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JANUARY GARDEN CHECKLIST

By Kitty Angell, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener

Most of the weather prognosticators in our area tell us that we’re in for a long, cold winter. I’m not sure if they do this because we had such an early cold spell in the fall, the worms are running up the trees, or El Nino or El Nina are doing their “thing.” Whatever the cause, it’s worth the money to buy some “frost cloth” at the garden store for covering your most tender plants during a freeze. Blankets and sheets work as well. 

This is also a good time to re-pot your houseplants as they outgrow their current pots.  If you see roots at the drainage hole in the bottom of the plant, you probably need to transplant to a bigger pot. 

On blustery winter days, kick back in your favorite armchair, stoke the fire until you have it roaring, and work on your garden journal. Sketch garden plans, including what to grow, spacing, arrangement and number of plants needed. This is the perfect time to page through garden catalogs while pondering the changes in your garden.  Get some inspiration by attending “Garden Planning with Creative Journaling,” the first Master Gardener Brown Bag of 2012 on January 17, noon to 1 p.m.  D.J. Chilcoat and Jeanna Godfrey are the entertaining and knowledgeable speakers.  It is free and open to the public and will be held at the brand new AgriLife Extension building at 892 Airport Rd. (next to the Transfer Station). 
Proper care is the key word for extending the life of Christmas season plants such as poinsettias, amaryllis, and Christmas cactus. Keep the soil moist but provide drainage by removing the foil wrapper. Keep the plant away from heating ducts and store in a cool room at 60 to 65 degrees for longer life.

Now is the ideal time to select fruit and nut trees, berries and grapes. If you are unsure what local varieties are recommended for the Coastal Bend, contact your local Texas AgriLife Extension agent for help.

A word of caution for newly planted trees and shrubs: Don’t fertilize until they have started to grow, and then sparingly for the first year. It is difficult to assess the freeze damage to existing citrus and other semi-tropical plants until warm weather is here to stay. Once new growth appears, you can remove damaged material. 

Continue to water your winter annuals such as pansies, violas, Bells of Ireland and stock. A light application of fertilizer to established pansy plants extends their hardiness. Use ½ pound of ammonium sulfate per 100 square feet of bed area, depending on amount of rainfall. Another good fertilizer for pansies is dried blood meal, a natural product which is slow release. Also good for all cool season annuals is cotton seed or alfalfa meal distributed at 5 lbs. per 110 square feet of bed area. 

Start the preparation of beds and garden areas for spring planting. Till in several inches of compost or similar material. 

Also, now is the time to sow seeds in flats or other containers to get a jump on plant growth before our hot weather arrives. January or February is when plants like begonias, impatiens and petunias should be sown. Wait until late January or early February to sow warm temperature plants like tomatoes, peppers, periwinkles and marigolds.

Although roses should not be pruned until mid-February, you can work on training your climbing roses now. You can remove dead or weak canes, but prune no further. Securing canes prevents damage from winter and spring winds. Weave long canes through arbors, trellises, fences, and other openings by tying them with jute twine, plastic, or other plant ties. You will be surprised how luxurious and bursting with flowers they look when in full bloom! You can plant container-grown roses to fill in the bare spots in your garden where damaged or dead roses were removed. 

I always refer to this time of the year as “January Doldrums”, but take heart, in a month or two gardeners will be bursting with activity. There’s a saying on my old coffee cup: “Gardening Grows the Spirit.” You old gardeners know this, but to all the younger gardeners just starting their journey on this new hobby: That old saying holds true! 
Master Gardeners are staffing the phones at the Texas AgriLife Extension to answer your gardening and home landscaping calls.  If you have questions please do not hesitate to call us. 
The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is currently located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX. For more local gardening news, visit the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener website www.aspmastergardeners.org AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

