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I LOVE CONTAINER GARDENING
By Jean Chiuminatta, Master Gardener 
When was the last time you took a stroll through a garden department of a store, nursery, botanical garden, rose garden, country fair, park, zoo, school ground, neighborhood yard or even garage sale and saw beautiful plants, flowers, gardens, trees, citrus trees, fresh veggies or veggie plants, ground covers, lawn or shrubs and wished you could have those at your home?  Maybe you just walk away because your home is not large enough.  The problem is you have no space for anything as you live in apartment, condominium, duplex, RV Park, or rent a room.

Guess again, the solution to the problem is container plants.  Depending on the space available and the type of plant you desire to grow, you may be able to grow inside and/or outside your premises in a container. Container gardening is a solution for many folks who have limited space and time to contribute to growing something they wish to have. Most anything can be grown in a container:  small trees, shrubs, cactus, succulents, citrus, vegetables, ground cover or grasses.

One big advantage and the versatility of container gardening is that you can move pots wherever and whenever you want. Even when you move from one house, or one town, to another you can take them with you. Different color flowers can change the look.  I like to rearrange my garden whenever just for fun or a change. Sometimes a plant needs more or less shade or sun and when it is in a container, it’s easy to just move it from one spot to another.

Adaptability is another major advantage of growing in containers. If a container can hold soil, it can be used. There are so many styles and types of containers from which to choose. In my garden, I have used bowls, tubs, plastic and metal pails, clay, ceramic, hanging baskets, garbage cans, tires, wooden boxes, all sizes of wire and wooden trellises, and even cooking pots from the kitchen.  I have a wire 6-foot fence with about 25 hanging baskets. I am even growing a dwarf lemon tree in a container. 

Let your imagination go wild, be creative, be colorful, unusual, silly; let your stress take a break and just enjoy yourself indoors or outdoors creating. Past President, Gilbert S. Daniels, of the American Horticultural Society, stated "Container gardening is gardening at its most versatile"

I recommend starting with small pot and planting two to four plants to see and experience the joy and fun of creating your own container garden, or you might find out that you do not like it or even have time. You might discover that you have a "green thumb" and end up having lots of plants inside and outside!

The basic ingredients of container culture include the planting mix: the organic part of the mix may be peat moss; redwood, fir, or pine bark or combination of any two.  I use two kinds of commercial planting mix to give plants the aeration they need for root development. Good drainage is even more crucial for a container plant than for a garden plant. Most important in any container mix is the air space remaining in the soil after the water drains out. Plant roots require air for growth and respiration.

Container plants require nutrients to survive and potting soil alone does not furnish enough so the addition of fertilizer will be needed. Major nutrients include nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium.  Liquid fertilizers are the most popular method. Feeding with liquid fertilizer usually begins three weeks after potting the plant.  A large variety of products is available on the market; please read the labels carefully. If you are confused as to which one to use, ask the sales person for advice, call the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Aransas County Office in Rockport at (361) 790-0103, or stop by the office and visit with a Master Gardener for some insight.   

Can you tell yet that I love container plants?  Even though I have shrubs, trees, grass, flowers, and more in the ground, I must have 50 items in pots because I like to make changes with look, color, size and “just because”.

Come on and have some fun, I challenge you to try it and grow your pretties.  
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