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Congratulations 2005 Award Winners

Carolyn Tinner - 2005 President
During the Graduation/Awards/Installation of Officers Luncheon,

January 11th, several Denton County Master Gardeners were

recognized for their outstanding contributions during 2005.

The first Executive Board Award for Excellence recognized Maxine

and Joe Moore for their many hours of dedicated service.  At the

fall retreat, it was recommended that the Board recognize a

member for their ‘work behind the scenes’ and for 2005, the Board

chose to honor Maxine and Joe.  Interns in the class of 2001, rather

than be project managers, they have helped others with their

projects.  Through the years they have worked on various school

projects, Upper Trinity Regional Water District, LISDOLA, Oak Grove

Methodist Bible Garden, The North Denton Branch Library, Bayless-

Selby House, Children’s Arbor Day, the Garden Tour, Little Hands

on the Farm, annual class Round-Ups as well as the State

Conference.  

There were three People’s Choice Awards chosen by the general 

membership:

The Project Managers Award – ‘A member who stands out

for demonstrating their leadership abilities, innovative strategies

and positive results’ – Susan Musgrave - Project Manager for “Cool

Shade for the 3rd Grade.”

The Educator Award – ‘A member who stands out for

their abilities in the furtherance of DCMGA educational goals’ –

Annell Burns - Project Manager for the Speakers Bureau.

The Special Merit Award – ‘A member who stands out

because of demonstrated commitment to the association for at

least five years and is recognized by all as “one of the rocks” –

Peggy Durrett - Project Manager for the 2005 Texas Conference.

Our association recorded a total of 9,335 volunteer hours in 2005. 

Six Veterans With The Most Hours were recognized, each recorded

more than 300 hours:  Karen Archambault, Brigid Corbett, Linda

Krimm, Julie Levine, Mary Morrow and Carolyn Tinner.  Four

Interns  With The Most Hours were recognized:  Sybil Gordon,

Marie Harris, Debbie Siggelko and Rodney Sowalski, recorded

more than 150 hours each.

Can you say this 5 times?...Dues are due, Dues are

due, Dues are due, Dues are dues, Dues are

due...Have you done your yearly deed and PAID YOUR

DUES??? Mail to: Brenda Wellenreiter, DCMGA, 10181

Zipper Rd, Pilot Point, TX 76258 today...



2 Volume XI, Issue 1        March 2006

ARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARY

OUTDOOR LEARNING AREA
Kathleen Geilink & Shelli Stone - project managers 

FROM THE BEGINNING TO... 
     On August 22, 2005, the new elementary school in Argyle opened for the first day of school.  The new school is
set on top of a rise in Argyle, hence the name Hilltop Elementary.   At the back of the school between two wings is a
courtyard with three terraces for plants.  The contractors planted some plants in the upper two terraces but the
bottom widest terrace was left unplanted.
     In September the school counselor, Mr. Michael Ball, asked if I was going to work outdoors with the children in
the garden.  I assured him NO I wasn’t as I was working as a Registered Nurse and didn’t have much spare time.   He
said he’d like to do ‘something’ out the back for Red Ribbon Week and he also knew Ms Amy Brendel the 5th grade
science teacher  was interested in working out of doors with the children.  I asked him what he thought of doing and
he said ‘Oh, I’d like each child to plant a bulb during Red Ribbon Week and also to plant a tree in the front of the
school with the 5th grade Safety Patrol children.
     So the next obvious question was ‘How much money do you have?’  ‘About $120.00’, was the reply. I suggested to
Mr. Ball he try to find some funds before embarking on such an ambitious project, and in the meantime I went about
finding out exactly how much it would cost for the tree and bulbs.  Fortunately, Chief Tackett, of the Argyle Police
Dept., had set aside a fund for crime prevention and education.  This money was offered to Mr. Ball and he purchased
the tree and 1200 tulip bulbs.  
     On  Friday, the 14th of October, I went up to school to make sure water was available for the tree planting
ceremony,  Mr. Ball was having with his 5th grade  safety patrol on Monday the 17th at 7.30.  When I got to school I
noticed the tree was missing from the hole which had been dug and where the tree was being stored until the day of
planting.  Needless to say:

Argyle Crime Time
Volume 2, Issue 1, OCTOBER 2005 
Hilltop Elementary Celebrates Red Ribbon Week 

Hilltop Elementary School celebrated Red Ribbon Wee k this year from October 17-21.
Red Ribbon Week, which is a nationally celebrated d rug awareness campaign, was first
organized in 1988. Since that time the campaign has  touched the lives of millions of
children in an effort to educate them on the danger s of drugs and alcohol. 

The theme at Hilltop Elementary this year was “Grow ing Drug-Free Kids”. In honor of
the week, a red oak tree was planted to serve as a constant reminder of what the
week was all about. The 5th grade safety patrol mem bers were on hand on Monday
morning for the dedication of the new tree. In Dece mber, every student will have the
opportunity to plant a red tulip bulb which will se rve as a reminder in the spring
of the commitment that each child made during the f all. The school also celebrated
each day of the week with a different theme in whic h the kids and the staff dressed
up, starting with slippers (Slip into a drug-free l ife! ) and ending the week by
wearing a fun hat (Hats off to drug-free kids! ). 

