
 

  

            
 

Letter from the President 

 

 

 

 

As I write this, a cool front has come 

through and it actually feels like fall.  

Although I know it won’t last, it does 

make me think about fall planting. I’ve 

seen some good ideas for landscaping 

with edibles for those who don’t have 

a garden space or the inclination to go 

that route. Try planting some winter 

vegetables and herbs in those flower 

beds that have begun to decline as the 

days grow shorter and the summer 

ends. Most herbs won’t freeze, (with 

the exceptions of basils) and the winter 

vegetables will last until it gets hot 

next year. “Red Giant” mustard or 

“Osaka Purple” mustard and “Rhubarb 

Red” Swiss chard contrast well with a 

variety of mums, daisies, etc. Redbor 

kale is a gorgeous ornamental edible 

with large, deep purple curly leaves. It is 

packed with nutrition, and is almost too 

pretty to eat! Lacinato kale has a smoke 

blue color with long thinner leaves. It is 

an heirloom native to Italy, and is used 

extensively in soups and stews.   

 

Even plants like eggplant, which has 

beautiful purple stems and leaf veining 

can be used in the landscape. Pair them 

with shorter white plants like alyssum, 

which can help with pests. Not only will 

they give you food, but they look great 

also. Borage, with its tall purple flowers 

and chives, which have a pink or white 

tall flower also do well in the flower 

beds. Red Pak Choi, a vegetable, and 

Blood Veined sorrel, an herb, are other 

showy edibles that will grow well in the 

flower garden. Mesclun mixes also have 

colorful salad blends and grow quickly 

and easily. They also can reseed 

themselves if left to go to seed. 
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“I love spring anywhere, but if I could choose I would always greet it in a 

garden.” ~ Ruth Stout 



  

 

 

 Next meeting will be October 28th in 

Flatonia at the Arnim Museum with a tour 

of the gardens. See the calendar for 

details. 
 

 

See you there! 
 

 

Faye Beery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God made rainy days so 

gardeners could get the 

housework done.” ~ Author 

Unknown 
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Multiplying Shrubs 
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While I have never thought about propagating 

my shrubs, mostly because I don’t have very 

many, the Organic Gardening magazine has 

provided an article on how it’s done. The best 

plants for layering consist of rhododendron, 

climbing rose, clematis, viburnum, camellia, 

forsythia, aucuba, among others. Here are the 

steps they suggest: 

 

1. Use a young branch that can be bent 

easily to touch the ground forming an 

S-shaped curve. 

2. Loosen soil to a depth of about 6 

inches, adding compost and mix well at 

the spot where the branch will touch 

the ground. 

3. Make a shallow notch on the branch 

where it will touch the ground.  This 

should be about 1 foot from the 

branch tip. 

4. Dip the cut part of the branch into the 

ground about 2-3 inches and secure it 

to the ground.  A wire landscape staple 

(or florist staple) will work. 

5. Stake the branch tip where it emerges 

from the ground to keep the branch 

upright. It will also help you remember 

where you put the cut part. 

6. Level the ground, add soil and mulch 

and put a stone or something which will 

help keep it in place. 

7. Water regularly, the roots will form best 

if the soil remains moist, but not 

waterlogged. 

8.  Monitor progress.  In a few months, 

check the ground to determine if the 

branch has formed roots and when a 

healthy root system has formed, you 

can cut the new plant from the parent 

plant and transplant it to its new home. 

That sounds pretty easy, unfortunately, I don’t 

have any of those plants, maybe I’ll purchase a 

forsythia and try it!   

 

Happy Gardening!  

   

Faye Beery 
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“It was such a pleasure to sink one's hands into 

the warm earth, to feel at one's fingertips the 

possibilities of the new season.” ~ Kate Morton, 

The Forgotten Garden 
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