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President’s Perspective
Member Engagement

By Teri Marceau

Phete by Danishilalena comdGIF

Last maonth | talked about community engagement as one of three focal points of our 2023 board. | asked,
“how would you grade our association in that area?”. This month | would like you to consider how you perceive
our engagement with one another. Looking at the GIF above, are you a black bird or are you the blue bird
sitting on the wire?

You've heard it said, “Birds of Feather Flock Together”

CBCMGV (Certified Bell County Master Gardener Volunteers) are not immune to this fact. Although we are all
part of the human [ace we are different in many ways and come from a variety of backgrounds. WWe have one
common interest, yet some prefer roses, and some prefer herbs; | can list many more differences however,
gardening is our commonality.

We don't only serve our community we serve one another. We can be encouraging or discouraging. While |
may think | am an encourager | can get stuck in my ways or look for change when change isn't necessary, what
about you? Which statement is encouraging or discouraging, “this is the way we have always done things” verses
“I know we have done {fill in the blank) for a long time, is there a way we can improve?"?

With the former statement we tend to get the same old results as well as stifling the overall growth of the
association. One way we can get stuck in this mindset is when we don't become the blue bird among the black
birds. The latter statement is more of a question we should be asking each other. By asking this question we
foster innovation and energy. How do we create an atmosphere of encouragement? Ask yourself, am | in “this is
the way we have always done 7" camp or are you on the side of, *how can liwe improve?"?

We've seen members come and go, some due to life circumstances, but did you know that we have lost
members bacause of the way someone has talked to them or because we can appear to be closed minded to
new and innovative ideas. While we have guidelines from TX A&M that we all agree to follow, we need to have
compassion for each other. If each of us is willing to listen, learn, and implement new ideas as well as fostering
a positive environment, we will find that CBCMGA members involvement will break through the 50/20 rule.

VOLUNTEERISM
Find the right opportunity: What are your volunteer goals?;

= Would you like to work with adults andfor o Community Gardens?

children? o Educate via article or speaking?
+ Do you prefer to work alone or as part of a » Committee Chair or member?

team? » Join the board?
» Are you better behind the scenes or do you » Make friends within the association and

prefer to take a more visible role? within our community?
How much time are you willing to spend?
* What skills can you bring to CBCMGAVs?
+ What causes are important to you?'

Join a committee or run for office. Whatever your contribution to the association, get involved and
make a positive difference!

1 hitpssiwww. helpguide arglarticleshealby-Ivingholu ntearing-and-its-sumprising -benafite. him
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Certified BCMGA Volunteers

By Teri Marceau

.

When was the last time you read the BCMGA code of conduct? The reason we say the words genuine,
impartial, generous, and kind together at each general membership meefing is to remind us of how we are to
conduct ourselves as representatives of the Agrilife extension office.

While we continue to look for new community alliances we are honored to collaborate with multiple
companies within our county. For years we have worked with Temple/Belton Feed & Supply, McCoy's Hardware,
Hidden Falls Nursery, etc. This year the newest nursery in town, 93 Nursery, joined our family by provided the
roses for our Spring plant sale. These affiliates and others play a vital role in supporting cur association.

It has been brought to my attention that some of us are representing themselves as BCMGAVs while
doing business at our partners and not meeting the “KIND" in our 2023 moto. First, we are to conduct ourselves
with the highest standards. Per the code of conduct number 7" Master Gardeners should not display credentials
or give the appearance of being @ Master Gardener at a place of business unless that location is designated as
an approved educational activity by the Extension Service."

It is a privilege that our affiliates give us discounts and partner with our plant sales, and much more, one
that we should not take lightly. Moving forward it is expected that all certified master gardeners treat everyone
with utmast kind professionalism. If you do business with any of our partners, be sure to treat them and their
employees with integrity due the title of certified master gardener volunteer.

.
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TO JULIAN HANCOCK FOR HIS TERM AS
g THE BLOOMING BELL EDITOR FROM “ |
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https://www.wildflower.org/learn/guide-native-plant-gardening
https://watersmart.tamu.edu/files/2016/04/Benefits-of-Native-Plants-ERPT004.pdf
https://www.npsot.org/resources/native-plants/
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Photos by Jessica Dunmire — (Left) Ag Agent Floyd Ingram explaining how to read pesticide labels; (Right) Master
Gardener Glenn Melton sharing the merits of mulch in the garden

|

April has proven to be another full month for Bell County Master Gardeners and interns.
During April, interns took part in presentations and hands-on experiences to further expand
their knowledge base. The first class of the month took place on April 3. This class was jam-
packed with information! At the beginning of the class session, Bell County’s Agricultural Agent,
Floyd Ingram, presented vital information about pesticides and our organization’s protocol for
using them and informing the public about their use. Following this presentation, Master
Gardener, Glenn Melton taught the class about the basics elements for creating compost and
using mulch in the garden. The lesson of the day wrapped up with a short presentation from
the class instructor Dave Slaughter himself about drip irrigation and his personal rainwater
harvesting system.

