
   

Springtails  

By Wizzie Brown 

Springtails are very small, primitive arthropods that are 
commonly found in soil, leaf litter, and other areas of mois-
ture. They are wonderful for compost piles as decompos-
ers that feed on decaying vegetation, fungi, algae, lichen, 
and bacteria, breaking the items down into usable nutri-
ents. 

Springtails can reach up to 10 mm but most are around 1-2 
mm in size. They have various body shapes and colors, six 
legs and are wingless. Springtails get their name from the 

way that they propel themselves forward through the air. Most springtails have a forked 
organ called the furcula that comes off the tip of the abdomen. The furcula can be curled 
under the body and hook into an organ called the retinaculum. When the furcula is re-
leased from the retinaculum, it pushes the springtail up and into the air making it look as 
if itôs jumping. 

Springtails are often drawn to areas of moisture which can lead them into ponds, swim-
ming pools, potted plants, or well-watered raised beds. While typically found outdoors, 
they can move indoors with plants or in search of areas of moisture such as a water leak. 

If springtails are outdoors, leave them as they are essential decomposers. If you find 
them indoors, it is a signal that there is a moisture issue nearby; seek out and remedy the 
source of moisture to make the area less habitable for any springtails. 

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service Program Specialist at ebrown@ag.tamu.edu. 

This work is supported by the USDA-NIFA Extension Implementation Program, project award no. 2024-70006-43508, from the U.S. 
Department of Agricultureôs National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations ex-
pressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government 

determination or policy. 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference 
to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service or the Texas AgriLife Research is implied. Extension 
programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, 

race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  
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Volunteering  

Master Gardeners volunteer in the community to teach others about horticulture. We follow the 
research-based recommendations of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. Members who complete 

50 hours of volunteer service in the year after training earn the designation ñTexas Master Gar-
dener.ò We use our title only when engaged in Texas A&M AgriLife Extension activities.  
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How BCMGA Actually Runs ñ and Where You Might Fit In   

By Dale Weiss 

Every now and then itôs helpful to step back and look at the 
bigger picture. We attend meetings, work in the gardens, help 
at events, and log our hours ð but how does BCMGA continue 
to function year after year? 

The simple answer is this: it works because a lot of people 
each do a small part. 

As a Master Gardener association supported by the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service, we do have 
structure and guidelines that help keep us or-
ganized. There are officers who oversee 
budgets and policies, directors who coordi-
nate key areas of work, and project leads 

who keep our efforts moving forward. 

But structure alone isnôt what makes an organization strong. 

What makes BCMGA work is the steady willingness of members to 
say, ñI can help with that.ò 

That willingness matters. Every hour logged, every plant potted, eve-
ry question answered, every behind-the-scenes task completed ð it 
all contributes to something larger than any one personôs role. 

Some members enjoy planning and organizing. Some thrive in teaching and outreach. 
Others prefer hands-on garden work. Some step up for leadership roles. Others serve 
faithfully in smaller, consistent ways. All of it counts. 

There isnôt a spotlight role and a supporting role. Thereôs just participation. 

Over time, itôs that steady participation ð not big moments or grand gestures ð that 
builds stability and momentum. It allows new ideas to grow, projects to continue, and 
knowledge to be shared throughout our community. 

If youôve ever wondered where you fit, the good news is thereôs room for many differ-
ent kinds of involvement. You donôt have to carry everything. You simply carry whatôs 
manageable and meaningful for you. 

BCMGA doesnôt run because a few people do it all. It runs because many people con-
tribute in ways that are sustainable for them. 

Thank you for the ways you already show up. They matter more than you may realize. 

From the President, 
Dale Weiss 



 4 

Cold -hardy Natives Survive Texas Winters Without Our Help   

By Howard Nemerov 

Would you like to grow a landscape that laughs off our winters, naturally fills space, 
crowds out winter weeds, and attracts local bees and butterflies? I highly recommend 
these Texas-tough natives that need little to no care once established. After all, they 
survived here long before humans arrived. 

Benefits of growing natives 

As temperatures dipped below 20Á in January, people asked me what I was doing to 
ñprotectò my plants. ñNothing,ò I replied. During February 2021ôs Snowmaggedon, 
where temperatures reached single digits, none of my natives died: they ñgot this.ò 
Here are some Texas Tough species that scoff at winter. 

Cutleaf Daisy (Engelmannia peristenia) 

Not every native plant may look as photogenic as exotics 
that make the covers of garden magazines, but those ex-
otics canôt handle our climate without a lot of water, ferti-
lizer, and fussing. This perennial may make the ñuglyò 
list, but itôs colonizing along the right-of-way where heavy 
clay soil resists nearly every other attempt at creating a 
pollinator garden.  

The best news is I donôt do 
anything and this species 

produces loads of small, yellow flowers from April 
through June (right).  

Iôve found that small flowers tend 
to attract small pollinators, and 
thatôs true here as I ñcapturedò 
this Skipper (left). Even as petals 
dry out from heat and curl under, 
flowers still contain enough nectar to provide much-needed 
sustenance. This is one tough plant!  

Texas Bluebonnet (Lupinus texensis)  

Seeds germinate in fall, producing small rosettes that 
survive freezing temperatures, and then sprint into spring 
to create the beautiful blue flower clusters that made Tex-
as Bluebonnets our state flower. I took this photo less 
than two weeks after Januaryôs freeze. If plants could say 
ñwhateverò this is how it would look (right).  