In the sad but true category, the tree that was pur chased using community crime
prevention funds was stolen from the campus the wee k before. Reg Read, President of
Alexander’s Landscape and Irrigation, saved the day  by donating another tree to
replace the one that had been stolen. Anyone with a ny information regarding the
stolen tree is encouraged to contact the Argyle Pol ice Department. Hilltop
Elementary Counselor, Michael Ball, would especiall y like to thank Amy Young, David
Young of Bullfrog Irrigation, Kathleen Gielink, Reg  Read, Jackie Thomas, Holly
Kirby, Chief Tackett, and the entire school faculty  for making the week a fun and
purposeful experience for the kids.

Continued on Page 3
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FROM THE BEGINNING TO... 
     In the meantime Ms Brendel went to see the butterfly garden Bridgid Corbitt had established at Newton Razor
Elementary.  On the basis of this garden she wrote a grant application to the Argyle Education Foundation for the
establishment of an “Outdoor Science Lab”.  A $1,000.00 grant was awarded to her for the construction of an

outdoor learning area to be used by the teachers and children for science.  This amount was insufficient to complete
the construct of an outdoor science area so we appealed to the parents for support.  We received some financial

support in the form of donations from parents.  I was beginning to have sleepless nights about the funding until Jana
Weaver, President of the PTA, stepped forward and said the Argyle PTA would support the project and carry the
major portion of the funding.  Other parents like Shari Skaggs and Debbie Gibson asked for and obtained donations

of paving stone and flagstone. 
     We then needed the support of serious gardeners and people who really know what they’re doing when they’re
digging in the dirt.  I sought the help of the DCMGA,  and Mary Morrow (who really knows a thing or two about

gardening) stepped forward to help and brought along all the willing helpers she knows.  We had a meeting with Dan
Martinez, owner of Sublime Water Gardens, about the details of a pond and after considering the cost ($3,800.00),

Mary assured me we could do it with the help of the MG's.  
     We set up a work day – the 11th of February, for all the raised beds to be constructed and for the pond to be dug
and the lining to be laid.  This monumental task was achieved with the help of parents,  the DCMG's,  Argyle High

School honor society members, members of the community like Mr. Wayne Grissom and Mr. Brian Stone.
Mrs. Ulman (3rdgrade teacher) arranged for Mr. Cliff Davis, the parent of a pupil in her class, to donate a 5 ft steel

fence.  The fence and the pond were constructed on the weekend of the 26th of February.  
On the 23rd a trip was made to Forth Worth – Herrmann’s wholesale nursery – to purchase plants for another huge
work day.  All the plants were planted on Thursday 2nd March by hardworking MG’s under the very watchful eye and

leadership of Mary Morrow!  
     Future plans include the planting of a redbud alley, the construction of an entrance to the garden and

construction of an outdoor structure where the children and teachers are able to work.
     All this work would not have been possible without the very generous help and support of DCMG’s like Mary

Morrow, Judy Riley, Karen Archambault, and Shelli Stone.  Many MG interns stepped in to help -  Leah Knack, Dianne
Pence, Kamen Moynihan, Diana Kline, La Shawn Pennington, & Anita Maynor.  

     This was a tremendous learning experience for all to see – the travails of starting up a project from the very
beginning, and how essential it is to have the support of knowledgeable people.  In addition to  learning how to build a
pond,  I had the honor and privilege of working with people who obviously know a lot more about gardening than I do. 

Last but not least – the help of my very patient husband, Michael  (the unwilling MG) who has spent many hours
planning  and working and telling me how to plan and manage a project. 

We have another work day scheduled for Tuesday March the 7th at 8.30 am    - anyone interested in learning
something from a great bunch of people is welcome to join us.

THE END...NOT YET!!!

before... during... during...
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“I would never have found the little snowman on the Dec 2006 calendar page if you hadn’t given us a

preview of what he looks like.  Good to know when the party will be!  The web pages are wonderful...I

love the format of the member news.  Excellent job...DARLA

New Kids on the BlockNew Kids on the BlockNew Kids on the BlockNew Kids on the Block............
Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories...

Bernie Kay Brown...was
born in Justin, TX and has lived in Denton for
68 years.  Her garden passions are to have a
beautiful landscape at home and to be able to
identify plants a little better.  After she
becomes a Master Gardener she plans to clean
up her garden, use more mulch, less wildscape-
she has decided she doesn’t like the way a
wildscape “takes over”, and build a “screen”
across the back of her property to have more
privacy from neighbors.

Kimi Dailey...is from San

Antonio, TX and has lived in the Dallas area for
15 years.  Since she has always lived in Texas
she thinks gardening can’t be much different
here than many other southern states, she
learns by trial and error.  Her garden passions
are roses, perennials, growing flowers from
seeds, shrubs and helping neighbors with their
yards.  She plans to try new varieties of plants
and proper pruning techniques once she
becomes a Master Gardener.

