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Presidentõs Corner   

Glenn Melton 

 

     

      

    I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.  Unfortunately, we are now in the Dog Days of Sum-

mer and probably will not get any rain or relief from this heat for several weeks.  Nothing new to any of 

us, however.   

    I would like to take this opportunity to say Thanks to all who have been attending our virtual monthly 

General Membership and Educational sessions.  The number of participants continues to increase, 

and I would like your input regarding any topics you would like to discuss either at the General Mem-

bership meetings or the Educational sessions.  These meetings are, after all, for and about our mem-

bers and our organization.  Please feel free to contact me or Jan Upchurch with any suggestions you 

might have that would be of interest to everyone.  And, by the time you read this article we will have 

seventeen new Master Gardeners in our family.  Please do everything you can to ensure these newly 

certified members feel welcome and included.  Our class of 2020 faced some unique challenges and 

they proved that not even a pandemic can impede progress.  I am sure everyone feels much the same 

as I and we all look forward to working with our newest members in the coming years.    

    At our last General Membership meeting I provided highlights of the State Directors meeting held 

online on August 3rd.  Some points everyone should take away from this meeting: 

§ The annual requirement to earn 6 educational and 12 service hours remains in effect 

§ State Directors Meetings will continue to be held online 

§ Face-to-face meetings are restricted to 10 participants or less, social distancing guidelines must be 

observed, and all such meetings must be approved by the County Extension Agent 

§ Term in office for all elected officials of the State Master Gardener Assoc have been extended for 

one year 

§ A pilot online program for Master Gardener will be instituted next month 

§ There are no plans for a 2021 State Master Gardener Conference    

    The question has been raised whether we will have our annual Christmas Party this year, and I 

must report that it does not look promising.  Keep in mind the ñno more than 10 people in a meeting 

and 6ft apart must be observedò guidance is still in effect.  I will get with Lyle next week to discuss this 

issue and let you know when a final decision can be made.  Hopefully, we will have an answer no later 

than the September BOD meeting.     

    Now, on a personal note, I want to say Thanks for the 50th Wedding Anniversary card Gisela and I 

received just recently.  Gisela and I appreciate so much the thoughtfulness expressed by everyone in 

our Master Gardener family.  Just goes to show that we are all in this together.       

    Once again, I would like to express my Thanks to everyone for their patience, understanding, and 

support over these past troublesome and challenging months.  Hang in there; we will come out on the 

other side of this.éGlenn  
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Plant Damage 

by Wizzie Brown 

 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǇǊƛǎǝƴŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΣ 
ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǇŀƴƛŎ ƳƻŘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜΣ ƻǊ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΚ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǝƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ƴƛǎǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŬǊǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜΦ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǳƴǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǝπ
ŎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘΦ 

 

/ƘŜǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŀǘȅŘƛŘǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΣ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭπ
ƭŀǊǎΣ ǎŀǿƅȅ ƭŀǊǾŀŜΣ ǘŜǊƳƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜ ōŜŜǘƭŜǎΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ƻƭŘΦ  
bŜǿ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 
ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ  hƭŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǿƴ ŜŘƎŜǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƴƻ 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴπ
ƴƻǘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊπ
ƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ŬƎπ
ǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

 

bƻƴ-ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ-ǘƻȄƛŎ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ƅȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ    

 

{ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ǎƻƊŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ- ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻǊ ƭŜŀŦ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎ- ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǾŜƛƴǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀŎȅ ƻǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǇŀƴŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ǎƛȊŜŘ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǾŜƛƴǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ǌŀǧȅ-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŜŘƎπ
ŜǎΦ  [ŀǊƎŜ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŦ ƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǝƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ Ŝŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭŜŀŦ ǾŜƛƴǎΦ                                                     

 