(Continued on page 5) 
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If your fall seed scattering is successful, your spring garden may look like this be-
tween March and May (below). Make sure you let plants go to seed and you may nev-
er have to buy seed again.  

Tall Goldenrod (Solidago altissima)  

Note: This species does not cause allergies. Many con-
fuse this with Ragweed, which is Ambrosia artemisiifolia, 
a totally different plant. While both have roughly similar 
growth habitsðupright and tallðthey have different flow-
er structure and color, different leaf shapes, and perhaps 
most importantly different biochemistry. Lady Bird John-
son Wildflower Center has online photo albums for both 
species so you can easily differentiate between the two.*  

The reason I stress this point 
is because Goldenrod species are excellent pollinator 
plants,  helping fuel the fall Monarch migration as well as 
serving native bees (right). Any native that helps Mon-
archs reach their over-winter destination in Mexico, are 
low maintenance and easily grown, is worth growing. 

Last year, I planted one small plant. Proving it has a rhi-
zomatous root system, there are several new crowns 
emerging this year (above left). But donôt wonder if youôre 
planting some type of runner bamboo pest: New crowns 
are within a foot of the original plant, making it easy to 
control via division. I plan to let this get established, but by next year I can manage its 
spread (if necessary) and offer them at our semi-annual plant sales so you can help 
build a nectar highway for fall-migrating Monarchs.  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Courtesy of U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife 
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Prairie Coneflower (Ratibida columnifera)  

I trialed this species last year as I convert tomato beds into 
native seed crops, and this oneôs a winner. Most of last 
yearôs plants returned with larger, stronger rosettes that 
crowd out winter ñweedsò and grasses, naturally creating a 
pollinator space with less work (weeding). 

Theyôre also prolific seed producers: Look for them at our 
Seed Library, and buy ground-ready starts at future spring 
plant sales and larger plants in the fall. 

One way to determine a 
plantôs happy where it was planted is self-seeding. I took 
this photo in the same space, showing two babies emerg-
ing where one of last yearôs plants failed to return (right). 
This is a microcosm of Nature: Genetically weaker plants 
didnôt survive winter, but stronger genetics from survivorsô 
seeds sprouted to claim that space so that the population 
will thrive, producing healthier, viable generations that han-
dle our ñexceptionalò climate. 

The illustration on the left shows why ñPrairie Coneflowerò is a common 
name. Ratibida columnifera flowered from mid-April through July.  

Baby Blue Eyes (Nemophila phacelioides)  

If this annual likes where you planted them last year, it can become a 
carpet in succeeding seasons. Iôve tried saving seed but this oneôs best 
left to its own devices: Seeds will sprout 
where they like and plants produce plen-
ty of seed for next yearôs generation. Iôm 
continually surprised as new clusters 
emerge where none existed last year.  

Like the others here, rosettes showed no 
ill effects from a week of freezing temperatures (right).  

The photo on the left shows 
a backyard bed beneath Crapemyrtles in March 2023, 
highlighting how this species is an early-spring bloomer 
and understory plant. It also shows Natureôs efficiency in 
providing for early-season pollinators: Nemophila phaceli-
oides grows beneath dormant deciduous trees and shrubs, 
flowering and setting seed before getting shaded out. No 
matter: This species reproduces quickly, with flowering 
season beginning in March and ending in April.  

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Courtesy of Texas 

Tech 
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(Continued from page 6) 

Donôt worry about providing it bright sunlight. New clusters appear in shadier garden 
spaces, indicating their preference. The best gardening lesson is to trust Nature and 
learn to follow. 

Bastrop is home to many tiny bees that 
seem almost invisible yet provide neces-
sary ecosystem services, like Halictus 
ligatus (Ligated Furrow Bee, left), or the 
green sweat bee (unknown species, 
right) with her tiny companion hanging 
off a flower petal. Thereôs a whole world 
of beautiful and useful insects waiting to 

be invited into your garden!  

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)  

While weeding this area (left) to give these plants more 
space and nutrientsðwinter-hardy grasses consume nutri-
ents, tooðI accidentally pulled up one crown attached to 
last yearôs root system, proving this species is a root-hardy 
perennial.  

New plants have emerged where no plants grew last year, 
showing this species will self-sow if it likes the space. 
Since Iôm growing natives for seed stock to eliminate the 
need to wild harvest and put pressure on endemic popula-

tions, this is great news. 

Native bees enjoy Rudbeckia hirta, like this unknown species 
photographed last June (right). Flowers persisted from mid-April 
through July, providing nectar into the summer months when oth-
er flowers fade in the heat. Rudbeckia hirta handles both freezing 
temperatures and summer heat. 

Further reading on Goldenrods 

Solidago altissima Image Gallery. Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center. https://www.wildflower.org/gallery/
species.php?id_plant=SOAL6  

Ambrosia artemisiifolia Image Gallery. Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center. https://www.wildflower.org/plants/
result.php?id_plant=AMAR2  

Mark Wexler. ñWorth Their Weight in Gold.ò National Wild-
lifeÈ, July 31, 2017. https://www.nwf.org/
Magazines/National-Wildlife/2017/Aug-
Sept/Gardening/Goldenrods 
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