Kathyrn Neiswender...
has lived in Ohio, Indiana and Florida.  She has
lived in this area permanently for 9 months,
but has owned a home off Hickory Creek for
about 4 years.  In Ohio and Indiana there is one
growing season, lots of beautiful perennials,
roses, lilacs, violets, iris, peaches, grapes,
sweet peas, and pansies.  In Florida there were
three growing seasons, they were constantly in
our garden, never a time to rest.  We had lots
of caladiums, roses (52 bushes), citrus trees,
and orchids.  Her garden passions are roses
(esp. Knock-out), clematis, columbine, herbs,
vegetables, pansies, wild violets, red bud, iris,
grapes and raspberries—just too many to list. 
Most of all she loves to have her grandchildren
with her in the garden, Shai Hallie, Johna Kilie,
Eva and Natalie, “as they grow up and I grow a
little bit older we are bound together by the
love of gardening and all that comes with it,
the birds, butterflies and little surprises.”  She
plans to make sure that something is blooming
in every space in her yard once she becomes a
Master Gardener.

L. Stubbs...is from Texas.  She loves watching things grow!  She has a large container

garden with a RED bed and a PURPLE bed.  She is constantly trying to work on improving her soil.  Her
biggest challenge is her four box elder trees!  Her plans after becoming a Master Gardener are ever
evolving...she does put in a wish for more rain!!!  Currently she isn’t able to garden much because she
is a graduate student at UNT in Education Administration with a minor in Science.  Her dissertation
will look at how sustainable building impacts student’s performance in school buildings.  She is a
program advisor at the Texas Academy of Math and Science and also a research assistant in the
Institute of Applied Science....questions anyone??? 

DUES, DUES, DUES, ARE THEY MAKING YOU BLUE...IS YOUR HEAD IN THE SHOE?

YESYESYESYES, THEY ARE DUE, DUE, DUE...SEND TO BRENDA WELLENREITER TODAY...
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We asked the Interns to write down “everything they wanted to know about Gardening, but were
afraid to ask”.    We then asked the Veterans for “all the answers”...

 I have a wildflower bank that is gorgeous 3 months of the year. I am looking for       
recommendations for the other 9 months, something that won’t take over the

wildflowers.  T Hanson

 Plant ornamental native grasses around the perimeter that will get tall enough to block
the view and give your wildflowers time to reseed,when it is time to mow you can mow
the wildflowers and grasses.   Mary Morrow

Would Buffalo grass be invasive in the wildflower bank? T Hanson

 I read an article by Neil Sperry and he said one of his biggest disappointments was
buffalo grass. It had not done nearly as well as he had expected here. I have noticed that
there are wildflower mixes with grasses in them for sale. The grasses are: Little Bluestem

(P)                         Schizachyrium scoparium, Sideoats Grama (P) Bouteloua curtipendula.    Judy
Riley    

Does planting garlic intermittently in the garden help repel mosquitoes, flies, etc. Are

there any other plants that will?

Garlic planted with roses does keep the aphids away.  Fay Saxinger

I don't know about the garlic, but I know firsthand that planting the "lemon" herbs helps
repel mosquitoes.  We have lemon thyme all around our swimming pool and never have a problem
with mosquitoes, but when it died out one summer, we definitely noticed the mosquitoes. Lemon

balm has the same effect.  Diane Wetherbee

 How do you get rid of Nut grass?

The only way I know to get rid of nutgrass is to pull or dig it out, sorry! Fay Saxinger

t's actually not a grass, but a sedge, so conventional grass killers will not impact it. You      
can identify nutsedge by its triangular stems. If you roll them between your thumb and

index fingers, if the weed is a true grass, its stems will be round. If you can feel a triangular shape you
have a sedge. Use a herbicide that is specifically for the control of nutsedge such as Image or Manage.
Read and follow label directions carefully. Late spring and summer will be the prime times for control. I
copied this from Neil Sperry:   “Even these things do not work completely.  You just have to
keep after it for 2 or 3 years.  I finally dug out a bed and put in new soil. That worked the

best.” Judy Riley

Nutgrass...dig, dig, dig.  Then dig some more.  You have to be persistent at digging,
because it will spread rapidly if you don't keep disturbing the underground rhizomes and

tubers.  Glyphosate can be applied if you don't object to chemicals, but that will kill everything
around it, too, and it's not really all that effective unless you keep applying it.  Diane Wetherbee

Thanks to all the Interns and Veterans who responded, stay tune for more...
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Flowers?, who needs Flowers? Flowers?, who needs Flowers? Flowers?, who needs Flowers? Flowers?, who needs Flowers? SusanSusanSusanSusan

RandolphRandolphRandolphRandolph
Nothing cheers the heart like a border bursting with blooms in all their myriad forms – spikes, cushions, stars and daisies,

singly or in clusters, in tight or loose panicles, tiny as lobelia or huge as Hibiscus.

Sadly, many perennials show us their best side only while flowering, which is to say, not very long. That's one reason for

planting all those different forms, with different

blooming cycles: Something is bound to be in color just about all the time. And then there are those few wonderful

perennials and shrubs – Dianthus ‘Firewitch,’ Geranium ‘Johnson’s Blue,’ Scabiosa 'Butterfly Blue,' 4-Nerve Daisy, the

Knock Out rose, to name a few -- that seem to flower forever.

