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 Please turn -in your service and education hours for last month. Everyone turns in service/

 education hours, that includes 2013 graduates and lifetime members.   

 Photo by Randy Brown           Egg illustration from http://ict-etwinning.blogspot.com  
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The Presidentõs Corner 

     Bluebonnet and wild flower season has arrived.  

Central Texas has a number of roads and byways 

that offer good wildflower viewing.  For up to date in-

formation call the Texas Department of transportation 

wildflower hotline (1-800-452-9292).  Wildflowers of 

many varieties bloom throughout April and May.  

Cooler weather and showers help to extend the sea-

son.  (We can hope we will have both.) 

    Our annual spring plant sale was held March 29th.  

We had many healthy and beautiful plants.  The Fri-

day evening hail, wind and rain did little damage to 

plants due to the preparation and efforts of those do-

ing prep work for the sale.  Thank you Carla for an-

other good plant sale. 

   The nominations committee will present a slate of 

candidates for office in our association at the April 

monthly meeting.  If there are no additional nomina-

tions from the floor, the election will follow.    Also this 

month, we will have a plant swap just prior to the 

meeting.  The program this month will be on bird mi-

gration.   If you miss the April monthly meeting, you 

will be missing too much.   Please try to attend.  

     There are still a number of members who have not 

signed the Texas Master Gardener Volunteer Agree-

ment.   If you are one of those members, please come 

by the office or attend a meeting to sign a form.  The 

form is now a state requirement for membership.  

   Our book (The 16th 

Anniversary Collec-

tion) has sold out of 

the second printing.  

However, it is not too 

late.  There is a wait-

ing list for the 3rd 

printing.  It is a won-

derful publication and 

worthy of being a gift 

for another gardener 

on your list and cer-

tainly you need a 

copy too.  

   The April issue of Tex Appeal magazine featured an 

article by Bell county Master Gardeners Frances 

Idoux and Beverly Wickersham.  It was a very nice 

article, thank you Frances and Beverly for represent-

ing us so well.    Look for 

publication this summer in 

Texas Gardener maga-

zine of an article about 

Bell county Master Gar-

deners and the Killeen 

municipal court garden. 

    April will be a busy 

month for our association.  

Thank you all for volun-

teering for school pro-

grams, earth day pro-

grams, the plant sale and 

the ongoing preparations for our state conference.    

Enjoy the beautiful weather to come and of course 

Texas wildflowersééééé.Laura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Randy Brown and Frances Idoux 
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Monarchs on the Decline 

By Myra Crenshaw  

There was a very interesting article in Texas 

Parks and Wildlife  March 2014 edition by Rob 

McCorkle.  I would like to summarize some of the 

interesting facts in his article.  A handful of volun-

teers count the monarchs at Guadalupe River 

State Park because Texas plays a key role in the 

life cycle of the monarch, the official state insect 

of Texas.  Both the fall and spring migrants fun-

nel through the heart of the state on their way to 

and from central Mexicoôs Transvolcanic Moun-

tains.  Hard freezes in 2002 caused a huge loss 

of monarchs.  They can tolerate temperatures 

down to 18 degrees if itôs dry, but if itôs raining 

and the mercury drops to below 32 degrees, they 

can freeze to death.  

Hundreds of Texans net monarchs to attach an 

adhesive, dime-sized tag printed with a unique 

number to the butterflyôs hind wing.  Those who 

find one of the tagged monarchs (in Mexico, it 

brings $5 bounty) can call an 800 number or go 

online to Monarch Watch.  Most of us know the 

big problem is habitat loss.  Sixty percent of the 

grassland ecosystemôs milkweed has been wiped 

out because of herbicide-tolerant crops and con-

version of land to biofuel crops.   

Planting milkweed is considered the most impor-

tant step Texans can take to help monarchs.  The 

three most common native milkweed species 

found in Texas are antelope horn, green antelope 

horn and zizotes.   

From McCorkleôs interesting monarch facts, here 

are a few.  A single monarch female can lay up to 

300 to 400 eggs.  An adultôs lifespan ranges from 

one to nine months.  Migrating monarchs can 

cover an average of 25 to 30 miles a day.  Most 

monarchs joining fall migration are 3 to 4 genera-

tions removed from those that make the previous 

yearôs journey.  Monarchs are notably promiscu-

ous, with lifetime mating frequencies of about 8 

for each sex.  They contain a group of com-

pounds known as cardiac glycosides, acquired by 

monarch larvae feeding on milkweed that pro-

vides protection by inducing vomiting in many 

vertebrates.  Monarchs overwinter in dense clus-

ters of alpine oyamel firs in a semi-dormant state, 

living off stored fats.  To quote McCorkle, mon-

archs are one of the worldôs 20,000 butterfly spe-

cies that command awe and respect.  
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Home and Garden Show a Success 

- Louann Hight  

Thanks to all the BCMGA volunteers that 

made our booth a great success at the 2014 

Home & Garden Show.  Our seminars were 

well attended and were presented by: 

Drip Irrigation - Gary Slanga 

Vegetable Gardening - Jerry Lewis 

Herbs - Terrie Hahn and Betty Nejtek 

Butterflies and Humming Birds - Mary Ann 

Everett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by 

Louann 

Hight 



6 

 

Spring Plant Sale Prep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Randy Brown  

Busy days before the Plant Sale include plant delivery and 

unloading, set up of the Ask the Master Gardener booth and 

outdoor informational booths, delivery of much needed light-

ing, clean up of demo beds and even some resting. 

Photos by Randy Brown 
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Crowds at the Spring Plant Sale 
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Crowds...continued  

 

Photos by Randy 

Brown  

      