Newsletter article from Wizzie Brown 
Extension Program Specialist- IPM 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service    
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Plant Damage 

by Wizzie Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bƻƴ-ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊŜŜƳǇǝǾŜ ǘŀŎǝŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎƻƭƭŀǊǎΣ Ǌƻǿ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŜƎƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŎƘΦ  [Ŝǎǎ-ǘƻȄƛŎ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .ŀŎƛƭƭǳǎ ǘƘǳǊƛƴπ
ƎƛŜƴǎƛǎ ǾŀǊΦ ƪǳǊǎǘŀƪƛ όǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻƴƭȅύΣ ǎǇƛƴƻǎŀŘ όǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎύΣ ƪŀƻƭƛƴ Ŏƭŀȅ όŎƻŀǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƘƛǝǎƘ-ƎǊŀȅ Ŏƭŀȅ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƎǳƳǎ ǳǇ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƘŜǎ ƻũύΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǇȅǊŜǘƘǊƛƴǎ ƻǊ ŀȊŀŘƛǊŀŎƘǝƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ōǊƻŀŘ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ǎƻ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘŀŎǘύΦ                                                                                                                                                        

tƭŀƴǘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛŜǊŎƛƴƎ-ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǝƴƪ ōǳƎǎΣ ƭŜŀũƻƻǘŜŘ ōǳƎǎΣ 
ŎƘƛƴŎƘ ōǳƎǎΣ ƭŀŎŜ ōǳƎǎΣ ŀǇƘƛŘǎΣ ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΣ ƳŜŀƭȅōǳƎǎΣ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜƅƛŜǎΦ 

 

 

 

                                              

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

tƛŜǊŎƛƴƎ-ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǳōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀǊŘŜƴŜŘ ƻǳǘŜǊ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǝǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ 
ǎƻƊŜǊ ǘǳōŜ-ƭƛƪŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƪ ǳǇ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƧǳƛŎŜǎΦ 

Newsletter article from Wizzie Brown 
Extension Program Specialist- IPM 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service    
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Plant Damage 

by Wizzie Brown 

 

5ŀƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƛŜǊŎƛƴƎ-ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŎǳǊƭƛƴƎΣ ŘŜŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳƴǝƴƎ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘ Ŧƻƭƛπ
ŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǝƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ  CŜŜŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ 
ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴŦŜŎǝƻƴ ōȅ ŦǳƴƎǳǎΣ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀΣ ŜǘŎΦ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊǊƛƴƎΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘΣ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻƻΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

! ǎǳōǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛŜǊŎƛƴƎ-ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ όŜΦƎΦ ŀǇƘƛŘǎΣ ǿƘƛǘŜƅƛŜǎΣ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎύ ŜȄǳŘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀǘŜπ
Ǌƛŀƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƻƴŜȅŘŜǿΦ  IƻƴŜȅŘŜǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǝŎƪȅ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŘǊƻǇ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘπ
ƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǝŎƪƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘƛƴȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  ! ŘŀǊƪ ŦǳƴƎǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƻǘȅ ƳƻƭŘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ƻƴ ƘƻƴŜȅŘŜǿ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ōȅ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ 
ǎƻƻǘȅ ƳƻƭŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŜȄǳŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜȅŘŜǿΦ 

bƻƴ-ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛŜǊŎƛƴƎ-ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǳǘƘǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊŜŜƳǇǝǾŜ ǘŀŎǝŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
Ǌƻǿ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝǾŜ ƳǳƭŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŜƎƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŎƘΦ  IƛƎƘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǇǊŀȅǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ǎƻƊ-ōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǇƘƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΦ [Ŝǎǎ-ǘƻȄƛŎ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǳǎŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴπ
ƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴǎŜŎǝŎƛŘŀƭ ǎƻŀǇΣ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƻƛƭǎΣ ƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇȅǊŜǘƘǊƛƴǎΣ ŀȊŀŘƛǊŀŎƘǝƴΣ 
ƭƛƳƻƴŜƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƭŜǎǎ-ǘƻȄƛŎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜǧŜǊ ƻƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ōŜπ
ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ƛȊȊƛŜ .ǊƻǿƴΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ !ϧa !ƎǊƛ[ƛŦŜ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŀǘ рмнΦурпΦфсллΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƎ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǳǊōŀƴ-ƛǇƳΦōƭƻƎǎǇƻǘΦŎƻƳ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ /ǊƻǇǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tŜǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ DǊŀƴǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ώƎǊŀƴǘ ƴƻΦ нлмт-тлллс-
нтмуу κǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƴƻΦ млмофлрϐ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦{5! bŀǝƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 
 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that 
no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Extension or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied. 
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard to race, color, 
sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
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Environmental Issues and Tomatoes  

