jimmy Buffet 
loving “Parrot Heads” out 
there are going to want one 
of these. 
 
 
 

For smaller spaces, check 
out Yucca smalliana ‘Bright 
Edge’. It is a slow grower 
to 1-2’ tall and features 
green leaves with white 
margins and tall erect 
white flower spikes in the 
summer. It can be very 
useful in rock gardens or 
containers. 
Grouping yuccas with Texas 
Sage (Leucophyllum or ce-
nizo) makes a spectacular 
display. 
Designing an area with the 
Desert Willow, Lantana or 
Verbena and the ever 
blooming 4-Nerve Daisy 
with Yucca can soften the 
landscape and provide an 
enticing habitat for birds. 
Once established, this de-
sign is exactly what Xeris-
caping is all about. 
Not convinced? Take a look 
at these pictures: 
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New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...    

Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

ZOE BROXSON...hails from Beaumont, TX, 

but she has been in this area for 32 years.  Zoe’s 

gardening passions include Roses, Herbs and all 

flowers.  Her plan once she becomes a Master Gar-

dener is to expand her rose garden with more 

Earthkind Roses, and plants that attract butter-

flies.  She also plans to expand her herb and vege-

table garden and find a great space for a wild-

flower field. 

 

 

 

Clela Garrett... is a tried and true 
Texan from Argyle.  Clela’s very passionate about 

all aspects of gardening; however, she is especially 

fond of English roses, container gardening and 

houseplants.  She also enjoys propagation and 

vegetable gardening.  Once she becomes a Master 

Gardener she hopes to use her new found knowl-

edge to become better at landscaping around her 

home.  She feels the knowledge will help her im-

prove the conditions of her soil and increase the 

productions of her vegetable garden. 

 

 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN STROLLING THROUGH YOUR GARDEN 

ONE DAY AND BAM! BAM! BAM! BAM! ---- YOU’RE  SUDDENLY AWAKENED FROM 

YOUR TRANQUIL STANCE WHEN YOU SEE THIS? 

“SALLY /SAM”,  THE DIAMONDBACK  

WATER SNAKE, SOAKING UP THE SUN 

Mary Morrow’s Tranquil Water Gardens  

SEND YOUR FAVORITE  

“CRITTER IN YOUR YARD”  

    PHOTO TO ROTOTELLER06@AOL.COM 

BE THE FIRST ON YOUR BLOCK TO NAME THAT 
PLANT...FIRST 5 SUBMISSIONS  TO rototeller06@aol.com 

WILL RECIEVE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
1. 2007 BMW 

2. VACATION FOR 2 
3. BIG LOTS SPECIAL 

(NOTE:  ALL PRIZES WILL NOT BE AWARDED!!!) 

Judee Gordon... was born and raised in 
Connecticut, but lived in nine other states before 

arriving in TX 1 1/2 years ago.  Judee says, “The 

climate in Texas is warmer, and the soil has much 

more clay.”  She likes the multiple growing seasons 

the warmer climate allows.  Her passions include 

tropical plants, especially banana plants and hibis-

cus, also herbs, including sage, thyme, chives, 

basil and mint.  She wants to grow veggies for the 

first time in 20 years, and make her magnolias 

flourish once she becomes a Master Gardeners.  

Cindy “CC” Carrell... slid all the way 
from the Rochester, NY area just 26 years ago. 

Cindy grew up on a farm with rich but rocky river 

bottom soil in the apple and grape region.  She re-

members they could grow everything.  Her passions 

are pot gardening, indoor plants, sanctuary gar-

dens, yard art and hummingbird/butterfly gardens. 

She plans to redo most of her yard she started 25 

years ago from formal to a sanctuary garden with 

pond, path, xeriscape and native plants, and lots 

more yard art. 
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S 
pring is well under 
way.  We’ve had a 

little rain, but also 
unfortunately a few 
hot, hot windy days, 
which dried out the soil 
and parched the        
landscape very quickly.  
Hopefully, these days 

are not a harbinger of a very hot summer.  
With the rain still intermittent heading into 
summer it is time to mulch, mulch and mulch 
some more to retain the soil moisture around 
those plants you have nurtured so 
carefully.  My mulching always gets pushed 
back to late April as I wait to see which 
plants re-seed themselves such as Cowpen 
Daisy, Clammy Weed, and Johnny-jump-ups.  
Whoa, you say, why wait for these weeds to 
appear?  Well, not so fast, these weeds are 
lovely wildflower additions to my garden 
that add color, variety and texture to my 
landscape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The public gardens in Dallas/Fort Worth and 
nearby places put on a spectacular show 
this spring.  I enjoyed a first time visit to the 
Clark Gardens Botanical Park, west of Fort 
Worth between Mineral Wells and 
Weatherford.  This garden is still under 
development, which provides a great 
opportunity to see the hits or misses as it 
finishes its build out.  For example, I would 
put the frilly poppies which grew in 
abundance in the misses category, since they 
were obviously re-seeding themselves where 
they weren’t wanted.  In the hits category, 
they had a spectacular display of irises and 
roses, planted along winding trails, which 
pass by some wonderfully landscaped ponds.  
One treat that will keep the non-gardening 
spouse entertained during a visit is the multi-
tracked model garden railroad display.  Who 
knows?  It might inspire a little construction 
in your own backyard 
amongst the flowers. 

