
Brazoria County

Here's the Dirt

Beginner Farmer Cohort at Harvest
for the Hungry 03/02/2024

Texas Community Futures Forum
03/06/24 @AgriLife Office 5:30 pm

Spring Plant Sale 03/09/2024
Brazoria County Fairgrounds 9am

March Board Meeting
03/12/2024 9am @BEES 

March General 
Meeting 
03/15/24 @AgriLife Office 10 am with
Texas Garden Guy
11 am Business Meeting

JMG Lesson at Harvest for the
Hungry03/16/2024

Tomato Basil Bash 03/16/24 9 am to
12 pm @AgriLife Office

2024 Intern Class 8:30 am @BEES
03/07/2024
03/14/2024
03/21/2024
03/28/2024

Good Friday- County Offices Closed
03/29/2024

It seems as though Spring is beginning to burst forth in
Brazoria County. I’ve been seeing Redbuds announce spring
with their beautiful purple flowers. My St. Augustine, while
still rather pitiful looking from last summer’s brutal heat and
drought, is starting to show signs of waking up. The Flame
Acanthus in my front flower beds are putting on small green
leaves. The  temperatures seem to be warming up and the
days are getting increasingly longer. Before you know it,
we’ll be smack dab in the middle of summer wishing it was
spring again. What signs of spring are you seeing?

Now that we know we can safely prepare for the season, it’s
time to focus on what you’ll be planting next. Are you a
diehard vegetable gardener or do you prefer the beautiful
blooms of our Texas natives and perennials? I do a little bit
of both. I have some veggies and herbs in a stacked vertical
container. It’s placed right where I can see it when I come
home everyday so that this busy Extension Agent doesn’t
forget to attend to her plants. The natives in my front
landscaped beds have been pruned back and most are
starting to emerge from their battle with winter. And of
course, I’ve treated my lawn with pre and post emergent
herbicides to control those pesky weeds. As soon as my St.
Augustine has been mowed twice and it’s actively growing,
I’ll apply a slow release fertilizer to it. 
I say bring on Spring with all it’s beauty and picturesque
colors. What about you?
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Mike Layman comes to us as a transfer from Orange County Master Gardeners.  As a transfer
from another county, he jumped in with both feet to become a vital member of our organization.
He was an active volunteer for our citrus and seedling sales. He has a ready smile and is always
willing to help wherever he can. He recently took over the Blue Bottle Garden and has begun its

transformation.  
Thanks for joining our organization, Mike! We need more pictures of you! And we can’t wait to

see what you accomplish with us in the future.
Congratulations, Mike!
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March Horticulture Hero:
Mike Layman



 We truly have an amazing group of individuals within the Brazoria County Master
Gardener Association. I wanted to make
sure that we recognize and fully appreciate our volunteers on more than just a
yearly basis. That's where this program comes in to play. I would love for you to
send me your nominations for a monthly Horticulture Hero. The requirements are
simple. Just send me an email with a paragraph explaining why this individual
should be nominated for this award. I will make the final decision each month
and
then award that person at the General Meeting. Some examples could be: above
and beyond service at an outreach event, behind the scenes planning and
coordinating, or even an outstanding presentation to a local group, The
possibilities are endless.  Get your nominations to
me by the last day of the month. Email me : kimberly.mayer@ag.tamu.edu
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Nominate a Horticulture Hero
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Upcoming Continuing
 Education Opportunities
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Spring Plant Sale
Happening 03/09/2024  

9 am to 12 pm at the Fairgrounds 
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February Outreach Volunteers

HUGE SHOUTOUT to all of you who helped with the Fruit and Citrus Tree Sale as well as the Veggie
Seedling Sale. We could not have pulled it off without you!
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February Outreach Volunteers

Thank you to members who volunteered to lead or
 assist at the 2024 Intern Class

Members shown:  Ruth and August Aimone
Not pictured: Kimberly Mayer, Rose Wagner, Loretta Allen, Linda Ulmer, Joy

Hargett, Cindy Ducros and Ann Hughes. 
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February Outreach Volunteers

Thank you to members who volunteered to lead or
 assist at the February BCMGA outreach events! Members pictured: Rose Wagner,

