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tum in April.  Randy and Kethleen Brown are enjoying the 

beautiful flowers and landscape.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 2   

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6  Work Day 8 am*  
Burger Wed. 10:30 am 

7 
 

8   
 

9  

 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13  Work Day 8 am*  
Social 8:30 am 
General Meeting 9 am  

14 
 

15 
 

16   
 

17 
 

18  
 

19  20  Work Day 8 am*  

 
  
  

21 Garden-
ing in Bell 
County ð In-
sects in 
Your Garden 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 
Blooming 
Bell 
deadline 

26 27  Work Day 8 am* 
BOD Meeting 9 am 

28 29 30 

       

Upcoming events:   

§ Gardening in Bell County, Fall Gardening, Belton, July 
19  

§ Fall Plant Sale, Belton, Sept. 29 

* In the event of rain, there will be No Workday.   

Remember to record volunteer service 
hours and education hours separately. You 
may include your travel time to meetings 
and work projects as service hours.  

Photo by Randy Brown 
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 The Presidentõs Corner 

- Wayne Schirner  

Wow! Already half-way through 2018.  Weôve accom-

plished a lot, but I know there is always more to do. 

Congratulations to all 23 members of the Class of 
2018 who met the requirements to receive their certifi-
cate of completion.  Eighteen of these also met all of 
the volunteer service hours requirements and are now 
fully certified Master Gardeners.  I have challenged 
the graduates of the new class to recruit someone 
they know to join next yearôs class.  I made the same 
challenge at the May meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors, and now I am challenging the entire member-
ship.  I firmly believe that if we actively and personally 
recruit new members that we will be more likely to 
have new members that are committed to staying with 
the BCMGA.  Our latest membership numbers have 
exceeded 140.  It seems like every year we tend to 
lose about as many as we recruit through the new 
class.  In order to retain members, we must work to 
meet their interests in gardening.  In order to continue 
to meet our mission, we canôt just train people to be 
better gardeners, we need to train them to be teach-
ers of gardeners.   

The next time you are at the extension office, take a 
moment to notice the new deer fencing we have 
placed around the demonstration beds.  Hopefully we 
will be successful in keeping the big and little critters 
out of the gardens.  Karen Colwick came up with an 
idea for one of the beds for fall planting.  We want to 
plant pole beans and use difference types of trellises 
to support the beans.  Weôre shooting for planting the 
middle of August when beans can be planted again 
for a fall crop. I have an idea for one trellis and Karen 
has a different trellis in mind.  We can probably ac-
commodate at least 3-4 more different types of trellis-
es.  After all we do call those the ñdemonstration gar-
dens,ò so letôs demonstrate something.   

The grounds crew has also been hard at work placing 
new crushed granite around the education building.  
One more load should complete the project. Itôs look-
ing really good. 

The Nomination Committee has started the process 
to put together a ballot for new Officers and Directors 
starting in 2019.  The three officer positions to be 
filled are: president, second vice president, and re-
cording secretary.  The bylaws do not allow elected 
officers to continue in the same position, so all three 
of these will need someone new.  I am asking that 
anyone who has a desire to serve as an elected of-
ficer to let us know about their interest.  Wouldnôt it be 
great if we had more than one name per position on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the ballot?  There are four of the seven elected Direc-
tors positions that have terms expiring the end of De-
cember.  Those positions are: New Class Member-
ship, Outreach Director, Landscape/Grounds Director, 
and Killeen Municipal Court Gardens Director. The 
bylaws allow Directors to be re-elected to their posi-
tions, and I suspect some will want to remain.  Iôd still 
like to see members step up and allow their names to 
be placed in nomination for these positions.  To re-
main a vibrant association, we should always be try-
ing to expand the involvement of our members.   

A busload of 26 members will venture together to 
TAMU on June 15th to attend the dedication of the 
Gardens at A&M.  This was intended to have oc-
curred during the TMGA State Conference in April, 
but the opening was delayed because of unforeseen 
issues involving the weather.  We hope to have a 
great time and will represent the BCMGA well. 

