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ROCKPORT IS BLOOMING-4th ANNUAL CONTEST IS UNDERWAY!

By Ginger Easton Smith

Flower buds are popping open, leaves are expanding and growing, warm weather is certainly here and we’ve even had some rain.  Also, Rockport in Bloom signs have begun sprouting up around town.  It must be time for the fourth annual Rockport in Bloom contest.  

The city beautification program contest is not just about pretty flowers, but about beautifying and taking pride in our community.  Beautification has been shown to have an impact on all aspects of that community’s success, including public health.  

The late Lady Bird Johnson, known for her successful efforts to beautify the country, once explained that beautification also refers to "clean water, clean air, clean roadsides, safe waste disposal and preservation of valued old landmarks as well as great parks and wilderness areas."

The event, which is free to enter, is sponsored by Keep Rockport Beautiful, an advisory committee to the City of Rockport.  The committee’s primary purpose is to work toward continued city improvement and beautification of its environment.

Because Rockport in Bloom is a community beautification program, entries must be visible from the street.  There are a number of categories; Residential has four: xeriscaping (very low water requirement), shrubs and flowering plants, sustainable (low input, low maintenance using plants adapted to the area), and containers.  Business has two categories: grounds and containers. The other three categories are Parks, Schools (public and private) and Churches.  Note that entries must be in the Rockport city limits for all categories except churches and schools, which must be within Aransas County.

Each property may only be entered in one category, but participants may enter more than one category if they have more than one property.  For example, a business owner can enter their home landscape in “Residential-shrubs and flowering plants”, and their business in “Business-containers”.  

The contest began on April 16, and has a strict entry deadline of May 13 at 5:00 p.m.  Judging will be the following week.  Entrants do not need to be present for judging as it will take place without entering the property.  Scoring will be based on the following criteria: overall effect of garden design, overall quality of plant materials, originality, and maintenance.

Winners will be announced on May 22nd at the 2012 Volunteers in Bloom Appreciation Reception and Awards Ceremony at 5:30 pm, Rockport City Hall.  All nominees are invited to the ceremony.  Awards will recognize first and second place in all with five or more entries. First, second, and third place winners in each category (with at least five entries) will receive a gift certificate to a local nursery for $100, $75, and $50, respectively.  In categories with fewer than five entries, judges will determine the number of awards.

Go to http://www.keeprockportbeautiful.com/, click on Rockport in Bloom and page down to find the entry form and to see the complete contest information, as well as a list of last year’s winning entries. Or pick up an entry form at City Hall.  Entries can be made on-line, mailed to City Hall at 622 E. Market St, Rockport 78382, or dropped off at the Reception Desk at City Hall.  See the Rockport in Bloom website, or contact City Hall at 729-2213, ext. 222, for more information.
It’s free to enter, it’s a fun contest, and it’s a good thing; so enter yourself, or someone else (with their permission of course!) in as many categories as apply. It might develop into a good natured neighborhood competition, resulting in an even lovelier place to live.  

Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361-790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E. Mimosa in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