But a handful of ever-bloomers do not a whole garden make, and there are situations – too wet, too dry, too dark --

where they won't grow well at all. So it's good to know there are plants out there for the perennial garden that needn't be

IN color to GIVE color. Or, more accurately stated, there are plants that are never NOT in color because their beauty

depends not on flowers but on foliage. Let's look at a few.

Artemisia 'OrientalArtemisia 'OrientalArtemisia 'OrientalArtemisia 'Oriental

Limelight':Limelight':Limelight':Limelight':    This lovely
spreader made friends fast

when it debuted a few years

back. Like most other

retailers, we listed it as

growing to 18" in height, as per the patent holder's specs.

Well, a foot-and-a-half, my foot! After two years in trials,

this plant was at my eye level. It's tenacious, to boot, a

difficult forb to eradicate once established. But its

virtues -- ease of care and jaunty variegation -- still

recommend it. Solution: Keep it bound, gagged & thirsty,

in a container or hemmed in by pavement where it can't

indulge its world domination fantasies.

HouttuyniaHouttuyniaHouttuyniaHouttuynia

ëChameleoní:ëChameleoní:ëChameleoní:ëChameleoní: Same story.

Don't turn your back on it, and

don't keep it wet all the time,

or it will take over. But in the

right situation, it's an effective, colorful filler for a

difficult place. But isn't that the dirty little secret of all

good ground covers?  Invasiveness is part and parcel of

their very definition. The very quality that makes them

valuable in the garden also makes them a headache, if

they're too loosely tethered.

Alternanthera or Josephís CoatAlternanthera or Josephís CoatAlternanthera or Josephís CoatAlternanthera or Josephís Coat: There are
four of them worthy of container gardens or mixed with

blooming spring, summer and fall annuals. ‘Purple Night,’

with maroon foliage; 'Crème de Menthe,' a cool green and

white concoction; and 'Grenadine,' my favorite, with

prettily-veined pointed leaves of red and pale chocolate.

The fourth and most colorful, 'Partytime’, features, wild,

irregular splashes of pink and smaller patches of white on

its green leaves. Sometimes the pink takes over an entire

leaf.

Persian Shield:Persian Shield:Persian Shield:Persian Shield: an annual
shade and water lover, is as

flashy as any flower in the

garden.  The variegation on this

lovely plant is purple and

iridescent silver.

Coleus:.Coleus:.Coleus:.Coleus:. Blends well with Sweet Potato
Vine and Purple Fountain Grass and can

handle the same cultural conditions --and

then some. Coleus isn’t just for shade. 

Almost all types thrive in morning sun, and enthusiasts

have been producing types with a rainbow of colors that

tolerate all but the strongest sun, even in our Texas heat.

‘Wild Lime’ is an excellent choice for brightly lit areas

out of direct sun, yellow/lime. ‘Saturn’ has green lava-

lamp markings ranging from large blobs to a mass of dots,

red/lime. ‘Inky Fingers’ has irregularly lobed green

leaves with dark black -red centers that add drama and

form to borders and containers.

  I dare to mention the ubiquitousubiquitousubiquitousubiquitous

Ipomoea, or Sweet PotatoIpomoea, or Sweet PotatoIpomoea, or Sweet PotatoIpomoea, or Sweet Potato

VineVineVineVine. This magnificent beast of a

plant is, in my humble opinion,

about to be as overused as the

‘Watermelon Red’ Crêpe myrtle. The landscapers in town

have gotten into the act and are starting to plant it in the

entrance ways of some subdivisions. Three plants will

overrun the whole corner.  There are now five different

colors to choose from: ‘Margarita,’ chartreuse, ‘Blackie,

dark purple, and least popular a green and two

variegated versions.

Ranunculus repens 'ButteredRanunculus repens 'ButteredRanunculus repens 'ButteredRanunculus repens 'Buttered

Popcorn'Popcorn'Popcorn'Popcorn': : : : This versatile plant is
effective as a shade ground cover or

as an accent for mixed containers. It

can be rambunctious, so think twice

if your soil is loose or sandy. It pretty much minds its

manners in our heavy Texas clay and is happy in sun or

part shade. I like it best in shady areas, where it’s bicolor

leaves, bright green with chartreuse edges, really light up

the place.

Large tropical shrubs such as the Sea Hibiscus Sea Hibiscus Sea Hibiscus Sea Hibiscus and the

Manihot (better known as Tapioca Plant) Manihot (better known as Tapioca Plant) Manihot (better known as Tapioca Plant) Manihot (better known as Tapioca Plant) will
grow to six feet tall and four feet wide in one season. The

bold tricolor and serrated shape of the leaves will make a

BIG statement to your neighbors. Lots of “WOW FACTOR”

in those two plants.



7 Volume XI, Issue 1        March 2006

Elephant Ears Elephant Ears Elephant Ears Elephant Ears look tropical even if
they aren’t. ‘Black Magic’ is a big,

graceful plant with heart shaped

purple leaves.