Remember that starting with the June general mem-
bership meeting, the social hour will start at 8:30 and 
the meeting will start at 9:00.  Bill Walker, Class of 
2017, will provide education on growing blackberries.  
I hope to see everyone there.   Have a great summer 
and be safe. 
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1 More Thingé 

- Wayne Schirner  

I came across a quote recently that I thought was par-
ticularly pertinent in my attempt to be more disciplined 
in my personal gardening efforts.   
 
ñGardening is an exercise in optimism.  Sometimes, it 
is a triumph of hope over experience.ò 
Marion Cran 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marion Cran lived from 1879-1942 and wrote over 34 
books on gardening topics.  Her words above are just 
as relevant today as they were when she wrote them 
over 60 years ago.  

Garden Myth: Should You   

Water Wilting Plants?  

- Written by Robert Pavlis, author of two books, 
Garden Myths and Building Natural Ponds. 
 

Article for Garden Myths Partner Program  
Date: April 2018  

 

As plant leaves wilt, they become soft and droopy. 
The leaves do not have enough water in them to keep 
them turgid. The common advice to solve this prob-
lem is to water the plant. This may or may not solve 
the problem. In some cases, it makes the situation 
worse. 

Why do leaves wilt? Leaves do not have a skeleton 

structure, like mammals, that keep them standing 

straight. Instead they use water pressure and function 

similar to a garden hose. When the water is turned 

on, water pressure increases and the hose becomes 

stiff and round. When the water is turned off, the 

pressure drops and the hose gets limp. In plants, the 

water pressure is kept high because the roots contin-

ually absorb water from the soil. If the soil dries out, 

the roots canôt get enough water and the plant goes 

limp. Watering dry soil will correct the problem. 

Does wilting hurt a plant? The short answer is yes. 

Occasional short-term wilting will not do too much 

harm, but it is still not good for the plant. 

Some people think that wilting is a natural phenome-

non that shows the plant is conserving water. That is 

simply not true. When plants do not have enough wa-

ter, they go into crisis mode. They stop growing, they 

close stomata to conserve water, and they shut down  

 

 

 

 

other vital processes. Wilting is a sign that the plant is 

in crisis mode. If this is due to a lack of water, the 

plant should be watered right away to reduce long-

term damage. 

Some plants, like ligularia, have very large thin leaves 

and therefore wilt more easily than plants with smaller 

or thicker leaves. By mid-day my ligularia are all wilt-

ing even when grown in shady wet soil. By late after-

noon, they are back to normal, showing fully turgid 

leaves. Is this the best situation for these plants? Not 

really, but some plants are better able to survive the 

crisis than others, and a few hours of wilting does not 

seem to cause permanent damage to ligularia. 

A poor root system can also cause wilting. Too much 

water can cause rot in the roots, and when this hap-

pens, the roots are no longer able to absorb water 

and leaves wilt. Seeing the wilting, many people wa-

ter even more, making the wet situation worse. This is 

a common problem with containers and houseplants. 

If the wilting is due to root rot, the plant should not be 

watered until it grows some new roots. 

Roots can also be damaged during transplanting, 

which results in wilting leaves. Such plants need 

enough moisture in the soil to grow new roots, but 

excess water will just lead to rotting roots. What these 

plants need is some shade so that their leaves lose 

less water. 

Water only if the soil is getting too dry. 

 

http://www.gardenmyths.com/garden-myths-book-1/
http://www.buildingnaturalponds.com/
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Hornworms  

- Wizzie Brown, Travis County AgriLife        

Extension Entomologist 

Tomato and tobacco hornworms are very large cater-
pillars that can quickly defoliate plants and/ or dam-
age fruits.  They feed on solanaceous plants 
(nightshade family), such as tomatoes, tobacco, egg-
plant, peppers, potatoes, and various ornamentals 
and weeds.  Hornworms are a group of caterpillars in 
the Sphingidae family that have a horn-like tail which 
gives the group its name.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tobacco 
hornworm, 
Manduca 
sexta, on 
tomato. 

