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Landscape Water Restrictions:  What to Do About Phase 2
By Richard Snyder
Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener
Our rainfall seems as elusive as a winning lottery ticket. The one thing that we can count on is drought. Here are some thoughts on dealing with drought, water restrictions and their impact on your home’s lawn and landscape.

As of Monday July 28, 2014, the combined water levels of Lake Corpus Christi and Choke Canyon Reservoir were at 38 percent which triggered Phase 2 water restrictions. These restrictions apply to Aransas Pass, Gregory, Ingleside, Ingleside on the Bay, Odem, Port Aransas, Portland, Rincon Water Supply Corp., Rockport, Seaboard Water Supply Corp., Taft and all entities served by the San Patricio Municipal Water District. Sinton is not under Phase 2 restrictions.

The local city ordinances vary to some extent but must follow some basic San Patricio Municipal Water District guidelines.

· Watering of lawns and landscaped areas with hose-end or in-ground sprinklers is limited to once a week and not between 10 AM and 6 PM.*
· Watering of lawns and landscaped areas is permitted on any day if it is by a drip irrigation system with a positive shut-off device, a hand-held hose with a positive shut-off nozzle, a faucet filled container of five gallons or less, or well water. If well water is used, a legible sign must be prominently posted within two feet of the street number located on the premises.

· Well water is exempt from watering restrictions but it is suggested that such systems follow the guidelines.

· Water is not allowed to flow constantly through a tap, hydrant or valve.

· Water is not allowed to run off property into gutters or streets.

What are we going to do with our lawns and gardens? Before you rush out and order a load of rock and cactus, let’s talk about lawns, which are your thirstiest plants.

· Set your mower to a high setting so the grass stays tall. This is the easiest and one of the most important changes you can make. Putting greens may be great for golf courses but taller grass will provide more shade for the ground and conserve water. Mulching mowers are also recommended.

· Reduce fertilization. A well-fed lawn is a vigorous and thirsty lawn. It’s time to diet. Spring, mid-summer, and fall are good times for a light fertilization, with the fall being the most important. As a side note, avoid weed-and-feed products and look for low or no phosphorus products such as 15-5-10 or 15-0-5.

· Consider the “cycle and soak” method. On your watering day, water multiple short times in the early morning before 10 AM and after 6 PM, giving time between cycles for the water to soak in.

· Run your system or hose-end sprinklers, fix problems and adjust them so water doesn’t run off into the street.  There are continuously adjustable angle nozzles available for in-ground systems.

· Switch from inefficient spray nozzles to rotary nozzles. These nozzles are a recent development and are an easy no-dig change.  Simply unscrew the spray nozzle and replace with the rotary one. Manufacturers include Hunter (MP Rotators), Rain Bird, and Toro and are available locally or online for $5 to $10 each.

· Lastly, consider reducing the lawn area.  Mulched beds are easy to maintain, require much less water, and frankly are more interesting than vast expanses of thirsty grass. Free mulch is available in Rockport at the Aransas County Transfer Station at 872 Airport Road in Rockport.

Speaking of mulched beds, drip irrigation is the most efficient method of applying water to them. Drip systems are exempt from Phase 2 restrictions. Drip can also be used effectively with container gardening such as hanging baskets, raised vegetable beds, and large pots. When combined with 2 to 4 inches of mulch and a timer, drip forms an ideal way of delivering water to your plants.

For more information on water conservation and to get personalized advice on your home landscape and garden, please contact the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners at (361) 790-0103 or visit us at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport. We’re also online at http://aspmastergardeners.org and Facebook at Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners.
*The watering day is determined by local ordinance. In Rockport, it is by your street address. Tuesday is for even numbers, Wednesday for odd numbers, and multifamily/commercial establishments water on Thursdays. Aransas Pass residents water only on their garbage pickup days. Port Aransas residents water according to a zone system–see www.ncwcid4.org for more information. Consult with your local authorities for your schedule.


Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.
