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BECOME A MASTER GARDENER

By Ginger Easton Smith, County Extension Agent

What are Master Gardeners?  They are members of the community who love growing trees, shrubs, flowers and vegetables.  They are enthusiastic, willing to learn and to share what they know with others.  But what really sets Master Gardeners apart from other home gardeners is their special training in horticulture.  

Master Gardeners is not a club, nor a volunteer workforce for community landscape projects, or a landscape maintenance crew.  It is a program of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension designed to reach more people in Extension’s mission to provide horticultural education.  

Certified Texas Master Gardeners, through Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, have received a minimum of 50 hours of instruction, passed a written exam, and volunteered at least 50 hours of time on projects to expand horticulture education in the area.  Annual recertification requires both continuing education and (fewer) volunteer hours.  

If you think you might be interested in becoming a Master Gardener, consider the following.  Are you eager to participate in a practical and intense training program?  Do you have enough time to attend the training and complete the volunteer service?  Do you look forward to sharing your knowledge with people in the community?  If you answered yes to these questions, the Master Gardener program could be for you. 

You are invited to a free information and registration session on the 2018 Master Gardener Intern Class Series, Wednesday, July 11 (yes, that’s today or tomorrow!), 1:30-3:00 p.m. at Texas A&M AgriLife Extension – Aransas County office, 892 Airport Rd., Rockport.  Attendees will learn about what the Master Gardener program is, it’s horticultural activities, and requirements for certification as a Master Gardener. 
The Intern Classes run August 7 through November 13, 1:30-5:00 p.m., usually on Tuesday. Class size is limited. The informational session is free and open to the public; it is not necessary to sign up for it, and attending it does not obligate you to register for the series of classes.

Topics covered in the training include practical botany, integrated pest management, turf, plant problems, tree care, landscape plant selection, pruning, vegetable gardening, propagation, soils, plant diseases, habitat gardening, rainwater harvesting, and composting.     

Master Gardeners in our community are very knowledgeable volunteers who contribute greatly to the public, providing education through various methods. They answer garden and landscape related questions at the Extension office, provide monthly Brown Bag presentations (3rd Tuesday of the month, noon-1:00), educational seminars and workshops, and Tree Team visits.  They also teach school and preschool children about plants, soil, insects and related topics, just to name a few of their many, many activities and contributions. They are members of the Aransas-San Patricio Master Gardeners, an active and effective association which, in turn, belongs to the Texas Master Gardeners Association.     

Master Gardeners also write articles in this column on all kinds of horticultural subjects, and design public gardens for non-profit organizations.  The Aransas-San Patricio Master Gardeners designed, planted and maintain demonstration gardens in Aransas county at the Extension office on Airport Road; Coastal Oaks Garden, the Children’s Garden and the Prairie Garden which are free and open to the public during business hours (just stop in the office to let us know you’re here to visit please). 

The original Master Gardener program was begun 40 years ago by Washington State University, to expand the Extension Service’s reach in providing science-based horticultural information to home gardeners and community groups.  The program has spread across the nation, always affiliated with a land-grant college or university, which in our case is Texas A&M.  The first Master Gardener class in Texas was held in 1979, and the program has grown steadily since then.  

Land-grant colleges such as the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, which opened in 1876, have grown into universities like Texas A&M University.  Every U.S. state and territory and the District of Columbia has at least one land-grant college.  The Cooperative Extension Service developed out of the land-grant colleges to extend the research findings of the college to citizens in their communities through cooperative support from the county, state and federal governments. 

If you have questions about the Master Gardener program, please contact County Agriculture Agent, Ginger Easton Smith at 790-0103 or go to http://aransas.agrilife.org/.   

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating
Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the AgriLife Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.
