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Summer is upon us and we are 

thankful for the recent rains to help out 

thirsty plants grow. Since we had such 

a warm winter, gardens are somewhat 

ahead of schedule with a lot of crops 

already in production. The Master 

Garden Demonstration garden in 

Bellville (pictured above) is in full 

swing with onions, carrots, squash, 

cucumbers already being picked. 

Volunteers are needed for the flower 

beds and for the rose garden by the 

railroad tracks in Bellville as well as 

some of the gardens in Sealy.  

Congratulations to our new interns and 

a special congratulations to our interns 

who have garnered enough hours to be 

full- fledged Master Gardeners! 

With our summer months and great 

gardens come great garden pests. 

Among the most aggravating is the leaf 

footed bug. These pests have a needle-

like piercing-sucking mouthpart through 

which they suck plant juices. The 

puncture is what causes the spot and 

deformation that you see on tomatoes. 

They will attack other vegetables as 

well. But tomatoes seem to be their 

favorite, at least in my garden. They 

also inject a toxin into the fruit.  If you 

peel the skin, the tissue below is 

somewhat corky or spongy, with a mass 

of silvery white cells.  While the 

damage is serious for commercial fresh 

market tomatoes, the home gardener can 

cut out the spots and use as canned 

pieces and the undamaged portion can 

be consumed. Hand picking is the best 

way to get rid of them, but insecticides 

such as permethrin, cyfluthrin, or 

esferivalerate can be used to control 

them as well as other bugs. Don’t use 

permethrin on fruit sizes less than one 

inch in diameter. Observe the days to 

harvest period recommended and wash 

fruit before using. This information  
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comes from the Galveston County Master 

Gardener site under the direction of 

William M Johnston, Ph.D., County 

Extension Agent-Horticulture and Master 

Gardener Program Coordinator.  The 

article was written by Master Gardener 

Carol Jean Hebert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trouble with gardening is that it does 

not remain an avocation, it becomes an 

obsession. 

Phyllis McGinley, The Province of the 

Heart 
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           Rudbeckia hirta 
 

 

Black-eyed Susans are some of the 

prettiest flowers you see in the summer.  

The roads are lined with them and they 

freely grow wild wherever they can. The 

plant is a rough, hairy plant about 1-1 ½ 

feet tall and usually found in a bush-like 

clump of many plants. Leaves are 

alternate, 1-4 ½ inches long, and lightly 

toothed.  They have many branches, 

each with a single flower head at the 

end, 1 ½ -2 inches in diameter, but may 

have an attached branch with another 

flower head on it. The ray flowers are 

yellow, often drooping at the ends, 

resembling a coneflower, but the center 

is brown and not so high. They are 

annuals, but will come back freely on 

their own. I find that if you water them, 

they will force out most weeds on their 

own.  (Source: Texas Wildflowers, by 

Campbell and Lynn Loughmiller. 

 

Here are the chapter meeting sites and 

dates for the next several months. 

6-27-17            W.E. Hill Center, Sealy (1000 
Main Street) Plants around the roadway 

7-25-17            Washington Co. Sales Facility 
Brenham (1305 East Blue Bell Road) 

8-22-17            First Baptist Church, Columbus-
Gravel Road Arts, Gourds 

9-26-17            W. E. Hill Center, Sealy (1000 
Main Street) Wild Birds Unlimited 

Remember, if you need hours and can’t 

find anything on the sites we have for 

members, you can email the volunteer 

website or one of the board members and 

they can get you some information.  The 

email that comes out monthly with 

updates has info on where to get CEUs. 

 

Have a Happy Summer! 

 

 

Faye Beery 
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…I know that if odour were visible, as colour is, 

I’d see the summer garden in rainbow clouds. 

 

Robert Bridges, 

‘Testament of Beauty’ 
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