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Countdown to the Spring Plant Sale 

By Barbara Ishikawa 

Saturday, March 23, the Bell County Master Gardeners 

will hold our annual Spring Plant Sale at the Cadence 

Bank Center (Expo) in the Assembly Hall.  You may re-

member that last year we had over 1,200 contacts and 

sold out by 10am.  The Spring Plant Sale is our largest 

fund raiser and a great way to meet your fellow master 

gardeners and members of the community we serve. It’s 

going to be a lot of fun and we can use your participation! 

The following information was presented at the Plant Sale 

meeting on Wednesday, February 28: 

• A floor plan with information tables, check-out lanes 

and plant zones was reviewed and finalized. 

• Expo staff will be setting up tables and chairs for us 

by Friday morning 

• We will be taking black, multi-level tables with us 

along with signs (green back drops), Ask a Master 

Gardener materials, and more, on Friday morning. 

                                                        (continued on page 5) 
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Monthly Meetings           

 

WEDNESDAY SERVICE DAYS: First & Third Wednesdays, 8:00-11:00 am, is a 

Master Gardner workday at the Extension Office. (2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 

prior to meetings).  

We have demonstration beds all around the facility. Bring a friend who 

may be interested in becoming a MG or just a friend of the BCMGA. Come 

for an hour or two or four. The Grounds Focus group will continue guiding 

the grounds until there is a director and associate director installed. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

General Membership Business Education Meeting: Meets Wed., March 

13th. Fellowship time 9:00- 9:30 a.m..  

We will be hosting the business portion of the meeting on Google Meets 

for those who cannot make it for personal reasons (this will not include the 

educational portion of the meeting). Look for the online meeting link in the 

weekly events email from Monique Armas. We will meet in person at the 

Harris Community Center, 401 N. Alexander St., Belton. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Board of Directors Meeting: Beginning in 2024 our board of directors’ 

meetings will be held as a hybrid meeting. Look for the link in the weekly 

events email from Monique Armas. All of our meetings will be held in the 

extension office and will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m..  

Upcoming Meeting Dates:  March 27th | May 29th  

 

http://maps.google.com/?q=1605+N+Main+St+Ste+102++Belton%2C+TX+76513-1966&markers=size:mid%7Ccolor:blue%7Clabel:Office&sensor=false
http://maps.google.com/?q=1605+N+Main+St+Ste+102++Belton%2C+TX+76513-1966&markers=size:mid%7Ccolor:blue%7Clabel:Office&sensor=false
mailto:bell-tx@tamu.edu
tel:+1254.933.5305
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                                                      Monthly Meetings (continued)                      

Bulb Interest Study Group: Please join us for our March meeting at 1:00 on March 20. Please check the VMS for details.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Herb Study Group: NO THIRD WEDNESDAY MEETING IN MARCH! 

Please contact Tracy Brown for further information: bcmgtabrown@gmail.com.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Killeen Municipal Court Community Garden: Meets every Saturday at 9:00 a.m. Please contact Monique Armas at 

justasimpleplantlover@yahoo.com  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP DESK: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to Noon & 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The help desk needs a lead volunteer for 

Tuesday mornings. 9:30 AM. If interested in earning education & volunteer hours, please contact Kathy Love 

lkathy021@gmail.com. 

THE BLOOMING BELL      FEBRUARY 2024 THE BLOOMING BELL      MARCH 2024 
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THE BLOOMING BELL      August 2022 
President’s Perspective 

Teri Marceau 

 

Certified Texas Master Gardener Volunteer 

What do you think of when you see or hear this title? Or what is the implication when you see the title Extension Master 

Gardener or Master Gardener Volunteer? Do you think it is an honor or privilege to be recognized as any one of these? These 

questions encourage me to consider whether I fully understand the position of master gardener or not. 

As a Bell County certified master gardener volunteer (CMGV), I know that I am trained by Texas AgriLife Extension Services in 

the field of Horticulture. If you haven’t read the updated Management Guide, I highly recommend that you do. It may help clarify our 

role as CMGVs. We are ambassadors for the Bell County AgriLife Extension office, representing our Agent(s) as well as the TXMGs, 

and should be conducting ourselves with the utmost integrity. How do I know what is expected of me as a Bell County Master 

Gardeners Association (BCMGA) volunteer? The definition is in the TXMG Volunteer Agreement (MGVA) that we sign every three 

years. We also have a Code of Conduct (CoC) that is part of the state’s management guide and can be found on our website. A good 

rule of thumb is to review these documents annually to confirm that our conduct is in line with what is expected.  