 
 

in my garden The perennials  are popping 
their  fresh new shoots skyward and 
beginning to flower.  The irises have come 
and gone, but the Milkweed, various Sages, 
and Passion Vine are feeding a new season of 
butterflies.  A few hummingbirds are zipping 
around the yard and have begun to scout out 
the Trumpet Vine and Rose of Sharon.  The 
geese on our pond had eight goslings, which 
are having fun digging around in the field of 
wildflowers and native grasses behind the 
house.  So the question I confront every 
year is do I mow down my field like my 
neighbors, or should I allow the natural 
habitat to evolve that attracts butterflies, 
birds and the occasional possum?  I really 
enjoy sitting on my patio and watching the 
Purple Martins swoop low and snag 
mosquitoes.  Or the Eastern Bluebirds flying 
out of their nest box and returning with 
bugs for their three nestlings.  The Wine-
cups, Queen Anne’s Lace, Poppy-mallows, and 
Spiderworts, along with all the rest of the 
“weeds” survived another year and escaped 
being mowed down, as was their fate in all my 
neighbors’ yards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How many of you have Black-eyed Susan, 
Lyre-leaf Sage, or Butterfly Weed growing in 
your well-ordered and tended flowerbeds?  
Many of these plants we now put in have just 
recently crossed over from being viewed as 
weedy “wildflowers” to being garden flowers.  
So next fall live a little on the wild side and 
toss some wildflower or native grass seeds 
in a corner of your yard to create a real 
wildscape.  You might be surprised how active 
and exciting that part of your yard will turn 
out.  Have a great spring! 
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WILDFLOWERS OR WEEDS?... 
BRENT BLOECHLE 

EPIPHYLLUMEPIPHYLLUMEPIPHYLLUMEPIPHYLLUM    

JOHNNY JUMPJOHNNY JUMPJOHNNY JUMPJOHNNY JUMP----UPSUPSUPSUPS    SUNDROPSSUNDROPSSUNDROPSSUNDROPS    

Model Garden Train Model Garden Train Model Garden Train Model Garden Train 

at Clark Gardensat Clark Gardensat Clark Gardensat Clark Gardens    

page 4 

VERBENA AND WINECUPSVERBENA AND WINECUPSVERBENA AND WINECUPSVERBENA AND WINECUPS    SALVIA DIANNASALVIA DIANNASALVIA DIANNASALVIA DIANNA    
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 JUNE Honey Do List... JUNE Honey Do List... JUNE Honey Do List... JUNE Honey Do List...    
EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK TITLED "DALLAS PLANTING MANUAL" FROM THE DALLAS GARDEN CLUB OF THE DALLAS WOMAN'S CLUBEXCERPT FROM THE BOOK TITLED "DALLAS PLANTING MANUAL" FROM THE DALLAS GARDEN CLUB OF THE DALLAS WOMAN'S CLUBEXCERPT FROM THE BOOK TITLED "DALLAS PLANTING MANUAL" FROM THE DALLAS GARDEN CLUB OF THE DALLAS WOMAN'S CLUBEXCERPT FROM THE BOOK TITLED "DALLAS PLANTING MANUAL" FROM THE DALLAS GARDEN CLUB OF THE DALLAS WOMAN'S CLUB 

Plant 

Summer Annual Seed.  Balsam, Cockscomb, Columbine, Cosmos, Globe Amaranth, Marigold, Periwinkle, Portulaca, Salvia and 
Vinca.  An optimum time to seed is after pulling up cornflowers and larkspur. 
Summer Vegetable Seed.  Squash, Pumpkin, Okra. 
Other Planting Options.  Spider Lily Bulbs, Ground Covers, Warm season lawn grasses.  Bargains on spring perennials. 
Water Plants.  Tropical water lilies and bog plants. 

Divide 

Narcissus.  Separate when foliage is brown.  If in a bed by themselves, they may remain in ground until blossoms show signs of 
crowding. 

Water 

Soak.  Don’t sprinkle. 
Newly Planted Shrubs, Perennials and Trees.  This time is critical for water. 
Newly Planted Grass.  Perhaps as much as twice daily. 
Mulch.  With grass clippings, ground pine bark or cottonseed meal, the organic way of conserving moisture – a most important step 
this month. 
Sprinkler System.  New growth may block original watering patterns.  Check for wilt or less than prime plants, add heads, reposi-
tion or prune blocking foliage.  As plantings reach mature heights, reposition head to spray under shrubs. 

Seasonal 

Lawn Mower.  Raise mower blade height. 

Fertilize 

Trees, Shrubs and Color Beds.  General balanced fertilizer every 6 to 8 weeks until August. 
Roses.  Each month except October, November and December. 
Azaleas, Gardenias and Acid Loving Plants.  With Sulfur, Iron Sulfate or Iron Chelate when Chlorosis appears. 
Lawn Grass.  With 4-1-2 or 4 3-1-2 fertilizer. 
Vegetables.  Every 6 to 8 weeks with a 10-20-10 ratio. 

