CONTACT:  Ernie Edmundson


Or Nancy Freeman 361-790-0103













[image: image1.png]TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION




RELEASE DATE: November 8, 2012




“Green” Gardening is Easy with Imagination 

Jeanna C. Godfrey, DVM

Aransas/San Patricio County Master Gardener

“Green” gardening is here to stay.  Gardeners are embracing the use of organic fertilizers, integrated pest management, and sustainable landscapes as never before.  But just about every gardener has one dilemma ….what to do with all the plastic nursery pots accumulated over the years?  Some nurseries will gladly accept clean pots as returns but usually limit the size and number.  What to do with the rest?  Here are some tips to keep those plastic pots out of the landfill.


  If you spread granular fertilizer, a simple way to make sure you get even coverage is to place one 4-inch round pot inside another and line up the drainage holes.  Fill with granular fertilizer and shake to evenly distribute the plant food.  If you want to limit the amount of fertilizer you can twist the inner container to slow things down.


  We all love our oak trees but often want to plant annuals beneath them to add seasonal color.  Dig a few holes between the roots of the tree and set empty gallon-sized pots in the holes.  Then, each season, fill a separate gallon-size pot with potting mix and plant with spring, summer, or fall color then slip into the empty pots.  Gallon size is the best option as it allows the plants enough potting mix for healthy growth but aren’t so large they will damage the tree roots.


  Paint them!  A number of new spray paints in a myriad of colors bond to plastic.  Use your creativity to transform the bland black or brown pots into works of art.  Use stencils to create unique designs that reflect your personality.   Once the pots are painted you can use them for all types of storage such as plant tags, small hand tools, twine, garden gloves, etc.


  Use smaller plastic pots to cover the drainage hole in larger pots, keeping potting mix from dribbling out the bottom.  The pot will still drain through the drainage holes in the smaller plastic pot.

 
You can also cut the bottom out of a plastic pot and sink it in the ground around the base of tomatoes to deter cutworms. The same technique can be used to keep otherwise aggressive plants under better control.  Just make sure to leave about an inch or more of the plastic pot edge sticking up above the soil to prevent runners from escaping from the mother plant.


  Plastic pots are good to use as scoops for potting mix, fertilizer, compost, and mulch.  If the pot is flimsy, double it up by using two of the same size.


  Fill up large containers with small plastic pots instead of using packing peanuts.  Place them upside down in the bottom of the large pot, then fill with potting mix. You will not only save on the amount of potting mix needed, you’ll “recycle” a number of plastic pots and make the large container lighter and easier to move.


  If an early spring frost threatens to damage your newly planted veggies, place a large (preferably sturdy) plastic pot over the plant and weigh it down with a small rock, brick, or stone. Be sure to remove the pot once the temperature warms up during the day.


If you like to propagate your own plants, you will need lots of new containers to hold cuttings, seeds, etc.  Re-use your old pots after a thorough cleaning.   If the plant you wish to propagate can be reproduced by layering, circle it with several plastic pots filled with potting mix.  Pin low-growing stems from the mother plant into each of the pots and keep moist.  Roots will usually form in a few short weeks and you can then cut the connection to the mother plant.  Give the new plants as gifts to gardening friends or plant in your own garden for an economical way to expand your landscape.


Green gardening is easy with a little imagination and can be a real benefit to the cost-conscience gardener.  Plastic pots can have lots of uses and don’t need to end up in the landfill.  Please consider re-purposing them before you drop them in the garbage can.
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