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Here’s a list of May garden tasks from the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners.
· Fertilize your lawn with half an inch of compost or apply slow-release fertilizer.  Wait until you have mowed at least twice.  Do not use weed-and-feed products—they can damage trees and other plants.
· If needed, apply a pre-emergent herbicide to control sandbur and other weed proliferation in your lawn.  Follow directions carefully.  Water it in with ½” of water.
· Mow frequently to control weeds, but don’t cut the grass too short.  Scalping can damage grass root systems.
· Start watering your lawn, but only when it needs water.  Wait until you see footprints in the grass when you walk on it.

· Keep mulch 3-4” deep around your plants.  Pull it several inches away from trunks or stems.

· Fertilize palms--use a 2:1:3 or 3:1:3 slow-release fertilizer that includes micronutrients.

· It’s not too late to plant container-grown shrubs and plants.  This is a good month to plant grass also.

· Start watering your landscape plants.  Early morning is best or use drip irrigation.  Water newly planted trees deeply once a week.
· Watch for spider mites, aphids, scale, powdery mildew, whiteflies, and beetles.  Many can be washed off plants with a strong spray of water or a soapy water spray.  Or use lightweight horticultural oil to fight scale, or neem oil for both insects and fungus.

· It’s okay to lightly prune shrubs and trees in May, but not live oaks.
· Fertilize your citrus trees with compost or a slow-release 3:1:2, or similar, fertilizer.

· Start watering citrus in May.  Water the trees on low with a hose over several hours.  While the fruit is developing, do this once every week or two.

· Pull out old cool-weather vegetable plants and replace them with warm-weather varieties such as okra, southern peas, sweet potatoes, eggplant, pumpkin, cantaloupe, and watermelon.
· Pull and store onions as the tops fall over.

· If you want summer squash or peppers, get the plants in the ground now—it will soon be too late.

· Keep harvesting your vegetables so the plants will continue to bloom and set fruit.  If you don’t, they will stop producing.

· Lightly fertilize vegetables that are growing now.

· Add mulch to your vegetable beds or between rows.
· Side-dress tomato plants with compost or slow-release fertilizer and apply a foliar-feeding spray weekly.

· Watch for stink bugs and leaf-footed bugs on tomato plants.  Pick them off or apply insecticidal soap.

· Avoid blossom-end rot on tomatoes by keeping them watered and well-mulched.

· You can pick tomatoes when the first bit of pink shows.  They will ripen at room temperature indoors, no sun required.

· Plant summer-blooming annuals like periwinkle, summer snapdragon, cosmos, marigold, and sunflower.  Plant caladium bulbs and impatiens in shady areas.  Zinnias, petunias, celosias, and salvias are good in sunny locations.
· Plant portulaca and purslane as edging plants, ground cover, and in hanging baskets.  They like hot sun and don’t need much water.

· Deadhead all your blossoming plants to maintain flower production.

· Fertilize and start watering roses.

· Watch for black spot on roses and other shrubs--remove and destroy diseased leaves to prevent re-infection.
· Prune climbing roses when they finish their spring bloom.

Fertilizing at the wrong time or too much can result in an influx of fertilizer in bays and other bodies of water.  For your lawn, wait until you have mowed twice, so it will be growing sufficiently to take up the fertilizer instead of leaving it to leach into the water table or become runoff.


Water your flower beds and landscape plants early in the morning.  Evening water can promote fungus.  Now is a good time to install a drip irrigation system for shrubs, flowering plants, and vegetables.  Or get a flat sprinkler hose and lay it so the holes are facing down.  Drip irrigation saves water by reducing evaporation and runoff and by targeting delivery to the roots.


Take care of your citrus trees by fertilizing them with compost or a slow-release fertilizer.  Start watering citrus in May so the trees won’t self-thin too much fruit.  If they don’t get adequate water, the trees will drop more fruit than usual in anticipation of major leaf and fruit growth.  While the fruit is developing, water them deeply every week or two, depending on how hot, dry, or windy it is.  It’s normal for young citrus trees to drop most of their fruit for a few years.

Thanks to Master Gardeners L’Ella Andrews, Laura Clark, Todd Cutting, Jeanna Godfrey, Darlene Gooris, and Jennifer Thomas for contributing to this list.  
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