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In Texas, we do everything bigger and better! Can you imagine that we have over 5000 species of wildflowers? They’re not here just to look pretty. Along with native grasses, they help conserve water, control erosion, and provide a habitat for wildlife. 


The Texas Highway Department (TxDOT) was organized in 1917. By 1932, the first landscape architect was hired to maintain, preserve and encourage wildflowers along the roadside cuts and fills. This has effectively expanded into today’s full scale wildflower management program. 


Over 30,000 lbs. of wildflower seed is sown each year, providing our state with a wildflower blooming season that draws tourists from all over the country. Check out the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov and select wildflowers under the travel menu. You might want to call the travel/wildflower hotline 800.452.9292 and plan a road trip to view these spring beauties.


If you want to sow wildflowers in your own yard, this needs to be done in the fall and will be addressed later in the planting season. 

All summer-blooming transplants can be set out in April, however, wait until the end of the month to set out Vinca (periwinkle) transplants. Vinca likes a well-drained, full-sun bed. This is because they are susceptible to “damping off”, a deadly problem that arises when the soil temperatures are too cool and are caused by a soil-borne fungus. Scientists have found that the disease is greatly decreased when seedlings are watered with fish emulsion. 

Plumerias and orchids can come outside, preferably in a wind-protected area.

Summer blooming seeds should be sown now, however wait until the end of the month for zinnia. Plants that are given good air circulation and full sun have fewer fungal leaf problems. Dig and divide crowded fall-blooming bulbs such as lycoris; and perennials such as aster and chrysanthemum.

Tender herbs like basil can be planted, but remember, if growing for culinary use, do not allow it to bloom as it will alter the taste.

Transplants of peppers and tomatoes can still be put out until mid-month. Also, transplants of eggplant can be planted. Seeds to plant include: butterbeans, bush green beans, corn, cucumber, cantaloupe, okra, southern peas, watermelon, and (until mid-month) summer and winter squash. Frequently inspect your potato and squash plants for clusters of eggs on the undersides of the leaves. Remove the eggs and save yourself damage from beetles and squash bugs.

Mulch and compost should be in your garden beds by now. If you missed fertilizing in March, feed plants with a slow-release organic fertilizer. Cottonseed meal is technically not a fertilizer, but contains 6% nitrogen, 2% phosphorus and 1% potassium. It is particularly beneficial for acid loving plants. 

It’s time to fertilizer your grass now, by mid-month; use a slow-release fertilizer that contains no more than 15% nitrogen. Top dressing the lawn with ¼ to ½ inch of compost will increase the soil’s organic matter and decrease the need for irrigation and fertilization.  It will also improve the quality of the soil and increase beneficial microorganisms that fight lawn diseases such as brown patch. A significant amount of weeds indicates poor soil.

Annuals form seeds and stop blooming if spent blooms are not removed. Be sure to deadhead spent flowers to stimulate new blooms. Annuals and perennials maintain a tidy, bushy appearance when pruned regularly. What is “deadheading”? It just means to remove a spent flower. I usually snap off the dead bloom between my thumb and forefinger. Some flowers, however, will require pruning shears or (my favorite) garden ‘snips’.

A last suggestion: When deadheading roses, conventional wisdom once suggested pruning canes above outfacing leaves that have five to seven leaflets. The Royal National Rose Society in England conducted a rose trial that showed when roses are cut off at the neck (just behind the blooms) the bush will re-bloom sooner and produce 50% more roses over the season.

Happy gardening!
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