Chamane Barrow, Jan Baldwin, Intern Nadiyah Phelps and Horticulture Agent Kimberly
Mayer. 
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Agent's Corner

Here’s a snapshot of the 2024 Program Plans that we have
coming up! Lots of great events! 
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Agent's Corner

Be sure to join us for the Tomato Basil Bash taught by our very
own Brazoria County Master Gardeners and guest speaker Dr.
Joe Masabni. Click here to attend and for more information.

https://brazoria.agrilife.org/event/tomato-basil-bash/
https://brazoria.agrilife.org/event/tomato-basil-bash/
https://brazoria.agrilife.org/event/tomato-basil-bash/
https://brazoria.agrilife.org/event/tomato-basil-bash/


Love gardening and taking care of your lawn, but sometimes feel like
all the terminology is overwhelming? No need to worry. We've got

you covered! Tune in here each month for a #HorticultureHint from
our very own Horticulture Agent, Kimberly Mayer. She'll give a

detailed explanation of terms that you may not be aware of or just
weren't sure what they mean.
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Agent's Corner
This month’s Horticulture Hints

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/horticulturehint?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVgO61n8UKyfAiO60-cZ7nC1jM7Eaq60gn5o8X35vFJNkEuwvyRriutVBoG1kqVGMnFlefZ0Llhg-aZYNlizzuW7y3krpsGXo456q5we-sZewC4TLn_Ux1SqBKCuGthfFFqm_qKCGtBrVBMTnwKnhUtOIDPZz4lm83kSe3y6e4D5QCwuRY68lPFh0-dB6qDqyU&__tn__=*NK-R
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What’s Growing On?
Gardening with our Brazoria County Neighbors

By: Andrea Hickey
Brazoria County Master Gardener

Debbie Price is a member of the 2024 intern class, and she recently volunteered at the BCMGA 2024 Fruit and Citrus Tree Sale, where we had a
chance to meet and enjoy the delicious offerings of our amazing hospitality volunteers! Debbie’s favorite things about gardening are when
something planted from seed comes up, when the flowers begin to bloom, and hummingbirds, butterflies, and bees.

BCMGA: How did you learn about BCMGA and the intern opportunities, and how long have you been gardening?

Debbie: I saw the sales in the past from advertising and also had a friend go through the intern program a few years ago. I've been trying my
hand at gardening for several years, learning as I go, and I’m excited to be able to learn from the BCMGA.

BCMGA: What led to your interest in gardening?

Debbie: Fresh veggies are delicious, and I love flowers in the yard.

BCMGA: Do you have childhood gardening memories?

Debbie: My grandmother loved flowers in her yard—she helped me plant some before she passed. I tend to find myself gravitating to the flowers
she grew. Great memories of her!

BCMGA: How do you share gardening with others?

Debbie: We make salsa and share with family (they love it, so it goes fast). Any veggies we have we also share with family and friends.

BCMGA: What is your favorite crop to grow?

Debbie: So far tomatoes and peppers, but we are trying a few additional things this year. Onions, potatoes, and cucumbers—we are going to try
making pickles.

BCMGA: What gardening activities are you looking forward to in the coming months?

Debbie: I'm ready to get spring plants in—it's hard to wait this time of year.



Writers wanted!

If you enjoy writing about gardening and would like
contribute an article or two to our newsletter,

please feel free to reach out and let me know. I'd
love to have you participate in this newsletter. I

am looking for short but informative articles that
speak to a variety of interests. It can be a question

that you get quite often from friends and
neighbors or maybe a subject that is near and dear
to your heart or we can do something like a plant

or tree of the month and share some great
information on that.  If you are interested, email

me at kimberly.mayer@ag.tamu.edu.
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JMG Lesson at Harvest for the Hungry -
March 16th

 from 9am-11am

*We could really use a lead teacher on this
date. I will be at the Tomato Basil Bash and
unable to present this lesson on Recycling.
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Community Outreach Needs

*Please reach out to Preston or Ellen Armistead  to sign up or for more
details.
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Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service

21017 County Road 171
Angleton, TX 77515

979-864-1558
https://brazoria.agrilife.org/horticulture/

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/brazoriacountymastergardeners

Brazoria County Horticulture - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service