When representing the BCMGA at an approved event, please be sure to sign up in the Volunteer Management System (VMS), 

wear your master gardener credentials and an article of clothing with our current logo (if appropriate) when serving the public. We 

must maintain a neutral attitude when volunteering as CMGVs, which means that no matter your religious or political views, you 

should leave them at home. Any handouts or information dispensed by BCMGAs should be research-based on behalf of TX AgriLife 

Extension or other approved sources, i.e., EarthKind™, or Texas Superstars®. 

We are to “consistently exhibit a positive professional manner toward and about TX A&M AgriLife Extension Service, the Master 

Gardener Program, the Master Gardener Coordinator, other Master Gardener Volunteers (emphasis added), other TX A&M AgriLife 

employees, and clients.”  I implore you to refrain from talking negatively to, gossiping, or slandering one another in any way. I am 

certain you have heard it said, “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say it at all.” Any such impropriety of the Code of Conduct or 

MGVA will not be supported or tolerated. Recall the article on conflict resolution and act accordingly (If you happen to unintentionally 

offend someone, please apologize).  If a violation of either the MGVA or Code of Conduct occurs, please do not hesitate to take 

action by kindly reminding the offender of our CoC. If that doesn’t resolve the problem, please inform one of the executive board 

members, and we will consider the appropriate direction to take. If we do not come to an agreeable resolution, all parties will meet 

with our County Agent.  

Please recall, BCMGAs are to be GENUINE, IMPARTIAL, GENEROUS, and KIND (with humility) to the people we serve and to 

one another. We have a wonderful organization that serves the people of Bell County and beyond, which will continue to grow, so let’s 

consider how we represent ourselves, each other, and our county.  

 

 

March is Plant Sale Month! 
Where: The EXPO 

Set-up: March 22nd 

When: March 23rd 

And more Plant Sale activities leading up to the sale. Sign up in VMS 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, March 27th 

10:00 am 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

• Plants have been ordered and confirmed with vendors; deliveries are scheduled for Friday throughout the morning.  

Yes, we’ve ordered 50% more plants than last year!  Full list will be available before the sale on our website. 

• Something new this year: several volunteers will be sharing their knowledge of garden tool maintenance and sharp-

ening with interested shoppers.  Other information tables include Ask A Master Gardener, Seed Saving, Rain barrels 

and Herbs. 

• We will have coffee, tea and water for volunteers on Friday.  A pizza lunch will also be provided. 

How can you get involved? 

• Watch for the plant lists and do some research on plants that interest you so you can help answer shopper ques-

tions.  We’ll need extra experts in vegetables and perennials. 

• Volunteer for day of the sale activities (Saturday, March 23): customer service, plant specialists, talliers, cashiers, 

clean up crew and many others. 

• Volunteer for set-up day (Friday, March 22): organizing plant tables, pricing, plant prepping, signage, information 

booth set-up. 

• Before the sale (starting now): create and share advertising, research to create plant profiles, spread the word 

Note: Although the VMS event sign-ups are for the full day, you may choose to volunteer for a shorter duration.  A more 

detailed schedule will be developed once we have the group of volunteers and assignments. 

Send a text (817.716.5604) or email to barbara.ishikawa@gmail.com and let her know if you’d like to assist. 

mailto:barbara.ishikawa@gmail.com
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Backyard Biodiversity: Dandelions 
by Nicole L. Elmer, Biodiversity Center at The University of Texas at Austin 

Some make wishes while blowing their seeds into the wind. Others eat them or use them in medicine. And others frown when they see them pop-

ping up on their lawns. These are dandelions, probably a plant that just about everyone can identify, and one that evokes a range of emotions. 

The scientific name of the is Taraxacum officinale. It’s a flowering herbaceous perennial plant of the family Asteraceae (Compositae). T. officinale is 

one of two species of dandelions widespread in North America. The other is the red-seeded dandelion, Taraxacum laevigtum, which appears very 

similar except in its fruit color and morphology. The word “dandelion” comes the French dent de lion (lion’s tooth) from the fact its leaves look like 

lion’s teeth. It is native to Europe and Asia, and was imported originally to North America as a food crop. It occurs in all fifty US states. The state of 

Wisconsin actually has the most acres of cultivated dandelions. Here in Texas, it’s interesting to note that large portions of counties have not re-

ported the existence of dandelions. They do tend to be more urban growers. 