Prune 

Coreopsis, Crape Myrtle, Petunias, Roses and Long-Blooming Perennials.  Remove spent flowers to encourage continuous 
bloom. 
Begonias, Coleus, Copper Plants, Chrysanthemums, Fall Blooming Perennials.  Pinch back to encourage branching. 
Daisies, Lilies, Hosta, Lance Leaf Coreopsis.  After blooming, cut back old bloom stalks to basal rosettes, the short leaves next to 
the root. 
Wisteria.  Cut shoots to buds to encourage flowering. 
Violet and Columbine.  Cut foliage if brown.  New growth will appear.  Don’t keep red spider mite infected leaves in compost. 
Shrubs, Trees and Roses.  Prune any erratic growth. 

Control 

Spider Mite.  Cut foliage off when “burned”.  Do not compost these leaves.  Use soap and water.  Spray every three days for nine 
days. 
Webworms.  Found primarily in Pecans and Persimmons.  Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) can be used.  Do not use if you are trying to 
attract butterflies, as it will also kill the larvae. 
Black Spot.  Use soda spray. 
Heat & Dry Winds.  Anti-transpirant sprays prevent leaf margin dehydration that later turns brown.  Use on fragile non-natives 
such as Dogwood, Japanese Maples and newly planted shrubs. 
Lace Bugs.  A chewing insect different from the beneficial Green Lace Wing.  Use Bug Burn, which is good for Elm Leaf Beetles. 
Grubs.  Release beneficial nematodes. 
Chiggers.  In grassy areas apply fine Dusting Sulfur (not Soil Sulfur). 
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING 

May 3, 2006 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

President Sandra Hiatte called the DCMGA Board of Directors Meeting to order at 9:05AM. Those in attendance were Sandra Hiatte, Brenda Wellenreiter, Mary Morrow, 
John Cooper, Tracy Durmick, Karen Archambault, Janie Farler,  

Carolyn Tinner, Peggy Durrett, Diane Block, Brigid Corbett, and Linda Williams. 
GUEST Brigid Corbett brought up New Business at the beginning of the meeting. 

DISD OUTDOOR LEARNING CENTERS-Brigid Corbett-T.R.E.E. Denton Independent School District 
The whole purpose of an Outdoor Learning Center is to get outside to learn. To use whatever space the campus has to develop an Outdoor Learning Center. What is 

DCMGA’s role in T.R.E.E.?  T.R.E.E. would like to have a Master Gardener serve as a liaison to match MG’s with specific schools that are seeking MG input or assistance. 
The liaison would contact the MG’s as a group to request specific schools that are seeking MG input or assistance, or they could choose to visit the individual campuses 

themselves.  Tracy Durmick is interested in being the MG liaison to T.R.E.E. 

      II.    MINUTES 
Tracy submitted the April minutes for corrections via e-mail to the board. Sandy requested a copy of the minutes. The minutes are posted on the Roto Teller.  

    III.    TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer’s Report was discussed to the satisfaction of the board members. There are still outstanding dues. 

Some suggestions to collect outstanding dues were made:  Send an invoice, increase the dues owed to $15 if it has not been paid by March 1, take people who owe dues off 
the active roster. 

    IV. COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
A.  GARDEN TOUR-DARLA BOSTICK 

Darla was not present. Donna reports that the tour is going well. Ticket sales are on track. 
There will be a pre plant sale on Friday. 

A floral certificate from the state is needed to sell plants. It cost $75. 
B.  ANSWER DESK PLANNING-JANIE FARLER 

Answer Desk on track.  Julie-Training protocol.  Melanie-Index web site  Janie-Manual   Maurine-Seasonal gardening advice calendar.  June 5th is the planned practice call in 

day. Janie would like master gardeners to call in with their questions to test the answer desk volunteers.  June 19th-Training for the answer desk volunteers.  Janie will speak 
at May’s Master Gardener membership meeting about the Answer Desk . 

C.  PROJECT COORDINATOR-KAREN ARCHAMBAULT 
The project information on our website needs to be updated. John asks that we coordinate with Donna before projects are taken off the project list. 

D.  PROGRAM COORDINATOR-KAYE GROSS 
Kaye is ill. This month’s speaker cancelled. 

Suggestions were made for some last minute speakers. 
E.  OFFICE SET-UP-SANDY HIATTE 

The computer was connected on the 16th. 
A lockable cabinet is still needed. No pre owned cabinets have been found to purchase.  There is a lockable cabinet at Home Depot for $150. 

Carolyn moved that Sandy purchase a cabinet at her discretion. Mary seconded. Passed. 
May 15- Power Point Training. 

Sandy also given the OK to purchase a rolling cart. 