By Wayne Schirner 

                                                     

Living in Texas provides many benefits, especially for the vegetable gardener.  The biggest benefit is that we 
have two distinct growing seasons, and we are entering the second one for this year.  September and Octo-
ber are two of the busiest planting months for the year.  Growing a fall garden does require more advance 
planning because many of the plants available for spring planting arenôt as widely available for fall gardening.  
That means you have to start some things yourself.  For example, tomatoes for the fall garden need to be 
planted in the hottest part of the summer between mid-July and mid-August.  Since tomato plants need 6-8 
weeks from seed to a plant ready for transplant, that means planting tomato seeds in early June.  Hopefully 
you remembered to do that.   

 

In this monthôs article, I want to talk in more detail about some tomato problems, specifically those not related 
to insect or disease pests.  These fall into a category that I will call environmental issues. 

 

The first environmental issue I want to talk about is sunscald.  It is a common problem caused by intense di-
rect sunlight for extended periods during very hot weather.  It is irreversible once it has started, but its pro-
gression can be slowed by covering the fruit with lightweight shade cloth or harvesting and allowing affected 
tomatoes to finish ripening indoors. Tomatoes affected by sunscald can be eaten as long as black mold has-
nôt set in.  Sunscald can be prevented by selecting heat-tolerant varieties, so read the seed packets.  In addi-
tion, donôt over-prune the leaves of tomato plants that shade the fruit and support plants with cages or trellis-
es.  This will not only reduce the need to do extensive pruning, but it will also keep the plants above the soil 
which helps reduce diseases.  Keeping your plants healthy by treating diseases as soon as possible will re-
duce foliage losses. 

 

Blossom End Rot (BER) is a condition where the fruit develops a sunken, leathery dark brown or black spot 
on the bottom (blossom) side of the fruit. It is related to a calcium imbalance in the developing fruit.   BER is 
rarely related to a calcium deficiency in the soil, nor is it related to a magnesium or sulfur deficiency.  The on-
ly way to know if there is a deficiency of any of these elements is to do a soil test.  In the absence of a defi-
ciency, adding calcium in any form by any method doesnôt help. Eggshells wonôt help; Tums or Rolaids wonôt 
help; foliar sprays with calcium wonôt help.  Large amounts of salts in the soil lowers the availability of calci-
um, and magnesium negatively affects how calcium is taken up by the plant, so adding Epsom salts is of no 
benefit and can actually increase the risk of BER.   

 

There is currently a debate about whether the calcium imbalance in the fruit is the CAUSE of BER or if it is a 
RESULT of BER, and that debate is ongoing.  Current best evidence indicates that BER is a result of various 
environmental stresses on the plant that affect calcium transport to the fruit.  Various studies suggest that 
inconsistent watering is the primary issue impacting how calcium travels from the roots to the plant and then 
to the fruit. Spring rainfall can be unpredictable, which is probably why BER is more common in spring plant-
ed tomatoes than in fall tomatoes. Excess nitrogen in the soil can lower calcium uptake in the plant, so avoid 
excess nitrogen fertilization.   

 

Cold temperatures and cold soil are also thought to be related to BER, so those who try to plant as early as 
possible in the spring increase their risk of having tomatoes with BER.  Markedly acidic or alkaline soils can 
also affect how calcium is absorbed from the soil.  Prevention is the best control since BER cannot be re-
versed once it has set in.  

 

 м ƻŦ н 



у 

 

Wayneôs Page 

 
 

Environmental Issues and Tomatoes  

By Wayne Schirner       
                                                                                                                     

Pick affected fruit to allow the plant to direct its energy to other tomatoes. BER does not make the rest of the 
tomato inedible as long as it hasnôt been infected by fungi or mold.  Allow the soil to warm before transplant-
ing into your garden. Keep your tomatoesô water supply even throughout the season.  Mulch plants to help 
maintain moisture levels and moderate soil temperatures. Avoid overfertilizing, especially with a high nitrogen 
fertilizer.  BER can also affect eggplant, peppers, squash, and watermelon.  

