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The Texas Master 

Gardeners 40th 

Anniversary State 

Conference was 

held at Texas A&M 

in College Station 

on May 3-6, 2018.  

The many speakers 

gave wonderful and 

inspiring presenta-

tions.  Several 

members participat-

ed in field trips out-

side of the confer-

ence.  Twenty-four Bell County MGôs attended the conference.  BCMGA 

received 6 awards with 1 being1st place in the Large category of MG 

Associations in Texas.  Related article on page 14.     

Photos by Sylvia Maedgen 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  2  Work Day - 8 am*  
Burger Wed. 10:30 
am 

3 4 5  SPJST 
Car Show - 
Kidõs Camp 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9  Work Day - 8 am*  
Social - 9:30 am 
General Meeting - 10 
am  
 

10 
 

11   
 

12  
Bees & Polli-

nators Class 

- McLane  

Childrenõs 

Hospital - 2 

pm  

13 14 
 
15 
 

16  Work Day - 8 
am*  
BCMG 2018 Intern  
Graduation - 1 pm 
 

17 
Gardening in 
Bell County 
ð Water Effi-
ciency 
 

18 
 

19   
 

20 
 

21 
 

22  23  Work Day 8 am* 
BOD Meeting - 9 am 

 
  
  

24 
 

25  
Blooming 
Bell dead-
line 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 30  Whistle Stop 
Playground Clean-up 
7:30 am  

31   

       
Upcoming events:   

§ Un-included Club, Temple, May 18, 23 

§ Gardening in Bell County, Insects in your Garden, Bel-
ton, June 21  

* In the event of rain, there will be No Workday.   

Remember to record volunteer service 
hours and education hours separately. You 
may include your travel time to meetings 
and work projects as service hours.  

Photo by Sylvia Maedgen 
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 The Presidentõs Corner 

- Wayne Schirner  

 

The BCMGA was exceptionally well recognized 
at the Texas Master Gardener Association State 
Conference at the beginning of April.  We left 
with six awards out of the seven that we compet-
ed in.  Most notably, for the second year in a row 
we were recognized as the Outstanding Associa-
tion in the large association category.  I attribute 
this to the outstanding work done by all of our 
members.  Several of the members were inter-
viewed for an upcoming issue of Bell County Liv-
ing, and a photographer was at the April general 
membership meeting to capture photos of the 
members in action.  I canôt repeat enough how 
proud I am of everyoneôs contributions to truly 
making us an outstanding association, and we 
have fun too.  I have been out of town for the 
past 2 weeks, so this monthôs article will be a 
short one.  I know there will be others reporting in 
this issue on all the great things going on.  
Thanks again for all you do. 

 

 

 

 

1 More Thingé 

The Science of Gardening 

- Wayne Schirner  

Last month I introduced a course I am taking called 
ñThe Science of Gardening.ò  This month, I would like 
to encourage you to become familiar with the web site 
www.gardenmyths.com. The author of this site looks 
at many common gardening recommendations and 
determines what evidence (or not) exists behind 
these recommendations.   

Another great site is www.puyallup.wsu.edu.  On this 
site, Linda Chalker-Scott provides the lack of scien-
tific evidence behind many horticultural myths.  She is 
the same professor who teaches ñThe Science of 
Gardening.ò  As I said at our April meeting, our mis-
sion includes ñproviding high quality, relevant, re-
search-based horticultural educationé.ò  It is incum-
bent upon us to be aware of the science (or lack of) 
behind the recommendations we provide to the public 
and to ourselves.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We should all be willing to challenge statements oth-
ers make that cannot be supported with evidence.  I 
certainly expect you to challenge me if I make state-
ments that are contradicted by the science.  ñScience 
is not always right, and the scientific facts of today 
may be different tomorrow, but it is a good system 
and the only system we haveò from Garden Myths by 
Robert Pavlis. 