          F.   SCHOLARSHIP-MARY MORROW 
Three applications were submitted for the Tom Harpool scholarship.  The selection committee reviewed the applications. Mr. Jack Ledbetter was chosen to receive the schol-

arship. He attends Stephen F. Austin University. He is majoring in Forestry and would like to become an Urban Forester.  Mary moved that Mr. Jack Ledbetter receive the 
Tom Harpool Scholarship. Brenda seconded. Unanimously passed. 

G.   WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE-GENE GUMFORY 
Gene was not present. Our association is not going to have a table at the annual conference this week. The tables are $100 a piece. Few people from our association are going 

to the conference so it would be difficult to man. 
An idea for next years Vegetable, Flower and Herb show on the third Saturday in June is to auction off the fruits and vegetables. 

Council member Bob Montgomery set aside $ to support the Vegetable Flower and Herb show. 
Judges for the vegetable flower and herb show are Landry Lockett –Collin County ,Steve Chaney-Tarrant County 

MENTOR COMMITTEE-SANDY HIATTE 
The mentor committee chair felt this year went really well. It was a good group of interns. They were committed to learning. The mentors paid good attention to their 

charges.  Thank you Mary Morrow for hosting the last day of class picnic. 

OLD BUSINESS 
A.  BY –LAW REVIEW 

Close to finalizing by –laws.  Annie Brackin will be at the next board meeting to present the revised by-laws. John asked about changing dues information in the revised by-
laws.  

B.MASTER GARDENER BROCHURE 
Donna said the updated brochure is done. It  needs to be printed.  John wanted to know if there were funds to print the brochure. 

      VI .     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THANK YOU FROM KEEP DENTON BEAUTIFUL  

John suggests that we ask to have the MG Logo added to the Red Bud day’s brochure. 
Thank you from the students at Community School. 

NEW BUSINESS 
DONATION FOR THE TEXAS A & M SPECIALIST TRAINING SCHOLARSHIPS-LINDA WILLIAMS 

After 20 years of good stewardship John Cooper has decided to disband the Education Horticulture Board.  The remaining horticulture funds are to be split between the 

DCMGA and the DCMNA.  There is $900 for advanced Texas A & M Specialist Training.  The Education Horticulture Board would like to offer two grants a year for 2 to 3 
years for active DCMGA members.  The criteria the Education Horticulture Board is discussing for this grant is: 

The grant would be available to an active DCMGA member after two years of activity. 
The grant funds would only be available for enrollment in the class not to be spent on transportation, lodging or per diem. 

The DCMGA member must attend the training. 
Suggest that the DCMGA recipient be required to teach an advanced training. 

The grants could be offered in pairs since the training is offered in pairs. 
The grant should be a dedicated line item in the budget.  

The Education Horticulture Board wanted to do something tangible. 
The Horticulture Board Texas A & M specialized grant criteria will be established on June 13th. 

REPORT FROM HORTICULTURE AGENT –JOHN COOPER 
Nacogdoches Yellow Rose- One of 4 candidates for the yellow rose of Texas.  Planted all Earth-Kind Brigadier roses.118 roses 4 different types at TWU.  Rotary Youth  

Service Project. Randomized plantings. Move 10 of them that were not planted correctly. Located behind TWU library between Oakland Street and parking lot. 

3 repetitions are planted there. 4th repetition is on Texas street in rows.  Do we want to adopt as a project. Earth-Kind data collection. 
There is a map and descriptions.   

Suggested that we advertise this project like a regular project to try and find a Project Manager. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30AM 
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                            One of the wonderful things about Autumn Clematis is that you can let it go or keep 
    it contained.  If you want it contained, cut it back after it has bloomed in the 
  fall.  It puts out babies and you can transplant these most anytime of the year-
 preferably in cooler weather.   Mary Morrow 
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   When growing tomatoes or peppers do you pinch off top  
   leaves for growth? 

        I have never heard or seen anyone do this.  My father (who was a    
    Farm Management  Specialist) and mother pinched off the new   
   growth on tomatoes only at each leaf node to promote more fruit   

           and to keep plants in control.  Worked well for them and me, especially in 
  LA and New Jersey where our bushes produced prolifically.  JoeAnn Stahel 

 Does the spotted cucumber beetle eat aphids?  
  Kamen Moynihan 

    No,  see web-site attra.org for detailed information about the 
 beetle.  Janie Farler 

When do you or do you need to cut back Autumn Clematis, and how 
and when do you divide it?  Kamen Moynihan 

     Transplanted tomatoes are helped along, if you bury them deep and lay on side, up to leafy 
   area. They develop roots all along the area in contact with earth. In hot weather it aids in  
  water uptake. As weather cools in fall plants have roots to produce loads of green  
 tomatoes" ,some ripe also. 