Canna, Hosta andCanna, Hosta andCanna, Hosta andCanna, Hosta and

Heuchera. Heuchera. Heuchera. Heuchera. Each of these
plants has flowers, but they

are not the main attraction

here. The bold, variegated

foliage of the 5’ tall ‘Pretoria’

Canna is striped in bright

yellow and green with a brilliant maroon edge. The

elegant lady of the garden, Hosta, can be blue, deep

green, chartreuse, or striped with wonderfully diverse

textures.

The majority of Heucheras or Coral Bells have purple-

bronze foliage in maple-shaped leaves. The ‘Plum

Pudding’ is a breath-taking burgundy with silvery netting

between the veins.

Grasses:Grasses:Grasses:Grasses: Sure they flower.
Everything does, except

ferns, cycads and my

neighbor's spiteful wisteria.

But they don't HAVE to bloom

to grace your gardens.

Ornamental grasses come in a multitude of genera and

sizes, from creeping to towering, and the colors available

run the gamut -- green, green with silver stripes and gold

bars, blood red, burgundy, pink, black(!) and a range of

browns.

Herbs! Herbs! Herbs! Herbs! They're not just for
the kitchen and the boudoir

anymore. Some are pretty

enough for prime time as

ornamentals, too, especially

variegated varieties like

Origanum vulgare 'Variegata'.

Variegation also ups the ante on several types of thyme

and mints.  The lavenders are generally well behaved,

but I caution you to be careful where you plant those

mints: Nothing short of kudzu runs faster.  

Succulents, especiallySucculents, especiallySucculents, especiallySucculents, especially

Sedum and SempervivumSedum and SempervivumSedum and SempervivumSedum and Sempervivum:
These plants' very adaptability

sometimes relegates them to

those barren places where

nothing else will thrive.

Sedums are famously tolerant of benign neglect, and

Sempervivum, a.k.a. hen & chicks or cat & kittens, are as

tough as an old boot. 

So there you have it. I'm not suggesting you abandon

flowers, merely pointing out that sometimes, the sidekick

deserves to be the star.  Here are just a few examples of

the non-flower flowers in their glory...

http://www.keyartistgroup.com/living_garden_video.htm    

LOOKING FOR THAT UNUSUAL GARDEN. NO ONE ELSE HAS???LOOKING FOR THAT UNUSUAL GARDEN. NO ONE ELSE HAS???LOOKING FOR THAT UNUSUAL GARDEN. NO ONE ELSE HAS???LOOKING FOR THAT UNUSUAL GARDEN. NO ONE ELSE HAS???

CHECK OUT THIS WEB SITECHECK OUT THIS WEB SITECHECK OUT THIS WEB SITECHECK OUT THIS WEB SITE
IF YOU ACCOMPLISH IT, LET THE GARDEN TOUR SELECTION COMMITTEE KNOW IF YOU ACCOMPLISH IT, LET THE GARDEN TOUR SELECTION COMMITTEE KNOW IF YOU ACCOMPLISH IT, LET THE GARDEN TOUR SELECTION COMMITTEE KNOW IF YOU ACCOMPLISH IT, LET THE GARDEN TOUR SELECTION COMMITTEE KNOW 

DUES ARE DUE

Who found the snowman?Who found the snowman?Who found the snowman?Who found the snowman?

Shari PrinceShari PrinceShari PrinceShari Prince Clarice LuceClarice LuceClarice LuceClarice Luce
Judy RileyJudy RileyJudy RileyJudy Riley Linda KrimmLinda KrimmLinda KrimmLinda Krimm
Darla BostickDarla BostickDarla BostickDarla Bostick Mary HaferMary HaferMary HaferMary Hafer
Karen ArchambaultKaren ArchambaultKaren ArchambaultKaren Archambault
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Your Hardiness Zone Has Changed
        Have your winters seemed warmer lately? They probably are! An updated version of the USDA
Hardiness Zones Map shows dramatic changes. Most gardeners will find they’re now in a warmer
zone than on the old map, which hadn’t been updated since 1990. Developed by the National Arbor
Day Foundation, the new map is based on 1990-2004 data from the same 5000 National Climatic
Data Center stations used for the old map. You can see the changes and check out your new zone at
http://www.arborday.org/media/zones.cfm. Scroll down for links to a full press release as well as
a comparison map that morph from old to new, showing the northward march of warmer
temperatures.
        Global warming is nothing to celebrate, but what gardener hasn’t longed to grow some plants
in their garden that weren’t quite hardy there? Now, perhaps, you can.

EVERYONE HAS PROBABLY SEEN THIS ON THEIR EMAIL OR ON THE TV - CHECK OUT

THE WEB SITES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION...

Termites & Mulch 

If you use mulch around your house be very careful about buying mulch this

year. After the Hurricane in New Orleans many trees were blown over. These

trees were then turned into mulch and the state is trying to get rid of

tons and tons of this mulch to any state or company who will come and haul

it away. So it will be showing up in Home Depot and Lowe’s at dirt cheap

prices with one huge problem; 

Formosan Termites will be the bonus in many of those bags. New Orleans is

one of the few areas in the country were the Formosan Termites has gotten

a strong hold and most of the trees blown down were already badly infested

with those termites.