 

Tomato and tobacco hornworms are often mistaken 
for each other as they look similar.  Both can grow up 
to four inches long and are yellowish in color when 
smaller and become greener as they grow larger.  To-
mato hornworms develop eight white v-shaped mark-
ings on each side of the body and have a black horn 
while tobacco hornworms have diagonal lines along 
the sides of the body and a reddish horn.  Pupation 
takes place under leaf litter or soil.   

Adult tomato hornworms are often called five-spotted 
hawk moths as they have 5 pairs of orange-yellow 
markings along the abdomen.  Adult tobacco horn-
worms are called Carolina sphinx moths and have 6 
pairs of orange-yellow markings on the abdomen. All 
moths in the Sphingid family are commonly referred to 
as hummingbird moths as they fly around flowers 
where they hover to get nectar.  Tomato hornworm 
adults are nocturnal while tobacco hornworm adults 
are crepuscular (active at dawn and dusk). 

Damage to plants is caused by the larval stage feed-
ing on foliage and fruit. Hand picking caterpillars is an 
easy way to manage populations in backyard settings.  
Caterpillars can be tricky to find sometimes as they 
tend to be well camouflaged.   

    

    

 A hawk 
moth, Man-
duca rusti-
ca. 

 

 

 

Hornworm populations can also be affected by biolog-
ical control.  Many other animals use them as food, 
including wasps, birds, and small mammals. Some 
wasps, like paper wasps, paralyze hornworms then 
take them to the nest to feed their young.  Other 
wasps, like parasitoid wasps, deposit eggs inside the 
hornworm where they develop and eat the hornworm 
from the inside.  Parasitoid wasp pupal cases can be 
seen protruding from the hornwormôs body. 

Management of hornworms is a personal decision as 
some people enjoy having adult hawks moths around 
for pollination, while others would rather not compete 
for tomatoes. 

For more infor-
mation or help with 
identification, con-
tact Wizzie Brown, 
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service 
Program Specialist 
at 512.854.9600.  
Check out my blog 
at www.urban-
ipm.blogspot.com.   

 

 

 

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest Management 
Competitive Grants Program [grant no. 2017-70006-27188 /project 
accession no. 1013905] from the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference 
to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service Extension or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
is implied.  The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal 
access in its programs, activities, education and employment, without 
regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Wizzieės Wonderful World of Insects  
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Turfgrass Selection for 

Texas 
 

- Fran Sheppard 

Wouldnôt it be nice if one size fit all?  We live in a big state, 

Texas, and selecting a good turfgrass is just as important 

as anything you do with your yard in selecting the plants in 

your yard. 

I am sure you have been reminded, at various meetings, 

trainings, and other events, about how important selection 

of a species is. That takes into account how a species has 

adapted to the area and conditions where one lives. Is the 

site sunny or shady? What type of soil do I have? What is 

the purpose of this turfgrass area?  Will it get a lot of traf-

fic?  What about the rainfall-feast or famine? What amount 

of time will I have to give to keeping up with maintaining 

this area? This would include such things as soil testing, 

preparation of the area for planting,  composting, fertilizing, 

mowing, irrigating.  If one wants a lovely looking turfgrass, 

or any garden for that matter, there will be maintenance 

involved.  Am I up to that challenge? It is good to do oneôs 

homework before implementing changes in the landscape. 

In Texas there are warm-season and cool-season grasses.  

Letôs begin with the warm-season grasses. 

Bermudagrass is grown all throughout Texas, and is very 

tolerant of drought, traffic, and must have full sunlight. 

Some varieties are more aggressive than others. Some 

require more maintenance, meaning more frequent mow-

ing and more nitrogen fertilizer.  

Buffalograss is best grown where the annual rainfall is 25 

inches or less. If it is grown in high rainfall areas, it tends to 

be easily overgrown with weeds and other grasses.  It does 

best in full sun, and little tolerance for shade. Of course it 

would do well from Central Texas to West Texas.  