 

http://www.gardenmyths.com
http://www.puyallup.wsu.edu
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Glassy-winged sharpshooters  

- Wizzie Brown, Travis County AgriLife        

Extension Entomologist 

Glassy-winged sharpshooters are large, dark colored 
leafhoppers.  While these insects usually do not 
cause much damage from feeding, they are capable 
of transmitting the bacterial disease, Xylella fastidi-
osa.  This bacterium is responsible for Pierceôs dis-
ease, various forms of leaf scorch, phony peach dis-
ease, and variegated citrus chlorosis.  At this time 
there are no cures for these diseases. When a sharp-
shooter feeds on an infected plant, it can get the bac-
teria in itôs mouthparts.  The bacteria can then be 
transferred to a different plant when it feeds again. 

Glassy-winged sharpshooters are large in comparison 
to other leafhoppers at about İ an inch in length.  
The insects are usually dark brown to black in color 
with clear wings that have red venation.  Wings may 
appear brown in color due to wings folding over the 
brown body.  Females secrete a chalky white sub-
stance before laying eggs.  She transfers this sub-
stance to the upper wings, creating white spots.  
Once she lays eggs, she uses the chalky substance 
to cover eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eggs are laid in masses of about 10-12 under the low-
er leaf surface.  They are laid in a single layer, side-by
-side. Eggs look like a greenish blister below the sur-
face of the leaf, but after the eggs hatch the leaf tis-
sue turns brown and remains as a brown scar on the 
plant. 

 

 

 

 

Glassy-winged sharpshooters can be found in a wide 
variety of habitats- from urban landscapes to cropland 
to woodlands- and can feed on hundreds of plant spe-
cies.  Plant hosts can range from woody plants to an-
nual and perennial herbaceous plants. 

The main reason for managing glassy-winged sharp-
shooters is to control the bacterium Xylella. Unfortu-
nately, it does not take high population levels of 
sharpshooters for disease transmission to occur, so it 
is unknown if management with insecticides can help 
to reduce disease spread.  If you feel the need to 
manage glassy-winged sharpshooters, try using in-
secticidal soaps or horticultural oils to conserve bene-
ficial insects in the landscape. 

For more information or help with identification, con-
tact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.  Check 
out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com.   

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest Management 
Competitive Grants Program [grant no. 2017-70006-27188 /project 
accession no. 1013905] from the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference 
to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service Extension or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
is implied. 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in its 
programs, activities, education and employment, without regard to race, 
color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, 

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Wizzieės Wonderful World of Insects  
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Can Nutsedge and 

Kyllinga Be Controlled? 
 

- Fran Sheppard 

Why do we cringe whenever we see nutsedge or kyllinga 
coming up in our lawns?  Is it because these sedges can 
be so very difficult to control? 
 
These sedges are perennials that grow from underground 
rhizomes and/or tubers. When soil temperatures increase, 
they emerge in spring or late summer. 
Whenever the first frost hits, they disappear. 
 
There is an annual sedge, which does not develop rhi-
zomes and tubers, It persists throughout the warm season 
months. 
 
Sedges and kyllingas belong to the sedge family and can 
look like grasses. Upon investigating more closely, howev-
er, they are quite different from grasses.  They have pith-
filled triangular stems and three-ranked leaves. They lack 
other grass features as well. The leaf blades of sedges 
also appear waxy and have a v-shaped groove. 
 
The sedge is one of the largest families of monocots in 
Texas and contains hundreds of different species.  Includ-
ed in this family are these that are most commonly found in 
turfgrasses:   yellow and purple nutsedge, annual sedge, 
green kyllinga, and false green kyllinga. These sedges are 
found in plant beds, ditches, and low lying wet areas. 
 
Purple and yellow nutsedge are named for the distinct col-
oration of their inflorescence. (seedhead).  You wonôt see 
the seedheads in frequently mowed turfgrass, but they can 
easily be seen in unmowed areas as well as bedding areas 
and ditches.  
 
The leaf tips also aids in telling the two apart: the yellow 
nutsedge leaf tips gradually taper to a fine point, while the 
purple nutsedge leaf tips end abruptly in a blunt tip. 
 
Purple nutsedge tubers often have dense hairs on them 
and are connected by rhizomes. Yellow nutsedge lack the 
hairs and are not connected by chains. 
  
