
 

        
 

Letter from the President 

 

 

 

Happy August, everyone. Although it’s still 

hot, I’m looking forward to the fall and 

thinking of what I can plant. I’m also starting 

to get a bundle of fall catalogs advertising 

fall plants. One of my favorites is from High 

Country Gardens. They are located in Santa 

Fe, NM, but have a lot of native plants from 

Texas that are very waterwise. They have 

pages of salvias, columbines, daisies and 

echinacea. One of my favorite features of 

their catalogs is their pre-planned garden, and 

my current catalog has a butterfly and 

birdwatcher garden that contains salvia, 

Maximillian sunflowers, red yucca, and more 

for a total of 15 different plants that fit a 

7x12’ garden. They illustrate how to place 

the plants for maximum effect. While I have 

some of these plants already, they aren’t 

planted together. They have smaller pre-

planned garden examples as well.  

 

 

This issue of the catalog listed seven reasons 

why you should plant in the fall: 

1.  80% of a plant’s root growth occurs in 

late summer and fall, so plants establish 

better root systems. 

2. Milder temperatures and more 

dependable rainfall help plants 

acclimatize. 

3. Fall soil is warmer and more 

conditioned than spring soil, making 

root growth easier. 

4. Pests and diseases that might otherwise 

attack young, vulnerable plants lessen 

with cool weather. 

5. Less water is required as plants go 

dormant during the winter. 

6. Fall planted perennials bloom more 

profusely the following spring 

7. Plants with an established root system 

better withstand heat and wind the 

following summer.  

They also have ornamental grasses and bulbs, 

many of which are grown in this area.  Their 

selections can be seen at 

highcountrygardens.com.   
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Fall vegetables will need to be planted in the 

coming months, I’ve already started some fall 

tomatoes, and will shade them for the upcoming 

days which are looking to be the hottest of the 

season. Cruciferous vegetables can be planted in 

the next couple of months for fall harvesting, and 

since I have so much trouble with gophers, my 

son in law and I built a raised bed box for the 

winter veggies. It’s waist high, so I also don’t 

have to bend over to tend the vegetables.  

Another plus for raised beds. The picture is on 

my Facebook page for those who want to look at 

it. 

 

We have a Bluebonnet Master Gardener 

Association Facebook page on which we are 

posting pictures and educational information as 

well as announcements. For those who missed 

the last meeting, I posted our garden chairman’s 

companion planting guide.  It’s an excellent list 

of plants that can go together (I only posted the 

first page) to help deter pests and encourage 

beneficial insects.  Harold also writes the next 

article on fall planting. 

 

Be sure and read the proposed bylaws and 

policies and procedures. We will vote on them at 

the next meeting which will be held in Bellville. 

See you soon! 

 

Faye Beery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Nothing is more beautiful than the 

loveliness of the woods before 

sunrise.” ~ George Washington 

Carver 

Letter from the 
President, continued 

 



 

 

   

 

The Ice Plant 
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This succulent is outstanding as a ground cover 

for full sun in areas such as ours prone to 

drought. I grow mine in unamended soil, and it 

just absolutely flourishes but can be invasive. 

Being invasive means you will love it or hate 

it. The hardy ice plant is known botanically as 

Delosperma cooperi and is a native of southern 

Africa. It is a low growing plant reaching about 

3 to 6 inches in height with lush, succulent 

leaves. The psychedelic, fuchsia colored 

flowers might make you think the daisy family, 

but it belongs in the Aizoaceae, the fig-

marigold family. The ice plant forms a thick 

web of stems and prohibits most weeds except 

the prostate spurge and the chamber bitter from 

growing. Fortunately, these weeds are fairly 

easy to pull out. The flowers open during the 

day and close at night. One note, however, is 

that it is not suitable for foot traffic as it is a 

succulent. The spring flush of flowers is 

simply incredible, and is the showiest of all 

succulents in my view. The hot, blazing sun 

just seems to keep those flowers coming.  It is 

cold hardy in our zone 8. The two paramount 

requirements is full sun and good drainage. 

Finally, the hardy ice plant is the “poster child” 

for drought tolerance. Dry, sandy, or gravelly 

soil conditions are no problem. These plants are 

easy to transplant with a little bit of water and 

follow-up watering for about a week to ten days. 

They should then be on their way.   

 

You might consider as a companion to the ice 

plant a Lemon Ball sedum that has flashy yellow 

blossoms. This contrasts with the hot pink of the 

ice plant and makes a striking combination. 

Both of these plants can be safely planted in 

early spring or late fall, but they need 10 to 14 

days to become established. 

 

 

Happy Gardening 

 

Harold Pieratt-BMGA 

Garden Projects Chair  
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“Flowers always make people better, happier 

and more helpful; they are sunshine, food and 

medicine for the soul.” ~ Luther Burbank 
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