Now we may have the worst case of transporting a problem to all parts of

the country that we have ever had. These termites can eat a house in no

time at all and we have no good control against them, so tell your friends

that own homes to avoid cheap mulch and know where it came from.

For more information: http://www.agctr.lsu.edu/termites/
http://citybugs.tamu.edu/IntheNews_Details.asp?ID_Key=425

Snowman is located in the December calendar of events.  So far in surfing the new newsletter, I think it is great...Karen
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SPEAKER’S BUREAU

ANNELL BURNS - PROJECT MANAGER

2005 EDUCATOR’S AWARD

I have always felt that the Speaker's Bureau is a vital part of our organization. Through our many
wonderful volunteer speakers we are able to reach out to many organizations and groups. I get
positive feedback from many of these organizations and they often request return visits. John

Cooper has often said that because he is unable to accept all of the many requests the office gets
for speakers, he is grateful to have an active Speaker's Bureau. We provide a valuable, ongoing

service to Denton County and surrounding areas

COOL SHADE FOR THE 3COOL SHADE FOR THE 3COOL SHADE FOR THE 3COOL SHADE FOR THE 3
RDRDRDRD

 GRADE GRADE GRADE GRADE

SUSAN MUSGRAVE - PROJECT MANAGER

2005 PROJECT MANAGER’S AWARD2005 PROJECT MANAGER’S AWARD2005 PROJECT MANAGER’S AWARD2005 PROJECT MANAGER’S AWARD

I decided to take on “Cool Shade for 3rd Grade” in 2005 as Project Manager, because my connections
are in the Lewisville School District. I had not been a manager for any project in 2005, so I felt this
was my calling. My children attended Highland Village Elementary, Briarhill Middle and Marcus High;
and I have been a substitute School Nurse for the district for several years. I felt this would be
another way to connect with the children in 3rd grade in the community that I reside in. I love being
a Master Gardener for Denton County and want to share my knowledge and talents with the
community.  When I heard, for the first time about Denton School District, I asked myself and the
few people that were around me at the time, “When are we going to do this for LISD?”  A  year
later, it was announced, the LISD will be included in the tree distribution. I just knew I should not &
could not  pass up this great opportunity.

2005 TX MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE2005 TX MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE2005 TX MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE2005 TX MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE

PEGGY DURRETT - PROJECT MANAGER

2005 SPECIAL MERIT AWARD

I decided to become the project manager for the 2005 Texas Master Gardeners Advanced Training
Seminar (conference) because it was my big idea! After attending a few conferences, I began to
wonder if Denton County MGs were ready and able to host a conference. Since interning in 2000, I
have been impressed with the quality of members, both "leaders" and "followers" -- usually being
interchangeable -- willing to take charge as well as lend a dependable hand in our various projects.
I felt confident the membership could pull it off. After researching the requirements (rather spotty
information at the time) and floating the idea by a couple of members and John Cooper, the
membership took a vote to prepare a proposal to the state meeting and the rest is history! From
germination to fruition, our fellow master gardeners rose to the challenge. While it was a LOT of
work, I think all who helped plan and participate had a great time. The conference was a great
success!

2005 AWARD SUBMISSIONS FOR 

2006 TEXAS MASTER GARDENER STATE LEVEL

PUBLICATION - 2005 TX MG CONFERENCE PASS-ALONG MANUAL

         PROJECT OF THE YEAR - PLANTS, BIRDS & ELEPHANTS            ASSOCIATION - DCMGA

R T looks great!  Know it was a lot of work but it is easy to follow...good job PAM   ps Thanks for including Lisa’s recipe!!!
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD MEETING 
MARCH 1, 2006

I CALL TO ORDER

President Sandy Hiatte called the DCMGA Board of Directors Meeting to order at 9:05AM.   Those in attendance were Karen
Archambault, Darla Bostick, John Cooper, Peggy Durrett, Janie Farler, Gene Gumfory, Kaye Gross, Sandy Hiatte, Carolyn
Tinner, Brenda Wellenreiter, Donna Wolfe and Mary Morrow. 

II MINUTES

The Minutes were submitted to the Board via email by Tracy Durmick, Secretary, and approved as written..  

III TREASURER’S REPORT

Brenda Wellenreiter, Treasurer, submitted the treasurer’s report with an ending balance of 13,288.63. Dues to the TEXAS
Master Gardener Association were paid.  There are 136 members on the roster, with only 61 members paying 2006 dues.

