CONTACT:


Nancy Freeman 361-790-0103













[image: image1.png]TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION




RELEASE DATE: December 01, 2016
LIVE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
By:  Jean Chiuminatta, Master Gardener

Time to start on my Christmas list; once again, I don’t know what to give my daughter and her husband for Christmas.  Like so many others, they are middle aged, need nothing or can go out and buy most of what they want or need. Is that a problem for you as well when holiday shopping?

Then it hit me; I will design and plant an herb garden for them. I will try to plant their favorite herbs from small plants, or buy seeds and start growing them so that by Christmas they can take over. Then they can continue growing the herbs and harvest them as needed.

My daughter and her husband live in a condominium with no yard space, only a front porch and a rear porch. But the porch has a roof overhang that will protect seeds and plants from wind, rain and cold/cool temperatures.

To get started, I needed an area for this temporary project indoors and my office has two large windows which let in sufficient morning sun. Should you decide to create a similar gift for someone, the following items are needed:

Supplies and prep area:

Work table, cover to protect table, soil (more on this below), seeds, cuttings or small plants or a combination of all three, a trowel, 4" seed cups/pots, rooting powder (for cuttings), water pitcher, trays for seed cups/cuttings/4" plants.  Also, a final container that the developed plants are going to be placed in (I chose a half barrel as final home. I also attached bows on the side to make it look like a gift).

Soil:

It is important for the soil to be somewhat coarse for good drainage, and well supplied with organic matter.  No matter how good your outdoor garden soil, it is too dense by itself for container gardening.  Instead, opt for packaged potting soil or planting mix. Once I pick out my preferred soil, I empty the chosen bag into a container with a lid. For me, it is easier to handle than from bag, but either way you need a scoop for removing soil and placing it into the containers.

Fertilizer:

Container-grown herb plants will benefit from periodic feedings.

Temperature and humidity considerations:
Where are you going to grow the herbs? Indoors or outdoors? Is the area going to be too cold, too hot or just right with morning sun and temps about 70F/21C, which is satisfactory during the day, and around 60F/16C at night? 

OK, now what?  It’s planting time:

My 6' table is set up in front of the windows, plastic table cover on table, soil bucket by or on the table, trays placed on the cover (number of trays and seed cups is contingent on how many kinds of herbs you have picked out for the gift and  the size of the final container.  I chose 17, of which 8 were small herb plants and the rest were seed packets).  I also have rooting powder, a water pitcher, and labels.  Whether it’s seeds, a cutting, or a plant, be sure to label each container so the contents will be known to whoever receives your gift. Once planted, gently water each seed cup.  As the seeds grow and pop their little heads through the soil, be careful not to water them too frequently.  It is exciting the first time a seed pokes its head through the soil (this city girl was really excited when she saw the seedling pop up).

Final Steps:
When the plants are about 4-6" tall, its’ time to transplant them from the seed cups into the soil mixture you have put into the final container. Do not plant too close together.  The work is finished now except for watering. Now you deliver your herb garden to the recipient for Christmas. Enjoy creating your herb garden as a living present.
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