 Peppers should be planted a little bit deeper than in pot. If you are going to plant this late,  
            an umbrella is a good idea.  4 wood 'anythings' will hold up a piece of cloth or anything to  
            create a shade. A lawn chair turned upside down will suffice until you can do better.  
 MYRNA ENGLE 
  

    I lay tomato plants in trench, top two leaves sticking up as makes strong          
  roots along length.  Can use PVC pipe to stop cutworms or cardboard collar, 
 only on top end sticking out of ground.   Pinch off  side leaves (consider the 

  letter L and pinch out stem in middle)  I quit doing that once it sets a flower  
  and I use a wire cage when plant is small. 
   Fay Saxinger 

 I haven’t been able to find anything beneficial about the spotted 
cucumber  beetle.   Julie Levine 
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SURVIVE THE DROUGHT 
GENE GUMFORY 
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50-60 YEAR OLD SOUTHERN  MAGNOLIA 

  

ST AUGUSTINE GRASS 

Is this "drought" for real ?  
Some cities have already banned or limited outside watering. The City of Denton has 
asked that no auto sprinklers be turned on during the hours of 10 AM to 6 PM. This 
is just the beginning!  So, yes there must be something to this " drought " talk.  

What can we do?  Many of us have spent lots of money, time collecting and planting 
our favorite plants. We must protect our investment.  

There are many ways of watering. From hand watering, all types of sprinklers, drip 
irrigation, soaker hose and auto sprinkler systems. Have you ever considered catch-
ing rainwater ?  

Some will tell you rainwater is better for your plants ! I currently have two 55 gal. 
barrels and a 300 gal. trough that catches rainwater run off.  

But let's move on. Soaker hose is a must during a drought. You must protect the 
foundation of your home.  

I have come to the conclusion that drip irrigation is the best when it comes to water-
ing plants and trees. You can control the spacing ( where you want it ) and the 
amount of water you want. Yes, you can regulate ( control ) it exactly. No waste, no 
watering areas where there is no need. I think this is a real key.  

The spacing of the "emitters" on the line and choosing the " emitters " that will regu-
late how much water is to be dispensed is important, and easy to do (there are emit-
ters that allow from one gal. to five gal. of water per hour be dispensed).  All you 
have to do is determine how much and set the time accordingly. Remember deep wa-
tering ( less often ) is much better than short and more frequent watering. As in most 
everything we all have differing opinions ! Just consider your options.  

Water is one of our greatest resources. Let's protect it as much as we can ! 
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The FOURTH ANNUAL VEGETABLE, FRUIT, HERB AND FLOWER SHOW will be held Saturday, June 17 at the park in front 
of the Bayless-Selby house at the corner of Mulberry and Carroll Blvd in Denton. If you have a garden, show us your 
stuff. You might win a ribbon or even cash. The rules are really simple.  
This is an open show, any resident of Denton County is eligible, even Master Gardeners.  All ages are welcome and 
family participation is encouraged. We have a children's division for up to age 12, youth division for 13-18 year olds, 
and adults for those 18 and over for the show.  This is a great place to show off all the hard work the children have 
accomplished at the various Children/Master Gardener projects.  
All entries must be submitted between 9 and 10 am at the Bayless-Selby house, where registration tables will be set 
up. Judging will begin at 10 am. Three independent judges, not affiliated with the DCMGA will determine the win-
ners. All produce will be judged on a combination of maturity, flavor, appearance, color, and size, uniformity, and 
freedom from blemishes, insect or disease. In the case of produce, the entry should be sufficient to fill a dinner 
plate, and should be clean.  Flowers and herbs will be judged with similar criteria except for flavor in the case of 
flowers. All fruits, vegetables, and cut or potted herbs and flowers are eligible. Entries become the property of the 
DCMGA if not claimed by 1pm. DCMGA provides containers for plants/flowers/herbs and plates for produce. Ribbons 
will be awarded for the top three entries in each class. Best-of-Show, Grand and Reserve will receive rosettes and 
cash prizes, which are presented by Northstar Bank, our sponsor from the inception of the show. Water for all volun-
teers will be provided by Kyle Nayfa of Edward Jones Investments. We usually have a crew of 20 to 25 MGs. If you 
haven't signed on, please do. It's a great event and rather exciting when you witness all the enthusiasm of the con-
testants. So mark your calendar and come on down... Contact Maurine LeBeau at VFHFSHOW@DCMGA.com 

The DCMGA ANSWER DESK...The DCMGA ANSWER DESK...The DCMGA ANSWER DESK...The DCMGA ANSWER DESK...will soon be a realitywill soon be a realitywill soon be a realitywill soon be a reality.    

The desk will be staffed one morning a week in the beginning.  Denton County residents will call in or email 

questions from the website. Our DCMGA Volunteers will answer questions by phone or email. You do not have 

to be an expert in everything.  A good customer service attitude and persistence in researching answers are 

more important than gardening expertise.  Some computer knowledge is required since most research will be 

on the internet.  Don ’ t be intimidated, no one will work the desk alone until he/she is comfortable doing so.  