Dandelions are relatives of the cultivated lettuce, Lactuca sativa. Members of the lettuce tribe (Lactuceae) share similarities in flower morphology 

and the production of usually milky latex. 

The plant has jagged deeply-toothed basal leaves that grow about two to sixteen inches long. It produces exclusively ligulate flowers, which are 

strap-shaped and contain both stamens and an ovary. The sap contains milky latex. The signature yellow flowers are followed by showy round 

seed heads. The plants are apomictic, which means they set seed without the need of pollination. 

This is one reason the common dandelion is such a prolific producer. A single plant can produce around 5000 seeds a season. These seeds are 

carried by the wind for several hundred feet, and don’t need colder temperatures before germinating. It can grow in most soils, so it’s easy to un-

derstand how they show up just about anywhere. 

Their abilities to proliferate easily causes headaches for some in agriculture. Their seed spread can contaminate crop and forage seeds. However, 

they can be a great source of nutritional diversity for pollinators in monocultures like blueberry farms. T. officinale is also food for the caterpillars of 

several butterflies and moth species (Lepidoptera), such as the tortrix moth (Celypha rufana). There are also several species of birds that eat the 

seeds. Since the plant is an early spring bloomer, it provides a much-needed pollen source. 

People also eat dandelion. Most of it can be eaten, actually. The leaves have a mustard green flavor, and can be eaten raw or cooked. They are 

nutritional and very high in beta carotene, vitamin C, vitamin K, and iron. The root 

can be baked and ground into a powder to serve as a chicory substitute, (the relat-

ed taxon, Cichorium intybus, is chicory) and are also a source of the sugar substi-

tute inulin. Flowers are used in dandelion wine, of which there are many recipes. If 

you are interested in eating dandelion, we advise you to not pick plants from sites 

where there have been pesticides, herbicides, or any other chemical in use. 
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Backyard Biodiversity: Dandelions (continued) 
by Nicole L. Elmer, Biodiversity Center at The University of Texas at Austin 

The common dandelion also has medicinal uses. Its species name notes this as officinale means ‘of the apothecaries’ or ‘medicinal.’ The plant has 

been used in Traditional Chinese Medicine for at least 2000 years. Although the uses range from treating skin problems to protecting the liver, the 

plant is mostly noted as a diuretic. The French have a common name for the plant that humorously notes this: pissenlit, a noun composed of a 

conjugated form of the verb pisser (to piss). 

Thank you to George Yatskievych, Curator in the Billie L. Turner Plant Resources Center 

SOURCES 

Betkowski, Bev. “Why you might want to leave those dandelions alone” Phys.org June 28, 2020. (accessed online: https://phys.org/news/2019-06-

dandelions.html) 

Elmer, Nicole L. Backyard Biodiversity: Dandelions. https://biodiversity.utexas.edu/news/entry/backyard-biodiversity-dandelions 

Edible Wildfood: Dandelion, Taraxacum officinale (accessed online: https://www.ediblewildfood.com/dandelion.aspx) 

Introduced Species Summary Project: Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) (accessed online: http://www.columbia.edu/itc/cerc/danoff-burg/

invasion_bio/inv_spp_summ/Taraxum_officinale.htm) 

Photos by Barbara Ishikawa and April Marek 
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https://biodiversity.utexas.edu/collections/plants
https://phys.org/news/2019-06-dandelions.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-06-dandelions.html
https://www.ediblewildfood.com/dandelion.aspx
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/cerc/danoff-burg/invasion_bio/inv_spp_summ/Taraxum_officinale.htm
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/cerc/danoff-burg/invasion_bio/inv_spp_summ/Taraxum_officinale.htm
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Turfgrass and Weed Control 

By Glenn Melton 

Without a doubt the most popular turfgrasses in Bell County are Bermudagrass, St. Augustinegrass, and Zoysiagrass.  