Kyllinga is a perennial weed, with a compact, rounded 
head like inflorescence, grows from rhizomes, and toler-
ates low mowing heights. This is because they are smaller 
and persist even if the turf is mowed to one inch or less.  
 
You can remove by hand, but, you must get all the under-
ground tubers and rhizomes. With soil moisture, it is easier 
to remove the tuber. Even with the soil moisture, the purple 

nutsedge is still more difficult to remove, due to the rhi-
zomes, and pulling can stimulate germination of dormant 
tubers, and thus exacerbate the problem. 
 
Selection of herbicide 
In order for the herbicide to control the weeds, it must be 
applied to healthy, actively growing turfgrass, and used 
according to the label. Always read the product label be-
fore application. 
Some of the products for treatment of these weeds include 
Halosulfuron-methyl (Manage/Sedgehammer),  Imazaquin
( Image), Sulfosulfuron (Certainty),  and Sulfentrazone. 
 
Manage/Sedgehammer can be applied to most cool and 
warm season turfgrass species. Results may not be seen 
for up to 2 weeks after application, and multiple applica-
tions are often required for long term control.  Adding a 
suitable nonionic surfactant will improve control by allowing 
water droplets to spread more easily on the leaf surface. 
 
Image can be applied to many warm season turfgrasses, 
including buffalograss, centipedegrass, and St. Augustine 
grass.  Results may not be seen for up to 2 weeks after 
application, and adding a nonionic surfactant may improve 
control. 
 
Certainty can be applied to most warm season turfgrasses. 
Results may not be visible for up to 2 weeks, and, as with 
other systemic products, should be applied with a suitable 
nonionic surfactant to maximize leaf uptake.  Also may 
take several applications for control.  The homeowner is 
cautioned to be sure to apply at the proper rate when using 
with St. Augustine grass. 
 
Sulfentrazone (Ortho Nutsedge Killer for Lawns) can be 
applied to most turfgrass species. If other herbicides are 
combined with sulfentrazone, the product will increase con-
trol of other weed species, such as crabgrass or broadleaf 
weeds. Results are likely seen within 48 hours, and it will 
suppress sedges for 2-4 weeks. Repeated applications 
may be needed for long term control. 
 
For more information for Nutsedge and Kyllinga Control, 
please refer to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension publication 
ESC-027. 
 

 

Do You Know About...?  
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Meridith-Dunbar Early 

Childhood Academy - 

Recycle-Reduce-Reuse  

Days 
- Marjorie Gillmeister  

 
Children learned how to recycle and reuse a plastic 
water bottle as seed starters to take home as Moth-
erôs Day gifts in a few weeks.  Many planted flowers 
and vegetables for their school garden as well.  I cre-
ated an ñEarth Dayò color sheet for the children to 
share the lesson with their families.  Special thank 
you to Janice Smith and new class intern 2018, Laura 
Pope for supporting our youth programs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aubriella and Jeremiah of MDECA sharing their auto-
graphed stories they draw after having an Eggshell 
Gardening Day with Marjorie Gillmeister.  If you can 
inspire a child you can inspire many!  

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Photos by Marjorie Gillmeister 
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Montessori School 
- Marjorie Gillmeister  

 
We taught 58 children ages 2-6 the importance of re-
cycling and to care for Earth everyday.  All the chil-
dren planted seeds in plastic water bottles for their 
school garden and flowers as a gift for Mother's Day.  
Special thank you to Kellie Hussman and Baby Ever-
ett for assisting with the children.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Photos by  Marjorie Gillmeister 
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Austin Trip to the Great 

Outdoors 
- Sylvia Maedgen 

 
Several members ventured out to Austin on April 10th 
and visited the Great Outdoors Nursery.   

Whatõs Been Happeningé 

Cavazos Elementary 
- Marjorie Gillmeister 

What a colorful bunch, Special thank you to San-
dra Blankenship MG class of 2017, and new 
class interns 2018 Sandi Remson and Kathy 
Harte sharing Eggshell Gardening with about 
100 children at Cavazos Elementary in Nolanville 
for their career day.  

Photo by Marjorie Gillmeister  