IV NEW BUSINESS

     A.  Darla Bostick, Garden Tour Project Manager, advised we still need a captain for Joanne Fellows garden.  She is
waiting for the other Captains to give her their work days schedule so it can be posted on the ROTO TELLER web site.  The
brochure is being proofed and will be ready to go to the printers soon.
     B.  Karen Archambault, 1st Vice President, submitted an updated report on the status of 2006 projects.
Selena Schindler volunteered to manage Redbud Days with intern La Shawn Pennington assisting. 
La Shawn will take over for Selena next year. She requested some of the Projects be changed to Committees, since they were
on-going.  Discussion was held and tabled for a later date.
     C.  Gene Gumfory, 2nd Vice President, submitted a report on the Ways and Means Committee.  He advised 1279
Caladiums were purchased and should be shipped around March 10th.  He advised he received a donation from Sonic of 4
tickets to the Dallas Arboretum, they will be raffled at the next meeting.
     D.  Janie Farler, Web site Project Manager, gave an update on the status of the answer desk.  She had looked at other
counties to check out the different set ups.
     E.  Kaye Gross, Program Manager, advised of the programs for the March, April and May General Meetings.  She has
Toby Hardy doing a presentation on “Organic Gardening” at the March meeting.  Kaye has set up a program on Asian
Gardening in April and a tour to a vineyard in May.  It was requested that the dates for the tour be switched to another month
due to the State Conf and the Garden Tour.  She will work on switching some programs around.
     F.  John Cooper, Ext Agent, discussed the changes to the Texas Master Gardener By-Laws regarding dismissal of a Master
Gardener from the program.  He requested during the DCMGA By-Law review this information be included.  He reported the
DCMGA Demo Garden is still on hold with TWU and is waiting for a response from TWU on their commitment to the
project.  If the response is not favorable other avenues will be looked at.
     G.  Mary Morrow, ROTO TELLER Editor, gave an update on the 2006 Scholarship.  An article was sent to area
newspapers advising of the March 31st deadline.  She also gave an update on the ROTO TELLER web site and March mailing
of the newsletter.
     H.  Sandy advised the charge for the Garden Tour in the past was $7 in advance and $8 the day of the tour.  She asked if
there should be any change.  Kaye made a motion to keep the admission charge the same as the preceding years, Mary second. 
All present approved.

III OLD BUSINESS  
     A. Sandy asked if everyone reviewed the By Law changes presented at the last meeting, the majority present had not.  The
changes will be reviewed at a later date.
     B. Sandy advised Janet Gershenfeld may be unable to coordinate the AV Committee.  It was decided that Carolyn Tinner
would purchase the equipment.  Sandi will know more by the next Board meeting.   
IV OTHER

     A. Sandy attended the Texas MG Board Meeting.  The state dues are due by March 1st.  We have paid the dues even though
we have not collected 2006 dues from all the DCMGA members.  Another reminder will be put in the ROTO TELLER. 
Members are not in good standing if dues are not paid timely.  The By Laws will reflect a Feb due date so we can meet the
Texas MG commitment.  She advised the following were submitted for 2005 State Level Awards: Plants, Birds & Elephants
for Project of the Year, 2005 State Conference Pass A-long Plan for Publication of the Year, and DCMGA as Assoc. of the
Year.
Sandy advised the password for the Members Only Texas MG Association Web Site is xxxxxx.
She gave the dates for the 2007 State Conf in Kerrville as April 13th and 14th. The 2008 State Conf will be in Abilene.
Sandy advised the TX MG Assoc. will provide $25 reimbursement for Specialized Training when service hours are
completed.  The Specialized Training for 2006 are Rainwater Harvesting, Oak Wilt and Plant Propogation.  DCMGA will
also be considering a reimbursement once a AT chairman has been selected.
Sandy advised the charge for Members Background Checks will be $10.  She requested discussion for increasing dues to cover
the cost.  Kaye made a motion to increase dues to $15.00 beginning 2007, Brenda second.  Discussion followed, due to the
cost of the background check, $10-once every 3 yrs=$3.33 per yr, also the increase in printing and mailing the newsletter
every quarter to all members=$3.20, a $5 increase per yr should be adequate, all present approved.  The meeting was
adjourned at 11:38 pm.
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Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall,

you don’t need color at all in...
Brent Bloechle

W
inter, in the Bloechle’s garden it is a time of dormancy, planning, bed preparation,

and praying for rain.  The soil and plants appear to be resting but much is afoot—buds are forming,
roots are growing, microbes are active, and with a little warm weather, yes, the insects are back.
Mosquitoes and butterflies in January!  It is just not right.

For the gardener this is a very busy time of the year, but time and attention given your garden
during winter gives you great rewards during the spring and summer seasons.  Instead of dashing
between snowflakes and rain showers, trying to extricate your garden boots from the mud, we have had
many warm, leisurely work days in the garden this year.

The perennials need to be trimmed back, leaves need to be raked, trees need to be shaped and
trimmed, and winter vegetables need to be planted.  The beds especially need to be mulched this year
to keep what little soil moisture we have had.  All of your yard waste should be ground up and recycled
into the compost bin or as mulch in your beds.

Winter is also a great time for the long delayed projects, such as enlarging the flower beds,
cleaning and prepping your tools, and expanding the compost bin—thank goodness for an energetic
teenage son.  Unfortunately, we have also had to water too much this year because of the drought.
Ugh, as if a high water bill isn’t bad enough in the summer!

By far the biggest activity and the most fun one is planning the new spring garden.  Look back
on the successes and the failures of the past season for opportunities for improvement and change.
For what fun is it to have a garden without change and the pleasure of new plants?  Be sure to try some
new plants or new vegetables this year.  We are going to plant a purple watermelon, a small ice box
watermelon, and some old bean varieties that grew at Jefferson’s Monticello.  So have fun planning and
preparing for a great spring.  Don’t forget to save perennial starts and other plants for the sale during
the Denton County Master Gardeners Spring Garden Tour at the “PLANTS FOR YOU AND YOURS” Sale.