Centipedegrass is slow growing, and is best adapted in 

East Texas. It grows best in full sun, with light shade, but 

does not tolerate traffic or drought. Needs little fertilizer or 

mowing. This variety would not do well here in Central Tex-

as. 

St. Augustinegrass is mainly used as a lawn grass. It is the 

most shade tolerant of the warm-season grasses.  It can 

be killed by severe winters in the northern one-third of the 

state. It is less drought tolerant than Bermudagrass. It can  

 

 

be grown in Central and West Texas with more supple-

mental irrigation. 

Zoysiagrass is similar in being adapted to the same areas 

as that of Bermudagrass. Improved varieties usually re-

quire less nitrogen fertilizer than Bermudagrass. It is 

drought tolerant, but may turn brown sooner during an ex-

tended drought. It is not as shade tolerant as St. Au-

gustinegrass, and it will tolerate moderate traffic. 

Among Texas cool-season grasses, are the following: Ken-

tucky Bluegrass, Ryegrass, Tall Fescue, and Texas Blue-

grass. These varieties grow best in the spring and fall, and 

are primarily adapted in northern areas of Texas. They are 

not tolerant of our summer heat or high humidity which oc-

curs in most areas of our state. 

If you need more information on Turfgrass Selection for 

Texas, please check out the Texas M&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Publication L-5519. 

 
 

Do You Know About...?  

Bermudagrass 

Buffalograss 

Centipedegrass 

Zoysiagrass 

St. Augustinegrass 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=buffalo+grass&id=3178AEC280B192B2B20111F94BE7E7ED21706EEC&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=st.+augustine+grass&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=st.+augustine+grass&stid=07d8d750-f497-76a1-8b35-7be49aad6095&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=zoysia+grass&id=F87AF1C2A7002E4ECD22DDFC30927224B2CCEBF9&FORM=IQFRBA
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Workday at Learning 

Building Grounds 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Photos by Pam Dragoo 

May General Meeting  
- Sylvia Maedgen 

Spring is in the air!  We had a wonderful feast for our May 
General meeting social.  A special thank you to Jeanne 
Richard, Pam Dragoo, Emily Kuczek, Christy Reese, and 
Betty Burckett (not pictured) for all the great fresh food 
they provided.   

Photos by Sylvia Maedgen 
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Salado Demonstration 

Garden 
- Susan Terry 

The Demonstration Garden at Salado Museum 
Phase II is complete. Thanks to Wayne Phillips and 
Salado Stone for the spectacular rockwork, First 
Monday Gardeners, our faithful Master Gardeners 
and Master Naturalists along with Salado gardeners, 
for their exemplary plant knowledge and planting skill, 
and Cockrell House Design for their generosity and 
carpentry expertise. Lin and Kasey Cockrell made 4 
trellises out of cattle panels and recycled barn wood. 
They donated everything except the cost of the cattle 
panels. All of our native plants were sourced from 
McIntyreôs in Georgetown, an excellent resource for 
native plants. Plant markers are in place. Gary Guil-
loz, Curb Appeal Landscape will add irrigation for a 
very reasonable price. 

Phase III will include the fountain and Bermuda 
grass. Wayne Phillips and Salado Stone have been 
very generous; Wayne has donated his time and ma-
terials to create the flower boxes to match the original 
one and make the fountain. 

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Belton Farmers Market 
- Juan Anaya 

Master gardener Don Latham , wife Carolyn and 
close friend Sandra Wilson prepare for a busy day 
at the Belton farmers market. 

Photo by Juan Anaya 

Photos by Susan Terry 

SPJSP Kids Zone 
- Gail Koontz 

On Saturday, May 
5, 25 kids and 15 
adults visited with 
Betty Burkett, 
Kathleen Ramey, 
Josh Chupik and  
me as we helped 
them plant seeds 
in a newspaper 
pot.  Josh had to 
leave early so was 
not available when 
our photographer 
arrived. A fun time 
was had by all. 

Photo by Amber Bartek 
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Rain Barrel Workshop 
 

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Photos by Daisy Klassy 
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Graduation - May 16th  

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Photos by Randy Brrown 


