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Please wait...........before you non-lovers of petunias read elsewhere, check out this spectacular performer, Texas born and bred. The Laura Bush petunia (Petunia x violacea 'Laura Bush') is rightfully included in the collection of Texas Superstars.  It is a hybrid of the V.I.P. petunia (Very Important Petunia or Violet in Perfusion) and old-fashioned petunia. It is more cold tolerant, and heat tolerant than most modern hybrids.

Consider growing these beauties in large, tall pots, barrels, down a wall, or hanging baskets.  Watch them cascade over the sides. For maximum blooming they should receive at least 6 hours of sunlight.  At times blooms will completely cover the foliage.  They will bloom well in filtered sun, as under a pergola, but will surely be a disappointment if grown in shade.  Planted in plenty of morning sun is a good choice here in our area due to the unmerciful afternoon suns during summer.  There are very few plants that don't appreciate a short reprieve. Having said that though, 'Laura Bush' can take the heat! 

This reseeding petunia blooms profusely from spring to frost.  A regular haircut of 20%-30% done every 6 to 8 weeks maintains the vibrant purple show. Reseeding brings back delightful blooms during mild Texas winters. If gardeners wish, they can collect seeds at the end of the season in paper containers, store, and replant the following spring.

Not limited to growing in pots, they make quite a show in a well-drained bed of mass planting. Start with young plants placed 12 inches or so apart. A week after being planted, begin fertilizing. If desirable, a mild solution of a root stimulator with more phosphorous (middle number in the chemical equation) can be added at planting time.  At full mounded growth, this petunia should grow 24 inches tall and spread to 36 inches. Use them in front of taller plants.  'Laura Bush' petunia seeds can be purchased from Wildseed Farms in Fredericksburg, Texas, the exclusive distributor for these seeds. Their color mix includes violet, pink, and purple.

Water regularly, but carefully and underneath the delicate blooms.  A drip irrigation system would work well here once the plants are established. Fertilize monthly for continuous bloom. Shearing, watering, and fertilizing regularly is the key to staying impressed with this 'SuperStar’™.   

Another advantage this petunia has over many other plants is that it is relatively resistant to insects and disease. Some insects such as aphids may appear, but can be controlled with a light insecticide dusting. 

Consider affects of color on our outdoor surroundings. According to some color experts, the big news in color is purple and blue-violet.  These soft colors aid in creating a more relaxing and serene mood. In summer heat, on decks and patios the 'Laura Bush' Petunia does just that. Dr. Jerry Parsons, Extension Horticulturist of Texas Agrilife Extension Service came up with a Pink 'Laura Bush' petunia. 

An added bonus of the 'Laura Bush' is that it attracts butterflies, bees, and birds.  Lots of positives listed here about this earth-friendly show-off.  Once you've tried them, you will want these champs year after year.

A word about Texas Superstars:  Only the toughest, most reliable, and best-looking plants make into this elite group. These plants have gone through several years of field trials by Texas A&M University's Agriculture Program. They must be top performers in Texas growing conditions. During field trials, plants receive minimal soil preparation, minimal water and no pesticides.  Ultimately what this means to homeowners is success with beautiful landscape plantings.
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