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Here’s a list of July garden tasks for the Texas Coastal Bend area from the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners.
· Watch out for the heat.  Work in the morning or evening, drink plenty of water, protect yourself from the sun, and take plenty of breaks.

· You should be using your lawn mower at its highest setting by now.  St. Augustine likes to be mowed at 3.5 inches in sun, 4.5 inches in shade.

· Refrain from applying insecticide, herbicide, or fertilizer in this hot month if possible.

· Cut back watering your lawn to once a week or wait until you see footprints left behind in the grass when you walk across it.
· Avoid using sprinklers—much water is lost to evaporation and runoff.  Soaker hoses and trickle irrigation are more efficient.  You can also use a sprinkler hose face-down. 
· If you have an irrigation system, check it for leaks regularly and keep it in good repair.
· Don’t water too frequently. Wait until your plants show signs of needing it, and give them a deep soak.
· Water fruit trees and established landscape plants deeply every 2 weeks.

· Young trees and shrubs need to be watered once or twice a week for the first year.
· Give trees like oaks and palms a deep watering once a month if there’s no rain.

· Watch for signs of iron deficiency chlorosis—yellowing leaves with darker green veins.  Treat with iron sulfate or Texas greensand.
· Pull out and compost annuals and vegetables that are finished with their growing season.  As long as decaying plants are still in the ground, they become hosts for insects and diseases.
· After removing spent plants, mulch the area well: 3-4 inches thick, pulled away from any remaining stems and trunks.

· Solarize your cleared vegetable or flower beds by covering with a layer of clear plastic secured along the edges with rocks or strips of wood, to kill nematodes and weed seeds.  Leave the plastic in place until ready to plant in September.
· You can tell a watermelon is ripe when its underside turns from white to yellow.

· If your pepper plants are still fairly healthy but no longer producing, try to keep them alive for the summer and they will resume fruiting in the fall.

· Trim dead wood off roses, shrubs, and trees.
· It’s safe to prune oaks in July and August if you need to, although January and February are better.  Be sure to paint all cuts immediately with latex or pruning paint to minimize the risk of oak wilt.
· Deadhead your blooming trees and plants to keep them flowering.
· Give your roses their monthly feeding (through September), and water them deeply every 8-10 days.
· Look for psyllids on citrus trees.  Psyllids are little 1/8-inch insects that feed on leaves and stems.  You can recognize them by the way they attach themselves, head down and tail in the air.  If you find them, you can spray with insecticidal oil, such as soybean, cottonseed, citrus, or neem.
· Watch for signs of citrus greening, a deadly incurable disease that is sometimes carried by psyllids.  Symptoms include yellow shoots, rabbit-eared leaves, and misshapen fruit.  If you find symptoms, contact your County Extension Agent as soon as possible for verification.  This is a serious, destructive problem that wipes out whole orchards and is easily transmitted.
· Start getting ready for the fall influx of hummingbirds.  Clean your feeders and leave some water dripping on a large leaf.

· Plant hummingbird-friendly plants, such as yaupon holly, bottlebrush, cape honeysuckle, coral vine, Mexican fire bush, pentas, Pride of Barbados, Turk’s cap, verbena, cross vine, any native sage, esperanza, or Texas lantana (not the invasive –Lantana camara). Be sure to keep new plants well-watered to get them established and blooming by September.

Thanks to Master Gardeners Todd Cutting and Amanda Steves for contributing to this list.  
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