This article will address how to care for and maintain these warm-season grasses as well as lawn care maintenance in 

general, including fertilization, irrigation, and other pertinent areas of concern.  Finally, we will go over weed control 

measures and proper application of pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicides. Lastly, we will review a lawn mainte-

nance calendar developed by TAMU that addresses tasks that should be completed on a monthly basis. 

Turfgrasses.  

Bermudagrass is aggressive and spreads by stolons (above ground stems) and rhizomes (below ground stems). It is this 

aggressive characteristic that labels it as “invasive” in agricultural environments. It is drought and heat-tolerant with ex-

ceptionally low disease potential. Bermudagrass is available in both seed and sod, making it widely available for home 

lawns, athletic fields, and golf courses. 

St. Augustinegrass is a course-textured grass popular for home lawns and considered the most shade tolerant of the 
warm season grasses. It grows best in warm temperatures ranging from 80 to 95F and will become brown or off-colored 
during winter dormancy. It is susceptible to diseases such as large patch and take-all-root rot, and chinch bugs may pre-
sent a challenge during summer months. Also, St. Augustinegrass requires more moisture that other warm season 
grasses and is not available in seed. 
 
Zoysiagrass is a course-textured grass that has characteristics similar to Bermudagrass and is maintained in much the 
same manner. It spreads by stems above and below soil level and is popular for home lawns, golf courses, and athletic 
fields. Zoysiagrass is relatively free of pest problems and is susceptible to Brown Patch and Rust diseases however, it 
usually recovers when environmental conditions change. Zoysiagrass turns brown after the first hard frost but is among 
the first warm-season grasses to green up in the spring. It may be difficult to source this grass locally, so online purchas-
ing should be considered. 
 
These warm-season grasses should be mowed at a height of 1 ½ to 2 inches every 5 – 7 days. Do not remove more 
than one-third of the leaf surface during any one mowing. Mow St. Augustinegrass at 2 ½ to 3 inches. It is best not to bag 
clippings as they provide nutrients for the soil.  If clippings are bagged, use them in your compost as a source of nitro-
gen. 
 
Before starting a fertilization schedule, you should obtain a soil test to determine the health of your soil. The test results 
will dictate the type of fertilizer required to ensure maximum health of your lawn. In the absence of a soil test, apply a 
balanced fertilizer with a ratio of 3-1-2, such as “15-5-10” or 21-7-14”. Fertilize your turfgrass in spring after about the 
third mowing, and the grass has a healthy stand of green. Apply one pound of nitrogen per 1,000 feet and reapply in 
about 8 to 12 weeks as needed. 
 
It is more beneficial to water your lawn deeply once than it is to water more frequently at a shallow depth. Water to a 
depth of six inches every five to seven days depending on weather conditions.  
 
Weed control. The best form of weed control is a healthy, dense, actively growing lawn. The homeowner faces threats 
from broadleaf weeds, weedy grasses, and sedges that invade the lawn on a continuous basis.  
  
These weeds are controlled through the application of pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicides at established inter-

vals throughout the year. Apply these herbicides only on a lawn that is healthy and not under environmental stress. Read 

the product label and confirm that the product is appropriate for the targeted weed and follow all application procedures 

as directed.  
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Apply pre-emergents in the spring when the soil temperature is about 55F and water in the herbicide if rainfall is not soon 
expected. The pre-emergent will remain on the soil and kill weeds upon germination. After a period of about twelve 
weeks, the pre-emergent granules become degraded and are no longer viable. A Fall application may be applied to con-
trol Annual Blue Grass and other grassy and broadleaf weeds that emerge in the Spring. 
 
Apply post-emergent when temperatures are at 70F or higher, and weeds are actively growing. Do not water in this herbi-
cide unless directed by the label instructions.  
 
NOTE:  Both pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicides contain such chemicals as MSMA, 2-4 d, Dicamba, and others 
that may be banned in your County. Contact your county extension agent before applying to confirm whether they are 
safe to use and not banned in your county. 
 
Even though the calendar below addresses requirements for Bermudagrass, in general, monthly requirements and proce-
dures are applicable for all warm season grasses. Differences in mowing intervals and heights, moisture requirements, 
and herbicides applied will vary slightly. Read product labels carefully and do not deviate from the instructions provided.  
 