A veteran will train each volunteer for as long as necessary.  This is a great opportunity to get air-conditioned  

hours!  Volunteers may clock their hours as either service or training.  If you are interested in volunteering for 

the Answer Desk, please contact Janie Farler at webmaster@dcmga.com.  Training will begin within a few 

weeks. 
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Seeds - 
Viable seed – usually sow as soon as ripe 
Proper environmental conditions 
Overcome dormancy 
For more information about ‘How To’ and ‘Specific Seed Information’ refer to the Plant Growth and Develop-

ment (Sexual Plant Propagation) section of your handbook  
 

Division – dig the parent plant, shake off excess soil, divide into several plants, and replant immediately at original soil 
level 

Most successful, but fewer plants 
 

Simple Layering – producing a new root system while still attached to the mother plant 
Best with long supple branches 
The mother plant supports the new plant until a root system develops 
Wound the underside of a stem, apply rooting hormone, pin down, cover with soil, stake tip if necessary, and 

sever when roots have formed  
For more information and illustrations refer to the Plant Growth and Development (Asexual Plant Propagation) 

section of your handbook  
 

Cuttings 
3 main types: Stem, Leaf and Root (we are only concerned with stem for this demonstration) 
Types of stem cuttings and when they are best propagated 

greenwood & softwood (spring to early summer) – fast growing soft pliable tips, non flowering, with 3-5 leaves 
semi-ripe (mid to late summer) – soft tip shoots of current season’s growth that is firm and woody at the base, cut just below 

a node 
hardwood (autumn after leaf fall or early winter) – leafless shoots fully ripe current year’s growth, cut at a joint with previ-

ous year’s growth 
Must have a controlled atmosphere – see construction of greenhouse in Taunton Press Fine Gardening Magazine 

http://www.taunton.com/finegardening/pages/g00002.asp 
Preparation steps for softwood cuttings 

Softwood is the term used to describe the stage of growth on a deciduous woody plant that's neither the 
new, green growth at the end of a shoot nor the stiff, woody growth near the base of the stem. The soft-
wood lies between the two. The best way to know if a shoot has reached the softwood stage is to bend it. If 
the softwood snaps, the shoot is ready to be taken as a cutting. If the shoot is very flexible and doesn't 
snap, it's too green. If the shoot is not flexible at all, it is too far gone. 

Cut just below a node  
Remove side shoots 
Remove leaves on lowest third  
Remove soft tips 
Reduce large leaves by half 
Wound half the stem base 
Dip in rooting hormone 
Plant in cutting mix (equal parts peat, perlite and sharp sand) or sterile potting mix 
Place in greenhouse or mist environment 
Shade from sun 
Once rooted fertilize with liquid fertilizer every 2 weeks  
 

       
 

           Joanne Fellows 
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2006 tom harpool 

horticultural scholarship 

recipient 

jack (jae) ledbetter, jr  
Stephen F Austin  

State University 

june master gardener meeting 

june 14 - 9:00am-social 

9:15am-scholarship presentation 

9:30am- 
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     The Children's Community Garden is a hands-on garden for children where they grow  

vegetables, fruits, and flowers with the help of master gardeners and parents.  The garden 

is located within the Denton Community Garden off Malone St. and University Dr. in North 

Denton. 

 

     The children participate in all phases of the garden.  They help plant, weed, water,  

harvest, and create compost.  The children learn about good vs bad bugs and worms, organic 

pest control, and play games about healthy foods and junk foods.  They learn cooperation,  

teamwork, and develop friendships. 

 

     The Children's Garden is designed to be a fun and appealing place for the children that 

participate as well as an interest catcher for children visiting the park and playground.  It  

is decorated with a bright yellow sign and pinwheels that spin in the wind.   A tunnel made 

of trellises for the vegetables is decorated with butterflies, flowers, and art work made by 

the children.  Scarlet runner beans climb a bamboo teepee, and colorful markers identify  

the crops. 

 

     The Children's Garden meets Thursdays at 10am and Sundays at 4pm from mid March 

thru late June.  From July until frost families informally keep the garden producing by  

taking turns watering and harvesting the remaining crops.  Any help you can provide on  

Thursdays or Saturdays will be appreciated, contact Project manager, Marie Harris:  Phone  

