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Let’s Plant Some Trees
By:  Bernadette Brown, Master Gardener Intern

The Rockport area is known for its fishing, beaches, art, birds, and trees. The live oaks have been the muse for many artists. Harvey has temporarily disrupted the enjoyment of these treasures as we are focused on tearing down, cleaning-up, and rebuilding. Hopefully, we can reestablish our area as one with magnificent trees. When passing by the piles of brush and limbs let’s think about replacing the trees.

A little preplanning can ensure the tree you plant will have a good chance of surviving and your money will be well-spent. Luckily we are entering the planting season for trees (fall through early spring). Planting sooner than later helps the tree’s roots become established before the next summer. 

First, think about where you want to put your tree. Will space accommodate a big tree? Will there be conflicts with your roof, foundation, or power/gas lines? Next, consider the amount of sun that the tree will receive during the day. Plants have their preferences on the amount of light they require. The soil is another important aspect when choosing a tree. If you are unsure of the kind of soil you have (loam, clay, clay, or combination) then a soil test can be beneficial. The Aransas County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office will be happy to provide you with a sample bag and instructions on getting a soil sample analyzed. 

Now it is time to go tree shopping. You should consider a native or adapted tree that can thrive in the temperatures, humidity, and average rainfall in south Texas. The tree should be resistant to local plant diseases and insects. Read the tree’s tag for detailed information. Look the tree over for damage or pest problems. It should have even growth on most sides and be growing straight up. Check that the top was not cut off and that it is not root bound in the container. 

There are several suggestions for large trees that will grow well over 30 feet tall and 30 feet wide at the crown of the tree. The following are trees that can take full sun, sandy or clay loams, and grow well in this region. These trees have low to medium water requirements after establishment. The burr oak is fast growing, salt tolerant, and resistant to Oak Wilt. It can reach 100 ft. by 100 ft. There are two elms in this category, the American elm and cedar elm. Their blooms provide food and a place to nest for birds. The honey mesquite will grow faster than most trees. It has low water needs, is salt tolerant, and deer resistant. Another choice is the red mulberry tree. It produces an edible fruit in the fall. The Anacua evergreen tree also produces fruit but in late summer. This tree has significant water needs to get established, but then it can thrive on average rainfall. It is a slow growing tree. Birds and butterflies love these trees.

Trees that require part-sun or part-shade are the lacey oak and live oak. The lacey oak is a smaller tree compared to the others. It has low water needs, and deer do not find it edible. It is resistant to Oak Wilt. The live oak tree is native to Rockport, and the most magnificent one is the Big Tree in Lamar. Live oaks are evergreen, slow growing and salt tolerant. This tree’s width might exceed its height. Another suggestion is the sugarberry hackberry. This tree is a fast-growing tree that blooms in the spring. It is salt and deer resistant. Although this is not the definitive list of trees, they are ones that do flourish in this area. Check the Texas Tree Selector website (Texas A&M Texas Forest Service) website for more suggestions; www. texastreeplanting.tamu.edu/.
When you get your tree home and do not have time to plant it immediately, place it out of the hot sun and wind and keep the soil moist. When removing the tree from the pot, try not to damage the roots. If it is root bound, split the rootball on each side with a knife. Dig a hole that is at least two to three times bigger than the root span. The looser the surrounding soil the easier the roots can extend outward. Cut the roots free if any materials are binding it. Do not dig deeper than the roots. The ground should be even with where the roots and trunk meet. As you fill in the soil, start watering slowly. Lastly, cover the area surrounding the base of the tree with mulch, making sure it is not touching the trunk. You may need a calendar for the watering schedule. For the first two weeks soak the tree every other day. Then during the third week soak it every three days. After this, you can water once a week and then slowly taper off so the rain will take over. Time will take care of the rest.
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