 
 
 

 
Resources: 

Aggieturf.tamu.edu 
AgriLifeExtension.tamu.edu 
AgriLifeToday.tamu.edu 
AgriLifeExtension.tamu.edu/solutions/weed-control-turfgrass 
Ask2.Extension.org 
AgriLifebookstore.org 
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Common Purslane is found in over 40 eco-regions, world-wide.  It has become adapted to almost all conditions.  Being 
made of 90% water, this plant has become a must ground cover for drier, hot, drought-like conditions.  As a matter of 
fact, it thrives.  
 
You probably have it in your yard and hate it!  Well, you shouldn’t.  
 
With a red stem, it has alternating continuous leaves at each joint. It comes across as almost succulent-like.  Yet, it 
crawls along the ground, better than an ice plant.  It creates small, yellow flowers (self-fertilizing), will produce an abun-
dance of seeds that can remain in the ground for decades, before sprouting.  One section of the stem with the leaves 
can drop on the ground and create another plant.  So, if you really do not want it, be sure to hoe it out completely and 
do not leave any pieces lying around. 
 
Now for the ‘juicy’ section:  Purslane has more Omega 3 fatty content than spinach.  It is also considered to have high 
levels of antioxidants and to possess anti-inflammatory and diuretic properties, in addition to its ability to soothe the skin 
and treat wounds.  Overall, this ‘weed’ is considered a super-food plant for all its qualities for liver and digestive issues, 
psoriasis, higher beta-carotene, and potentially for diabetes (Research is ongoing). 
 
It can be cooked as a substitute for spinach in most recipes.  It has a slightly sour, tart, salty taste.  (Depending on har-
vesting) It is good for pickling, stews, soups, salad, and tomato dishes.  It works well as a thickener for soups and stews 
because of its mucilaginous nature.  
 
Most places outside of North America use this ‘weed’ daily for livestock foraging, me-
dicinal, and culinary uses. Harvesting for the best flavor should be done early in the 
morning. 
 
Purslane grows well in any soil type, which explains why it is everywhere and natural-
ized in so many ecoregions.  You can plant by seed or sections of the stem.  This plant 
is easily harvested and regrown throughout the season.  Just cut back to about two 
inches, and growth returns.  Well-watered purslane is better tasting.  It usually dies 
back at the first frost.  This versatile plant also has been known to drain salt and con-
taminates from soils.   
 
So, like the dandelion, maybe you should embrace Mother Nature’s 
‘Weeds’.  Remember this, a weed is only a mis-placed plant. 
 
 
https://extension.wvu.edu/lawn-gardening-pests/news/2020/08/05/common-purslane?utm_source=facebook 
 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3934766/#:~:text=Origin%20of%20purslane%20is%20not,%2C%
20and%20Asia%20%5B14%5D. 
 
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/common-purslane-portulaca-oleracea/ 

 

https://extension.wvu.edu/lawn-gardening-pests/news/2020/08/05/common-purslane?utm_source=facebook
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3934766/#:~:text=Origin%20of%20purslane%20is%20not,%2C%20and%20Asia%20%5B14%5D.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3934766/#:~:text=Origin%20of%20purslane%20is%20not,%2C%20and%20Asia%20%5B14%5D.
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/common-purslane-portulaca-oleracea/
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Intern Class Report - February 2024 

By Jessica Dunmire 
 

 

Photo by Kim Dowell; BCMG Intern group after transplanting cabbage and turnip seedlings in the class demonstra-
tion bed on February 28th 

 

 With both the Bell County Youth Fair and the Home and Garden Show taking place during February, it was a 
busy month for our Master Gardeners and Interns alike! Interns participated in both events and attended weekly classes. 
Many interns also attended the monthly membership meeting, Herb and Bulb Study Groups, and spent time at the 

Killeen Municipal Community Gardens.  

Each Wednesday, Master Gardener Interns attend class in the Bell County Extension office classroom for class 
time from 1 pm-5 pm. Dave Slaughter, director of the new class, has invited various speakers and experts on their sub-

ject to give presentations each week related to the week’s educational focus.  

