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XERISCAPE LANDSCAPING AND GARDENING
By Jean Chiuminatta, Master Gardener
Let’s see is it “odd number” or “even number” that gets to water today? Can I water at 12:30 or is it before 10 A.M. & after 6 P.M.? Can I wash my little car today in the driveway with the garden hose or is it a bucket of soap & water?  I just can’t remember the dos & don’ts. I better call the city and find out for sure. If this drought and conditional use doesn’t end soon, I’m going to scream or pour concrete over everything and stop gardening.

What is a person to do? I really want green grass and a pretty garden.  I heard of a new term recently, maybe that’s the answer.

“XERISCAPE GARDENING”

The word “xeriscape” was coined in 1981 by a task force consisting of members of the Denver Water Dept., Colorado State University and the Associated Landscape Contractors to focus on a new way to look at landscaping:  water conservation through creative landscaping, using plants that require very little water once established.  In our area, many of these plants will be native -they developed in our environment which has periods of very low rainfall.  

The concept is to create a beautiful outdoor environment without pouring thousands of gallons of expensively purified water down the drain in the process. Design or redesigning of a landscape helps eliminate some of the estimated 50% of domestic or residential water usage that goes into maintaining landscapes in the U.S.

“Nearly half of water employed for domestic use ends up on your lawn or garden. Nationwide we pump out an average of 82 billion gallons of water each day from groundwater and only 61 billion gallons are replaced each day through rainfall and runoff”.

Xeriscaping landscape, if done correctly, can reduce water usage with no sacrifice in beauty and is adaptable to most styles of landscaping. “The creation of a xeriscape involves a series of specific and interconnected steps, from planning to maintenance, which can result in an estimated 20 to 80% savings in landscape water usage”. WOW, I like that thought.

For the regions of the country that experience drought conditions this can be considered “drought insurance”. “In many areas of Texas, an alarming decrease in groundwater levels has led to a renewed emphasis on water conservation”. Five counties in Central Texas (including San Antonio) have drawn down so much water levels remain at least 20-35ft below normal.

With the water shortages in the various areas of the U.S. it sounds to me that in future years, xeriscaping will become a common term and practice. Shortages of water from whatever source will surely create higher water prices from the water companies, for the resources to improve existing systems or to motivate conservation. Xeriscape landscaping was a concept born out of desperation. It will take work and thought to develop a true xeriscape landscape that rarely needs watering, but in the end it will be worth it. I hate the thought of my lawn, plants, shrubs and trees being converted to concrete for lack of water or the cost to buy it.  Xeriscaping is a step to prevent that.  
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