(940) 387-9207  E-Mail  harris1612@charter.net 
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A Eulogy for Tina Litherland by John Cooper—May 18, 2006 
 In Tina’s closing days, Merrill told me, he and Tina wanted me to give her eulogy, and asked if I would.  I was reluctant, at first 
since I had known her only a few years.  After a few moments reflection though, I realized Tina had given me so much, it was my 
turn to give something back.  So I agreed, and I am glad I did, because I discovered a life that was even richer than I had imagined.  
Everything she did was important to her and everyone she knew received the best she had to give. 
Tina was born in the Philippine Islands on July 1, 1939 to Isidro and Encarnacion Pontila Cacal.  Following World War II, in 1946, at 
the age of seven, Tina moved with her family to the Hawaiian Islands, where she lived throughout her formative years.  In 1962, at the 
age of 23, Tina moved from Honolulu, to Jan Jose, California, where she reared her six children.  In 1979, she married Merrill Lither-
land, and with Merrill’s two children, Tina’s nuclear family became a perfect ten.  Tina and Merrill moved their family to Bartonville in 
1980, where Tina lived the next 26 years, in devoted service to her family and friends. Tina leaves eight children, 21 grandchildren, and 
five great grandchildren, spread across Texas, Iowa, Ohio, Illinois, California, and one in Africa on a Peace Corps mission. 
Tina Litherland was a daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, and friend to many.  She pursued her passions in 
gardening, nature study, bowling, and volunteer service through the Retired and Seniors Volunteer Program. We were all inspired by her 
energy, and enthusiasm for life.  Above all, she was a giving person.  She gave her life unreservedly to her family and friends.  She 
loved helping others, and did so in many ways. 
Her passion was bowling.  She loved her team and her teammates loved her.  She was competitive at the national level with trips to 
Reno, Wichita, and Tulsa, among others.  She bowled in up to five leagues at a time, and up to four days a week.  She did a lot of 
subbing over the past few years, and filled in for others, so their teams could remain in competition.  Locally, she bowled in Denton, 
Lewisville, and the Fort Worth area.  This year her team won first place in the Denton County Women’s Tournament held in Lewisville.  
During the past five years, Merrill bowled with her in the Fort Worth Travel League, and enjoyed the company of her many friends.  
Over her 25-year bowling career, Tina enjoyed close to 200 different teammates. 
Tina was scheduled to compete in the state championship-bowling tournament next week in San Antonio, which would have marked her 
25th consecutive year in the state championship tournament.  Her teammates knew how much having her 25-year patch meant to her, so 
they went to the state office of the Texas Women’s Bowling Association, and got it for her.  Naturally she was gratified, and grateful 
too.   
Tina was a plant collector.  Everywhere she went, she brought plants back home with her.  Merrill told me that, while on a national 
bowling trip to Milwaukee, she filled up the truck with plants, to bring back home and try in her own gardens.  When Tina and Merrill 
bought their property in 1980, it was mostly just an open pasture with only a few sparse trees.  Today, it is a veritable garden, filled 
with trees, ponds, and garden plants of every kind. 
Tina was always bringing flowers from her garden to the Extension office to brighten up our day, and she brought her most interesting 
plants to Master Gardener and Master Naturalist meetings, to share with her gardening friends.  She had all manner of plants, iris, pas-
sion vine, grapes galore, sunflowers everywhere, and roses, she loved. She always stayed after master volunteer meetings, to collect the 
coffee grounds, to feed them.  Of course, after she cleaned the coffee pots, she stayed to help the clean-up crew, and didn’t leave, 
until the last chore was done. 
When Tina and Merrill moved from California, she brought with her, a single pad of spineless opuntia, a.k.a. pear cactus, the yellow rose 
of Texas.  Obviously she had done her research and knew what would grow well here.  Of course it thrived and can now be seen 
throughout her gardens and landscape. She shared her cactus with everyone, especially her children, and it has now spread throughout 
the country.  Tina brought the yellow rose of Texas back where it belonged.  And just like her cactus, Tina made her home here, in 
her gardens.  The last of this year’s yellow cactus blossoms still linger in her gardens today. 
Tina loved wildlife.  She fed and nurtured them all.  A giant volunteer sunflower now blooms in her garden and will ripen its seeds this 
summer for her birds to enjoy.  She was always inquisitive, exploring the edges to find signs and clues, evidences of life. Discovery was 
natural for her.  Perhaps that is what drew us to her.  We learned from her, seeing the world through her eyes. Tina loved to crochet.  
She crocheted at the bowling alley, at master volunteer meetings, at home, everywhere she went.  Of course, she was always thinking 
of whom she would give her next piece of crochet art.  She gave her handwork to her family and friends, but she also crocheted to 
show her love for people, she didn’t even know.  As a volunteer for the Retired and Seniors Volunteer Program she crocheted baby 
hats, adult hats, baby blankets, lap robes, and afghans for seniors in nursing homes and infants in hospitals.  Some of her handwork 
even went to Indonesia through a Baptist Mission team. Ask her family what was most important to her, and they will tell you, her family.  She 
was a role model, and taught by example.  They said: “She was always willing to talk to them, and listen too.  She was always encouraging them, 
always smiling, and energetic, constantly busy, morning to night.  Crocheting, bowling, volunteering, gardening...She could never say no. Well-liked, by 
everyone.  Infectious smile, backbone of the family, always made sure the family was okay, very giving, constantly giving, people she just met, were 
friends instantly, she never missed an opportunity, to help others.”  Most unselfish person her children ever met...they all agreed on that. She taught 
them this, and more...Don’t give up, hang in there.  No matter how much, or how little you have, you always have enough to share with others. 
She never ran out of room in her house for guests.  She always made room. 
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Tina enjoyed “roughing it”.  Camping in tents, sleeping bags, and cooking on an open fire.  Rina related an outing at Arnold’s Ranch in California 
where the family ate the fish they caught, and cooked greens Tina collected from the wild, and Alden added, they even ate pancakes, she made 
from cattails.  Darrin related how his mother was always looking out for others.  She was leading a group of school kids from town on a nature 
trail this past fall and she asked them if they had water to drink, which they did not.  She just happened to have a case of bottled water in her 
car, she shared with them.  When they complained that it was not cold, she explained in the simplest terms, “it’s wet and it’s free”.  She taught 
them a couple of lessons that day...be prepared, stay hydrated, and return thanks for kindness.  Alden wanted to be here today, of course, but his 
mother told him to follow his dream, of leading an expedition to New Guinea, to make a documentary film for Animal Planet on a rare python he 
has been studying there for several years.  He is now back in Iowa preparing to leave with his film production company for New Guinea in a cou-
ple of days.  Just as Alden learned to see the natural world through his mother’s eyes, the world will soon see the natural world, through Alden’s 
eyes. 
Tina was happiest when she was doing what she loved, helping her kids, gardening, bowling, crocheting.  And it was a rare moment when she 
wasn’t doing, something.  She was always on the move, but always there.  Tina lived for others, her family, her team mates, her friends - picking 
up, filling in, first one there, last to leave.  Tina loved life, and shared her life unreservedly with us.  She was always ready for the next adventure, 
and we will all miss going there with her.  If my bets are right, Tina is exploring the heavens now, just as she explored God’s creation while here 
on earth.  Her days in this life are over, but now she lives eternally in the heavens with her Lord.  May God be praised.  While I was visiting 
with the family on Saturday, one of Tina’s bowling buddies Dee Jungerman came to visit, and left a poem with the family, which they wanted to 
share with you today.  The author is unknown, but it speaks for all of us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He put His arms around you, 

And lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful. 

He always takes, the best. 

 

So He closed your weary eyelids, 

And whispered, “Peace Be Thine”. 

Then took you up to Heaven, 

With His hands, so gentle and 

kind. 

God looked around his garden, 

And found an empty place. 

He then looked upon this 

earth, 

And saw, your tired face. 

He knew you were suffering. 

He knew you were in pain 

He knew you never would, 

Get well on earth again. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

But you did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 

The day, God called you home. 
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On behalf of myself and my entire family, I wish to thank all of 
you for all the cards, e-mails and support you have provided. Its 
a comfort to know that Tina had so many caring and loving 
friends. Thank you for everything you have done. Merrill Litherland 
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2006 STATE MG CONFERENCE—PHOTOS BY JOANNE FELLOWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ECLECTRIC 

GARDEN  

TOUR 

PECKERWOOD  

GARDENS 

2006 MG “LAST DAY OF CLASS” PICNIC—PHOTOS BY MARY MORROW 

 

 
April 25th was the last day of the 

2006 MG Class-after 17 long, maybe 

not so long, weeks-the Mentors 

treated the Interns to a Pot Luck 

Lunch at Mary Morrow’s Tranquil Wa-

ter Gardens.  It was 101 degrees ear-

lier in the week, but that morning we 

woke up to a cold blustery wind-and a 

little rain.  But  everyone donned 

their coats, enjoyed the good food, 

great friends, and had some fun... 

DEANNA MILES received her 

Propagation Certificate & Pin 

ARGYLE HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECT—PHOTOS BY MARIBETH LYNCH 
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CONTRIBUTING EDITORS ROTO TELLER STAFF 

Anne Banks...................................Class of  2001 
Darla Bostick.................................Class of  1997 
Annell Burns..................................Class of  2003 
Joanne Fellows...............................Class of  2004 
Gene Gumfory................................Class of  2005 
Marie Harris....................................Class of  2005 
Maurine LeBeau.............................Class of  2002 
Susan Randolph..............................Class of  2002 
 

Brent Bloechle..................................Class of 2003 

Lucille DelVicchio............................Class of 2006 

Clela Garrett......................................Class of 2006 

Mary Morrow............Editor..............Class of 2001 

Judy Riley..........................................Class of 2002 
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We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER, let us know what you like and don’t like— 
E-mail the Editor at ROTOTELLER06@aol.com, also send suggestions, comments, questions  

The Speaker's Bureau represents Denton County Master Gardeners through its diversified collection of timely 
horticultural topics. We welcome the opportunity to serve the community throughout the year. We receive 
requests from many local organizations, garden clubs, senior citizen groups, schools and libraries.  

If you know of a group that would be interested in having a Master Gardener speak to them, please contact 
Annell Burns at SpeakersBureau@DCMGA.com. I do ask that you give us as much advance notice as possible, 
four to five weeks would be preferable. Please list at least 3 topics you are interested in, the date and time 
of your meeting and approximately how many people are expected to attend. I will make every attempt to 
fulfill each request.  

TOPICS TO CHOOSE FROM: 

ABC’s of Indoor Plants  Designing a Topiary Propagation Guidelines 

Adaptive Gardening Fall Color in a Perennial Garden Scripture Herbs of the Bible,  
Still in use  

Ancient to Modern Design in a Topiary Firewise Landscaping Seasonal Decorating 

Attracting Butterflies to Your Garden Growing Beautiful Roses Soil Conditioning and How to Prepare 
Good Soil 

Attracting Wild Birds to Your Landscape Gardening in Small Spaces Surviving the Drought 

Companion Planting with Roses Keeping a Beautiful Yard Through 
Lawn Care & Maintenance 

Texas Superstars 

Container Gardening Master Gardeners Serve the Commu-
nity 

Three Keys to Successful Gardening 

Designing a Beautiful Landscape Planting with Natives Xeriscaping 