 

 Week 4 of the intern class schedule (February 7th) was particularly jam-packed with fun, learning, and service 
opportunities for the interns. The Bell County Youth Fair took place from February 5th through February 9th. As a condi-
tion for graduation from the Master Gardener intern program, all interns must volunteer for at least four hours during the 
Youth Fair event. Interns participated in a variety of ways, from checking in contestants on the first day, setting up/

breaking down display areas, and acting as project “watchers” to protect entries from guests’ curious fingers. 
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The week’s class time featured a presentation on vegetable gardening by Bell County Master Gardener Sylvia 

Maedgen. The presentation focused on essential components for creating and managing a vegetable garden, such as site 
selection, planning, soil preparation, plant selection, and more. Among the many pearls of wisdom imparted during her 
presentation, Sylvia emphasized the importance of planting veggies that your family likes. No one has to rush out and 

plant Brussels sprouts if you don’t like them! 

On Saturday (February 10th) during Week 4, Dave Slaughter and the intern class met in the pouring rain at the 
Killeen Municipal Court Community Garden grounds. While there, interns received education on planting potatoes, went 
on a tour of the “orchard,” enjoyed snacks made by interns Viola Ming-Copsy and Denise Wolf, and weeded the demon-

stration beds. 

 

  

Photos taken by Jessica Dunmire: Gary Slanga (left) during his fruit and nut tree discussion; Dirk Aaron (right) of Clear-
water pointing out underground water on a map. 

 

Class time for Week 5 fell on Valentine’s Day. The educational topic of focus for the week was fruit and nut trees. 
Presented by Gary Slanga, interns learned important information about the selection, health, harvest, and common con-
cerns of growing fruit and nut trees in Bell County. Additionally, Gary shared his love of grapes and some wisdom about 

the history of native grapes in Texas.  

 Also on Valentine’s Day, many members of the intern class attended their first-ever Monthly Membership meeting 
for the Bell County Master Gardener association at the Harris Center. The meeting featured a lovely spread of treats and 
eats and a presentation by Kiley Moran from Texas A&M Forest Service about Firewise USA and fire prevention planning 

for the landscape.  

 

 The following Wednesday, Week 6 (February 21st), featured a presentation by Dirk Aaron of the Clearwater Un-
derground Water Conservation District. Clearwater, which works to protect aquifers and manage the use of groundwater 
in Bell County, is an essential component in ensuring the conservation of this precious resource for future residents and 
businesses. His presentation was chock full of current facts and historical insights about the people and processes in-

volved in protecting our underground water resources. 

 After Mr. Aaron’s time, Bell County Master Gardener President Teri Marceau, along with Master Gardener Karen 
Colwick, led a brief instructional discussion about the design, construction, and use of rain barrels. Finally, the afternoon 
ended with the entire class working together to create rain barrels on the grounds next to the Learning Center. Teri and 

Karen were nearby to help interns get their barrels just right. 
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Photos by Jessica Dunmire: Karen Colwick (left), and Teri Marceau (right) emphasizing the importance of water as a finite re-
source; Gil Eckrich (below) sharing information about Mexican Buckeyes. 

 

 Week 7 for our intern class (February 28th) featured a lively presentation by Gil Eckrich, Ornithologist for Fort 
Cavazos, about native and adaptive plants that attract pollinators such as hummingbirds and butterflies. Gil’s sense of 
humor, animated speaking style, and superb story-telling abilities imparted practical information about native plant varie-
ties for our area and created a lasting impression on all who were present. After his presentation, the intern group met in 
the demonstration beds to plant cabbage and turnip seedlings which were started together during Week 2 (January 

24th). The class also chose to add bush beans to their plot.   

 Although March is looking to be a slightly shorter month with the week of Spring Break off for the interns, three 

Wednesday classes are still scheduled, and the Spring Plant Sale will keep the intern class members busy.  

Photo by Randy Brown 
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BCMGA Plant Swap & Pot Luck 

By Barbara Ishikawa 

What’s a plant swap?  It is a great way to turn some of your “extra” plants into something new!  It’s also a great way to get 

to know what your fellow master gardeners have been growing.  This event will be held on Wednesday, April 3, from 

11:00am to 12:45pm in the Learning Center. 

How will it work?  Bring one or more plants to swap or give away.  For each plant you bring you will receive one ticket 

which can then be turned in for a plant from any other master gardener.  Your plants may be purchased, grown from seed, 

dug up, divided or otherwise propagated.  They must be planted in a container and labelled with common name and some 

level of care instructions.  If your plant is known to spread aggressively, include that information on the label. 

What plants can I bring?  All plants are welcome!  Perennials, native plants, herbs, vegetables, other annuals, succulents, 

trees and houseplants would all be appreciated by your fellow gardeners. 