It's BEAUTIFUL!! I love it and it's so-o easy to get around!!  That is once you figure out how to go into the link!! Dianne
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MARCH Honey Do List...MARCH Honey Do List...MARCH Honey Do List...MARCH Honey Do List...

Excerpt from the book titled “Dallas Planting Manual” from The Dallas Garden Club of the Dallas Woman’s Club

Plant

Summer Seeds:  Ageratum, Alyssum, Asters, Balsam, Celosia, Coleus, Coreopsis, Cosmos, Dianthus, Impatiens, Lobelia,

Nicotiana, Morning Glories, Periwinkle, Portulaca, Salvia and Sunflower.

Vegetable Seeds.  Beans, Cucumbers, Corn, Lettuce, Lima Beans, Mustard, Squash and Tomatoes.

Potted Seedlings.  Started in January can be set into open ground.  Protect from frost by covering with heavy paper or

burlap but never plastic.

Bare-Rooted Plants.  Leafed out specimens will not live

Gladiola.  Plant every two weeks for extended flowering.

Cannas.  Divide and replant every 3rd year.

Vegetable Seedlings.  Tomatoes, Peppers and Cauliflower.

Perennials.  Plant toward end of month:  Artemisia, Balloon Flower, Coneflower, Coreopsis, Daisy, Mealy Blue Sage,

Petunias, Rudbekias, Salvia Greggii, Texas Blue Bells and Yarrow.

Divide

Daises and other hardy perennials.  Re-pot houseplants.

Water

Step up waterings if spring rains are delayed.

Sprinkler System.  Be aware of sufficient rain and cut your sprinkler off during natural watering.  More water is required
in the spring when plants are actively growing.

Fertilize

Pansies and Chrysanthemums.  Light application of fish-oil, liquid manure or commercial fertilizer. Water often.  Good

drainage is essential.

Naturalized Bulbs.  Fertilizer high in nitrogen after blooming period.  Allow foliage to remain to bring food to the bulb for

next year’s bloom.

Roses.  First feeding with balanced fertilizer.  Repeat every 6-8 weeks.

Lawn and Grasses.  At the end of the month, lower mower blade height to remove dean leaves, then fertilize with 4-1-2

or 3-1-2 ratio with sulfur and trace minerals or ½” well-aged compost.  Scalping the spring lawn is no longer considered

the appropriate procedure.

Trees and Shrubs.  If not done in January or February.  Hint.  Do not fertilize spring-blooming shrubs such as Azalea,

Camellia, Indian Hawthron, etc. until bloom is finished.  Rapid growth will cancel blooms.

Prune

Ground Covers.  Asian Jasmine, Liriope, Monkey Grass, Trailing Euonymus and Vinca.  Cut back early in the month to

encourage new compact growth.

Shrubs.  Remove winter damage.  

Control

Fire Blight.  While flowers are on Pyracantha, Pears and Hawthorn, use organic agricultural streptomycin to stop fire

blight spread by insect pollinators.  Any wood contaminated by fire blight should be removed and burned.

Slugs, Snails and Pill Bugs.  Place beer traps or mechanical traps.  Spread diatomaceous earth.  Protective masks should

be worn when spreading this airborne material.

Cutworms.  Bury a cardboard collar 1” deep around stem of newly “set-out” tender plants.

Fruit Tree Borers.  One of the few insects against which chemical controls are often used.  Chlorpyrifos is formulated for

borer spray.  Use again in August.  The organic control is rotenone/pyrethrum.  Stressed trees seem more susceptible,

especially the newly planted.

Aphids.  Combat with strong water blasts with hand held garden hose.

Whiteflies.  Use yellow sticky traps.
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ARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARYARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARYARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARYARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARY

OUTDOOR LEARNING AREAOUTDOOR LEARNING AREAOUTDOOR LEARNING AREAOUTDOOR LEARNING AREA
Kathleen Geilink & Shelli Stone - project managersKathleen Geilink & Shelli Stone - project managersKathleen Geilink & Shelli Stone - project managersKathleen Geilink & Shelli Stone - project managers

THE BEGINNING

UNLOADING SUPPLIES POND CONSTRUCTION

RAISED BEDS COMPOST FENCE

WILLING HANDS “UNWILLING MG” THE PLAN DRC

THE END?...

NOT QUITE...

STAY TUNE...

FOR INFO CONTACT

ROTO TELLER Staff

  Brent Bloechle.................Class 2003

 Lucille DelVicchio.............Class 2006

 Clela Garrett...................Class 2006

 Mary Morrow.....editor......Class 2001

 Judy Riley......................Class 2002

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

         Carolyn Tinner.......................Class of 2002

         Susan Randolph......................Class of 2002

         Kathleen Geilink.....................Class of 2002

We hope you enjoy  your FIRST QUARTERLY ROTO TELLER

Please send suggestions, comments, etc to the editor...




