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BECOME A MASTER GARDENER!  NEW SERIES OF CLASSES BEGIN JULY 27

By Ginger Easton Smith

County Extension Agent, Texas AgriLife Extension

Are you interested in becoming a Master Gardener, or in finding out more about what a Master Gardener is and what is involved in becoming certified?  Then come to an information and registration session on the 2010 Master Gardener Class Series on Tuesday, July 27 at 1:30 p.m. at Texas AgriLife Extension – Aransas County office, 611 E. Mimosa in Rockport.  Attendees will learn about what the Master Gardener program is, its horticultural activities, and requirements for certification as a Master Gardener.

 The 2010 classes will be held Tuesdays from 1:30-5:00 p.m., beginning August 10 and running through November 30 (no class held Nov. 23). Most classes will be held in Rockport, with a couple in Corpus Christi. Tuition is $175 ($50 is refunded upon certification) and can be paid at the informational session. Class size is limited. The informational session is free and open to the public; it is not necessary to sign up for it, and attending it does not obligate you to attend the series of classes.

Master Gardeners are members of the local community who take an active interest in trees, shrubs, flowers and gardens.  They are enthusiastic, willing to learn, to help others, and able to communicate with diverse groups of people.  But what really sets Master Gardeners apart from other home gardeners is their special training in horticulture.   They receive extensive training through Texas AgriLife Extension, and then volunteer a minimum of twenty hours each year following certification in projects designed to bring horticulture education to our community. 

The class series, consisting of 50 hours of instruction by local horticultural experts, Extension specialists and agents, completes the first phase of the training program.  Fifty hours of local volunteer work in the year following the classes completes the requirement for certification as a Texas Master Gardener. 
The class topics are Basic Botany, Entomology, Rainwater Harvesting, Plant Propagation, Worm Composting, Home Citrus Production, Identifying Plant Problems, Tree and Palm Planting Care, Earth Kind Gardening, Lawn Care (including irrigation, fertilization, weeds, aeration, and common problems), Home Vegetable Gardening, Landscape Plant Selection, Soils and Fertility, Attracting Birds and Butterflies, Native Plants, and Landscape Design and Xeriscape.

The type of volunteer service varies according to community needs, and the abilities and interests of the Master Gardeners. Some Master Gardeners answer telephone requests for information related to gardening at the Extension office.  Master Gardeners may speak to local groups and conduct workshops. They may help establish community garden projects, work with youth, or assist their agent with news or radio releases related to gardening. The Master Gardener Coordinator in the County Extension office decides how volunteer time can be best utilized.

Master Gardeners are representatives of Texas AgriLife Extension and The Texas A&M University System. In all volunteer work related to the program, Master Gardeners follow the research-based recommendations of Texas AgriLife Extension. The title "Texas Master Gardener" can be used by volunteers only when engaged in Extension-sponsored activities.

To help you decide if you should apply to be a Master Gardener, consider the following:

· Are you eager to participate in a practical and intense training program?  

· Do you have enough time to attend the training and complete the volunteer service? 

·  Do you look forward to sharing your knowledge with people in the community?  

If you answered yes to these questions, the Master Gardener program could be for you.  

Please note that Master Gardeners is not a club.  It is a group of knowledgeable and talented volunteers, highly trained by Texas AgriLife Extension Service to assist them in reaching more people in their mission to provide horticultural education.  As such, Master Gardeners meet crucial needs within communities by providing information generated by research at A&M or other universities as a free public service. 

For more information, call Texas AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office at (361) 790-0103 or email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu or stop by the office at 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (but not during lunch, noon to 1:00 p.m.).  Also, visit the Aransas-San Patricio Master Gardeners award-winning website at www.aspmastergardeners.org.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