What if I don’t want to take more plants home?  If you have more than you need, please bring your unwanted plants to 

share with others.  There is no requirement that you take home more plants. 

Is it only plants? No, if you have unwanted, gently used gardening “stuff” you may also bring it along to share: Books, 

magazines, decorative pots, or small gardening implements, etc.  Please no stacks of plastic pots though. 

Since this event will take place over the lunch hour, we’d love to have some goodies to munch on.  Salads and light 

snacks would be appreciated.  A sign-up sheet will be sent via email late in March.  If you don’t have plants to swap, you 

are still invited to join in the pot luck lunch. 

Final note – this is a “social” event open to Bell County Master Gardeners only.  No service hours should be reported for 

preparing for or attending this event. 

For more information, please contact barbaraishikawa@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events 

 

March 20 

 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association will hold its monthly Herb Study Group meeting on Wednesday, March 20, 

from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office Classroom, 1605 N. Main St., Belton.  This month’s top-

ic is Nasturtiums.  The meeting is open to the public.   

 

March 20 

 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association will hold its monthly Bulb Interest Group meeting on Wednesday, March 20, 

from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Texas AgriLife Extension Office Classroom, 1605 N. Main St., Belton.  This month’s top-

ic is alliums.  The meeting is open to the public.   

 

March 21 
 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association is hosting a free monthly seminar, “Turf and Weed Control,” on Thursday, 

March 21, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., 

Belton.  Certified Master Gardener Glenn Melton will explain the varieties of turfgrass best suited for Central Texas and 

how to develop a monthly plan to ensure proper care and maintenance of the homeowner’s lawn.  He will discuss the 

most common weeds found in Central Texas turf grasses and how to effectively control them to ensure a healthy and aes-

thetically pleasing lawn.   

Class Limit: 50 

Please register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com    

 

March 23 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association 2024 Spring Plant Sale will be on Saturday, March 23, from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. or until sold out, at the Cadence Bank Center, Assembly Hall, 301 W. Loop 121, Belton.  We take cash, checks, and 

credit cards.  Please plan to be there early so you don’t miss out on anything. Don’t forget to bring your wagon to carry 

your plants.   

 

April 6 

 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Central Texas Mycological Society present a Hands-on “Gourmet 

Mushroom Gardening Workshop” on Saturday, April 6, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office, 

BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton.  You will learn how to recycle mushroom grow blocks to build healthy 

soil, increase water retention, and feed the soil web, your plants, and eventually you.  This workshop will cover introducto-

ry mycology and then show you low-cost and low-tech ways to recycle mushroom grow blocks to take home.   

Class Limit: 50 

Class Fee: $25 

THE BLOOMING BELL      MARCH 2024 

mailto:bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

 
Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com 

Registration closes Friday, March 29, or when full.   

 

April 13 

The Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwater Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Satur-

day, April 13, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center.  Certified Master 

Gardeners Karen Colwick and Teri Marceau will provide educational information on Rainwater Harvesting, followed by a 

class on building your own rain barrel to take home after the workshop.   

Class Limit: Rain barrels (food grade) are included with the cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, two family 

members, age ten and up).   

Fee:  $75 

Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com 

Registration closes Friday, April 5, or when sold out. 

 
April 16 
 
American Botanical Council, 6200 Manor Rd, Manor Texas. 10 am to 12 noon Carpooling is highly encouraged.  Meet 
at the location at 945 am.  Tour starts promptly at 10 am Takes approximately 2 hours for tour (just over an hour to get 
there)  Bring something to drink.  There will be leisure walking and standing, with places to sit down.  Bathrooms also 
available. At the American Botanical Council, also known as the Herbal Medicine Institute, we are passionate about help-
ing people live healthier lives through the responsible use of herbs, medicinal plants. ABC is an independent, nonprofit 
research and education organization dedicated to providing accurate and reliable information for consumers, healthcare 
practitioners, researchers, educators, industry and the media. 
 