Photos by Jessica Dunmire — (Left) M&ster Gardener Class instructor, Dave Slaughter teaching drip irrigation; (Right)
Dave Slaughter observing his class and grading homework
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Class time on April 10" featured a presentation by Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M
Entomologist for Travis County all about Entomology and IPM (Integrated Pest Management).
This class offered a basic overview of most of the types of bugs to include Lepidoptera,
Coleoptera, and Orthoptera. Wizzie Brown’s passion for the subject really shone through as she
talked about her favorite insect, the cockroach (much to the chagrin of many interns). Her
presentation emphasized the role that insects play in the overall garden ecosystem and their
biological components. Also important to the interns’ learning experience, Wizzie was sure to
discuss the preferred plants, food, and specific predators for different types of insects.

For the 14t
week of classes
(April 17%), interns
attended a hands-on
workshop and
presentation in the
Learning Center
hosted by Master
Gardeners Karen
Colwick, Carol

“oskeleton from a

| between two molts Morisset, Gary
Slanga, and Jan
George. The
workshop was the
perfect opportunity

for interns to learn how asexual
(Above) Photo by lessica Dunmire — Wizzie Brown, Travis County propagation works for a variety of

Entomalogist describing insect growth stoges

plant types and species. Karen
made the lesson very accessible as an introduction for interns to the concept and broke down
the types of wood/stem used for different types of propagation examples. The interns created
three different do-it-yourself (DIY) propagation set-ups. Master Gardeners first led the interns
to create a small “greenhouse” set-up for several different types of plant cuttings. This was
done in several ways. One of these DIY propagation greenhouses utilized an old 2-liter soda
bottle and a regular plastic planter pot. For another of the projects, Gary Slanga taught interns
how to create a self-watering propagation pot by placing an intact clay pot inserted into the
center of a plastic planter pot that contained plant cuttings surrounding it. Another of these
projects had interns learning to use a recycled gallon milk jug cut in half horizontally, lined with
a coffee filter, filled with soil and cuttings, and then taped shut to recreate greenhouse-like
conditions. The workshop touched on the basics of propagation and division for several
different varieties of plants, including procedures for bulbs, corms, and rhizomes. Every intern
took home one of each of their own attempts at these DIY projects, along with at least one box
full of shared cuttings for more propagation practice at home, a sample bag of custom soil mix,
and more.
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(Above, Left) Photo by Berlin Rodriguez — Carol Morrison teaching propagation techniques for semisoft/semi-hard
woody stems; (Above, Right) Photo by Kim Tompkins — Karen Colwick organizing the intern classes’ propagation
workshop materials; (Below) Photo by Kim Tompkins — materials set up to be used by interns to create several small
propagations during the workshop
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On April 24™, the 14™ class week, interns were hosted by Gabriel Valley Farms at their
facility in the small town of Jonah. Gabriel Valley Farms is an organic greenhouse growing
operation and an important supplier for the Bell County Master Gardeners’ Spring Plant sale.
During their usual class time, interns and instructor Dave Slaughter met outside of Gabriel
Valley Farms. The class was then led through a thorough tour of the property, and a member of
Gabriel Valley's staff provided an explanation of various greenhouse operations and
procedures. At the end of the tour, interns had the opportunity to ask questions about
greenhouse management and then were allowed to purchase some plants for themselves
before heading home.

The intern class of 2024 has only two more classes in May to attend until the final exam
and graduation!

(Above, Left) Photo by Kim Tompkins — Interns walking through Gabriel Valley Farm’s historic “gin™ which
is now used for potting propagations, bagging and preparing soil mixtures, and storage; (Above, Right) Photo by
Kim Tompkins — The view inside one of the many greenhouses on the property; (Below, Left) Photo by Jessica
Dunmire — Majority of the intern class group pictured learning about the sales staging frames directly behind them;

(Below, Right) Photo by Jessica Dunmire — Hackberry Emperor Butterfly with an injured wing that accompanied
interns on their tour
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