 

Tomato cracks are another problem associated with growing conditions.  Dry weather gives way to excessive 
watering or a rainy period and that leads to cracking.  Cracks usually occur at the stem end of the fruit and 
can be concentric or radial.  Pick a cracked tomato as soon as possible because it can get infected.  Cracked 
tomatoes wonôt keep as long as unaffected ones, so cut the affected parts off and eat the rest. There are va-
rieties that are resistant to cracking, so that is a good option if youôve had problems with this in your garden.  
Mulch plants after they are established to help retain moisture in the soil.  Irrigate your tomato plants regular-
ly to make sure that they get 1-3ò of water a week.  Donôt over fertilize.  Excess nutrients can cause growth 
spurts and the tomatoes may not be able to compensate, resulting in cracking. 

 

Normally, a healthy tomato plant will develop flowers that are pollinated, and then fruit develops.  Blossom 
drop (BD) occurs when the tomatoes produce flowers, but no fruit develops.  There are at least five condi-
tions that increase the risk of BD: 

1. Extreme temperatures are one reason for BD.  Cool nights, consistently below 55 F, or hot spells, con-
sistently above 85-90F during the day and above 70-75F during the night, force the tomato plant to abandon 
fruit production and focus on just surviving.  It is also thought that the hot temperatures cause the pollen to 
deteriorate so it canôt pollinate the flowers.  Optimum daytime temperatures for setting fruit range from 70F ï 
85F.   There are heat-tolerant varieties available that can set fruit in temperatures as high as 105F, so those 
are good options for growing in Bell County. 

2. When temperatures are too hot or too cold, insects arenôt as active in the garden, so fewer blossoms are 
pollinated. Gently shaking the tomato plant when blossoms are present increases the chances of self-
pollination.  It is also believed that without proper humidity in the 40-70% range, pollen has difficulty releasing 
or sticking. 

3. Shallow watering causes shallow roots to develop, which can weaken tomato plants.   Water deeply and 
use mulch to reduce evaporation from the soil surface. 

4. Tomatoes are heavy feeders. Too much nitrogen without accompanying phosphorus and potassium can 
result in the plant developing more leaves than fruit.  Avoid excess N in proportion to P and K. 

5. When a healthy tomato plant has many blossoms, they compete for food.  Some wonôt survive, but thatôs 
ok.  Itôs survival of the fittest. 

The last environmental issue that I want to write about affecting tomatoes is particularly critical for the fall 
crop.  Tomatoes are very sensitive to cold weather and when the temperature approaches freezing, plant 
damage is common, maybe even fatal.  Pick those green tomatoes and you will discover that many of them 
will produce tasty ripe tomatoes.  I found this interesting post about ripening tomatoes that I thought worth 
sharing.  Not every green tomato needs to be fried. 
 

https://www.gardenmyths.com/myths-ripening-tomatoes/ 
 

Thatôs it for this month.  If you have a topic that you would like for me to research and write about, send me 
an email.  
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A ñLittle Edie Tidbitò 
August 15, 2020 

 
Submitted by Randy Brown 

 

ñThis is a little blog Edie Campbell put together on the half row of heirloom okra that was planted at 
the KMCCG. It is producing like crazy and is weeks ahead of the regular okra.ò Randy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe Heirloom Okra, that was donated to the garden and planted on the same day as the commer-
cial seeds, has been producing for over a week and the pods are much longer and a lighter col-
or.  The  commercial are still about a week out from blooming.  I took the bag home with me to see 
what would be a good length to cut in an acceptable size for using.  As most know when the regular 
okra gets too large it becomes too fibrous and unable to cook in any way to consume as a food 
source.  Two are 10 inches (not edible) and two are 6-8 inches (excellent).  I have never cooked 
okra that large before.ò  Edie Campbell 

 

 
 
 

tƘƻǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ 

9ŘƛŜ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ 

http://consume.as/
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Whatõs Happening... 

Killeen Municipal Court Community Garden                                           

  

Photos and reporting by Randy Brown       

  

Aug 15, 2020:  ñHarvested 23 lbs of vegetables. Bob Gordon brought over his tractor to 
help in clearing out low water garden.ò 

 

Aug 29, 2020:  ñWe had a banner week harvesting 263 lbs of which 69 lbs were from 
Okra. David Carpenter completed his long term project of limestone rock borders for the 
pecan trees on the south side of the garden which greatly improves the garden appear-
ance.ò 
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Whatõs Happening... 

Killeen Municipal Court Community Garden                                           

September 1, 2020  

 

Sampling of photos by Randy Brown taken during filming for BCMGA website.       
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