 
May 23 
 
LBJ Wildflower Center Plant and Seed Saving Conservatory 10 am to 12 noon 
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is giving us a Tour of their Seed Saving Bank.  This is open to all Master Gar-
deners in cooperation with the Seed Saving Project of BCMG. It is capped at 30 people.  Carpooling is encouraged.  We 
will meet at the Entrance (under the Arches) at LBJ Wildflower Center at 9:45 am.  The tour Starts Promptly at 10 am. If 
interested, lunch can be at the LBJ Wildflower Cafe (Not included) 
 
 

THE BLOOMING BELL      MARCH 2024 
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Grounds Focus Group 

By Teri Marceau 

THE BLOOMING BELL      FEBRUARY 2024 THE BLOOMING BELL      MARCH 2024 

 

As you know, we still do not have directors for the grounds. Due to this vacancy, the focus group will continue to fill the void. 

Wednesdays will continue to be our Landscape and Grounds service days 8:30-11:00 am, or come when you can. There 

will be a list of things to do posted each week on the whiteboard next to the east gate. I will be at the help desk on Wednes-

days if you have any questions. 

Since the association agreed to update the extension grounds, there are some exciting things to share with you:  

We received full approval from the County Commissioners for the improvement of our grounds!  

Gena Winston removed all the landscaping stones from the North raised beds.  

Charles Newsom and Alfred Stahl moved the parking stops, soil, and Crepe Myrtle trees. 

 

Financial Partners: 

We received our first financial partner from Grizzly’s Hidden Falls Nursery and Landscaping 

The donated $1000.00 to the project 

Planting materials will be provided at wholesale cost when ready. 

I am still waiting to hear from the Rotary Club. They modified their partnership guidelines; therefore, I had 

to resubmit our request (sad). 

I have distributed partnership letters to: 

Grizzly’s Hidden Falls Nursery 

93 Nursery 

Belton Feed & Supply 

Planned business are: 

McCoy’s 

Bourland Landscaping 

 

We received a quote for the hardscape plan for the raised beds at the north end of the parking lot. 

Salvador & Juan-Carlos Rodríguez provided two options to choose from.  

One continuous bed between the west and east gates a low ramp going over the culverts to miti-

gate the water runoff and one small bed on the east side of the east gate.  

12” thick x  12” high curb with rebar $3,500.* 

8” thick x 12” high curb with rebar $3,000.* 

*This does not include culverts or any additional stones we may need to purchase. 

 

If you know a business who would like to partner with us or provide a service for the project please let me know. 
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Grounds Focus Group (Continued) 

By Teri Marceau 
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How can you help? I encourage you to partner up with one of the members of the focus group. 

Karen Colwick & Carla Harmon = irrigation & greenhouse & area around the learning center 

Betty Nejtek = the Demo beds on the east side of the property 

Chuck Lauer = the grounds budget.  

We have an annual budget of $2,000.  

The fan for the greenhouse was $361.25 and has been purchased. Carla & Mike Butts installed the 

fan. 

Chuck has purchased four new wheelbarrows (Two with one wheel & two with two wheels).  

Any funds raised for the updating of the grounds will be used for that specific project. 

Landscape & watering 

Jan George & Gail Christian = the native (handicapped bed). 

Jan Upchurch & Carol Morriset = the rose garden & the area around the learning center. 

Tracy Brown = Pocket Prairie at the south end of the building. 

Gena Winston = keeping the grounds looking lovely 

Work with the interns as they show up for scheduled grounds service days. 

Helping Teri maintain the weekly “to-do list.” 

Charles Newsom = Advisor, help with work crews and equipment. 

Tracy Brown, Joyce Lauer, Charlotte Nunnery, & Joan Stanley = Design (we need to start on this ASAP).  

April Marek, Debbie & Randy Thompson, and whoever else we can get to start writing or finding research-

based articles for signage and creating the signs. 

Teri Marceau = Promotion and fundraising for the project.  

At our January meeting, Gary Slanga reminded us that it will take all of us to meet the goal. I believe each of us 

have a valuable asset to contribute to the grounds update project.  
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KILLEEN MUNICIPAL COURT COMMUNITY GARDEN REPORT 

By April Marek and Randy Brown 
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February was an eventful month at the Killeen Municipal Court Community Garden with a range of weather and 

temperatures. The service days focused on maintenance, clean-up, and preparation for the upcoming planting season. 

Current crops include garlic, turnips, onions, potatoes, carrots, beets, and a salad bar bed made up of a variety of greens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more details, check out the blog:   https://txmg.org/bell/kmccg-blog/ 
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